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272 roads blocked as
heavy rain lashes state
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SHIMLA, AUGUST 27
Heavy rain lashed several
parts of the state, triggering
landslides that blocked 272
roads and disrupting nor-
mal life. The Met office has
forecast heavy rain in lower
and mid hills tomorrow and
rains and thunderstorms
accompanied with light-
ning in lower and mid hills
and rain and snow in higher
hills over the next six days
up to September 2.

As many as 272 roads —
177 in Mandi zone, 49 in
Kangra zone, 27 in Shimla
zone and 19 in Hamirpur
zone — were blocked. The
total loss of public property
during the current mon-
gsoon season has been
assessed at Rs 335 crore till
date. A large number of
rivulets and tributaries of
major rivers are in spate
and the work is going on a
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Commuters take shelter under atree during heavy rain in Shimla on Thursday. PHOTO: AMIT KANWAR
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TRAFFIC DISRUPTED ON CHD-MANALI HIGHWAY

® The Chandigarh-Manali highway, which had been opened
to traffic after being blocked on Wednesday evening due to

landslides in Mandi district, was closed on Thursday

evening again.

B | andslips were reported at Hanogi, Dwada and near Aut in
the district, which blocked the traffic at several places
between Mandi and Kullu on this highway. A large number
of vehicles were stuck in long traffic jams.

B Similarly, the Pathankot-Mandi highway was also blocked
near Bijni just a few km away from Mandi townduetoa
massive landslide, blocking the traffic.

war footing to open the
blocked roads.

Widespread heavy rain
occurred in Kangra, Mandji,
Chamba and Hamirpur dis-
tricts. Nurpur was the
wettest in the state with 133
mm of rainfall,

The intermittent heavy
rain during the past one
week have reduced the
deficit from 28 per centto 17
per cent — the state
received 507 mm of average
rainfall against the normal

rainfall of 613 mm.

Bilaspur, Kullu and Una
received 22 per cent, 23 per
cent and six per cent exoess
rains while the rainfall
deficit was 72 per cent, 50
per cent and 41 per cent in
Lahaul and Spiti, Chamba
and Kinnaur districts,
respectively,. The rain
deficit in the remaining six
districts ranged between 15
per cent (Kangra) and 29
per cent (Sirmaur), the MeT
office said.
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Incessant rain across Jammu
kills two, destroys 50 houses

/7 transformers damaged; 35 persons rescued; crops inundated

ARTEEVSHARMA

TH

JAMM U, AUGUST 27
Two persons, including an
employee of Punjab National
Bank (PNB), lost their lives
in two separate incidents of
heavy rain across the Jammu
region in the past 24 hours.
According to the police, a
PNB employee, identified as
Sudhir Choudhary (26), resi-
dent of Raghunath Pura Shiv
Nagar, Udhampur, was killed
while three others sustained
injuries when a boulder hit
their vehicle near the Kheri
area on the Jammu-Srinagar
national highway. The
deceased was on his way to
Samroli (the place of his post-
ing) from Udhampur in a car
when the incident took place.
In another incident, a 40-
year-old man, Mohammad
Yaqgoob, resident of Kanou
Kither, got washed away in
flash floods in the Bun-
jwah area of Kishtwar.
Incessant rain continued to
wreak havoc across the Jam-
muregion for the second con-
secutive day, causing damage
to over 50 houses, while over
35 persons stuck in flash
floods were rescued from dif
ferent parts of the region.
“Around 20 houses have
suffered damage in heavy
rain. We have requisitioned
the help of the Army to res-
cue four trapped personsin
the Salhotri area. We also
received information that
two persons went for graz-
ing of cattle on the river
bank in Khanetar area and
got trapped there. We are
on job to rescue them as
well,” Rahul Yadav, Deputy

“The swolien Tawl following he
' BANK EMPLOYEE AMONG VICTIMS

P .

avy rain in Jammu on Thursday. PTI

" NH REMAINS BLOCKED

® A Punjab National Bank employee, Sudhir Choud- ®The Jammu-Srinagar highway

hary (26), resident of Udhampur, was killed while
three others sustained injuries when a boulder
hit their vehicle near the Kheri area on the Jam-
mu-Srinagar national highway.

