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How to leverage trained
water professionals

ater is a key sector to overcome

public health, livelihood and cli-

mate crisis-related challenges. To

create lasting water security, the
State has to actively engage with empowered
local communities and innovative markets to
enable the improved flexibility, adaptation
and resilience that the sector demands.

Water projects can be imagined at any
scale, but contextual, local responses remain
critical, For example, even if you planned to
bring water from a faraway river to a city. you
would need to understand how that new
water will be used, design for excess flow and
for sewage to be carried away.

For this, you need trained professionals,
local leaders and citizen volunteers who
understand how local water behaves, both
above and below the ground. They must be
able to find granular solutions that accommo-
date upstream and downstream
solutions created by others.

Over the decades, successive
governments have become more
and more ambitious about scal-
ing up water infrastructure. The

There is no system to understand the latent,
dispersed knowledge about water. Thereisa
societal memory loss.

These millions of skilled workers are hard
to discover, but even if we could find them,
there would be little trust in their prior knowl-
edge and experience. So each training effort
starts afresh, rarely building on the founda-
tions that exist.

How can we change this?

What if we could “light up” all the people
who have already undergone training in a way
that programme leaders and also communi-
ties know who and where they are; what they
already know; and what they have already
done? Everybody would then have the ability
to seek out exactly the people they need.
Equally, trained practitioners would have the
agency to access this information for their
OWN PUrPOSES.

Such discoverable, certifiable
water leaders could be critical to
create verifiable impact at scale in
any water initiative. If done right,
wie believe that this can contribute
to half a million jobs across the

ministry of jal shakti (MolJS) has Rohini country.

budgeted 30,000 crore for

As we make skilled people

water-related works in this year Nilekani more visible, what if we also digi-

alone. And the Jal Jeevan Mission
hopes to cover all the 145 million
unreached rural households with

nections (FHTC) by 2024. The

tally map and attest resources that
they engage with, use and pro-
duce? There could be electronic

teaching modules, water security

Funetional Household Tap Con- b registries of master trainers,

plans, and water assets such as

Atal Bhujal Yojana aims to -

improve groundwater manage- - wells and farm ponds. Capacity-
ment in 8,353 gram panchayats in building budgets could then be
five years. Mala redirected to fill only the gaps in

Tens of thousands of people ¢ hramaniam  training. The money saved could

across the country have been

trained for such programmes,

Across the country, they may be

called bhujal jankars, dhara sevaks, or jal sur-
akshaks. This excludes all the rofgar sahayalks,
Ierishi mitras and swacchata doots who work
in allied areas.

Yet, if we had to map where all these
trained people are, we would be in a fix.
Nobody has a comprehensive idea of how
effective the training has been either. What
has been the impact on the livelihoods of
these trainees? How has the knowledge trans-
ferred taken root in communities for ongoing
problem-solving?

Flexibility, adaptation and resilience are
eritical skills that communities
must build quickly HINDUSTAN TIMES

be used to pay for services deliv-

ered, This would incentivise peo-

ple to remain in the sector, and
both receive and provide value across time.

Arghyam has recently funded the deploy-
ment of one simple digital attestation service,
to begin with, in a few large programmes
being implemented in some states together
‘with non-governmental organisations.

The pandemic has forced some physical
training to go virtual, Interestingly, people are
now experiencing the convenience of any
time, anywhere, atomised learning sessions
with expert trainers. Through this process,
the trainees receive a digital attestation that
they can own, access and share to leverage
new opportunities. Our efforts are aligned
with the tech design and the principles behind
capacity-building platforms adopted by the
government such as Diksha, ECHO and iGot.

The early results are promising. Open data
sets and a shared digital infrastructure can be
very powerful in restoring the agency of sarm-
aaj through community institutions, of sark-
aar through local government, and of bazaar
through new livelihoods for skilled workers.

If we have to effectively tackle the current
and future pandemics, and collectively
address climate-related emergencies, flexibil-
ity, adaptation and resilience are not just
words. They are critical skills that communi-
ties must build quickly. The water sector isa
good place to innovate in service of this
imperative,

Rohini Nilekani is chairperson, Arghyam.
Mala Subramaniam is CEO, Arghvam
Arghyam is a foundation that

warks for safe, sustainable water and sanitation
The views expressed are personal
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Odisha seeks Rs 1,100 cr central aid for flood damage

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR,
SEPTEMBER17

THE ODISHA government
Thursday sought assistance of Rs
1100crore fromthe Centretodeal
with the aftermath of the recent
floodsin thestate. Theaid amount
wascalculated aftera preliminary
assessment of damage to crops,
houses and other properties.

