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By Jayashree Nandi
The monsoon has begun withdrawing from India, starting with the country’s northwest. This year's rains have
been uneven, with some regions recording a large deficiency in the latter half.
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“We are expecting monsoon to withdraw from
Delhi by October 1. The sky will be clear, not
cloudy. Humidity will be 60% to 70% maximum.
All of this week, we are expecting maximum to
be around 37 to 38 degree C and then reduce
gradually from next week,"

-Kuldeep Shrivastava, head, regional weather

forecasting centre.
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Rain hope
pinned on
distant

system

DEBRAJMITRA

Caleutta: September 2020
looked set to become the driest
September in the city in at
least five years but a eyelonie
circulation brewing thousands
of miles away can change the
course, the Met office has said.

Between September 1 and
27, Caleutta has received just
162mm of rain, registering a 45
per cent deficit. The average
volume of rain September
brings in Caleutta is around
310mm, said a Met official.

September 2017, which saw
182mm of rainin the city, is a
close contender for the driest
tag.

The monsoon trough ex-
tended over Digha on Monday
afternoon. The trough led to
the formation of scattered
clouds in and around the city.
The Met office predicted a
thunderstorm in Caleutta in
the afternoon, but all the city
got was drizzle.

YESTERDAY
Maximum:
34.2°C (+1.2)
Minimum:
27.5°C (#1.7)
RAINFALL: 21.6mm;

HUMIDITY:
Max: 97%,

Min: 58%

THE FORECAST
Maximum:
33°C
Minimum:
27°C
EXPECTED:

Thundershower

SUNSET: 5.26 pm
SUNRISE: 5.28 am

“The monsoon trough, by it-
self, istlikely to trigger much
rain. But a cyelonie cireulation
is located over the Gull of Thai-
land.... Itisexpected to advance
to the Bay of Bengal. . .. Ifit fol-
lows the expected trajectory,
the system should reach the
Bengal coast in 48 hours and
trigger some rain,” said G.K.
Das, the director of ndia Meteo-
rological Department, Calcutta.

September is normally
drier than July and August in
Calcutta. But the month usual-
ly sees some rain-bearing sys-
tems over the Bay of Bengal.




MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 28

The state government
has redesigned the 10
tme ft Keshavapuram
reservoir in Medchal-
Malkajgiri district,
bringing down the size to
5 tme ft. The change is
pstensibly meant to
avoid acquisition of 830
acres of private land.

The original plan was
to have a 10 tmc ft reser-
voir to hold water drawn
from the
Kondapochamma Sagar
of the Kaleshwram Ilift
irrigation scheme. The
water would be sent viaa
treatment plant to
Ghanpur from where it
would be linked to the
Godavari water scheme
in Hyderabad. Now, the
government will store 5
tme ft at Keshavapuram,
and the other 5 tme fit
will be piped directly
into Ghanpur using a 3.5-
metre diameter pipeline,
The change has reduced
the project cost that was
estimated at 4,777.59
crore in 2017 to ¥4,369.37
crore. According to high-
Iy placed sources in the
municipal administra-
tion and urban develop-
ment (MA&UD) depart-
ment, the plan is to draw
30 tme ft water for the
city from the Godavari
basin. Accordingly, a
scheme is in place to
draw 10 tme ft from the
Sripada Yellampalli bar-
rage to the city.

For the remaining 20
tme ft, the government
decided to draw water
from the
Kondapochamma Sagar
at Pamulaparthy. The job
for designing the project
was given to Wapcos, a
unit of the Union Jal
Shakti ministry. The
agency reported that it
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TS rejigs plan to bring
Godavari water to city

Keshavapuram reservoir size halved, to save private land

Centre: Shift trees
from site to forest

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 28

The Union ministry of
environment, forest and
climate change
(MoEFCC) has asked for
land-for-land compensa-
tion in exchange for the
clearance given to use
1.235 acres of forests to
build the Keshavpuram
reservoir in Medchal-
Malkajgiri district to
supply drinking water
for the city.

