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Karnal to get 30 water harvesting systems
Move to help recharge water table that has fallen 12.87 metre in 44 yrs

TriBuNE NEWS SERVICE

KARNAL, SEPTEMBER 21
To recharge water table in
Karnal city, the Karnal
Smart City Ltd (KSCL), a
special purpose vehicle to
look after the Smart City
project, has started the
process to install 30 water
harvesting systems in the
area. Work on nine water
harvesting systemns has
been started.

Karnal block is in dark
zone and its ground water is
declining every year. As per
the report of Ground Water
Cell, the water table of Kar-
nal block has witnessed a
fall of 12.837 metre in the
past 44 years. It was 5.9
metre in 1974, which fell to
1169 metre in June 2004
and later to 18.97 metre in
June 2018.

“The water table haz been
declining due to over
exploitation, which is an
alarm bell for all. So, we
have decided to recharge
the water table, We have
taken up a project of
installing 30 water harvest-

‘Work on nine harvesting system is in progress in H.amal on Monday. I?‘HIJTCI SAYEED AHMED

THE DECLINE

Year | Water table
1974 5.9 metre
2004 11,69 metre
2018 18.77 metre

ing systems in the smart
city project,” said Nishant
Kumar Yadav, CEO KSCL-

cum-DC.
He zaid these harvesting
systems Were being

installed in government
offices, schools, colleges,
parks and one in Karnal
Municipal Corporation
Office. The work on the
project is going on in full
swing at the offices of

Agriculture Department,
Animal Husbandry
Department, Civil Sur-
geon Office, Civil Hospi-
tal, government schools in
Model Town, Daha, Zarifa
farm, and Madhuban. He
zaid the project would
help in recharging the
water table.
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T.5.5. SIDDHARTH | DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 21

After four consecutive
rainy days, the sun broke
out in the city on Monday.
This, officials of the mete-
orological department
said, is because the winds
that were carryving the
cumulonimbus clouds
have moved northwards,
and there would be show-

ers in the northern
districts.

On Monday, only
Guthbullapur received

rainfall measuring 5.5 mm
(till 8 pm). In the state, the
highest rainfall was regis-
tered at Narnoor mandal
in Adilabad at 74.5 mm.

“We predict that the
weather would continue to
remain dry for the next 24
hours. The reason for this
is because all the humidi-
ty-laced winds, that would
form clouds, are moving
northwards. That is why
the districts in the north-
ern parts of the state
would witness rainfall,”
Dr K Nagaratna, director,
Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD),
Hyderabad. told Deccan
Chronicle.

She did not rule out the
chances of light drizzles
in isolated parts of the
city.

ON MONDAY, only
Quthbullapur received
rainfall measuring 5.5 mm
(till 8 pm). In the state,
the highest rainfall was
registered at Narnoor
mandal in Adilabad at
74.5 mm.
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Sunshine gives rain-affected city a break

KTR instructs officials to take
all precautions, relief measures

MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 21

Municipal administration
and urban development
minister K.T. Rama Rao on
Monday reviewed the
impact of the heavy rains
in Hyderabad and towns
in the state and instructed
officials to take all neces-
sary precautions and step
up relief measures where
required.

With more rains expect-
ed, Rama Rao asked senior
officials to cancel the lea-
ves of all employees and
directed them to stay on
the field. He asked the
officials to conduct sur-
prise inspections from ti-
me to time, MA&UD offici-
als informed Rama Rao th-
at Hyderabad had received
heavy rainfall of 54 cm in
the last 10 days. The rain
had fallen in the gap of a

few hours each day, lead-
ing to waterlogging in low-
lying areas. The officials
informed the minister that
about 170 rescue teams we-
ree working in Hyderabad.
Rama Rao instructed
officials to identify and
demolish the buildings
which are on the verge of
collapsing. He asked the
officials to form teams to
monitor areas prone to
waterlogging. Officials we-

re asked to send out safety
and security guidelines to
private contractors who
have taken up construc-
tion work in the city

Rama Rao instructed the
officials to take up repair
works on roads damaged
by the rains. He also asked
them to rope in the ento-
mology department work-
ers to ensure sanitation
works are taken up after
the rains stop.

Karimnagar low-lying areas inundated

PULI SHARATH
KUMAR | DC
KARIMNAGAR, SEPT. 21

Several low-lying areas
within the Karimnagar
Municipal  Corporation
limits and villages sur-
rounding it have been inun-
dated following heavy rains
that lashed the city on
Saturday night.

