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An evening in monsoon
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Motorists caught in sudden shower at Borabanda on

Tuesday evening.

- DC

16 districts
in state get
excess rain

Monsoon withdrawal to begin
from second week of October

T.5.5. SIDDHARTH | DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 29

The withdrawal of the
southwest monsoon over
the state will begin in the
second week of October
The withdrawal began in
the northwestern parts of
the country on Monday

As of September 29, there
were 16 districts with a
large excess in rainfall, 11 in
excess, six normal, and no
districts with any rain defi-
ciency.

The average temperature
after the monsoon is expect-
ed to be normal.

“We can say that the mon-
soon this year has been a
surplus. As far as withdraw-
al of the monsoon is con-
cerned, it has already begun
in the northern parts of the
country Also, the weather
in the state is changing
gradually We can expect
light rains or drv weather
prevailing till the end of the
second week of October,” Dr
K. Nagaratna, director,
Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD),
Hyderabad, Decean
Chronicle.

The drop in temperature,
she said, would come into
effect from the third week of
October, which would mark
the onset of winter.

told

SUDDEN SHOWER
LASHES MANY
PARTS OF CITY

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 29

Sudden showers lashed the
city on Tuesday evening.
The rains which were a
part of the monsoon trough
over the state, covered sev-
eral parts of the citw
However, the intensity of
the rain was not heavy,

The highest rainfall was
registered at Rajiv Gruha
Kalpa in Jagadgirigutta,
which had received 21 mm
of rainfall. This was fol-
lowed by Srinagar Colony,
in Khairatabad which had
}Bﬁeived 20.8 mm of rain-
all.

The IMD's Delhi office
said: “Conditions  are
becoming favourable for

further withdrawal of
southwest monsoon from
some more parts  of

Rajasthan and Punjab and
some parts of Haryvana,
Chandigarh, and Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh during the next 2-3
days.”™
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Plan to boost
biz along entire
Ganga stretch

New Delhi: The Centre's
‘Clean Ganga' programme
will be taken to a new level by
adding a new dimension
called Arth Ganga', signifiy-
ing the government's effort to
integrate economic develop-
ment with river rejuvenation,
reports Vishwa Mohan.

The aim will be to harness
a minimum 3% of the coun-
try's GDP through the Arth
Ganga' programme. PM Na-
rendra Modi on Tuesday re-
ferred to this approach while
digitally inaugurating six
new sewage treatment plants
and a museum on the Ganga
theme in Uttarakhand, "Be-
sides taking careof the river's
cleanliness, the focus is on ee-
onomic development and en’
vironmental protection of the
region along the entirestretch
of Ganga,” he said.

Under this approach, the
efforts on Arth Ganga' will be
segregated intosixsectoral in-
terventions —  sustainable
agriculture; afforestation and
biodiversity  conservation; '
culture and tourism develop-
ment; inland waterways; pro-
mating clean energy towards
sustainahle livelihood and ve-
juvenation of water bodies,
These interventions will be
taken up by central ministries
incoordination withstates, |

Full report on wiwi.tol. in
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rime Minister Marendra

Modi inaugurated mega
development projects worth
2521 crore in Uttarakhand
under the Namami Gange
Mission through video con-
ference on Tuesday. He inau-
gurated a total of eight stw:ﬁt
treatment plants (STPs) includ-
ing four in Haridwar, two in
Rishikesh and one each in
Muni-ki-Reti and Badrinath.

He also inaugurated the
Ganga Avalokan Museum, the
first of its kind on the River
Ganga at Haridwar and the
new logo for the Jal Jeevan
Mission. With the inauguration
of the STPs, about 15.2 crore
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PM inaugurates 3521 cr Namami Gange projects

litres of contaminated wate
will not end up in the Ganga
daily.

Modi highlighted the
importance of keeping the

Ganga clean as it plays a s:ig-' \
nificant role in susw’mng_il:*-
lives of alsout 50 per cent of thegg

country's population from ils

origin in Uttarakhand till Wes
Bengal. He termed the
Mamami Gange Mission as
the largest integrated river con-
servalion mission which not
only aims at the deanliness of
the Ganga but also focuses on
comprehensive upkeep of the
river.

The PM said this new
thinking and approach had
made the Ganga return back to
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life. Had the old methods been
adopted, the situation would
have been equally bad today.
Old methods lacked public
participation and foresight, he
added. Modi highlighted the
fact that under Namami Gange,
projects worth more than Rs
30,000 crore are either in
progress or have been com-
pleted. He pointed out that due

to these projects the sewage
treatment  capacity of
Uttarakhand has increased four
times in the last six years.
The PM listed the efforts
taken to close more than 130
drains in Uttarakhand from
flowing into the Ganga. He
referred specially to the
Chandreshwarnagar drain
which was an eyesore for visi-
tors and rafters at Muni Ki Reti
in Rishikesh. He applauded the
closing of the drain and the
construction of a four storied
STP at Muni Ki Reti. Modi fur-
ther said that as it was experi-
enced by the pilgrims at
Prayagraj Kumbh, the visitors
to Haridwar Kumbh would

