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IMD: Rainfall
unlikely in city
till Tuesday

New Delhi, Sept. 10:
Monsoon is likely to stay
longer in the national
capital and start with-
drawing only in the “ini-
tial days of October”, an
India  Meteorological
Department official said
on Thursday,

The wind system had
reached Delhi on June
25, two days earlier than
normal.

“According to the
extended range forecast,
monsoon rains will con-
tinue until September
end. The withdrawal is
likely to happen in the
initial days of October,"”
said Kuldeep Srivastava,
the head of the IMD's
regional forecasting

centre.
Earlier this vear, the
MeT department

revised the date for the
withdrawal of monsoon
from Delhi from
September 21 to
September 25. — PTI

Odisha fioods: CM
announces package

Bhubaneswar: Odisha chief
minister Naveen Patnaik on
Friday announced a special
package of ¥300 crore for
livelihood support for farm-
ers to ameliorate their suf-
ferings due to the recent
floods in the state. In the
farm sector, agriculture input
subsidy will be provided to
small and marginal farmers
who have sustained crop
loss of 32X per cent and
above at the rate of 16,800
per hectare of land in rain-
fed and non-irrigated areas,
a statement from the chief
ministers office said. 13,500
input subsidy will be provid-
ed per hectare of land in
areas under assured irriga-
tion and ¥18,000 per hectare
for all types of perennial
crops, the statement said.

— PTI
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Eroded flood bank in East
Godavari puts life in danger

N. VAMSI SRINIVAS | DC
VIJAYAWADA. SEPT. 11

People living in 12 vil-
lages apart from about
32,000 of agricultural
land are facing immense
danger of inundation
due to the vulnerable
flood banks in L
Polavaram mandal in
East Godavari district.

The threat, that has
been persisting for more
than a year, was height-
ened due to further ero-
sion of the circular flood
bank when the Godavari
was in spate recently
The erosion of marginal
land took place at least
for 10 mts completely
exposing the flood bank
in several places.

The cash-strapped irri-
gation department has
kept repairs on  hold
though it may have to
spend less than 70
crore. On  the other
hand, Chiel Minister
¥.5. Jagan Mohan Reddy
is on a spree of announc-
ing new irrigation
schemes and barrages
estimated to cost thou-
sands of crores of
rupees. “This raises seri-
ous doubts if the govern-
ment is just plaving to
the gallery,” said an irri-
gation expert from the
rice bowl district of the

state.
Indeed, the Chief
Minister laid the founda-

tion stone with great fan-
fare on November 21 last
vear for the repair works
during his visit to East
Godavari. Keeping in
view the foundation lay-
ing, the irrigation
department hurriedly
issued a GO just a day
before (GO Rt 523, Dt
20.11.2019), giving
administrative sanction
for the works.

A wear later, Aditya-

Flood bank in Polavaram mandal in East Godavari
after erosion on Friday.

© SOURCES SAID it is
becoming a practice for
the department to
accord administrative
sanction and keep ten-
ders on hold due to
paucity of funds. “What
to do? The finance
department rejects
every proposal citing
lack of funds,” lamented
a senior official.

nath Das, special CS, ir-
rigation, recently direct-
ed the engineer-in-chief,
irrigation, and chief en-
gineer, Godavari delta
system, not to float ten-
ders for the work “pro-
tecting the most vulnera-
ble, eroded or slipped
river margins by provid-
ing pitching and revet-
ments near Ramalayvam-
pet between 9 km and 11
km of the flood bank.”
Sources said it s
becoming a practice for
the department to
accord administrative
sanction and keep ten-
ders on hold due to
paucity of funds. “What
to do? The finance

department rejects
every proposal citing
lack of funds,” lamented
asenior official.

The top brass’ decision
in the present case
comes even after the gov-
ernment admitted that
the flood waters have
been hitting the margin-
al lands and flood bank
directly and, coupled
with tidal waves, the ero-
sion on  both  the
Gowthami Right Flood
Bank and PIP flood bank
is so high that the repair
works have to be take up
at the earliest.