District authorities said
rainfall of around 7.1 em
caused large-scale damage
to standing paddy, cotton
and maize crops, while
several water bodies are
overflowing with huge
inflows because of heavy
rains over the district dur-
ing the last two days. Paddy
crop was damaged in Durs-
hed, Mughdampur, Che-

rlabhutkar and Chama-
npalli villages. Cotton and
corn crops were damaged
partially in Nagunur and
Gopalapuram villages.
With drains overflowing,
there was water-logging in
Bus stand, Kaman Cho-
wrasta,Police Commission-
erate, Mukarampura, Hou-
sing Board Colony, Mank-
ammathota, Rekurthi and
Collectorate areas. Vehic-
ular traffic was disrupted.
People of many colonies
in KMC limits faced prob-
lems with water entering
their houses. Disaster resp-
onse teams have been str-
iving hard to remove the
water. The electricity sub-
station at Bhagatnagar got
flooded with water. City
mayor Y. Sunil Rao and mu-

[ . ...&‘-i.

Rekurthi submerged in floodwater due to heavy rains in

Karimnagar district.

nicipal officials inspected
the sub-station and made
arrangements for pumping
out the water: With forecast
of more rains for the com-
ing three days, officials ha-
ve advised people not to ve-
nture out of their houses.
District collector K. Shas-
hanka has ordered officials

of departments concerned
to remain alert and prevent
any untoward incidents. He
instructed officials not to
leave headquarters but pre-
pare themselves to deal
with any unusual situation.
He asked them to move peo-
ple from dilapidated houses
to safer places.
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City may witness light
rains in few days: IMD

New Delhi, Sept. 21:
Sultry weather contin-
ued to trouble residents
of Delhi on Monday,
though light rain might
bring some relief in the
next few days.

There has been no pre-
cipitation in Delhi for 12
days. The last time the
Safdarjung Observatory,
which provides represen-
tative data for the city
recorded any rainfall (1.3
mm) was on September 8,

Lack of rains pushed
the mercury up in Delhi
over the last few days.

On Monday, the maxi-
mum temperature set-
tled at 36.8 degrees
Celsius, two notches
more than normal.

Light rains are likely
over the next two to three
days, the Met depart-
ment predicted.

The national capital
has recorded 79 per cent

less rainfall in
September so far, accord-
ing to India

Meteorological
Department data.
The Safdarjung

THE LAST time the
Safdarjung Observatory,
which provides repre-
sentative data for the
city, recorded any rain-
fall (1.3 mm) was on
September 8

» THE NATIONAL capital
has recorded 79 per
cent less rainfall in
September so far,
according to India
Meteorological
Department data. Light
rains are likely over the
next two to three days

Observatory has record-
ed just 20,9 mm rainfall
against the normal of
100.5 mm this month so
far.

Delhi recorded 237 mm
rainfall in August this
vear, the highest for the
month in seven vears.

Owverall, the city has
recorded 576.5 mm rain-
fall against the usual of
624.3 mm since June 1,
when the monsoon sea-
s0m starts. —PTI
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Heavy rain has
civic staff on toes

KTR directs them to be on the field round the clock

CITY BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The heavy rainfall of 54 cm
in the State capital in just 10
days, which could make any
urban infrastructure appear
weak, has prompted the offi-
cial machinery here into
tough action mode.

With more heavy rains
expected over the next two
weeks, Municipal Adminis-
tration and Urban Develop-
ment Minister KT Rama
Rao huddled with officials in
Hyderabad on Monday, ask-
ing them to be alert and can-
cel leaves of all employees
so that there would be no
shortage of manpower to
handle any situation, in the
capital as well as in any
urban local body across the
State,

Directing officials to be
on the field round the clock
and initiate measures to re-
duce loss of life and prop-
erty during the rains, the
Minister also asked the
Greater Hyderabad Munici-
pal Corporation to soon
launch capping works (con-
struction of box drains) on
open nalas to avoid any un-
toward incidents. These
works would be for nalas
less than two metres wide.
Officials have been asked to
come up with an action plan
to complete the works with-
out delay. This was after of-

MA&UD Minister KT Rama Rao at a review meeting with
GHMC officials on Monday.

