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The aftermath of rain at Null Bazar in south Mumbai on Wednesday. Pratik Chorge/HT Photo
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NEW DELHI: The Ganga’s water
quality did not improve during
the first month of the lockdown
imposed in the aftermath of the
coronavirus pandemic, accord-
ing to a new report released on
Wednesday by the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB), bely-
ing hopes that the closure of
industries and restrictions on
public movement and gather-
ings may have reduced pollution
and made the river cleaner.

In fact, the Ganga's water
quality deteriorated in many
stretches, suggests the report
titled Assessment of Impact of
Lockdown on Water Quality of
Major Rivers. The analysis
showed that only seven of the 19
major rivers in India recorded an
improvement in their water
quality in April during the lock-
down that took effect on March
25, compared to the pre-lock-
down period.

The lockdown lasted from

period; the Brahmaputra (100 %
from 87.5%); Cauvery ( 96.97 %
from 90.5 %); Godavari (78.4 %
from 65.8% ); Krishna (94.4 %
from 84.6 %); Tapi (87.5 % from
77.8 %); and the Yamuna (66.67
% from 42.8 %).

Ganga'’s compliance with pri-
mary water quality criteria
declined to 46.2 % during lock-
down from 64.6 %. The report
suggests that this may have been
because of discharge of
untreated or partially treated
sewage; a negligible or lower
seasonal flow which increases
concentration of pollutants; and
absence of fresh water discharge
from upstream. Compliance
with water quality criteria also
declined in the Beas, Chambal,
Sutlej and Swarnarekha.

Four rivers that were 100%
compliant with outdoor bathing
water quality criteria were Baita-
rani, Mahanadi, Narmada and
Pennar. In the Ganga, during the
pre-lockdown period, primary
water quality in 42 out of 65
monitored locations (64.6 %)

No improvement in Ganga water quality

ANALYSIS SHOWED
THAT ONLY SEVEN
OF THE 19 MAJOR
RIVERS RECORDED
AN IMPROVEMENT
IN THEIR WATER
QUALITY IN APRIL

March 25 to May 31, although
some industrial activities were
allowed even in April.

The lower volume of water in
the rivers didn't help, either. A
milder March and April and
delayed and reduced snow-melt
may have also meant lower
inflow into these rivers in April.
Most Himalayan rivers depend
on snow-melt and plain-fed riv-
ers on the monsoon for a
recharge.

The seven rivers that regis-
tered an improvement included
the Brahmani, whose compli-
ance with water quality criteria
for outdoor bathing rose to 100%
from 85% in the pre-lockdown

and during the lockdown, 25 out
of 54 monitored locations (46.3
%) were found to be within the
desirable limits.

The Ganga originates in the
northernmost part of Uttara-
khand, flows through Uttar Pra-
desh, Bihar, Jharkhand and West
Bengal and finally into the Bay of
Bengal. The total length of the
river is 2,525 kilometres.

“We found that Ganga water
had improved in Uttarakhand
and some stretches of Uttar Pra-
desh but no improvement was
seen in West Bengal and Bihar.
This, combined with lean flow,
led to fewer locations recording
improvement in water quality,”
said a CPCB scientist, who was
involved in the study.

&

e | READ: May take
[SIESHE%E | decades to clean
Ganga water, say experts
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Heavy rainfall likely over WB, Sikkim, Assam in next few days: IMD

PNS B NEW DELHI

Thr India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
Wednesday predicted very
heavy rainfall over West
Bengal, Sikkim, Assam,
Mtgﬁala}'a. Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar over the next few days.
According to the IMD, a low-

trupuﬁph::rlr_' levels. It is very

pressure area lies over central
parts of west Madhya Pradesh
and neighbourhood with asso-
ciated cyelonic eirculation
extending up to mid-tropos-
pheric levels. It is likely to
become less marked by
September 24, However, its
associated cvelonic circulation
likely to recurve northeast-

Hlmala}'an West Btngal &

wards during the next 3-4
days. India received 918.3 mm
rainfall as against the normal of
8492 mm, an increase of § per-
cent so far. Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir, Magaland, Manipur
and Mizoram are among those
states which received less rain-
fall this monsoon.

Madhya

“High convergence over
the northeast and adjoining
east India very likely due to
strong modst southerly/south-
westerly winds from Bay of
Bengal at lower tropospheric
levels till September 26. A
trough runs from northeast
Uttar Pradesh to north
Maharashtra at lower & middle

Maharashtra,

likely to persist until September
247 TMD said.

