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Pong Dam oustees land sold
in Rsthan using fake papers

Rajrv Manajan

N URP U, EEFI.IHII]!II?

Four Pong Dam oustees from
Nurpur have fallen prev Lo
the land mafia and lost their
lands allotted to them in
Jaisalmer district, Rajasthan,
after their displacement in
Himachal Pradesh.

Parkash Chamnd of Talara,
Baldev Raj of Suk har, Gorkhi
Ram of Bhugnara and Sadhu
Ram of Bhatolli-Fakorian
(Haripur) were allotted 625
hectares each in Nachan of
Jaisalmer district

They had got owmership
rights of the land after two
decades and were cultivating it
through hired labour But dur
ing the mndemic, the land
mafiaallegedly sold theirlands

tolocals through sale deeds by
using forged documents. The
mafia made forged power of
attomeys on behalflof the ous-
tees by using ther Asdhaar
cards and got these attested
froma notary publicin Srigan-
ganagar The notary public,
whose stamps, name and 5 g-
natures were used, had died
five vears ago. The gang king-
pin first bought and pot the
lands transferred in his favour
in August. He further sold
these Lands tothe locals

The wvictims, who had

returned to their native
places after the lockdown,
startled to know when some-
one from Ragasthan rang
them that their lands had
been sold. They have been
running from pillar to post to
get a forgery case registered
against the mafia,

They have appealed o the
CM. Hans Raj president of
the Pong Dam Oustees'
Samiti, said many had lost
their land through forged
gale deeds but no action had
been taken against the mafia
in Rajasthanwhich alsohad a
nexus with some govern-
ment emplovees in HP He
said these emplovees provid-
ed details to the mafia about
the owners and their lands
allotted in Rajasthan.
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Low-lying areas of Himayatsagar
remain on high alert due to rain

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 27

Officials have sounded a
flood alert in the Musi
river in Hyderabad as
water in the two reser-
voirs upstream, Himayat-
sagar and Osmansagar,
has reached the brim fol-
lowing heavy rains in
catchment areas.

The excess floodwater is
likely to be released into
Musi, which passes
through the citvw Officials
said on Sunday night that
Osmansagar is nearing its
capacity and is receiving
2,222 cusecs.

Hyderabad Metropolitan
Water Supply and

Sewerage Board (HMWS-
&SB) officials have alerted
district administration of
Ranga Reddy and
Hyderabad along with
Greater Hvderabad Muni-
cipal Corporation (GHMC)
and police to secure hut-
ments, encroachments in
the course of the river.
“On  Sunday night,
depending on the rainfall
received in  upstream
areas and flows into the
reservoir, the water board
is likely to release excess
from Himayatsagar,"”
an official said. The pro-
posed opening of gates
on Saturday was put off
as the inflows reduced.
Himayatsagar has water

at 1753.45 feet against full
tank level (FTL) of 1763.50
feet. At Osmansagar it is
1771.90 feet against FTL of
1790 feet. The reservoir
has been receiving 555
cusec inflows.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, HMWS&SB offi-
cial V. Renuka, who is
monitoring water levels at
Himayatsagar, said that
inflows have been sta-
bilised from Sunday
morning. Venkatrao, mon-
itoring Osmansagar, said
that inflows were normal
and that there was no need
to release water.

The Hyderabad police
has advised people in
areas on the banks of the

river to be on alert.

Due to heavy rains in the
catchment areas of the
Musi river, flash floods are
likely and it is better to be
alert in low-lying areas
like Kishanbagh, Ziaguda,
Puranapul, MGRBS,
Chaderghat and Golnaka.

GHMC has asked deputy
commissioners and zonal
commissioners of Golcon-
da, Asifnagar, Bahadur-
pura, Nampally, Charmi-
nar, Himayatnagar and
Saidabad to be on high
alert for inundation and
evacuation.

Officials are also keep-
ing a watch on the water
level at other lakes includ-
ing the Hussainsagar.

