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. Amnrdwg to prelmman,r
estimates, paddy crop has
been damaged in 58,400
hectare, cotton in 24,071
hectare across the State

» Maximum loss of paddy is
West Godavari, in an extent
of 14,796 hectare

Hans NEWS SERVICE

Guntur: Heavy rains and floods
damaged various crops in 117,391
hectare in the state
in September, according toprelim-
inary crop damage assessment.
Paddy, cotton, groundnut, maize,
red gramand blackgram crops suf-
feredextensive damage. According
to sources in the agriculture com-
missioner'soffice here, paddy was
damaged in 58,400 hectare in the
state. Maximum crop loss is in
West Godavari in an extent of
14,796 hectare followed by 14,5606
hectare in Kurnool, 14,560 hectare
in East Godavari and 5027 hectare
in Kadapa. The damage is insignifi-
cant inotherdistricts,

Similarly, cottoncrop was dam-
aged in 24,071 hect are, with maxi-
mum extent of 6,621 hectare in

The Hans 01-October-2020

Rains, flood damage crops
in 1,17,391 hectare in AP

..-.;l'q £ N

Flood water inundated cotton gardens in Amaravati mandal of Guntur district

Kumool, followed by 6555 hectare
in Guntur district, 6,304 hectare
in Prakasam and 3,040 hectare in
Kadapa Maize cropwas damaged
in an area of 12771 hectare across
the state. The maximum damage
was in Kurnool where the crop in
12,104 hectare was affected and
Prakasam district suffered crop
lossin 537hectare.

Thedamage to groundnut crop
has beenreported in 6,718 hectare,
of which the maximum extent of
4,174 hectare in Anantapur dis-
trict. Black gram crop was dam-
aged in a total of 3,833 hectare. Of
this, 1,391 hectare is in Kurnool
district. Similarly, red gram suf-

fereddamage in 3,590 hectare, the
highest extentof2,156 hectare be-
ing in Prakasam followed by 1119
hectare in Kurnool district. Chill-
ies, ragi, sugarcane, sunflower,
jowar, korrabajra, castor, soybean
and green gram crops were also
damaged but not significantly. The
revenue and agriculture depart-
ment officials will conduct final
enumeration to assess the crop
loss and display the details in the
Rythu Bharosa Kendras inviting
objections from the fammers. The
district collectors will send the re-
port on crop dam ages by October
15 to the government to facilitate
payment of compensation.
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with 20% less rain
New Delhi: The monsoon
withdrew from Delhi on
Wednesday, with the city
recording 20 per cent less
rainfall this season, the India
Metecrological Department
said. The wind system had
reached the national capital
on June 25, two days earlier
than normal, and stayed five
days longer than usual.
Normally, it withdraws from
the city by September 25,
Kuldeep Srivastava, the head
of the regional forecasting
center of the IMD, said.
According to MeT depart-
ment data, the city recorded
20 per cent less rainfall this
monsoon season. For smaller
areas like Delhi, 19 per cent
more or less than long-peri-
od average rainfall (50
years) is considered “nor-
mal”.

Telangana < Today

Telangana Today 01-October-2020

TS records highest rainfall in 30 years

It is largely being attributed to increased green cover in State

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

As the southwest monsoon
began retreating from parts
of north India, Telangana
tecotded the highest South-
west Monsoon rainfall over
the last three decades, The
State received 1102 mm
rainfall as on Wednesday
which is 45 per cent more
than normal rainfall of 759.6
mm during this year’s mon-
soon, commencing from
Junel,

The second highest rain-
fall of 9122 mm duting the
southwest monsoon season
was recorded in 2016-17.
Over the last one decade

since 2009, the Southwest
Monsoon rainfall in the
State has been above normal
for six times —in 2010, 2012,
2013, 2016, 2019 and this
year. The State received six
per cent above normal rain-
fall last year and two per
cent below normal in 2018,

