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In a first, dolphin safaris launched
at 6 places in Ganga across 3 states

Bijnor: In a move aimed at
preserving Ganga ecology as
well as promoting tourism in
the reglon, a first-ofitskind
dolphin safaris were started
atsixplaces in thecountry, in-
cluding near Haiderpur Wet-
land in Ganga in Bijnoy, on
Monday On the occasion
which coincided with the
Gangetic Dolphin Day, Ma-
tional Mission for Clean Gan-
ga (NMCG) launched the
‘Dolphin Jalaj Safari’ at six
locations, including Bijnor,
Brijghat, Prayagraj and Va-
ranasi in Uttar Pradesh, Ka-
halgaon (Bihar) and Bandel
(West Bengal).

In Bijnor, NMCG director
general Rajeev Ranjan Mis-
hra said, “This is a unique
initiative to integrate Gan-
getic dolphin and Ganga con-
servation with local liveli-
hoods which is in line with
the concept of Arth Ganga.”

Elmelahmed as 'Ganga River Dolphin Day" as on this day
Ganga Dolphins were declared national aguatic animals in 2010

The ‘Ganga Praharis' —
trained volunteers from
among the local community
working for cleanliness of
Ganga — will take tourists at
these gites on boat rides to
view dolphins in the Ganga,

Besides, a new campaign,
‘My Ganga My Dolphin’, was
also launched on the oceasion
to conduct a dolphin census in
a 250 km- stretch from Bijnor
toMarora. Currently, there are
asmmmmaﬂammw

Wildlife Sanctuary compris-
ing five districts of west UP —

ised sightings of gharials
found abundantly in the re-
glon. Mishra said the concept
is similar to gharial safari in
the Chambal which has been
running uninterrupted since
its launch in 1898,

India celebrates October &
every year as ‘Ganga River
Dolphin Day' as on this day
Ganga Dolphins were de-
clared national aquatic ani-
mals in 2010, Dolphin conser-

vation was initially started
here in 2012 jointly by the
World Wide Fund for Nature
{(WWF) and UP government.
As announced by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Au-
gust 15, the Centre is alao ex-
pected to release a detailed
framework on conserving
dolphins - the way India has
been implementing conser-

- vation schemes for tigers and

elephantsunder itsdedicated
‘Project Tiger' and 'Project
Elephant’ programmes.
According to Suresh Ba-
bu, director (river, wetland
and water palicy), WWFE,
“0ur goal is to ensure water
connectivity and  depth
which are crueial to the sur-
vival of dolphins, and we are
on a mission to create aware-
ness among farmers to mind-
mize waste of water they use
for cultivation purposes,
This will go a long way in en-
suring adequate water in the
riverstream.”
-~ Fullreporton wue fol. in

2448



1/32535/2020

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Millennium Post 06-October-2020

Assam flood situation improves

NEW DELHI: The flood sit-
uation in Assam improved
marginally on Monday as the
number of people affected by
the deluge came down by over
30,000, while Delhi witnessed a
marked dip in minimum tem-
peratures which settled at 19.3
degrees Celsius.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said con-
ditions are becoming favour-
able for further withdrawal of
southwest monsoon from Raj-
asthan and some more parts
of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat during
the next 24 hours.

Arunachal Pradesh and
Odisha witnessed heavy to very
heavy rainfall at isolated place
and heavy rains lashed isolated
places over Assam, Meghalaya,
east Madhya Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh and coastal Andhra
Pradesh, it said.

Delhi recorded air quality
in the "moderate” category and
saw a marked dip in minimum

temperatures, which are likely
to drop to 18 degrees Celsius by
Wednesday.

Low temperatures and stag-
nant winds help in accumu-
lation of pollutants near the
ground, affecting air quality.

The Ministry of Earth Sci-
ences' air quality monitor,
SAFAR, said the city air qual-
ity index (AQI) will remain in
the "moderate” category on
Tuesday and Wednesday as
high-velocity local winds are
preventing accumulation of
pollutants,

In Assam, the number of
people reeling under the del-
uge is now 1,04,625 while it
was 1,35,074 on Sunday, Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) said in
a bulletin.