The Centre has asked
the state government not
to chop trees in the
forests.

The state government
has to translocate the
trees at its own cost and

create an urban forest in
either Siddipet, Medak
or Yadadri-Bhuvanagiri
districts.

The government has
accordingly  instructed
the collectors of the
three districts to identify
land for the urban forest
in eight weeks to begin
work on the reservoir
construction.

The Keshavpuram
reservoir, which can hold
5.04 tme water, requires
about 3,500 acres.

Eighty-seven per cent
of the land belongs to the
government, endow-
ments and forest depart-
ments. The remaining 13
per cent belongs to pri-
vate persons.

would involve huge
recurring power cost,
apart from others.

The government then
asked Wapcos to formu-
late a scheme to draw 10
tme ft each in two phases
with two conditions:
Water should flow from
Kondapochamma Sagar
by gravity (with no lift
schemes being involved)
and that aquisition of
private land should be
kept at a minimum.

The government
released  Government
Order 273, dated October
24, 2017. Citing various
issues, the project was
redesigned by another
agency which submitted
a report to the govern-
ment in 2019 recom-
mending reducing the
Keshavapuram reservior
capacity to 5.04 tme fi.

This would cost 33,363.37
crore. For the remaining
water, it suggested con-
structing another
pipeline from
Kondapochamma Sagar,
running parallel to the
existing Godavari
pipeline, which would
cost 21,006 crore. The
government released an
order, No 129, February
29, 2020, approving this.
According to the 2017
proposal, the project
required 1,585 acres of
government land, 1,235
acres of forest land, 185
acres of endowments
land, 1,100 acres of land
from private pattadars.
The redesigned proposal
requires 269 acres of pri-
vate land, saving the gov-
ernment from acquiring,
and paying for, compen-
sation for 850 acres of

private land. The govern-
ment will use 335 acre
assigned land for the
project.

As per the 2017 propos-
al, the project was divid-
ed into seven compo-
nents. The project envis-
ages a 3.6-metre diameter
18.2-km pipeline from
Kondapochamma Sagar
{(Pamulaparthy} to the
Keshavapuram reservoir.,
The water from there
will flow to a treatment
plant at Bommarasipeta,
four km away, by a three-
metre diametre pipeline.

The Bommarasipeta
plant can treat 750 mil-
lion gallons a day of
water: Treated water will
be pumped to the
Ghanpur reservoir via a
10-km three-metre diam-
eter pipeline from where
it will be supplied to the
Godavari water supply
scheme in the city

In the last two compo-
nents, water will be sup-
plied to Keshavapuram
by constructing a bund
from Ghanpur. Asked
why treated water was
proposed to be sent back
to the Keshavapuram
reservoir, an MA&UD
official said he was not
supposed to disclose any
information. The city
will get 10 tmc ft of water
and any queries about

the project will be
addressed by the state
government,

The 2020 version of the
praject runs on similar
lines except that the
Keshavapuram reservoir
capacity has been
reduced to 5.04 tm ft.

Additionally, a 3.6
metre diameter pipeline
will be laid from
Kondapochamma Sagar
to Ghanpur reservoir. A
B0 million litres per litre
reservoir would be con-
structed at Ghanpur
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TS, AP CMs Apex Council
meet likely on October 6

D CORRESPONDENT
HYDERARAD, SEPT. 28

The Uinion Jal Shakihi min-
sy has seel 1o hokid
thir A Catnell meeting
with the Chiel Minksters af
Telnngana stote end Andhra
Pradesh on October 8 o
tesnlve disputes belween the
twa stiles pertaining o the
sharing Erishna amd
Guodlanvard river wators.