also experience the dean and

Millennium Post 30-September-2020

PM naugurates six
STPs in U'khand

OUR CORRESPONDENT

DEHRADUN: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Tuesday
inaugurated six sewage treat-
ment plants worth over Rs 500
crore in Uttarakhand under
the Namami Gange mission,
saying with the projects’ com-
pletion the sewage treatment
capacity of the state has gone
up nearly four-fold in six years.
The six STPs were inaugu-
rated at Haridwar, Rishikesh,
Muni-ki-Reti and Badrinath
via video conference.
Describing Ganga as a
symbol of the country's cul-
tural glory and faith, Modi said
that from the point of the riv-
er's origin at Gaumukh in Utta-
rakhand to where it merged

with the sea in West Bengal,
the mighty river enriched the
lives of half of the country's
population.

The six projects are a big
step towards ensuring the
cleanliness of the river, he said.

A 68 MLD STP has been
established at Jagjeetpur in
Haridwar, a 27 MLD STP
upgraded there, an 18 MLD
STP at Sarai in the district, a
26 MLD STP at Lakksadghat
in Rishikesh, the country's first
four-storeyed STP has been
set up at Muni-ki-Reti near
Rishikesh with a capacity of
7.5 MLD, a five MLD STP at
Chorpani in Muni-ki-Reti and
two STPs with capacities of 1
MLD and 0.01 MLD have been
set up at Badrinath.

pure stalus of the Ganga in
Uttarakhand.

He said fragmentation of
work- on an important subject
like water- into various min-
istries and departments, led to
lack of clear guidelines and
coordination.

As aresult, problems relat-
ed to irrigation and drinking
water continued to persist. He
lamented that even after so
many years of independence,
piped drinking water has not
reached more than 15 crore
households in the country.
Today, about one lakh house-
heolds are being provided piped
waler supply connections every
day under the Jal Jeevan
Misgon.
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CM orders release
of water from
Gomukhi dam

Chennai: Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami
on Tuesday ordered the
release of water for
irrigation from the
Gomukhi dam in
Kallakurichi district from
October 1. This would
held irrigate 10,860 acres
in Kallakurichi district.

Telangana Today 30-September-2020

- —

People wade through a flooded street following the release of surplus water from the
Prakasam Barrage into the Krishna river, in Vijayawada, on Tuesday. — Photo: PTI
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Delhi Jal Board issues notices to
Central govt for 36,811 cr debt

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 29

Delhi Jal Board vice-chair-
man Raghav Chadha on
Tuesday said the utility has
issued notices to several cen-
tral government depart-
ments, including the
Railways and Delhi Police,
and municipal corporations
asking them to pay outstand-
ing dues amounting to ¥6,811
crore within 30 days.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Mr Chadha said notices
were also issued to the
Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) and the
Delhi Development Authority
between September 1 and
September 15.

There was no immediate
response from the Railways,
Delhi Police and CPWD.
However, North Delhi Mayor
Jai Prakash rejected the alle-
gations as “baseless”™ and
said, “The charges were being
levelled to hide the failures of
the government”. Chadha
said the Covid-19 pandemic
has hit the economy hard and
governments across the coun-
try were facing financial chal-

THERE WAS no immedi-
ate response from the
Railways, Delhi Police and
CPWD. However, North
Delhi Mayor Jai Prakash
rejected the allegations as
“baseless”

lenges. “Is it imperative that
these outstanding dues are
paid so that the DJB can deal
with the financial chal-
lenges,"” he said.

“Railways owes 73,283 crore
to the DJB for the services
provided by it.. the Delhi
Police is yet to pay bills worth
I614 crore, while the CPWD
has to clear dues amounting
to 190 crore,” Chadha
claimed. “The DDA owes 3128
crore, East Delhi Municipal
Corporation 249 crore, North
Delhi Municipal Corporation
¥2.466 crore and South Delhi
Municipal Corporation 281
crore,” the DJB vice-chair-
man said.

If the dues are not cleared
within the stipulated time,
the board will be left with no
other option but to initiate
coercive actions until the full
and final payment is recov-

ered, he said. Chadha hoped
that the need to press penal
provisions will not arise.

“We also have our financial
obligations... We would like to
urge that all agencies pay the
outstanding dues within 30
days,” he said, adding some
departments have written to
the DWJB seeking clarification
and the utility is ready to

help.
Northern Railways PRO
Deepak Kumar said the

national transporter has been
“regularly paying the month-
Iy water bills to DJB for water
supply™.

“However, the Railways has
reservations with regards toa
significant number of water
bills as some connections do
not exist on-site and a large
number of connections are
unmeterad,” he said.

“The railways has made ref-
erences to the DJB for the
same. However, water bills of
each connection need to be
reconciled jointly by the DJB
and railway officials along
with site survey and the pay-
ment of reconciled amount
thus arrived will be made,”
Kumar added.
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