B A A0«year-old man, Mohammad Yagoaob, resident
of Kanou Kither, got washed away in flash floods
in the Bunjwah area of Kishtwar.

remained closed for the third
straight day.

B*“We could not carry out restoration
work due to heavy rain. The highway
has been blocked at six to seven
locations,” PK Phonsa, Project Direc-
tor, NHAI, Ramban sector, said.

Commissioner,
told The Tribune.
“Seven persons, includ-
ing three children, were
rescued by the police with
the help of the Indian Air
Force during a 30 hour-long
rescue operation,” said SSP,
Kathua, Shailendra Mishra.
Four residential houses suf-
fered damage in the Billawar
area of Kathua, while paddy
crop grown on 100 kanals of
land in the Chaba Chak area
was inundated by flood water.
Similarly, there were
reports of damages to sev-
eral houses in Ramban dis-
trict where the Jammu-Sri-

Poonch,

nagar highway remained
closed for the third straight
day. “We could not carry
out restoration work dueto
heavy rain. The highway
has been blocked at six to
seven locations,” PK Phon-
sa, Project Director, NHAI,
Ramban sector, said.

The main road between
Kishtwar and Paddar was
also closed due to a major
landslide in the Naiegad
Padriyana area. In Udham-
pur district, 10 major roads
and 44 other roads con-
structed under the PMGSY
were closed due to land-
slides, while 14 houses suf-

fered damage in the district.
The DC, Reasi, Indu Kan-
wal Chib, said the standing
crops in two panchayats
weredamaged in heavy rain.
Chief Engineer, Irrigation
and Flood Control, Jammu,
Hamesh Manchanda said the
situation was under control
s0 far though the water level
in major rivers and streams
across the Jammu region
rose due to heavy rain.
Chief Engineer, PDD,
Jammu, Gurmeet Singh
disclosed that nearly 77
transformers were damaged
during the last 48 hours. Out
of them 44 were replaced.
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Delhi-Kathmandu ties:
Finding a win-win on floods

Both must cooperate to reduce soil erosion, revive stalled

RANJIT - i

loods innorth Bihar and the districts

of Uttar Pradesh (UF), bordering

Nepal, during the monsoon season,

cause enormous losses in lives and
property. Similarly, large parts of Nepal's
Tarai get submerged. Thistragedy repeats on
aloop every vear, Heavy rains in the catch-
ment areas of the major trans-boundary river
systems — the Kosi, Gandak/Narayvani and
Karnali/Ghagraas well as Rapti and Mahak-
ali/Sharda —lead to substantial run-offs as
these riversdebouchinto the plains, causing
widespread Mooding.

So far, the two countries have adopted
flood-control measures that largely comprise
river-training works, including embankment
construction. This approach comes with its
problems. Due to soil ercsionand landslides
in the upper catchment area, particularly of
the eastern rivers, the run-offs are heavily
laden with =ilt. This results in a rise in the
level ofthe river beds. In some places, the Kosi
now flows above the surrounding territory.
Embankments provide a temporary respite.
Inthelong-run, ifthe banks are breached, as
happened in 2008 to the east afflux bund, there
arecatastrophicconsequences. The problem
is further compounded by the fact that the
Kosi has made significant oscillations in its
course over the last 200 years.

Both countries blame each other for the
flonds. The chief ministers of UP and Bihar
complain to the prime minister that Nepal was
not providing full cooperation on embank-
mentconstruction for these trans-boundary
riversand their tributaries, even though some
of this activity is financed by India.

Nepal, onthe other hand, blames Indiafor
the flooding ofits Tarai plains. Itargues that
India has constructed roads all along the
India-Nepal border without installing ade-
quatedrainage. The roads, it contends,_ actlike
an embankment and cause submergence of
landand villages on Mepal“sside. A reportof
ajoint India-Nepal technical team that did not
find any evidence for this allegation has not
been accepted by the Nepali authorities.