Warangal Urban district
received 130 per cent excess
rainfall, followed by Wana-
parthy with 126 per cent and
Mahabubabad with 106 per
cent excess rainfall, Nirmal
is the only district to have
received 10 per cent less
than notmal tainfall,

Apart from climatic
changes, the increased rain-
fall is largely being attrib-

uted to an increased green
cover in the State, Due to
novel schemes such as
Haritha Haaram by Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao, the green cover is esti-
mated to have increased by
around 3-6 per cent since
the State formation, As per
the biannual forest survey
conducted by Forests Sur-
vey of India, the forest cover
in Telangana has increased
by 3.7 per cent from 49,05
lakh acres in 2014-15t0 40.84
lakh acres in 2019, The State
government has planted
over 207 crore saplings
under Haritha Haaram pro-
gramme inside and outside
forests since its launch.

The State received six per cent above normal rainfall last year
and two per cent below normal in 2018.
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Monsoon retreats from Capital

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The mon-
soon withdrew from Delhi
on Wednesday, with the city
recording 20 per cent less
rainfall this season, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said.

The city recorded 467.7 mm
rainfall against the normal of
585.8 mm between June 1 and
September 30, it said.

The wind system had
reached the national capital on
June 25, two days earlier than
normal, and stayed five days
longer than usual. Normally, it
withdraws from the city by Sep-
tember 25, Kuldeep Srivastava,
the head of the regional fore-
casting centre of the IMD, said.

“Change in the low-level
wind pattern to north-west-
erlies, reduction in moisture
content and cessation of rain-
fall indicates that the southwest
monsoon has further with-
drawn from some more parts
of Rajasthan, remaining parts of
Punjab, entire western Himala-
yan region, Haryana, Chandi-

garh, Delhi and some parts of
Uttar Pradesh,” the IMD said.

According to Met depart-
ment data, the city recorded 20
per cent less rainfall this mon-
00N season.

For smaller areas like Delhi,
19 per cent more or less than
long-period average rainfall (50
years) is considered “normal’”.
Between minus 20 per cent and
minus 59 per cent is “deficient”,
and anything less than that is
“scanty’.

“Therefore, the overall rain-
fall which is an average of rain-
fall measured by all automatic
weather stations and rain gauges
installed at several places falls in
the deficient category this sea-
son, Srivastava said.

Earlier this year, the Met
department had revised the date
for the withdrawal of the mon-
soon from Delhi from Septem-
ber 21 to September 25.

“The IMD revised the with-
drawal date considering the

trend in the last 20-25 years,”
Srivastava said.

Of all the 11 districts in the
national capital, Central Delhi
recorded the highest rain defi-
ciency of 63 per cent.

In September, the Safdar-
jung Observatory -- which pro-
vides representative data for the
city -- recorded just 20.9 mm
rainfall, the lowest for the month
in 16 years, according to IMD
data. The average rainfall for
September is around 129.8 mm.

The last time the weather
station recorded any rainfall
was on September 8.

According to the IMD, the
national capital recorded only
three rainy days this September,
the lowest since 2016, when it
witnessed just two rainy days.

Before this year, the lowest
September rainfall was recorded
in 2004 (3 mm). Delhi received
just 1.6 mm precipitation in
September 1994, according to
IMD data. Interestingly, the
national capital had gauged
237 mm rainfall in August this
year, the highest for the month
in seven years.
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Country received ‘above normal’ rainfall
during four-month monsoon, says IMD

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The coun-
try received above normal
monsoon during the four-
month rainfall season for
the second consecutive year,
recording the third high-
est precipitation in the last 30
years, the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) said on
Wednesday.

The country received 109
per cent rainfall of the Long
Period Average (LPA) with
three of four months -- June
(118 per cent), August (127
per cent) and September (104
per cent) -- witnessing above
normal rainfall, while July
recorded (90 per cent) defi-
cient rainfall.