The Councll meet  was
pestpoied twice parller. The
Unbom ministry  earlier
scheduled a mecting on
August 5 bol it woas post-
poned at the regoest of
Chiel’ Minister K.
Chandrashiekar R, 11 wos
rescheduled io Aogust 25,
but had n be postponed
after Council chairmon and
Union Jal Shakti minister
Gugjendra Stngh Shekhawn
tested  posithve  for  the

& THE MINISTER said that

Coronavirus ond was hospi-
talised

TI'T Uinion w:-rﬂl;.s’mlms
minisiry (L] analay
Imformesd both the state gov-
ernments abaul the pro-
pased dote of the menting
ol wrged them o make it
copvenient o elpate.
Shelkhawit will chair the
vilea conferepee mesting
with Chiel Minksters of
both slates.

The meet ng gained skpnil-
lennce in view of the com-
plaints and  coupteroom-
alnts of both state govern:
menks o the Krishna ond
Casibavari mAREEemeTL

boanie piriaining to Irriga:
tion projécts in their espes.
thve staie and also the betiers
of  Sheklawat (o e Chiel
Ministers.

I letters dbntes] Aadguist 7,
the Union minister noted
that the stides had fMiled 1o
furnish _dotalled project
reparts (DFRs) of the proj
ects obhjeelted te by each
othir (o the river manape
mant hoonds.

ﬂ»r:n:kbzu-rﬂid that thh?'
R up projects that
are [t nppnw«ﬁ; the
ment boards and the Apex
ﬁi';nmlw he Al

D [ Bovern:
et et

o iy n
rrr tion project. ite
k-ll?ri; froum 11 !Inhmm-
isier, the AP government

recendly finalised lenders
for ihe project.
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Getting it right on water

Stricter rules for industry fine, but act on farm misuse too

USTAINABLE USAGE OF waterin India haslong been a concern,especially

given policy’s reluctanceto treatitasautility that needs tobe priced correctly

to dissuade misuse. This is exacerbated by a host of other factors including
inadequate storage, poor recycling,and even populist thinking on powerand

fertiliser subsidies to the farm sector. Use by industry also doesn’t seem to have sus-
tainabilityasalodestar—a just-published Jeffries report points out how,of asample of
500 companiesanalysed,just 49 madea quantified disclosure onwater in theirreports
in 2019. Against this backdrop, the Jal Shakti ministry’s new guidelines for water
usage—waterisa state subject, though the Union government is empowered to make
laws on certain aspects of water governance—are a step forward. The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) had struck down two draft guidelines since 2018 on account of the
ministry having been too liberal for industrial users. The new draft guidelines make
annual water audits compulsory for industrial users apart from mandating impact
assessment for granting no-objection certificates (NOCs) for groundwater extraction.
The Jeffries report estimates India’s water demand to increase to 1,498 billion
cubic metres (bcm) by 2030, with supply being only half of this. Industrial demand
is expected to increase from 56 bcm in 2010 to around 151 bem in 2050. The
chronic supply shortage, [effries believes, could be an impediment to companies
investing in India. To that end, if the new guidelines kick off sustainability think-
ing on water by industrial users, it could help make the situation less dire than Jef-
fries predicts. However, the new guidelines seem to have gone easy on a major pain
point: wasteful use of water in agriculture; while the sector accounts for 78% of
the groundwater usage, the guidelines steer clear of outlining meaningful action

on water for the sector. The guidelines merely say that “states/UTs are advised to
review their free/subsidised electricity policy to farmers, bring suitable water pric-
ing policy and may work further towards crop rotation/diversification/other ini-
tiatives to reduce overdependence on groundwater”; they exempt agriculture from
the need to obtain an NOC for groundwater extraction. This is despite several
experts having flagged wasteful use of water, often rooted in populist policies. Agri-
economists Ashok Gulati and Gayatri Mohan, in a 2018 paper for Icrier, detail
India’s farm-led water problem. They talk of how,sans proper regulation of ground-
water, the water table has become critical or overexploited in 1,592 blocks in 256
districts. The problem is compounded by a host of agri-policies, from open-ended
public procurement of grains to MSP. Gulati-Mohan specifically point to how paddy
and sugarcane—both water-guzzling crops—now account for 60% of irrigation
water consumption even though theyaccount for only 24% of the cultivated area.