Alonger term more sustainahle approach
is needed to address the root causes of the
problem, India must cooperate with Nepal on
the prevention of soil erosion and reforesta-
tion projects including in the Chure (Shiwa-
lik) Hills under the Rashtrapati Chure Con-
servation Programme, a project under the
patronage of the president of Nepal,

More importantly, we need to revive the
many reservoir projects agreed upon in the
past and whose implementation has been
tardy. The Narendra Modi government pro-
vided a huge impetus to the Pancheshwar
Hydro-Power Project on the Mahakali/
Sharda River that had remained stalled for
almost two decades since the mid-1990s.
Unfortunately, six vearsdown the road, ithas
got hogped down again, particularly over
Nepal's refusal to accept India's proposal to

reservoir projects, and kick-off the Kosi High Dam project

iy

= Heavy rains in the catchment areas of the
major trans-boundary river systems lead to
flooding in the plains HTPHOTO

ragein the existing consumptive usage of the
Mahakali waters.

Ifthisissueis not sorted out at the political
level, the project will be delayed again at a
huge cost, The last time the project was
delayed, the overall cost increased from
12, 000erore to 40,000 crore even as the total
capacity has been reduced from 8, 720 MW to
5,040 MW largely due to hydrological factors,

Another priority should be the revival of
the Kosi high dam proposal. Though the Kosi
Barrage was built several decades ago, and
embankment works have proceeded apace,
the high dam proposal has not made much
progress sineeitsconception in the 1950s. The

joint project office has been unable to com-
plete the survey-related work needed for the
preparation of the detailed project report
(DPR}, even though it was set up in 2004, in
part due to resistance from local commumni-
ties. Considerable efforts are needed to
address the concerns of the local population,
especially in the area that will be submerged.
The Nepali authorities are less than suppor-
tive on the grounds that the entire submer-
gence will be in Nepal, while the bulk of the
benefits in terms of irrigation and flood con-
trol will go to India. The Sun Kosi Storage-
cum-Diversion Scheme has been made an
integral part of the project keeping in mind
Nepal's interests. An objective and fair sys-
tem for sharing the costs and benefits from the
project will need to be worked out.

So far, India has opted for a bilateral
approach. But Bangladesh toois aninterested
party as the project will regulate water lows
into the Ganga and the Padma. Trilateral
cooperation will makeiteasier politically for
Nepal to pursue the project. If the project is
implemented, an important benefit for Nepal
will be the creation of inland waterways along
theGangaand Kosi, which will resultina sig-
nificant reductionoflogistics costs for trade.,
It will also significantly strengthen sub-re-
gional cooperation. Though relations with
Mepal are currently fraught and it is unlikely
that solutions will be easily found, India needs
toreview joint reservoir projects strategically
at the political level,

Feanjit Kiae is former ambassador o Nepal
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Don’t forget Kedarnath

SC-appointed panel puinm out glaring violations in the Char
Dharn thhwaw pI‘IJJL‘L't that could erigger more landslides
[ don't leam from our mistakes and