Under the influence of the
above systems, fairly wide-
spread to widespread rainfall
with isolated heavy o very
heavy falls are very likely
over Assam and Meghalaya
on September 24; Sub-

Sikkim; East Uttar Pradesh till
September 25 and Bihar on
September 26
Thunderstorm with light-
ning at isolated places very
likely over Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Vidarbha,
Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Gangetic
West Bengal, Gujarat state,

Marathwada, Coastal Andhra
Pradesh & Yanam, T'rlangana
and Tamilnadu, Puducherry
& Karaikal. Strong Wind
{speed reaching 45-55 kmph)
very llkrl)-' over Southwest
Arabian Sea. Fishermen are
advised not to venture into
these areas.
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Heavy rains lash Mumbai

N { - — s R, - : e b — Ot
People wade through a waterlogged street following heavy rains at Bhendi Bazaar in Mumbai on Wednesday. The city received its second-highest

rainfall in 24 hours in the month of September since 1994. The incessant rains caused flooding at several areas in the city and left the rail and
road traffic heavily disrupted. — PTI
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GUWAHATI, Sept 23:
The Core Professional
Group of Brahmaputra
(CPGE) and the Friends of
Assam and Seven Sisters
(FASS) International organ-
ised a webinar recently on
the topic, “The Brahmaputra
(Challenges and Opportuni-
ties” recently in which the
president of the FASS, Dr
Rajen Barua said that for 70
years, the authorities have
failed to protect the people
of the North-east from flood
and erosion, which have
been devouring prime lands
of the region at a rate of 80
square km per year, a press
release stated.

“During the last 70 years,
we have lost more than 2504
villages and 18 towns includ-

ing sites of cultural heritage,
productive croplands and tea
gardens affecting the liveli-
hood of nearly 500,000 peo-
ple. In short, for 70 years, the
authorities have simply failed
to protect the people and the
land of the Northeast. What
15 more alarming is that this
devastation is still continuing
unabated without any checks
or accountability,” he said.
D Barua said that in 1980,
the Government of India
took over the flood control
operations by forming the
Brahmaputra Board (BB).
Earlier, from 1950 to 1980
the authorities simply in-
stalled earthen embank-
ments, bamboo and wooden
spurs to control flood and
erosion problems without

For 70 years, govt has failed in saving people from flood, erosion’

proper engineering design
which actually aggravated the
problems by raising the riv-
erbed even higher, and mak-
ing the flow characteristics
more turbulent and erosive,
“The BB's website provides
records of some their activi-
ties with their annual reports
from 2009, But what good are
the annual reports for? The
BB hasically continued the
same operations with out-
dated and ineffective tech-
nologies. In the meantime
increased deforestation has
increased the sediment load
of the river greatly. There has
not been any proper scien-
tific studies done so far,” he
added.

Dr Arvind Phukan, presi-
dent of CPGB, pave a pres-

entation of the CPGB's work
during the last 10 vears. He
said that the CPGB was
formed in 2009 with the goal
to come up with proper de-
sign solutions to mitigate the
recurring flood and erosion
of the river Brahmaputra.
The CPGB consists of ex-
perts in the field mainly from
Northeast India, he said.

He appraised all of the
grave situation that Majuli
was facing. The 1250 sq km
island has already been re-
duced to 50% of its size now,
and the virtually uncontrolled
bank erosion of the river is
further reducing its size
every year. Dr Phukan stated
that CPGB had taken the
Majuli as their pilot project
and prepared a proposal for a

permanent solution to the
problem. The original pro-
posal was submitted in 2011,
but the bureaucracy dragged
it around for seven years. It
was finally resubmitted again
to IIT Guwahati on May,
2017. However, on Novem-
ber 14, 2017 the
Brahmaputra Board in-
formed that it had already
taken up a scheme for Majuli
protection at an estimated
cost of Rs 233.57 crore, and
that the tenders had been fi-
nalised. The Board's letter
also informed that the physi-
cal work would begin soon
and be completed by March
2019 and that the contract was
awarded to M/s TK Engi-
neering Consortium Lid, Dr
Phukan said that the CPGB

visited the site in December
2019 and observed that the
construction work was not
complete as scheduled as a
result of which the first wave
of 2019 floods washed away
a substantial portion of the
geo-bags and bank materials
underneath.

Alarmed at the unabated
erosion and flood situation of
Majuli, Dr Phukan said that
he wrote a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, in
June 2020, apprising him of
the serious situation but till
date, it has not received any
response,

In the webinar some ques-
tions came up about the fu-
ture plans, seeking of public
funding, awareness cam-
paigns and also suggestions

of filing of an RTI for BB's
award of the failed contract
of 2017 @ Rs 233.57 crore.

The webinar was attended
by more than 60 participants
from across the globe (TUSA,
UK, Australia and India). The
panelists were Dr Arvind
Phukan, president of CPGE,
Dr Rajen Barua, president of
FASS, CPGB members of the
design group: Dr David
Williams, Dr Deva Borah and
Ananta Nath. The webinar was
coordinated by Vavani Sharma,
and moderated by Rachna
Nath, FASS VP and Director
respectively. Several outside
experts such as Dr Nayan
Sharma of IIT Roorkee, Dr
Dulal Goswami, Dr Prasujya
Gogol and others participated

in the wehinar.
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Heavyrains cause waterlogging in Mumbai, disrupt trathic

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, 23 SEPTEMBER

Heavy rains lashed Mumbai
overnight, leaving many parts
of the metropolis in waist
deep water and disrupting
rail androad traffic on Wednes-
day, officials said.

The Santacruzobservato-
ryrecorded 286.4 mm rainfall
during the 24-hour period
ending at8.30a.m. onWednes-
day, makingitthefourthhigh-
est rainfall in Mumbai since
1974, an IMD official said.