Himayatsagar attracts visitors

Nz -

B More reports on Page 3

L

People visit Himayatsagar, which is just four feet off the full tank level, on Sunday. The
gates would be lifted to release the water from the lake when it is full.
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— 5. SURENDER REDDY
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All Vij barrage gates opened

MD ILYAS | DC
VIJAYAWADA, SEPT. 27

All gates of Prakasam
Barrage in Vijayawada
have been lifted on
Sunday to release
Krishna floodwaters into
the sea. According to offi-
cials, nearly six lakh
cusecs of water is being
released from the bar-
rage.

District collector A. MD.
Imtiaz held a teleconfer-
ence with officials of var-
ious departments and
asked them to be cautions
about possible floods, as
six lakh cusecs of water is
likely to reach Prakasam
Barrage by 10 pm on
Sunday, when the second
flood warning will be

@ SIX LAKH cusecs of
water is likely to reach
the barrage on Sunday,
when the second flood
warning will be issued.

issued.
Imtiaz said irrigation
minister Anilkumar

Yadav has reviewed the
situation with district
officials. He said the first
flood warning was issued
at 11.30 am on Sunday He
asked officials of various
departments to be vigi-
lant and plunge into
action whenever an emer-
ZONCY Crops up.

The collector instructed
tahsildars of Kanchika-
cherla, Jaggayyapet, Pen-
amaluru, Thotlavallur

and Kankipada to alert
people in their areas and
take all precautionary
measures, Similar direc-
tions have been issued
with regard Chandra-
lapadu, Chinalanka and
Pedalanka of Ibrahimpat-
nam mandal.

The teleconference was
attended by joint collector
K. Madhavilatha, sub-col-
lector H. M. Dhyanch-
andra, Pulichentala proj-
ect superintendent, apart
from engineering and
irrigation officials.

The Kondaveeti Vagu is
continuing to overflow
cutting off the connection
between old Amaravathi
and capital Amaravati,
Mangalagiri and
Vijavawada,

Alert sounded all along Penna river

DC CORRESPONDENT
MELLORE, SEPT. 27

A high alert has been
sounded all along the
Penna River, including
Nellore, as 1.02 lakh cusecs
of water is being released

0 w nstr e
am from Somasila Project.
Revenue officials said
measures are being taken
to shift people living in

low-lying areas to safer
places.

According to project offi-
cials, Somasila has 74.545
tme feet of water and is
receiving fresh inflows of
1,25,245 cusecs. As a result,
1,12,884 cusecs of water
was being released as at 3
pm. This includes 1,01,764
cusecs released into the
Penna River, 10,700 cusecs
to Kandaleru dam and 420

cusecs to Somasila North
Feeder Canal.

Fresh inflows are being
attributed to heavy rains
in Rayalaseema, especial-
ly Kadapa, during the last
48 hours.

Nellore corporation com-
missioner Dinesh Kumar
has advised people living
in vulnerable areas of 48th
to 54th divisions to shift
into six relief camps that

have been set up in the
citv

Dinesh  Kumar said
arrangements for food
have already been made at
the relief camps.

He pointed out that the
present release of 1,12
lakh cuseecs of water is
less than 1.50 lakh cusecs
released a few ago from
Somasila. The situation is
under control, he added.
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Rains rejuvenate twin reservoirs

After three years, Himayath Sagar and Osman Sagar receive good inflows; Hussain Sagar also to the brim

A woman clicks a picture of her son on the banks of Hussain Sagar. (Below) Water level in Himayathsagar was 175940 ft against FRL of 1,763 ft on Sunday. — Photo: Anand D

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

After about three years,
most of the 187 lakes in
Greater Hyderabad Munici-
pal Corporation (GHMC)
limits are full to the brim
due to the heavy rains that
have lashed the city and sub-
urbs in the last few days.
The twin reservoirs of Hi-
mayath Sagar and Osman
Sagar have also received
good inflows. Similarly,
water level in Hussain Sagar
continues to be over the full
tank level of 51341 mits,
Though there were no
heavy rains in the city on
Sunday, the inflows contin-
ued into the twin reservoirs,
The water level in Himay-
athsagar was 1,759.40 feet
against the Full Reservoir
Level of 1,763 feet at 6 pm on
Sunday. Likewise, the water

level in Osman Sagar was
1,771 feet against the FRL of
1,790 feet. HMWSSB offi-
cials said flood gates of Hi-
mayath Sagar would be
opened to release water
downstream once the water
level reaches 1,760 feet and
depending on the inflows.
Already, the revenue, police
and municipal officials have

beenput on alert in the wake
of steady inflows into the
reservoit, The water level in
Hussain Sagar remained at
513,57 mts a notch over the
FTL of 513,41 mts, Though,
the inflows receded on Sun-
day, the water level contin-
ues to be over the FT L in the
lake, said an official from
GHMC,