As per government numbers,

about 2.25 lakh hectares of agri-
cultural land have suffered dam-
age due to the floods in the last
week of August. About 1,20,000
houses, aswell asembankments,
roads, and public infrastructure,
have also been affected.

The floods hit nearly 14 lakh
people fromover 6,000villages of
19districts. These numbers were
presented ata high-level meeting
chaired by state Chief Secretary
Asit Tripathy.

A central team, which was on

a two-day visit to the state to as-
sess the damage caused due to
floods, agreed to consider sup-
porting the state in terms of re-
sponse as well as mitigation
measures such as strengthening
of infrastructure and properties.
The team, led by Praveen Vas-
hista, Joint Secretary in the Min-
istryof Home Affairs, visited flood-
hitareasof Bhadrak, Kendrapada,
Jajpur and Puri, “In the meeting,
we haveemphasised that thereis
aneed forlong-termmeasuresto

mitigatesuchfloodsinthefuture,
including strong embankments
and power infrastructure. Our
major areas of concernwere dam-
age to agricultural and horticul-
ture crops apart from property
damage," a senior official said.
According to Special Relief
Commissioner Praceep Jena, high
floods took place in five majorsys-
tems of Subarnarekha, Baitarani,
Brahmani, Budhabalanga and
Mahanadi, necessitating reloca-
tionof over 1.73 lakh people.
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T.S5.S. SIDDHARTH | DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 17

Heavy rains lashed the
city for the second day in
a row and the ordeal of
waterlogged roads, fallen
trees and inundated areas
that began on Wednesday
continued on Thursday

as well,
The Indian
Meteorological Dep-

artment (IMD) said that
the weather will remain
the same for the next 48
hours. For the city, it has
issued a heavy rainfall
warning lasting four
days, till September 21.

While the rains were
heavy in the Old City and
the newer parts of the
eity on Wednesday, the sit-
uation was reversed on
Thursday. Many parts of
Secunderabad received
heavy rainfall.

As of 8.30 pm, the high-
est rainfall was recorded
at Balanagar at 71.5 mm.
This was followed by

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Chronicle 18-September-2020

Heavy rains continue
to batter twin cities

IMD warns of snmllar weather for next 48 hours

Motorists skid and fall off the bike and injure
themselves near Parade Grounds in Secunderabad

on Thursday.

Malkajgiri at 54.5 mm. In
the state, Bejgaon in
Gadwal district received
the highest rainfall meas-
uring 86.8 mm.

Following the IMD
warning, Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC)
commissioner  Lokesh

— 5. SURENDER REDDY

Kumar asked the mon-
soon emergency and dis-
aster response teams to
be on their toes,

Due to the rainfall, boul-
ders firom a hillock fell on
the fourth lane
(Rajendranagar Exit-16)
on the Outer Ring Road
(ORR) Wednesday night.

It was removed by offi-
cials of the Hyderabad
Growth Corridor Limited
and ORR on Thursday
noon,

The GHMC received 205
complaints of rain-relat-
ed issues, from waterlog-
ging to the uprooting of
trees, from building to
wall collapses. While the
highest number of com-
plaints between Wednes-
day and 6 pm on Thu-
rsday were those pertain-
ing to waterlogging (126),
those pertaining to dam-
age to roads (45) followed.

On the electricity front,
officials of the Telangana
State Southern Power
Distribution Company
Limited (TSSPDCL) said
that five feeders had
tripped due to the rains in
Vengalrao Nagar,
Falaknuma, IDPL, H.-j.ld.
nagar and Macha-
bolaram. “The Ieeders
were all repaired within
15 minutes,” an official
said.
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BUND TO BE
BUILT TO SAVE
20 HABITATIONS

RAVINDRA SESHU | DC
KOTHAGUDEM, SEPT. 17

A total of 20 habitations
of Aswapuram, Manugu-
ru, Charla and Dummu-
gudem mandals will be
protected by a bund from
the River Godavari as
part of the Sitammasagar
project that proposes to
store 37 tmec ft of water
The bund should be built
at the height of 80 feet to
protect the habitations
from the river water.

The government began
land acquisition for the
purpose in the four man-
dals. The Sitammasagar
is being built to store
water for the Sitarama lift
irrigation project. About
6.74 lakh acres will be irri-
gated under it.

The storage of 37 tme ft
may cause submersion of
habitations in the two ma-
ndals. A bund on both
sides is proposed to pro-
tect these habitations
from the backwaters of
the project.