Local farmers too are
frightened because bre-
ach of the flood bank at
one place will have a cas-
cading effect and lead to
breaches at many places
as the 41-km flood bank
is in circular shape.
“Making the situation
worse, the drains -
MNorth and South Addala
Kalva and Perumallara-
japuram — are also in
spate and overflowing
into the river, damaging
the flood banks,” a
farmer pointed out.

NELLORE GETS
WATER BUT
FARMERS HIT

D. SIVA RAMI
REDDI | DC
KURNOQOL, SEPT. 11

The Kundu river contin-
ues to be pumped with
water from the Krishna
as the Srisailam dam is
at its full capacity of 885
feet.

Despite requests from
farmers to reduce the
flow to the Kundu at
Banakacherla escape
channel as it has sub-
merged fields, officials
are still letting out more
than 20,000 cusecs. The
Kundu has virtually
become a carryving canal
to Nellore to fill up the
Somasila and Kandaleru
reservoirs,

None of the earlier
agreements and treaties
speak about taking
Krishna water to Nell-
ore, said a retired en-
gineer. Water resources
minister Anil Kumar Ya-
dav, who is also district
in-charge, is overseeing
the water discharge.

Nandyal MP Pocha
Bramhanand Reddy
speaking to  Deccan

Chronicle said, “It is true
that fields have been
submerged due to over-
flows in the Kundu river
Someone has to make
sacrifices. Nellore is also
a part of Andhra
Pradesh. We are per-
suading farmers to bear
the crop losses.” When
asked whether Nellore
and Prakasam were part
of Ravalaseema, he
evaded the question and
said “Nothing could be
done about it.”
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IMD yellowwarning for
21districtsin Odi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
EHUBANESWAR, 11 SEPTEMBER

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD)'s Region-
al Centre here issued vellow
waming for 21 districts of
Odisha forecasting light to
moderate rainin next 48 hours
due to the impact of cyclonic
circulationoverthe Bay of Ben-

Balasore, Bhadrak, Cut-
tack, Jagatsinghpur, Jajpur,
Kendrapara, Gajapati, Ganjam,
khurda, Puri, Nayagarh, Kala-
handi, Kandhamal, Boudh,
Balangir, Sonepur, Sambalpur,
Angul, Deogarh, Keonjhar
and Mayurbhanj - will expe-
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riencelight tomoderate rain-
fall it said.

The twin cities of Cuttack
and Bhubaneswar are likely
to witness partly cloudy sky
with moderate rain or thun-
derstorm, said the forecast.

The IMD officials said the
vellow alert indicates the
weather could change forthe
worse, causing disruption in
day-to-day activities.

New Indian Express 12-September-2020

Committee to help
those displaced
by Tehridam

A high-powered committee under
the chairmanship of the Garhwal
commissioner will be formed to
resolve the issues of those affected
by Tehri dam construction, said
Tourism Minister Satpal Maharaj. As
many as 415 families were displaced
due to the project. “Local MLAs will
also be included in the committee,
which will have to submit its report
within two months. Future action
will be decided on the basis of this
report,” said the minister after a
meeting with state government
officials last week. The decision was
also taken to install fences and solar
lights in villages adjacent to the
Tehri dam lake and around the dam.
Issues related to providing land for
the construction of public use were
also discussed in the meeting.
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Talks with Kerala on water
issues progressing well: TN

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THE talks with Kerala govern-
ment on the Parambikulam-
Azhivar project and the Pandi-
yar-Punnampuzha scheme are
progressing well, according
to the Tamil Nadu offi-
cials who took part in
the discussion at
Thiruvananthapuram
on Friday.

“A step forward has
been taken during to-
day’s discussions. The next
round of talks is likely to take
place in Chennai soon. Kerala
is agreeing in principle to the
Padiyar-Punnampuzha
scheme. Kerala has asked for
sharing of data like the place
of the dam, water sharing in-

formation, etc., Tamil Nadu
government will give the in-
formation within a week,” of-
ficial sources told Express.

