File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Government of India
Ministry of Jal Shakti
ST AT Aol [awTe Ue T390 |y T Dept. of Water Resources, RD&GR
FETT ST AT Central Water Commission
ST TOTTeAT STferrit=reht e Water System Engineering Directorate

T TR
EERInEEIED]

v AR g&t A FREar F1 gegdeor-09-Rda-2020

ST Ty A v deeag fAwdt & dafeud gAmR g3t i ST S FE STer 3T
o 3EPET & Al o [oIU Heldel [hdT AT §. SHDI HTFC HIUT holT ofel AT Hl
Jease W Y 39elis Fr SATua.

Ho9ads: 3IWad
(-/sd)
g+ s
39 faderd(-/sd)
fAeerF (-/sd)
qar &

3TETET, eI STl AT, 75 ool

AR g: Gl Fafetrl SR STe 3T &1 deATSe http://cwe.gov.in/news-clipping TR &

gfad der (cfaron), dar #aed
TH FS0T A, 75 ool -110066
: 091-29583270,
#ol: wsedte-cwc@gov.in

¢ STe wYaToT AT sifasy o

2" Floor(South), Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi-110066
Tel: 091-29583270,

E-mail: wsedte-cwc@gov.in

6 Conserve Water- Save Life é



mailto:wsedte-cwc@gov.in
http://cwc.gov.in/news-clipping

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Tribune 09-September-2020

17% deficient rain in state

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, SEPTEMBER &

The southwe st monsoon has
weakened in the past four
days and the local MeT sta-
tion has forecast dry weather
over the next six days, mak-
ing the conditions favourable
for the early withdrmawal of
the monsoon.

The normal date for the
withdrawal of the monsoon is
September-end and it is too
early to say that the monsoon
15 in the withdrawal phase, as
the humidity level and other
parameters are high, said
Manmohan Singh, Director
of MeT station.

During the current rainy
season from June 1 to Sep-
ternber 8, the state received
813.8 mm of average rainfall
against the normal rainfall of
975.8 mm, a deficit of 17 per

Highest rain deficit (69%) in Lahaul & Spit,
followed by Chamba (50% ) and Kinnaur (44%)

cent. Barnng Bilaspur and
Eullu districts,  which
recerved 23 per cent and 20
per cent exeess rain, and Una
that experienced normal
rainfall, the remaining nine
districts received deficent
rain mnging between 12 per
cent and 69 per cent.

The highest randefiat of 69
per cent was recomded in
Lahaul and Spiti district, fol-
Ieweed by Chamba (50 per cent),
Kinnaur (44 per cent), Simrmaur
(32 per cent), Shimla (19 per
cent), Kangm (18 per cenf),
Mandi(17 percent) and Harmir-
pur and Solan (12 per cent).

Duie to scanty rain, the day
temperatures have started
rising and Una in Shivalik

foothills was the hottest in the
state today with the mad-
mum of 36°C, 4°C above nor-
in Lahaul and Spiti and Kin-
naur districts recorded a high
of 23.2°C and 25.7°C, four and
frve deprees above normal.
Shimla was cooler with the
masdmum  temperature of
254°C, 4°C above normal
The minimum tempera-
tures also increased margine
ally and staved two to three
degrees  above normal at
maost of the places, Kevlong
and Kalpa recorded a low of
8.1°C and 10.4°C while Nahan
was the hottest during the
night with alowof23.5°C, fol-
lewved by Una 226°C.
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Pilot project on water augmentation brings

some hope, water table rises by 5 feet

SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 8

PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS of a wa-
ter augmentation programme,
in which a 25-acre pond was cre-
ated on the Yamuna floodplains
in North Delhi’s Palla to store
overflow from the river, shows
the groundwater table has risen
by nearly 5 feet.

While a more detailed analy-
sis is awaited at the end of mon-
soon in September, an official as-
sociated with the project said the
preliminary findings show the
city's water supply can be aug-

reservoir, top soil of the area was
removed up to a depth of 1.7 me-
tres, in order to have faster and
higher absorption of water into the
soil, which can be later extracted
through borewells to meet the
growing water demand of the cap-
ital. The water demand at present
isaround 1,150 million gallons per
day(MGD)against a supply capac-
ity of around 950 MGD.