"Quantitatively, the 2020
monsoon seasonal rainfall
during 1 June to 30 September
2020 has been 95.4 centime-
tres against long period aver-

age of 87.7 cm based on data
of 1961-2010 (109 per cent of
its LPA),” R K Jenamani, sci-
entist with the IMD's National
Weather Forecasting Centre
(NWEC) said.

Monsoon in the range of
96-104 per cent of the LPA is
considered as 'normal’; 104-
110 per cent as 'above nor-
mal’, above 110 per cent as
'excess’. Rainfall below 90 per
cent is considered as 'below
normal’,

The monsoon season in
India officially starts on June
1 and lasts till September 30.

The southwest monsoon
delivers about 70 per cent of
the country's annual rain-
fall, critical for the agricul-
ture sector that accounts for
about 14 per cent of India's
GDP and employs more than
half of the country’s 1.3 billion
population,

Good rains have boosted

sowing of the kharif crops
which farmers have sown in
record 1,116.88 lakh hectares
till last week as compared to
1,066.06 lakh hectares a year
ago, according to the Agricul-
ture Ministry's data.

The IMD has four meteo-
rological divisions. Of the four,
the east and northeast India,
central India and south India
have received above normal
rainfall. The northwest India
division has recorded deficient
rainfall.

Nineteen states and union
territories have received nor-
mal rainfall this year, while
nine states and union ter-
ritories saw excess rainfall.
Bihar, Gujarat, Meghalaya,
Goa, Andhra Pradesh Telan-
gana, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka
and Lakshdweep islands have
recorded above normal rainfall.
Sikkim recorded large excess
rainfall.
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HP records 26 pc deficient monsoon rainfall

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 305EPTEMBER

HimachalPradesh hasrecord-
ed 26 per cent deficient rain-
fall as per the long period
average (LPA) value, which is
the lowest in the last 7 years,
Shimla Meteorological depart-
ment director Manmohan
Singh said on Wednesday.

Singh said duringthe 2020
Monsoon season, 567.2 mm
was recorded in Himachal
Pradesh, which is 26 percent
below the Long Period Aver-
age value.

“Outof thetwelve districts
of the state, 3 districts name-
ly Bilaspur (+9 percent), Kullu
(+05 percent), Una (+10 per-
cent) received normal rainfall
and the remaining nine districts
received deficient rainfall.

Lahaul Spitidistrict record-
ed lowest rainfallin the state
with the tribal area receiving
only 105.5 mmrainfall which
was 73 percent less than LPA
value, followed by Chamba (-
55 percent), Kinnaur (-54 per-
cent), Simmaur {-37 percent) and
Shimla (-29 percent),” he
added. Earlier, lowestrainfall
of 523 mm (-37) percent was
recordedinHimachalin 2014.

Singh said the South- West
Monsoon arrived inHimachal
24 Juneand the Monsoon had
withdrawn from the entire
state on30September, five days
late from the normal date of
withdrawal of 25 September.
Last year, the withdrawal of

People walking during the rain at Ridge in Shimla.

monsoon from Himachal was
recorded on 11 October with
thestate receivingcumulative
rainfall of 685.5 mm which was
10 percent less than the LPA
value. He further stated that the
staterecorded 77 percentless
cumulative rainfall in the

month of September at 29.9
mm.

Thiswasthe lowest rainfall
inthemonth of Septemberin
thelast 16 years as the lowest
rainfall of -71 percent was
recorded in 2004 while the
highest rainfall 269.8 mm

(+93%) was recorded in Sep-
tember in2018.

“There were only 2 spells
(4 and 7 September) of mon-
soon currents in Himachal
Pradeshand rest of the month
waseither dryorreceived very
lessrainfall at few places over

FILE PHOTO s LALITKUMAR

the state.

Thehighest madmumtem-
perature of 38.6 degree Celsius
was recorded atUna on 21 Sep-
tember and minimum tem-
perature of3.3 degree Celsius

wasrecorded in Keyvlongon27
September,” he added.
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