“In the Parambikulam-
Azhiyar project, we have dis-
cussed the new Anaimalayar

dam, Neerar-Nallar Multi-
purpose project and oth-
er issues. If these pro-
jects are completed,

Tamil Nadu would get

more water. We have

prepared a schedule for
water sharing in this re-

gard and Kerala will get
back on this,” added the
source.

In the morning session, the
Parambikulam-Aliyar project
was taken up and in the even-
ing, the Pandiyar-Punnampu-
zha project was discussed.

Only surplus water from Srivaikuntam dam should be released to industries: NGT

SV KRISHMA CHAITANYA @chennal  member Saibal Dasgupta, said
priority should be given to ful-
filling drinking water needs.
“Only the excess water should
be supplied to the industries in
accordance with the Supreme
Court ruling.”

The order was passed after
the Union Environment Minis-

THE southern bench of Nation-
al Green Tribunal (NGT) on
Friday directed the Tamil Nadua
Water Supply and Drainage
Board (TWAD) to release only
surplus Thamarabarani water
from Srivaikuntam dam to in-

Court's order on the matter
would continue to be in
operation,
e In February last vear,
the Supreme Court had
directed the collector
of Thoothukudi to in-
dependently assess the
situation so as to ensure

mil Nadu government to re-
voke the Government Order
(GO) dated March 17, 2008,
which permits the _&
TWAD to supply dam
water only for drinking
purposes, The tribunal
recorded the Union En-

dustries in Thoothukudi. The
bench, comprising Justice K
Ramakrishnan and expert

apex court allowed supply of
water for industrial purposes,
including for the Thoothukudi
Thermal Power Flant, subject
to the condition that drinking
water requirements were fully
met on priority

The TWAD, in 2011, had com-
missioned 20 MGD (million gal-
lons of water per day), which
roughly translates to 9.20 crore
litres, closed-cirenit scheme for

try recomimended the supply of
water from Srivaikuntam dam
to industries and asked the Ta-

supply of drinking water in
Thoothukudi. However, the wa-
ter was illegally supplied to
large industrial establish-
ments. With the Friday’s order,
the tribunal has disposed of the
case filed by Thoothukudi resi-
dent and advocate 8 Joel, while
giving liberty to the petitioner
to challenge the issuance of
fresh GO by the State.

Joel told TNIE that he will be

vironment Ministry's
recommendation and said
that until the State government
issues a fresh GO, the Supreme

challenging the GO, “There are
many villagers in Thoothukudi
who are deprived of potable
drinking water. The water flow
in Thamarabarani has reduced
and fear of drought looms large
whenever the monsoon fails.
So, giving away million of li-
tres of fresh water to indus-
tries daily is a crime commit-
ted by the government on its
people.”

that the needs for drinking
water and irrigation are not
compromised. At the time, the
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Thick clouds gather over Hyderabad before a brief spell of rain which brought
temperatures down in the city on Friday evening.
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Telangana (<. Today

Following heavy inflows, eight gates of the Srisailam project were lifted to let out 2.53 lakh cusecs to
Nagarjunasagar Project on Friday. — Photo: Chandrashekhar Sharma

L
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hRaiI.]fa]lb, thundershower recorded
in many parts of India, says IMD

NEW DELHI: There was rain-
fall and thundershower in many
parts of the country on Friday,
with heavy to very heavy show-
ers being recorded in isolated
places, while hot and humid
conditions prevailed in the
northern region.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) said
heavy to very heavy rainfall
was observed at isolated places
over sub-Himalayan West Ben-
gal, Sikkim, coastal Karnataka,
Kerala and Mahe.

There was isolated heavy
rainfall over Assam, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram,
Tripura, east Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh, Odisha, Gujarat , coastal
Andhra Pradesh and Yanam,
Telangana, Rayalaseema, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry and Karai-

kal and south-interior Karna-
taka, it added.

