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Gurugram groundwater level saw
steady fall over past two years: RTI

Experts blame excessive water extraction as reason for drop

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

All the four blocks of Guru-
gram district have recorded
a steady fall in groundwater
level over the past two vears,
revealed a reply to a Right to
Information Act (RTI) appli-
cation.

While the Gurugram city
has been the worst hit with a
maximum decline of around
3 metres, Farrukh Nagar has
seen a minimum fall of less
than a metre.

In reply to an RTI filed by
Aseem Takyar, Gurugram's
groundwater cell revealed
that the groundwater level
for Gurugram block had fal-
len from 33.23 m to 36.21 m,
though the fall for 2009-20 is
only 0.36 m. Similarly, Pa-
taudi and Sohna have wit-
nessed a fall of 2.3 m and
2.55 m.

The groundwater level in
the two blocks has depleted
to 3779 m and 26.11 m res-
pectively,

Though Farrukh Nagar
has witnessed a paltry in-

Contrary to the
popular

perception, 90% of
the groundwater

extracted in
Haryana is used for
irrigation purposes
M5 LAMBS
Formeer hydrologist

C

crease of 0.43 m over the
past one year, the level has
gone down by 0.29 m since
2018.

Gurugram has been noti-
fied by the Central Ground
Water Authority since 2011
to prevent sharp depletion
of groundwater,

Water recharge

Former hydrologist M.S.
Lamba blamed the situation
on excessive extraction of
groundwater for agriculture,
construction and drinking
purposes compared to the
water recharged.

“Contrary to the popular
perception, 20% of the
groundwater extracted in
Harvana is used for irriga-

tion purposes. The State has
around 8 lakh agricultre -
bewells, but only around
50,000 tbewell connec
tions for drinking water.
Though the use of ground-
water for irrigation could be
little less in Gurugram, at
least 50 water harvesting
pits are required to compen-
sate for the groundwater ex-
tracted by a tubewell in a
year,” said Mr. Lamba,

He said that promoting
crops that can be grown
with less water, use of treat-
ed water for construction ac-
tivities and making water
harvesting mandatory for all
upcoming buildings could
help contain the situation.

Neelam Ahluwalia, Ara-
valli Bachac Campaigner,
said that high levels of cracks
and fissures in the Aravali
hills made it a superior zone
for recharging groundwater,
but dilution of protective
laws and illegal felling of
trees and encroachments
were eating away the moun-
fain range.
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IMD: Driest

in city in
16 years

New Delhi, Sept. 24:
Delhi recorded less than
21 mm rainfall in
September, the lowest
for the month in 16
vears, according to the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

Kuldeep Srivastava,
the head of the IMD's
regional forecasting cen-
tre, said Delhi has
already recorded the last
rainfall of the monsoon
season and any precipi-
tation is unlikely now.
The Safdarjung
Observatory, which pro-
vides representative
data for the city, has
recorded just 20.9 mm
rainfall against the nor-
mal of 109.3 mm this
month — a deficiency of
81 per cent, according to
IMD data.

The last time the
weather station record-
ed any rainfall (1.3 mm)
was on September 8.
According to IMD, the
national capital record-
ed only three rainy days
this September, the low-
est since 2016, when it
witnessed just two rainy
days,

Rainfall recorded in
September last vear was
74 mm. It was 237.86 mm
in 2018 and 158.5 mm in
2017. The city gauged 75

min rainfall in
September 2016 and 21.8
mm in 2015,

Before this year, the
lowest September rain-
fall was recorded in 2004
(3 mm). Delhi received
just 1.6 mm precipita-
tion in September 1994,
according to the IMD
data. — PTI
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DJB approves 200 tubewells in Palla flood
plains; one zone-one operator scheme

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Minister
of Water and Chairman of
Delhi Jal Board Satyendar
Jain on Wednesday passed
several projects which aimed
at improving the water and
sewer network of the D]B.
“To utilize the optimum
potential of groundwater the
Board approved the proposal
to install 200 Tubewells in the
flood plains of Palla in phased
manner, particularly to meet
the additional demand of
water in summer season b
the residents of Delhi” DJB
said.
The Board accorded
approval to the policy for

Operation and Management
of water and sewerage net-
works in entire Delhi (except
3PPP) areas for implemen-
tation of One Zone - One
Operator schemes in Delhi
Jal Board.