Respite for people in city

HYDERABAD: After the
heavy rainfall on Friday
night followed by moderate
rainfall on Saturday, the in-
tensity of monsoon has
came down on Sunday with
only a couple of parts in the
city receiving light rainfall.
Except Secunderabad,
which has received a rainfall
(4.5 mm), most parts of the
city either remained cloudy
or witnessed slight drizzle
today, according to Telan-
gana State Development
Planning Society (TSDPS).
During the last 24 hours
in and around Hyderabad,
the highest rainfall of 43.6
mm was recorded at
Patancheru and across the
State, maximum rainfall of
90.8 mm was received at

Lokeswaram in Nirmal dis-
trict. The weather forecast
with TSDPS said that light to
moderate rain/ thunder-
storms were expected at a
few places in Greater Hyder-
abad for the next three
days. Maximum tempera-
tures were expected to be in
the range of 30 degree Cel-
sius to 32 degree Celsius
while the minimum temper-
atures could be in the range
of 21 degree Celsius to 23
degree Celsius.

Meanwhile, conditions
were becoming favourable
for withdrawal of southwest
monsoon from west Ra-
jasthan and adjoining areas
in the next 24 hours, ac-
cording to Meteorological
Department, Hyderabad.
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Singur may touch full storage level

ek Eoidis

L. -
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River Manjeera flowing close to Saloora bridge le

STATE BUREAU
Sangareddy

The hopes of Singur Proj-
ect attaining full storage
level (FRL) after a gap of
three years have increased
as the inflows to the proj-
ects have swelled t0 23,000
cusecs on Saturday at 6 pm.
The project has never at-
tained FRL since 2017, Sin-
gur Multipurpose Project,
built across river Manjira
at Singur of Pulkal Mandal,
is having 23 TMCft storage
on Sunday at 6pm against
its FRL of 29,91 TMCft.
Though the project has
been getting moderate in-
flows since 10 days, the in-
flows have reduced to
3,000 cusces by Friday
evening. However, the
fresh rains in the Manjira’s
catchment area have
helped to increase the in-
flows into the project since
Saturday morning. Since
the river’s catchment area
has witnessed 45mm rain-
fall during the past 24
hours at 8.30am on Satur-
day, the inflows are ex-
pected to be consistent at
least for the next couple of
days. However, the inflows
have come down to 9,286
cusecs on Sunday evening.
Since the IMD is forecast-
ing rains for next four to
five days, the irrigation offi-
cials were expecting that
that project will attain FRL,

=0 S e :
NALGONDA: About
6,06,754 cusecs of water
was being released down-
stream from Nagarjuna
Sagar Project by lifting its
20 crest gates upto 20 feet
height on Sunday. The NSP
officials were operating the
crest gates of the project
based on the inflow for the
last 20 days. The current in-
flow to the project was
6,06,754 cusecs. The water
level in the project has
reached a full reservoir level
(FRL) of 590 feet and water
storage reached a gross
storage capacity of 312.045
tmc of watrer. NSP officials
said that water equal to the
inflow into the project was

£

=5 = === AL EEEEESE S S S

vel in Bodhan mandal on Sunday. (Below) Singur Project with 23 tmc water on Sunday.
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of NSP lifted

being released to the down
stream by lifting the 20
gates. In view of the holiday
onh Sunday, Nagarjuna Sagar
also witnessed a huge num-
ber of tourists. Along with
her family members, Bad-
minton player P V Sindhu
arrived at Nagarjuna Sagar
and spent time at the proj-
ect watching the water re-
lease. On the other hand,
two crest gates of Musi
project were also liftedre-
leasing 2,570 cusecs of
water to downstream while
inflow into the project was
recorded as 7,270 cusecs.
The water level in the proj-
ecttouched 642.8 ft as
against the FRL of 645 ft.