A survey was taken up
in the three mandals and
completed in one village
in Charla mandal. The
anicut will be built at 69
metres against 43 meters
of the Godavari river lev-
el, About 358 acres in
Manuguru, 293 in Asw-
apuram, 419 in Dummu-
gudem and 747 acres in
Charla would be acquired
for the bund., The Sitam-
masagar, which iz a river
reservoir, will come up
200 metres upstream of
the Sitarama lift irriga-
tion project. The project
cost is estimated at T2 600
crore. The officials plan to
complete the land survey
within two months, The
bund is also a relief to the
people of these habita-
tions from regular Noods
in the Godavari. These
villages are inundated
EVErY MOonsoon.

From the Sitarama pro-
ject, about 9,000 cusecs of
water will be lifted every
day through four pump
sets during the monsoon
and about 70 tmc ft will be
sent to the canals in the
SPASON.

The people in the 20
habitations are happy
over the construction of a
bund on the Godavari. N,
Appaiah, a farmer from
Aswapuram, said “Not
only habitations but also
the crops will be saved fi-
om the floods with the bu-
nd construction. We are
welcoming the land acqg-
uisition for the purpose.”
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Rain bounty in TS
recharges water table

State gets 40% excess rains up to Aug-end compared to corresponding period in 2019

Dark clouds engulf Hyderabad on Thursday as rains lashed many parts of the city leaving several localities water-logged. — Photo: |ANS

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The 2020-21 water year has
been particularly good for
Telangana with the State re-
ceiving 40 per cent excess
rainfall upto August end
compared to the rainfall
during the corresponding
period in 2019, Qut of the 33
districts in the State, 23 dis-
tricts have reported excess
rainfall, 10 received normal
rainfall with no district in
deficit. Out of 589 mandals,
370 received excess rainfall,
193 received normal rainfall
and only 26 have reported
deficit rainfall,

Rainfall is the main
source for groundwater
recharge in the State, The
State, as a whole received
830.50mm of rainfall till Au-
gust 31, against normal rain-
fall of 592.60mm. The south-
west monsoon dumped 79
pet cent of the rainfall, while
the north-east accounted for
14 per cent and the remain-
ing by rains during other
seasons. The State Ground

Monsoon Magic )

District and mandal-wise
rainfall during 2020-21

DISTRICTS | MANDALS
EXCESS
Excess
23 NORMAL

Normal

10 DEFICIENT
Deficient . 26
Nl SCANTY

Scanty: Nil NIL

MORE RAINS FORECAST

193

KLIS Command
Area
© Water leve| of
10-15 m bgl occupied
34 per cent KLIS area
© 15-20 m byl occupied
13 per centarea

© More than
20 m bgl occupied
10 per cent area

© Deepwater level areas
under KLIS reduced
by 41per cent

Hyderabad: There will be no immedate respite from rains inTelangana State
and its capital Hyderabad with the weatherman forecasting that the present
spell of rainfall will extend up to Monday. Rainfall is likely to be widespread

across the State under the influence of a persisting cyclonic circulation over
Telangana and neighbourhood extending up to 2.1 km above mean sea level,
and a cyclonic circulation lying over north Coastal Andhra Pradesh coupled
witha low pressure area likely to develop over Northeast Bay of Bengal

and neighbourhood around September 20

Water Department, which
monitors the groundwater
level with the help of 957
piezometers, reported that
the average groundwater

Report: PAGE 5

level in the State rose by an
encouraging 4.80 metres
with the net increase in
groundwater during August
2020 amounting to 310 tmc.

The analysis reveals that
the average groundwater
level in the State during Au-
gust-2020 was 6.35 metres
below ground level (mbgl),
a healthy rise compared to
11.15 mbgl during the corre-
sponding month in 2019,
showing a rise of 4.80 me-
tres.

KLIS Command Area

In the Kaleswaram Lift Yrri-
gation Scheme (KLIS) com-
mand area, increase in
groundwater levels was
found in south eastern parts
of Nizamabad, eastern Ka-
mareddy, entire Rajanna
Sircilla, central and eastern
Siddipet and most of the
Bhongir districts.