“The Board also accorded
approval for a simplified pro-
cedure for new connection of
water/sewer like only online
application will be accepted
for new connection in order
to make system more simpli-
fied and paperless for peo-
ple who can not apply online
can take help of the facility of
Mobile Sahayak under door
step delivery of public ser-
vices by calling 1076, a state-
ment by DJB said.

It said that further in case
where there is non-availabil-
ity of ownership document,
the applicant can submit one
of the identity documents and
three months paid electricity
bills along with self declara-
tion for obtaining water con-
nection from DJB.

Meanwhile, the board also
approved to provide civic ame-

nities in the extended abadi of
Kanjhawala, DSIIDC allot-
ted a piece of land measuring
20,000sqm to Delhi Jal Board
for construction of Decentral-
ized Sewage Treatment Plant
at Kanjhawala Village at a cost
of approx. 29crore so that sew-
erage facilities can be provided
in the extended abadi of vil-
lage Kanjhawala.

Deccan Chronicle 25-September-2020

Paddy fields flooded

An agriculture field in Gollaprolu mandal is flooded by surplus water from the Yeleru reservoir in East

Godavari district on Thursday.

— VADREVU SRINIVAS
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Yeleru waters submerge
30K acres of agri crops

VADREVU SRINIVAS |
Dc
KAKINADA, SEPT. 24

Surplus water from the
Yeleru reservoir has
inundated 30,000 acres
of paddy and 1.000 acres
of cotton. The reservoir
is  receiving heavy
inflows from rivulets in
the Agency area.

The officials are
releasing about 10,000
cusecs of water daily to
the canals, which sub-
merged the paddy
fields. According to
sources, there were
breaches to several
canals in 47 places,
including minor and
medium canals.

Due to heavy rains in
upstream areas, Sir
Arthur Cotton barrage
at Dowleswaram rece-
ived heavy inflows and
the irrigation officials
opened the gates to
allow nearly 4 lakh
cusecs to flow to the sea
on Thursday.

Head works executive
engineer of Dowle-
swaram cirele, Mohan
Rao, said the upstream
reservoirs were
released surplus waters
that they were releas-
ing.

The farmers in the
Yeleru area accused the
government and irriga-
tion officials of negli-
gence resulting in the
poor maintenance of
the reservoir and its
canals. They are incur-
ring heavy losses and

DUE TO heavy rains
in upstream areas, Sir
Arthur Cotton barrage
at Dowleswaram
received heavy inflows
and the irrigation offi-
cials opened the gates
to allow nearly 4 lakh
cusecs to flow to the
sea on Thursday.

THE FARMERS drew
water with great diffi-
culty and completed
transplantation.

YELERU RESERVOIR
executive engineer D.
Ramgopal said that
there were nearly 40
breaches identified in
the reservoir, four
breaches at medium
canals and three at
minor irrigation canals.

facing hardships during
the rainy season due to
this, they said.

“I invested ¥.25000
and completed trans-
plantation 25 days back.
For the last 15 days, the
fields have been sub-
merged,” said a farmer
at Gollaprolu.

Kasireddy Param-
eswara Perraju, former
chairperson of the
Agriculture Technology
Management Agency
(ATMA), said that
though the Yeleru reser-
voir was a boon to the
farmers, due to the care-
lessness of the govern-
ment and poor design of
the Pithapuram branch

canal, it had turned into
a curse. He said that the
officials were not
releasing water to the
fields until the reser-
voir gets heavy inflows,

The farmers drew
water with great diffi-
culty and completed
transplantation. Then,
the officials discharged
thousands of cusecs of
water which submerged
the fields, =aid Perraju,
adding that the
Suddagadda reservoir
canals were 350 feet
deep but due to lack of
maintenance the depth
had reduced to 50 feet.
This is why surplus
waters flowed into the
fields.

The only solution to
the problem is the sec-
ond phase of the Yeleru
reservoir  modernisa-
tion programme, said
Perraju.

Joint director of agri-
culture K.5.V., Prasad,
said that the crops can't
be revived as they were
waterlogged for more
than four days. He said
that the enumeration
process on crop losses is
on.

Yeleru reservoir exec-
utive  engineer D,
Ramgopal said that
there were nearly 40
breaches identified in
the reservoir, four
breaches at medium
canals and three at
minor irrigation canals.
He said all the breaches
can’t be identified until
the loodwaters recede.
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An aerial view of Shanigaram Project at Koheda mandal in Siddipet district. Following
heavy rains. many irigation projects across Telangana have been receiving steady
inflows.
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