The Delhi government official
said that in the floodplain area
away from the 25-acre reservoir,
or the non-pond area, the water
table had risen by around 0.3 to
0.4 metres, comparatively lower
than the level recorded in and

mented through the project.

“It looks like the water level
has risen by 1-1.5 metre in and
around the pond area, which is
substantial. The Delhi Jal Board
(DJB)will tap this for augmenta-
tion of water supply at the end
of the project,” said a Delhi gov-
ernment official.

The pilot project, steered by
the Irrigation and Flood Control
Department (I&FC), was
launched by Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal in August last
year, and aims to store overflow-
ing water from the river in shal-
low reservoirs on the floodplains.

In the creation of a 25-acre

around the reservoir.

Meanwhile, addressing the
Confederation of Indian Industry’s
Delhi Business Week on Tuesday;,
DJB vice-chairman Raghav
Chadha said rain water harvest-
ing was necessary in Delhi as the
city's water table was depleting,

“Recently, rain centres have
been established in the East dis-
trict. These will be managed by
DJB officials to facilitate imple-
mentation of rain water harvest-
ing systems.... 10% rebate on the
monthly water bill is being given
to consumers who have func-
tional systems as per D|B guide-
lines,” he said.
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EPS orders release of
water from
Sathanurdam

Chennai: Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami on
Tuesday ordered release of
water from Sathanur dam on
Thenpennaiyar river in
Tiruvannamalai district for
drinking water requirements
from September 9. The water
will be released for six days
and this will benefit residents
of Villupuram district.
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TN. rubbishes claims on
disaster for Mullaperiyar dam

'SC found the dam to be hydrologically, structurally safe’

ERISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
MEW DELHI

The Tamil Nadu government
has rubbished averments
made in the Supreme Court
that 16th century French
clairvoyant, Nostradamus,
predicted a disaster linked
to the Mullaperiyar dam in
Kerala

“The averment that me-
dia is anticipating disaster as
per the directive of the
world famous French astro-
loger Nostradamus is any-
way a propaganda to mis-
lead and to create fear
psychosis among the people
living in the downstream
area of Mullaperiyar dam,”
an affidavit filed by the Tamil
Nadu government said.

Besides, the State said the
court itself had on multiple

occasions found the dam to
be “hydrologically and
structurally safe.”

Tamil Nadu was respond-
ing to averments made in a
petition filed by Idukki resi-
dent Russell Joy, who said
the 125-year-old dam is a
source of constant fear of pe-
ople who live in downstream
areas at the time of floods
and earthquakes. Mr. Joy
wants the water level to be
maintained at 130 feet in the
monsoon season.

But Tamil Nadu debunked
Mr. Joy's claim that the area
saw 62 earthquakes bet-
ween January and May. It
said there were only 21 very
minor tremors.

“Further, the Mullaperi-

yar dam is a masonry gravity

dam founded on hard rock

with a broad base and will
not suddenly burst like an
arch dam as imagined by the
petitioner [Mr. Joyl,” the
State, represented by advo-
cates G. Umapathy and Yo-
gesh Kanna, reasoned,.
- The affidavit said the dam
was designed to withstand
“maximum credible earth-

quake forces” in that region.

It had been checked for seis-

mic stability. by the Central

Water and Power Research |
Institute, Pune. The report. |

of the Empowered Commit-

tee in 2012 had found it safe

to store up to 152 feet of wa- |
ter in the dam. Attorney |
General K.K. Venugopal, for
the Central Water Commis- |
sion, has already informed
the court that the water level
in the dam was 131.85 feet. |
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‘rate, study finds

OUR CORRESPONDENT

noted Professor Shakil Ahmad

JEK glaciers melting at significant

SRINAGAR: Glaciers in
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh
are melting at a "significant”
rate, according to a first-of-its-
kind study which used satellite
data to find that over 1,200 gla-
ciers in the Himalayan region
saw an annual reduction in
mass of 35 centimetres (¢cm)
on average between 2000 and
2012,

The study, published in
the journal Scientific Reports,
was carried over the Jammu,
Kashmir, and Ladakh region,
including areas across the Line
of Control (LoC) and Line of
Actual Control (LAC), and in
all 12,243 glaciers were studied
for thickness and mass changes.