A total of 312 villages
in the districts of Dhem-
aji, Morigaon and Nagaon
are under water now while
19,737 hectare of crop area is
affected. AGENCIES
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Water row: State
set to counter AP

STATEBUREAU
Hyderabad

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao, who is
known for his vast knowl-
edge of various aspects of
irrigation, agriculture and
other sectors, as also for his
meticulous planning and
homework, will have
enough ammo in his arsenal
to counter Andhra
Pradesh’s arguments on
various contentious issues
of river water sharing in
both Krishna and Godavari
basins at the second meet-
ing of the Apex Council on
Tuesday.

The meeting, called for by
Jal Shakthi Minister Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat after a
long gap of four years, will
look into river water sharing
disputes between the two

The Chief Minister
armed with

enough ammo to
take on sibling State
at Apex Council
meeting today

Telugu States with the Chief
Ministers of both the States
participating in the deliber-
ations, Telangana, which
achieved freedom from the
shackles of an exploitative
political class of Andhra
Pradesh after a long and
hard-fought struggle span-
ning over six decades, has
matured and emerged as a
progressive and dynamic
State within a short period
of six years.

(SEE PAGES 2, 4, 5)
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Telangana ‘<, Today

Water row: State set to counter AP

Despite the gross injustice heaped on it, par-
ticularly on river water allocation for the
parched region, and the exploitation and de-
ception on other fronts perpetrated by succes-
sive governments in the undivided State, the
Chief Minister bore no grudge against the sib-
ling State, He was, in fact, vocal on several oc-
casions while asserting that he viewed farm-
ers on either side of the border with the same
compassion, and that he would like the natural
resources to be shared in a manner that would
be beneficial to both the States.

CM K Chandrashekhar Rao has time and

the philosophy of ‘live and let live,” something
he demonstrated during the negotations with
the neighbouring Maharashtra before taking
up the mega Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme, essentially a re-engineered version of
the Pranahita Chevella project proposed
under the undivided State.

The Chief Minister, willing as he is to listen
to others viewpoints and accomodate just and
meaningful sugggestions, however, made it
clear that when it comes to protecting the in-
terests of Telangana State for which he waged
a long battle, he was ready to take on anyone,

again pointed out that he firmly believed in

the Centre included.

Record rain in Greater Hyderahad

All three districts Ranga Reddy, Hyderabad and Medchal-Malkajgiri receive surplus rainfall between June and September

SUNNY BASKI
HYDERABAD

The southwest monsoon
which started on a bright
note in the month of June
with bountiful rains had
Greater Hyderabad register-
ing arecord surplus rain this
5eason.

All the three districts of
Greater Hyderabad —
Ranga Reddy, Hyderabad
and  Medchal-Malkajgiri
went on to record surplus
rainfall during June and Sep-
tember as monsoon re-
mained benevolent over the
city throughout the season.

The data with the Meteor-
ological Department shows
that Hyderabad against a
normal rainfall of 621.2 mm,
ended up recording 802.7
mm from June 1to Septem-
ber 30 with a surplus of 29
per cent.

The situation was no dif-
ferent in Ranga Reddy and
Medchal-Malkajgiri ~ dis-
tricts. For a normal rainfall
of 547.6 mm for the season,
Ranga Reddy recorded 762.7
mm and Medchal-Malkajgiri
received 883.7 mm against
666.9 mm,

Since the onset of mon-
soon on June 12, there has

Bontiful Spel

Hyderabad recorded

© Cityalso

| © Southwest

i monsoon has
hit the State on
June12

received a

a rainfall of 802.7mm, 5 rem Lo

since June 1

been a steady spell of rains
inthe city interspersed with
heavy downpours. This re-
sulted in the city recording
surplus rainfall in each
month of the southwest
monsoon. Across the State,

September 30 was 94 cm

but for Nirmal which regis-
tered a deficit rainfall, all
other districts have either
witnessed surplus or normal
rainfall. The season’s aver-
age rainfall in Telangana
stands at 1,102 mm against a

in Telangana
stands at

Mahabubabad

Bhadradri-Kothagudem

Warangal Urban

¥ Highest rainfall district
5 wise rainfall (mm)

[ ACTUAL RAINFALL

NORMAL RAINFALL

record a rainfall of up to 830
mm against a normal rainfall
of 755 mm. However, the
bountiful rainfall was be-
yond the expectations of

| [——— Met department,
| Hyderabad surpasses
Warangal Rural annual mark

Apart from recording sur-
plus rainfall this monsoon,
Hyderabad received total
rainfall of 94 c¢m so far this
year, against an annual nor-
mal rainfall of 82 cm.