The focuswill also have to be on expanding storage—India receives nearly 2,600
bem of precipitation even inabad year, but its total storage capacity remains under
300 bem.Water-recycling, especially through the reclamation of waste-water, needs
to be done on the front-foot. While Israel recycles nearly 90% of its water, India’s
recycling capacity stands at just 30%. The problem is worse at the household level,
where not even 5% of the water used is recycled.
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'HP front-runner in
Jal Jeevan Mission’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 28 SEFTEMBER

The piped drinking water
supply through taps would
be provided toevery house-
hold in Himachal Pradeshby
2022 though the Jal Jeevan
Mission, whichis being imple-
mented in the state.

This was said by Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur
while interacting with the ben-
eficiaries of the |al Jeevan Mis-
sion through video confer-
encing from Shimla on Mon-
day. Chief Minister said Prime
Minister Marendra Modi has
launched Jal Jeevan Mission
on 15 August, 2019 with the
provision of s 3.5 lakh crore
which envisages providing
functional household tap

connection to every rural
household by 2024 in the
COLNETY.

He said that there are
1704231 households in the
state, out of which 1,61,102
households have been pro-
vided with tap water during
the year 2019-20. He said
that till date under various
programmes 11 lakh house-
holds had been provided
with tapped waterand a tar-
get has been fived to provide
tapped water to 2,44,351
households during the cur-
rent financial year.

Thakur said that Himachal
Pradesh has emerged as a
front-runner state in the
country in effective imple-
mentation of the Jal Jeevan
Mission,
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"Monsoon retreat begins from parts of north

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The southwest
monsoon retreated from parts
of west Rajasthan and Punjab
on Monday, 11 days after his
normal withdrawal date, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said.

Conditions are becoming
favourable for its further with-
drawal from some more parts
of Rajasthan and Punjab and
some parts of Haryana, Chan-
digarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh during
next two to three days, the IMD
said.

“The southwest monsoon
has withdrawn from some
parts of west Rajasthan and
Punjab today, September 28th,
2020," it said. Dry weather is
likely to prevail over parts of
north India for the next five
days.

The official rainfall season
in the country starts from June
1 to September 30.

This year, the monsoon
made an onset over Kerala on
June 1, its normal onset date.
It covered the entire country
on June 26, nearly a fortnight
more than its normal schedule.

According to the revised
date, the new normal date
for the monsoon to cover the
entire country is July 8. The
earlier normal date for the
monsoon to cover the entire
country was July 15.

The monsoon has also
withdrawn late this year. The
new normal withdrawal date
for the monsoon to retreat
from west Rajasthan is Septem-
ber 17, while the earlier normal
date for the monsoon to with-
draw from west Rajasthan was
July 15,

While the monsoon was
retreating from parts of north
India, other parts of the coun-
try will continue to receive
rainfall,

A trough runs from a
cyclonic circulation over east

Bihar to west-central Bay of
Bengal, off Andhra Pradesh
coast across Gangetic West
Bengal and coastal Odisha.

Under the influence of this
system, scattered to fairly wide-
spread rainfall with moderate
thunderstorm and lightning are
very likely over south peninsu-
lar India during the next three
days, the weatherman said.

Isolated heavy rainfall is
very likely over Tamil Nadu
during the next two days, the
IMD added.

According to the weather
department, monsoon is set
to end on an above-normal
note. Until September 27, the
country had received 9 per cent
more rainfall than the normal.

Rainfall in the range of
96-104 per cent of the Long
Period Average (LPA) is con-
sidered as 'normal’; 104-106
per cent of the LPA as above
normal’. Anything beyond
110 per cent is considered as
‘excess’.
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