Minister takes stock
of damage following
54 ¢cm rain in the last
10 days; GHMC
officials told to cancel
leaves of civic staff

ficials told the Minister that
heavy rains had lashed the
city in a very short span,
leading to water-logging in
many low-lying areas, with
two persons losing their
lives as well.

Another important in-
struction from the Minister
was to identify old and di-
lapidated buildings and ex-
pedite demolition of build-
ings that are on the verge of

collapsing, This apart, offi-
cials were asked to send out
safety and security guide-
lines to private contractors,
who were taking up con-
struction works in the city.

Asking officials to set up
teams in water-logging
areas and to monitor the sit-
uation regularly, the Minis-
ter noted that currently, 170
monsoon emergency teams
were working in the city to
initiate rescue and relief
wotks and ensure free flow
of traffic.

Officials were also asked
to take up the repair works
on damaged stretches, apart
from pressing into service
more entomology and sani-
tary teams to ensure sanita-
tion works soon after the
rains recede.
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following heavy inflows.

et T

Water being released from Sri Raja Rajeshwari reservoir in Rajanna-Sircilla district

Millennium Post 22-September-2020

Heavy rains lash Kerala,
orange alertin 10 districts

Torrential rains continue in parts of Karnataka, rivers in spate

OUR CORRESPONDENT

THIRUVANANTHA-
PURAM: Heavy rains contin-
ued to lash Kerala on Monday
with the IMD issuing an orange
alert for 10 districts after a low
pressure area had formed over
the North East Bay of Bengal
and neighbourhood.

The districts of Kottayam,
Ernakulam, Idukki, Thris-
sur, Palakkad, Malappuram,
Kozhikode, Wayanad, Kan-
nur and Kasaragod have been
issued Orange alert,

The Kundala, Kallarkutti,
Malankara and Ponmudi dam
shutters have been opened
resulting in water rise in Peri-
yar, Muthirapuzha and Muvat-
tupuzha rivers.

“There was one death
reported from Thiruvanantha-
puram on Sunday. The death
occured after the person came
in contact with a live electric
wire which got snapped due to

heavy rain and wind,” a State
Disaster Management Author-
ity official told news agency.

"We have also received
information about one death
from Kasaragod on Monday
morning, but yet to receive
the details officially,” the offi-
cial added. A weather bulletin
said that a low pressure area has
formed over Northeast Bay of
Bengal and neighborhood on
Sunday morning and is likely

1o move west-northwest during
the next 2-3 days. The Idukki
reservoir is at 80 per cent of its
storage capacity as on Monday
morning, district officials said.

Hosdurg in Kasaragod
received 9 ¢cm of rainfall, as
per the latest bulletin on the
IMD website, while Vythiri in
Wayanad district received 9.4
cm, Munnar and Peerumedu
in Idukki received over 7 cm
of rain, while Nedumangadu

in Thiruvananthapuram also
received 7 cms of rain.

At least eight houses have
been destroyed in yesterday's
rain in Kasaragod district. The
state has received an average
of 7 cm of rainfall in the last24
hours.

TheIMD had issued a
red alert for Idukki, Thris-
sur, Palakkad, Malappuram,
Kozhikode, Wayanad, Kannur
and Kasaragod districts for
Sunday.

Meanwhile, a majority
of rivers in Karnataka are in
spate due to torrential rains
for the past few days inundat-
ing many villages, submerging
houses, vehicles and destroy-
ing standing crops. According
to the Karnataka State Natu-
ral Disaster Monitoring Cen-
tre (KSNDMC), all the dams
are full to the brim due to the
heavy downpour resulting in
their floodgates being opened.

"Opening the floodgates

has led to flooding in the
regions in the downstream. We
have sounded an alert in many
areas but still some villages
will face the problem,” said a
KSNDMC official. Accord-
ing to the sources in the water
resource department, Cauv-
ery, Hemavathi, Kapila and
Harangi rivers were flowing
above the danger level.

The sources also said the
floodgates of the dams on these
four rivers have been opened.

"We have released 40,000
cusec water from the KRS
today. We have alerted people
in the downstream," an official
in the Water Resource Depart-
ment said.

Similarly, rivers in north
Karnataka and interior Karna-
taka are also wreaking havoc.

The important dams there
Bhadra, Tungabhadra, Ghata-
prabha, Malaprabha, Almatti
and Narayanapura are full to
the brim.
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