Rainfall and thundershow-
ers were observed in many parts
of Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
Arunachal Pradesh and coastal
Karnataka and at a few places
over Gangetic West Bengal and
Jharkhand among others, the
IMD said.

Similar conditions were
observed in isolated places
over east Uttar Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Punjab, Jammu & Kash-
mir, Ladakh, Gilgit-Baltistan &
Muzaffarabad and Rajasthan,
it added.

In Karnataka, 24 fishermen
stranded at sea off the Bhatkal
coast due to strong winds were
rescued by the Indian Coast
Guard, and heavy rains lashed
Mangaluru city and parts of
Dakshina Kannada district,

inundating low-lying areas and
flooding several places.

The wall of a residential
complex in Mangaluru’s Kun-
tikan collapsed following the
heavy downpour, burying sev-
eral cars parked in the area. The
debris fell on the compound of
a hostel behind the residential
complex.

The meteorological depart-
ment sounded a red alert for Fri-
day and Saturday in the coastal
districts of Dakshina Kannada
and Udupi and an orange alert
for September 13. It predicted
heavy rainfall along with thun-
der and lightning during the
days.

In Madhya Pradesh, Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han said torrential rains and
floods in the last week of August
resulted in a loss of Rs 9,500

crore to the state,

Crops over an area of
11.30 lakh hectares have been
destroyed, leaving 11.34 lakh
farmers affected, while around
60,000 houses were also dam-
aged, he said.

Heavy rains severely hit 12
districts and partially affected
23, disrupting normal life in
8,442 villages. Crops and houses
in several districts including,
Sehore, Raisen, Hoshangabad,
Harda and Dewas, were dam-
aged, Chouhan said.

A central team arrived in
the state on Thursday to assess
the damage.

Up north, Delhi reeled under
a spell of heat and humidity on
Friday, with the maximum tem-
perature settling at 37.8 degrees
Celsius, four notches above the
season’s average. upost
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Bountiful rains bring up
groundwater levels

Esa BIN ARDUL REHMAN

Hyderabad: As a result of copious
rainfall this year, the ground water
situation has significantly improved
in the State and a net rise of 4.80 me-
ters ground water has been regis-
tered in August as against same pe-
riod last year. The average depth of
ground water level stood at 11.15
mbgl (meter below pround level)
while it is hovering at 6.35 mbgl as
on August 2020.

The upsurge of ground water has
been witnessed inalmost all the dis-
tricts of the state given the fact that
the state has received 40 per cent ex-
cess rainfall this vear. As per the of-
ficial statistic a minimum of 0.40
meters rise in ground water has been
recorded in Adilabad District while
maximum rise of 11.89 meters was
observed in Mahbubnagar district.

In comparison to other districts
Hyderabad district alsofared well in
retaining ground water level. While
the average depth of water level was
observed 8.62 meters below ground
level in August 2019 the present
level is comparatively hovering at
3.27 m bgl in the city. This comes
with a fluctuation of 240 meters as
on July 2020 as against 5.35 meters
in August 2019

As per the data showing the com-

parison between average depth of
water level and the rainfall, the Hy-
derabad city received 457.7 mum rain-
fall up to August 2020 pulling up the
ground water level up from 8.62
mbpgl in August 2019 to 3.27 mbgl as
on August 2020, Thus, the fluctua-
tion in water level between August
2019 and August 2020 is registered
at 5.35 meters.

“The present ground water level
is quite appreciating as the intermit-
tent showers are marking their way
directly to the ground. The average
number of rainy days in Hvderabad

is something around 45 days. Ac-
cording to the situation the trends
will be fluctuated. We could analyze
the change in the trend only after
March when the earth faces the
scorching summer temperature af-
fecting the ground water retention
ability. More appreciating is that the
districts around Kaleshwaram Proj-
ect especially Sircilla, Siddipet and
the eastern part of the Nizamabad
also witnessed a surge in the water
table” explained Dr. Pandit
Madhnure, Director State Ground
Water Department, Telangana.
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