Water level of 10-15 mbgl
occupied 34 per cent of the
KLIS command area, 15-20
mbgl occupied 13 per cent
area and more than 20 mbgl
occupied 10 per cent of the
area. In comparison it was
26 per cent, 31 per cent and
33 per cent respectively in
the month of August 2019,

(SEE PAGE 2)
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Projects across State get copious inflows

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

As a result of the incessant
rains in the State, major
projects on River Krishna
are receiving huge inflows
and reservoirs are brimming
with flood water,

The Priyadarshini Jurala
Project (PJP) was receiving
1,62,200 cusecs and was dis-
charging 1,64,328 cusecs.
The reservoir has almost
reached the FRL of 318.516
metres, 20 gates have been

Priyadarshini Jurala Project was receiving 1,62,200
cusecs and was discharging 1,64,328 cusecs;

reservoir almost reaches FRL
lifted and 1,35,572 cusecs of water are discharging mod-
water have been released erately. At Srisailam, the
down the stream. water level was 884.61 feet,
quantum of water available
Quantum of water in the reservoir was 213.35
Above the Priyadarshini Ju- tmc out of a capacity of

rala Project, Almatti with
18,588 cusecs and Narayan-
pur with 14,864 cusecs of

21581 tme, the inflow was
3,38,820 cusecs and dis-
charge was 4,13,478 cusecs,

At Nagarjuna Sagar Project
too tligaiﬂﬂaws \Ege helavy
with 3,48,518 cusecs of water
reaching the reservoir and
3,58,518 cusecs of water re-
leased downstream.

As a result Pulichintala
project is receiving 1,90,619
cusecs and is releasing a
massive 3,04,692 cusecs
downstream to Prakasam
barrage in AP,

Projects on Godavari
Meanwhile, projects on Go-
davari and its tributaries are

also receiving large amounts
of flood water, SRSP reser-
voir reached its gross stor-
age capacity of 90,31 tmc and
the project was releasing
85,692 cusecs of water
downstream,

Inflows into Sripada Yel-
lampally project was 1,16,335
cusecs and the same amount
of water was being dis-
charged from the project. In-
flows into Lower Manair
dam was 34,809 cusecs and
same amount of water was
being discharged.
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STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

There will be no immedate
respite from rainsin Telan-
gana State and its capital
Hyderabad with the weath-
erman forecasting that the
present spell of rainfall will
extend up to Monday.
Rainfall is likely to be
widespread across the
State under the influence
of a persisting cyclonic cit-
culation over Telangana
and meighbourhood ex-
tending up to 2.1 km above
mean sea level, and a cy-
clonic circulation lying
over north Coastal AP cou-
pled with a low pressure
area likelyto develop over
Northeast Bay of Bengal
around September 20,
According to the g;l.ge
gana State report
Meteorological ~ Centre,
light to moderate rains or
thunder showers are very
likely to occur at most
places in the State till Sep-
tember 21 and the depart-
ment doesn't foresee any
major change even after
September 21, Due to the
cyclumc urcu!ahon.hmy
rains are expected in iso-
lated places in Adilabad,
KB Asifabad, Nirmal,
Nizamabad, Jagtial, Karim-
nagar, Rajanna Sircilla,

Slgclgn
Vlkarabad Ranga Reddy,
Medchal, Hyderabad, Na-
garkurnool, Wanapmhy,
Naranyanpet, S
Yadadri, Nalgonda and
Mahabubnagar districts.
The weather in Hyder-
abad will be generally
cloudy with light to moder-
ate rain likely to occur in
many aia:ts and intense

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE
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No rain respite yet, says weatherman

Light to moderate rains or thundershowers likely at most places till Sept 21 under influence of a persisting cyclonic circulation

Water gushing out of the breached Yedula diversion canal q’ the Mahatma Gandhi Kahwakurthy L|ﬁ Trrigation Scheme on Thursday

Villagers evacuated after canal breach

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Over 200 families of the
Bandaraipakala village of
Revella mandal, a village
earmarked for submergence
under the Palamury-Ran-
gareddy Lift Trrigation
Scheme (PRLIS), vacated
es when water
from hreached Yedula di-
version canal of the Ma-
hatma Gandhi Kalwakurthy
Lift Irrigation scheme
(MGKLIS) gushed into their
homes on Thursday.
The breach was cased by
the incessant rains and

heavy inflows intolocal sea-
sonal streams and tanks in
Wanaparthy district since
Wednesday, The village, 30
kms from the district head-
quarters, falls under the 4
tme Yedula (Veeranjaneya)
reservoit. The villagers,
however, had not vacated
their homes allegedly due to
delbali; in the Relief and Re-
habilitation package.

The breach occurred in MGKLIS canal during the
early hours of Thursday as lifting of water through
pump houses was stopped due to heavy rains.