Godavari

receives heavy
inflows
NIZAMABAD: Godavari
received nearly one lakh
cusecs from Maharashtra
and another 65,000
cusecs received from
local catchment area
through Gadennavagu
and river Manjeera on
Sunday, authorities said.
With these heavy in-
flows, theriver is in spate
at Kandakurti and the an-
cient Shiva temple is sub-
merged in flood waters.
The water level was al-
most touching the Kan-
dakuriti inter-state
bridge. Meanwhile, the
SRSP received 1,64,922
cusecs inflows on Sun-
day, out of which 1.50
lakh cusecs of water was
released into Godavari, by
lifting 40 flood gates. The
water was also being re-
leased into various
canals. On Sunday, au-
thorities released
1,68,913 cusecs of water
from the SRSP project.
The project now has 88.11
TMC of water. With the
heavy inflows continuing,
officials have begin tore-
lease more water than
the inflow and were stor-
ing only 88 TMC's instead
of 9031 TMC’s.
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Monsoon to withdraw from north in 2 days;
rainy season to end on above-normal note

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The south-
wesl monsoon is sel to retreal
from parts of north India in
the next two days, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMDY) said on Sunday, while
data suggests that the rainy
season is most likely to end
on an above-normal note,

Owerall, the country has
received 9 per cent more
rainfall than normal until
September 26, according to
data.

"Conditions are becom-
ing favourable for with-
drawal of monsoon from
west Rajasthan and adjoin-
ing areas from September
28," the weather department
said.

Mahesh Palawat, the vice
president of private forecaster

Skymet Weather, said rainfall
has reduced considerably.

“The withdrawal of mon-
soon from west Rajasthan is
likely to start from tomor-
row {Monday). It looks like
monsoon will withdraw on an
above-normal note,” Palawat
said. Rainfall in the range of
96 to 104 per cent of the Long
Period Average (LPA) is con-
sidered as ‘normal’, while pre-
cipitation in the range of 104
to 110 per cent of the LPA is
‘excess’,

Nine states have received
excess rainfall, while 20
states have recorded nor-
mal precipitation, the data
shows.

‘The official rainfall season
in India is from June 1 to Sep-
tember 30. Monsoon arrived
over Kerala on June 1, its nor-
mal onset date.

June recorded 17 per cent
more rainfall, while July saw
10 per cent deficiency. How-
ever, there was an excess rain-
fall in August -- the month
recorded 27 per cent more
rainfall than normal.

Parts of north India -
Delhi, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir ---
have recorded deficient
rainfall.

The Union Territory of
Ladakh has recorded high
deficiency of rainfall this
year.

Large parts of the coun-
try in west and south India,
including Gujarat, Goa,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka,
have received excess rain-
fall. 5ikkim is the only state
to have received large excess
rainfall.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Asian Age 28-September-2020

Guwahatl: A total of 2.25
lakh people in Nine districts
were affected and over
10,000 hectares of crops
submerged on Sunday as
fresh floods hit Assam, the
state disaster management
authority said. Dhemaji,
Lakhimpur, Morigaon,
Nagaon, Majuli, West Karbi
Anglong, Sivasagar,
Dibrugarh and Tinsukia dis-
tricts have been affected,
the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA) sald in its report.
Incessant rain in the last few
days has triggered this
year’s third wave of floods in
the state, claiming one life in
Magaon district on Saturday,
it said. The fresh fatality has
pushed the number of
deaths in flood-related inci-
dents in Assam this year to
118, the report said. The
number of affected people
was 1.8 lakh on the previous
day. Nagaon is the worst-hit
district with 1.51 lakh affect-
ad people, followed by
Morigaon (32,711), Dhemaji
(16,792) and Dibrugarh
(10,622), the report said.
Human habitations and farm-
land in 219 villages in nine
districts are submerged, it
said. The mighty
Brahmaputra is flowing
above the danger mark at
Neamatighat in Jorhat dis-
trict and Tezpur in Sonitpur.
— PTl
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