seem to have forgotten the 2013 flash

floods of Kedamath. Why else would
we be again playing with eco-sensitive zones
recklessly, flouting every rube in the book? If the
warning by the Supreme Court-appointed
high-powered committee is anything to go by,
there is brazen violation of forest and wildife laws
by the Char Dham Pariyojana of the Minisiry of
Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH). In July,
the Marendra Modi Government approved a zonal
master plan (ZMP) for developing the Bhagirathi
eco-sensitive zone, a 4.179.59 sq km stretch from Gaumukh to Uttarkashi. Ever
since, environmentalists have been up in armss saying the area was geologically
fragile and any devebopment could disturb the natural slope of the mountains and
trigger land slips. But the Government i in a rush fo clear the ZMP because it
wants to expedite the 900-km Char Dham highways project, which will connect
the four pilgimage sites of Gangolri, Yamunotri, Kedarnath and Badrinath, eas-
ing pilgrim access. Hence, against better counsel, the project is on course. This
despite the Geological Survey of India (GSI) report on the 2013 tragedy categor-
ically saying that landslides and flooding had been caused by the ever-encroach-
ing and rampant construction. Successive Governments have overlooked geo-
logical features and drainage patterns, and allowed illegal construction on river
banks and over natural water channels in the name of infrastructure development
inthe hills. if the current observer group's waming is ignored, we could be look-
ing at a bigger tragedy. The project preparations have already caused incalcula-
ble and long-term damage to the Himalayan ecology. Trees have been felled, hills
have been cut and excavated material has been dumped without valid permis-
sion on vasious strefches. burying flow channels and threatening local habitat. There
i brazen misuse of old clearances issued to the Border Roads Organisation (BRO)
during 2002-2012 and over 200 km have been added on their basis. This is not
only illegal but also defeats the regulatory purpose since the scope of work has
changed drastically and the present road widening work requires major excava-
tions into hill sides. Plus, there has been a violation of the apex court's directive
as the Uitarakhand Government had said in an affidavit in April 2019 that siretch-
&5 where work had not begun would be subject to the assessment of the Supreme
Court. But in clear violation, at least 60 km of the stretch has been coopted into
the site map. Besides, the Ministry disregarded the panel's view that the devel-
oper should not start new work and restore vulnerable slopes before the yatra
season fo avoid landslides.

As it is, there has been a lot of heartburn over the new Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) Draft Policy 2020. Environmentalists have accused the
Government of not just watering it down but also taking away the voice of the
people who would be affected by development projects the most. And violations
for a project that is considered to be Prime Minister Modi's dream will only erode
the Government's credibility where its environmental commitment & concerned.
Any Government must calculate the region’s carmying capacity, risks of satura-
tion and then draw up development and tourism plans. We ignore the environ-
ment at our own peril. Political dividends must not outweigh the well-being of locals,
who might have to bear the brunt of nature's fury once again.
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Cloudburst in Kullu

The swollen Beas river following cloudbursts in Kullu district in Himachal Pradesh on
Thursday. The IMD predicted heavy rains over several parts of central and north India
for the next four days. .y




File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Chronicle 28-August-2020

Flood threat
looms large
over Odisha

Baitarani river flowing 2 metre
above danger-level; NDREF,
ODRAF teams deployed

AKSHAYA KUMAR
SAHOO | DC
BHUBANESWAR, AUG. 27

Unrelenting rains triggered
by low pressure over the
Bay of Bengal have resulted
in floods in several rivers in
Odisha, causing serious
concern for the state admin-
istration.

In Bhadrak district, eight
panchayats under
Bhandaripokhari block and
seven in Dhamnagar block
were reportedly inundated
after floodwater from
Baitarani entered the areas.

Vehicular movement on
many routes in the region
was affected as several
roads and bridges have been
submerged.

As per reports, Baitarani
river was flowing two metre
above the danger-level near
Akhuapada. While the cau-
tionary mark in the river is
17.83 metre, the water level
in the river on Thursday
evening was recorded at
19.56 metre.

Road communication
between Bhandaripokhari,
Dhamnagar and Jajpur has
been snapped as flood water
is flowing over Sarata
bridge at Malada and a road
in Dobala.

Similarly, the flood situa-
tion in neighbouring
Balasore district was quite
grim as major rivers,
including the turbulent
Jalaka, were surging
due to continuous down-
pour in the upper catch-
ments.

While the danger mark of
the Jalaka river at Mathani
is 5.5 metre, flood water was
flowing at 7.05 metre. Flood
alert was sounded for 10
gram panchayats of Basta
block and two of

Sadar block,
resources
sources said.

Health services in the area
were affected after flood
w?ler entered Basta hospi-
tal.

Balasore district collector
Sudarshan Chakravarthy
reviewed the flood situation
in Sadar area.

Leave of all government

state water
department

emplovees in Jaleswar,
Bastam Remuna and
Baliapal were cancelled
in view of the flood situa-
tion.