Atthe municipal Nair Hos-
pital in central Mumbai, the
Covid-19 outpatient depart-
ment (OPD) setupina tem-
poraryshedinthe compound
wasshiftedto the casualtyward
inside the building due to
waterlogging in the com-
pound, they said.

A doctor from the hospi-
talsaid the normal OPDat the
hospital has been suspended
temporarily and only emer-
gency cases are being exam-
ined at the casualty ward.

Two watchmen died in
Agripada area after getting
stuck inside alift inthe base-
ment of a high rise building
because of waterlogging, a

police official said.

There was also waterlog-
gingin severalareasin thesub-
urbs like Goregaon, Malad
and Dahisar, he said.

“Around 6 inches high
waterlogging at Andheri Sub-
way. However traffichasbeen
resumed and police person-
nel from DN Nagar Police
Station are on the spot to
ensure convenient commute
for Mumbaikars,” Mumbai
Police tweeted.

Rains acrossthe island city
and the western suburbs
picked up late on Tuesday
evening. There were intense
spells across Mumbai
overnight, a civic official said.

On Wednesday morning,
publictransport services were
hitandnormal life affected in
the financial capital due to
heavy downpour and water-
logging.

Several streets and low-
lying areas werewatetlogged
duetoovernightrains and the
road traffic was also badly
hit, acivic official said. Some
vehicles broke down in the
water, affecting the traffic
movement, headded.

Mumbai's municipal com-
missioner Igbal Singh Chahal

Theflooded railway tracks after heavy monsoon rains in Mumbai on Wednesday.

has asked that all offices and
establishments in the city,
barring essentialservices, be
shuton Wednesdaydue to the
downpour andIMD's forecast
of ‘heavy toveryheavyraing”
inthe city.

A Brihanmumbai Munic-
ipal Corporation (BMC) release

VAV TAVAVAVATL

said Chahalhas alsoappealed
Mumbaikars not to step out
oftheir homes, unlessitisan
eMEergency.

Suburban trainservicesof
CentralRailway and Western
Railwaywere suspended but
resumed later as the intensi-
ty of the downpour waned.

Railways also cancelled or
rescheduled many long-dis-
tance trains following the
heavyrains. There was water-
logging in Sion-Kurla and
Chunabhatti- Kurla sections
and trafficwassuspended on
CSMT-Thaneand CSMT-Vashi
sections for safety reasons, a

AFP

CR official said.
Suburbantrains, considered
the lifeline of Mumbai, are
being operated for essential
services employees due to
Covid-19outbreak and com-
mon citizens are not autho-
risedtotravelin themas ofnow.
A civic official said the

public bus service of the Bri-
hanmumbai Electric Supply
and Transportwashitdue to
waterlogged streets, and traf-
fic diverted at many places.

Five teams of the Nation-
al Disaster Response Force are
on standby in view of heavy
rains in Mumbai, Thane and
Palghar districts, Maharash-
tra Reliefand Rehabilitation
Minister Vijay Wadettiwar
said. Mumbaireceived oneof
the highest showers in the
last 24 hours of this mon-
soon season and more rain-
fall is likely in the city on
Wednesday, India Meteoral-
ogy Department (IMD) Mum-
bai centre Deputy Director
General K S Hosalikar said.

The Santacruzobservato-
1y received 286.4 mm show-
ers during the 24-hour peri-
od ending at 8.30 am on
Wednesday, another IMD offi-
cial said. “Today's rainfall of
286.4 mmis the fourth high-
estinMumbaisince1974," he
added.

TheBombayHigh Courton
Wednesday suspended hear-
ings, including all virtual hear-
ings, scheduled forthe day, in
viewofthe heavyrainfallin the
city and suburbs.
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Chief Minister ¥ § lagan Mohan Reddy meeting Union Jal Shakt Minister Gajendra Singh Shekawat in New Delhi on
Wednesday

..Invites Jal Shakti Minister
to visit Polavaram

New Delhi; Chief Minister Y
5 Jagan Mohan Reddy met
Union minister of Jal Shalkti,
Gajendra Singh Shekawat,
and invited him to visit the
Polavaram  project on
Wednesday.

The Chief Minister re-
quested Shekawat to release
BRs 4,000 crore worth reim-

bursements due to the state
as part of the Polavaram
project.

He also requested the Cen-
tral minister to speed up the
rehabilitation support in the
Polavaram project.

Jagan met Shekawat prior
to meeting home minister
Amit Shah and discussed the

irrigation projects in the
southern state.
Incidentally, Shekawat
promised cooperation to Ja-
gan to complete the
Polavaram project by 2021.
Rajya Sabha member V Vi-
javasai Reddy and others ac-
companied Jagan when he
met the Jal Shakti minister.

sought Central assistance to
tide over the crisis. The Chief
Minister also discussed the is-

sues of women's protection
initiative Disha, and abolition
of the Legislative Council. Be-

fore leaving Delhi for Tirupati,
the Chief Minister held a
meeting with party MPs.
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