“In general, it was observed
that the glaciers in the PirPanjal
range are melting at the higher
rate -- more than one metre
per year -- while as the gla-
ciers in the Karakoram range
are melting relatively at slower
rate, around 10 cms per year,"

Romshoo,  corresponding
author of the study.

"Some glaciers are even
advancing or stable in the Kara-
koram range. In other moun-
tain ranges like the Greater
Himalayan range, Zanas-
kar range, Shamabari range,
Leh ranges, the glaciers are
undoubtedly melting but the
rate of melting is variable,"
Romshoo, Dean of Research at
the University of Kashmir in
Srinagar, said.

‘The research team, includ-
ing Tariq Abdullah and Irfan
Rashid, both from Geoinfor-
matics Department, University
of Kashmir, used two satellite
observations made in 2000 by
NASA and in 2012 by German
space agency DLR.

They employed this data
to determine the glacier thick-
ness changes over the entire
Upper Indus Basin, comprising
of over 12,000 glaciers.

"There is no such data (sat-
ellite observations) available

in the world after 2012, This
is a first of its kind study in
the region and provides a very
good idea about what is hap-
pening to the glaciers in the
region,” Romshoo explained.

Till date, he said, only six to
seven glaciers have been stud-
ied in the region for thickness
and glacial mass changes using
field observations.

The researchers noted
that while glacier melting is
a continuous process and the
shrinkage in area of the glaciers

is being estimated routinely,
thickness and mass changes are
not possible always because of
the lack of satellite data.

There are also limitations
and challenges associated with
field based studies in the moun-
tainous Himalaya, they said.

The team noted that dur-
ing one decade of observation
in this study, the region has
lost about 70.32 gigatonne of
glacier mass, which is "quite
significant.”

Romshoo noted that the

continued melting of glaciers
will have significant adverse
impacts on every sector of
economy in the region and
beyond, particularly in the
downstream areas which are
already water scarce.

"It is pertinent to mention
here that the waters emanat-
ing from this region are shared
between the neighbouring
countries in the south Asia,"
the professor at the Depart-
ment of Earth Sciences, Uni-
versity of Kashmir, added.

The knowledge generated
about the glacier thickness
changes across different moun-
tain ranges in the data-scarce
Himalayan region is vital for
determining the sustainability
of water resources in the south
Asian region, according to the
researchers,

Melting of the glaciers in
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh
is going to impact the water,
food and energy security with
the consequent adverse effect
on the dependent livelihoods,

they noted.

The researchers explained
that the main drivers of the
glacial melt in the Himalayan
region are increasing temper-
atures and decreasing snow
precipitation, resulting from
greenhouse gas emissions from
industrialisation and increas-
ing use of fossil fuels the world
over,

Romshoo noted  that
though there is "almost no
industrialisation” in Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh Hima-
laya, the mountainous region
is facing the brunt of climate
change happening globally.

A study, published in the
journal Climatic Change on
July 29, found that Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh may wit-
ness a temperature increase of
up to 6.9 degrees Celsius by
the end of the century due to
climate change, warning that
the glaciers in this Himalayan
region could shrink by 85 per
cent if the projections come
true.

Aravallis have lost over 200 water
bodies in 30 yrs to encroachment

PIYUSH OHRIE

GURUGRAM: In less than 30
years, illegal encroachmentand
mining have reduced the num-
ber of natural and man-made
water bodies in the Aravallis
here from 265 to less than 50,
internal documents of the South
Haryana Forest Department
have revealed. The documents,
accessed by Millennium Post,
show that the number of water
bodies was reduced to less than
120 in 2000 and that 500 acres of
forest land which housed these
water bodies had been lost to
encroachment or mining over
the last few decades.