State Special Relief
Commissioner (SRC)

BK. Jena said medium-level
flood was expected in
Subarnarekha river.
Balasore district collector
was asked to start embank-
ment patrolling and take
proactive action, including
evacuation wherever
required.

Taking to Twitter, the SRC
said, “Brahmani, Baitarani
and Kharasrota river sys-
tems are under special
watch and all officials are
put on alert. Flood shelters
in the cyclone-prone areas
are being readied to accom-
modate the possible evacu-
ated people. Boats are also
readv”

Two teams of National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and a similar num-
ber of Odisha Disaster
Rapid Action Force
(ODRAF)  teams were
deployed in Balasore dis-
trict.

Meanwhile, according to
reports a crocodile entered
the Datapur village in
Jajpur district on Thursday
Villagers panicked after
they found a 16-ft long salt-
water crocodile roaming in
the village.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Millennium Post 28-August-2020

Intense rainfall activity
over central, north and
south India likely

NEW DELHI: The India Mete-
orological Department (IMD)
on Thursday forecast heavy
rainfall over several parts of
central and north India for the
next four days.

The IMD said heavy to very
heavy rainfall with extremely
heavy falls at isolated places are
very likely over east Madhya
Pradesh and at isolated places
over west Madhya Pradesh,
Vidarbha (Maharashtra) and
Chhattisgarh on August 28.

Heavy rainfall at iso-
lated places are likely over
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Hary-
ana, Chandigarh and Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, east Rajasthan,
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Gujarat, Konkan,
Goa and Telangana for
August 28,

For the same day, moder-
ate to severe thunderstorm,
accompanied with lightning
at isolated places, are also very
likely over Jammu and Kash-
mir, Ladakh, Gilgit-Baltis-
tan, Muzaffarabad, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi,

Uttar Pradesh, east Rajast-
han, Madhya Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Meghalaya, Naga-
land, Manipur, Mizoram and
Tripura.

Strong winds with speed
reaching 45-55 kilometres per
hour are very likely over the
southwest Arabian Sea. Fisher-
men are advised not to venture
into these areas, the IMD said.

The MeT Department
said due to heavy rainfall over
east Madhya Pradesh and
Vidarbha, localised flood-
ing of roads, water logging in
low lying areas and closure of
underpasses mainly in urban
areas is expected on August 28.

The rains could also lead
to occasional reduction in vis-
ibility, disruption of traffic in
major cities due to water log-
ging on roads that could lead
to increased travel time, minor
damage to kutcha roads, possi-
bility of damage to vulnerable
structures, localised mudslides
and damage to horticulture and
standing crops in some areas
due to inundation. AGENCIES
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SafeWATER

The BIS proposal of a water quality management
regime for the Jal Jeevan mission is a good idea

S PER A government release, the government has already made tap-

water available in 2 crore households under the Jal Jeevan Mission,

and all households in nine districts, 342 blocks and 40,000 villages

have a functional piped water connection. The government is also
working on establishing standards to provide a standard quality of water across
the country. This will likely translate into greater sanitation, given the link
between piped water availability in households and the usage of toilets. With
improved sanitation, will come better health, with the incidence of water-borne
diseases coming down. This, in turn, will reap a significant yield for reducing
child malnutrition and mortality.

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) draft drinking water supply quality
management system is a step in the right direction. The draft encodes unifor-
mity across all households as far as the water supply is concerned. It stipulates
that all water departments obtain a IS 105000 certification before starting sup-
ply. This would set the standard for acceptable limit for dissolved substances
such as arsenic, iron and zinc, and also check parameters like pH level, turbid-
ity, colour and odour. The draft also lays down a detailed mechanism on stor-
age and supply of water and also asks bodies to conduct regular water audits.
These, it says, can be done using bulk meters and automatic metering at the
household level. While supplying each household with a tap connection and
clean drinking water needs to be the priority, the government must also
leverage IoT solutions and technology to curb water wastage and
enforce quality standards.
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PLEASANT SIGHT

The Musi river, with the majestic High Court building in the background, presents a scenic view, on Thursday. — Photo: Anand Dharmana

Amar Ujala 28-August-2020
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