The breach occurred in
MGELIS canal during the
early hours of Thursday as
lifting of water
pump houses was stopped
due to heavy rains, The
ﬂoodwa.terf‘r;mthebreach
gushed into the PRLIS open
canal, The water then
flooded part of the village,
Mﬁ villagers loaded per-

belongings on tractors

through  gust, directed the

and other vehicles and va-
cated their homes. They are
camping outside the village
since morning waiting for
the knee deep flood water
to recede so that they can
return home,

Incidentally, Minister for
Agriculture Singireddy Ni-
ranjan Reddy had, in Au-
Tevenue
officials to speed up the
R&R package to Yedula and
Narlapur villages so that the
PRLIS work can be expe-
dited, Villagers say they are
ready to vacate the village if
the government provides
them an alternative site.

Streams in spate in
erstwhile Medak dlsmct

STATE BUREAU
Sogreddy

S dy, Siddipet and
Medak districts witnessed
heavy rains throughout
Wednesday and Thursday
barring some isolated
places,

Several streams such as

Nallavagy, Haldi Vagu, |

Pedda Vagu, Nakkav:
and others me“E“m
spate following the inces-

sant rains, A majority of the

minor irrigation tanks are
overflowing, Whiletwo per-
sons were swept away in a
stream near Zaheerabad on
Wednesday night, a couple
were demmm?
Nara) inS;
district. rroads have bemy
damaged in several places,
Due to heavy rains, the fil-
ter bed pipeline at Ko-
maticheruvu was washed

8=
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River Manjira flowing through Sri Vanadurga Bhavani Temple in
Edupayala of Medak district on Thursday.

bly constituency, Medak dis-
trict recorded 38,6mm rain-
fall during the past 24 hours
at 830 am on Thursday
while Sangareddy district
recorded 36.4mm rainfall,

‘Two swept away

away forcing Mission Bhagi-  in stream

ratha officials to suspend
supply of watet to over 80
villages in Siddipet Assem-

Two persons were swept
away in a stream, which was
in spate due to heavy rains,

at Satwar village of Zaheer-
abad Mandal on Thursday
early morning, The victims
were identified as Raju (40),
aresident of Haddanur and
Rajesh (40), a resident of
Satwar.

The Police and other offi-
cials fished out the bodies
with the help of expert
swimmers, Zaheerabad Po-
lice have registered a case,

Couple electrocuted in Narayankhed mandal

STATE BUREAU
Sangareddy

A couple was electrocuted at
Anthawar  village of
Narayankhed mandal in San-
ﬁmddy district on Thurs-

ay evening, The victims
wete identified as Badalgam
Swaroopa (43) and Badal-
‘gam Lakshmaiah (46).

According to
Narayankhed ectot,
Ravindar, the coup
living in a house built with
iron sheets at Anthawar vil-
Iage, Since the area hasbeen

she was electrocuted. Lak-
shmaiah who tried to res-

was  cue his wife unaware of the

danger, also died.

The couple used to eke
outalivelihood selling fruits
in Narayankhed town, and

futﬂlepastfewdays,them

tvt“]r]e1Ile hsouse was sodl;aﬁdé
WAr00pa Was

clothes after washing them,

they have one son Raju (21),
A pall of gloom descended
the village following the
couple’s death.
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Singur gets 66,000 cusecs inflows

STATE BUREAU
Sangareddy

Singur Multipurpose project,
the biggest project built
across river Manjira in
Telangana, has been receiv-
ing considerable inflows
since midnight Wednesday.
Singur, built at Singur village
of Pulkal Mandal, was receiv-
ing just below 1,000 cusecs
until Tuesday morning,

Farmers happy

The hopes of farmers of
Sangareddy district has
come alive as the project got
considerable inflows after a
three years gap. Singur was
having over 30,000 acres of
ayacut under it,

The inflows have in-
creased to over 66,000
cusecs at one point of time
on Thursday. As the Man-
jira’s catchment area has
witnessed heavy rains dur-
ing the past three days, the
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The project now holds 11 tmc of water against its full storage capacity of 29.91 tme.

inflows have swelled. The
66,000 cusecs of the inflow,
is the highest inflow
recorded at the project since
2017.JE Mahipal Reddy has
said that the inflows have

come down to 64,000 cusecs
by Thursday at 6pm.

The project now holds 11
TMCfts of water against its
full storage capacity of
29.9TMCft, The project got

Rajasthan Patrikal8-September-2020

'i»’tf <

about 8 TMCft water during
the past three days with the
storage level increasing
from 3.3TMCft on Tuesday
morning to NTMCft on
Thursday evening,
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