In fact, the South Haryana
Forest Department has now
started planning to revive 42
natural and man-made water
bodies in the Aravllis in a des-
perate bid to save the forested
region's green cover and wild-
life population.

However, while the plans
have been initiated, the forest
department had also planned

to build over 250 check dams
to store rainwater in the Ara-
vallis which is et to materialise.

According to officials from
the forest department, over
3,000 saplings die every year in
the Aravallis because of inade-
quate water. And with no water-
ing holes in the forest, chances of
wildlife straying into residential
and human territory increases
which, in turn, leads to a higher
risk of mishaps putting both the
animals and humans in danger.

Most of the pits that have
been dug up for meeting drink-
ing water requirements of the

wild animals are being filled
by officials through the pipeline
water due to a lack of natural
resources. Top officials of the
wildlife department acknowl-
edge that the lack of tank-
ers and scarcity of water have
made filling manmade ponds
a challenge.

Once a source of a natural
aquifer, what has worsened the
situation further is that over
500 illegal borewells have come
up near the Aravallis to extract
the groundwater unlawfully.
Already facing a shortage of
water during summer months,

large scale illegal extraction of
groundwater in the areas near
Aravallis like Ghata, Sikander-
pur, Chakkarpur and Wazirabad
have led to groundwater dipping
to as low 50 to 60 metres.

“As the city has grown, the
Aravallis have faced the brunt
of urbanisation. A large num-
ber of water bodies today have
been lost. We are however in
the process to make sure that
we revive the water bodies and
improve the situation,” said an
official from the South Haryana
Forest Department.

Not only in Gurugram but
the situation in Faridabad has
been dire for the water bodies.
Itis important to note that water
bodies at Surajkund, Damdama
and Badkhal are some of the
famous tourist spots in Hary-
ana. In 2004, due to excessive
mining, these water bodies
began to dry up forcing the
Supreme Court to intervene
and subsequently direct the erst-
while Haryana Government to
improve the situation.
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Heavy rain likely in N-E, Peninsular India

NEW DELHI: There was scant
rain in north India on Tuesday,
pushing the mercury up, but
most places in Kerala and some
in Karnataka witnessed show-
ers, even as the IMD forecast
isolated heavy falls in Northeast
and Peninsular regions over the
next 4-5 days.

In Punjab and Haryana, hot
and humid weather conditions
prevailed at most places, with
maximum temperatures set-
tling two-three notches above
the normal limits.

Uttar Pradesh, however,
received light to moderate rain
along with thundershowers at
isolated places.

The IMD said that under
the influence of an off-shore
trough from north Maharash-
tra coast to Lakshadweep area

and a cyclonic circulation over
east central Arabian Sea off Kar-
nataka coast fairly widespread
to widespread rainfall with iso-
lated heavy falls, thunderstorm
and lightning are very likely
over Peninsular India during
the next 4-5 days.

Heavy to very heavy rain-
fall at isolated places also very
likely over Coastal Karnataka
and Kerala & Mahe on Septem-
ber 10 and the day after, it said.

In its Monsoon update, the
IMD said it western end at mean
sea level lies near normal posi-
tion and its eastern end lies
north of its normal position.

Also a cyclonic circula-
tion lies over West Assam &
adjoining Sub-Himalayan West
Bengal and Sikkim in lower tro-
pospheric levels.

Under the influence of these
two systems, fairly widespread
rainfall with isolated heavy falls,
thunderstorm and lightning are
very likely over Northeast India
and Sub-Himalayan West Ben-
gal and Sikkim September 10.

Heavy to very heavy rain-
fall at isolated places also very
likely over Assam and Megha-
laya and Sub-Himalayan West
Bengal and Sikkim on that day.

The IMD has forecast heavy
rainfall at isolated places over
Sub-Himalayan West Bengal,
Sikkim, Odisha, Andaman
& Nicobar Islands, Assam,
Meghalaya, Madhya Maha-
rashtra, Marathwada, Konkan,
Goa, Coastal and South Inte-
rior Karnataka, Kerala & Mahe
and Tamil Nadu, Puducherry &
Karaikal on Wednesday. AGENCIES
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