After receiving more than
50 per cent of the normal
rainfall by July itself, the an-
nual rainfall surpassed the
normal expected by Sep-
tember,

1,102 mm According to data from

i Peddapali the weather stations across

© Amongall districts, pa the State, Hanamkonda re-

only Nirmal registered ceived the highest annual

_____ sl Rajanna Sircila rainfall of 180 cm so far, fol-

© Hanamkonda received lowed by Bhadrachalam (174

the highest annual lanagaon c¢m) and Medak (137 cm)

rainfall of 180 cm while Hakimpet witnessed
the lowest of 74 cm.

There are 12 weather sta-
normal rainfall of 759.6 mm, Rural (1,696.9 mm), while tions in the State where the
asurplus of 45 per cent. Nalgonda witnessed lowest  rainfall is recorded on a day-

Among all districts, the rainfall of 622.5mmbetween to-day basis. The data from
highest  rainfall  was Juneand September, these stations suggest that
recorded at Jayashankar Prior to the arrival of Hakimpet and Nizamabad
Bhupalpally with 18294 monsoon, weathermen pre-  are yet to cross annual rain-
mm, followed by Warangal dicted that the State could fall figures.
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friendly hand offered by KCR

Itis highly deplorable that the AP government is making these false accusations on Telangana projects. I have offered

afriendly hand to AP government by inviting the heads of that State for a lunch and made it amply clear that Telangana is not

for basins or bheshajams (ego clashes). I have proposed that being neighbours having natural borders, we must shun

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

hief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao's priority from
day ane since Telangana was formed has been pro-
tecting the interest of the State, but never has it been
atthe cost of somebody else. He often speaks about
the welfare of the people of Andhra Pradesh, partic-
ularly those from the parched region of Ray-
alaseema,

When AP Chief Minister ¥$ Jaganmohan Reddy
met him at Pragathi Bhavan, Chandrashekhar Rao
spoke about the welfare of the people of both the
States, and expressed his disg:leasme at watet going
waste into the sea instead of being utilised to bring
lakhs of actes under cultivation in both the States,

Chandrashekhar Rao even mooted the idea of tak-
ing watet from Godavari through anetwork of canals
to Rayalaseetna passing through the geographical area
of the State. On June 28, 2019, breaking new ground,
Telangana agreed to amicably resolve all the water-
sharing disputes throughnegotiations and decided to
divert water from Godavati river to Krishna river,

During the first full-fledged offcial talks between
Chandrashekhar Rao and Jaganmohan Reddy, the
former urged the irrigation offcials from both sides
to prepare proposals on diverting water from Go-
davart o Srisailam reservoir across Krishna river be-
fore July 15,2020,

"The common agreement was that since availabil-
ity of water in Krishna was less, which was causing
hardships in the Rayalaseemma region in AP besides
Mahabubnagar and Nalgonda districts in Telangana,
both the Chief Ministers agteed to ensure total and
effcient utilsation of the available wat resources

differences to provide assured irrigation to our farmers
K Chandrshekdor o, Chef Ministr

WATER ALLOCATION/SHARING

MINIMUM DRAW DOWN LEVEL

),

1 Nagausaga il ek -
10656 o Mot Dot 'y @ %l .131
ALMATTIDAM 510 ﬁ 854 ft '“”»3&"!‘5?‘“

3 NORMAL TIME ALLOTMENT FOR THE NSP

34599 Leftcanal share ~ Right canal

[Rtme 132tme
1

"URALA PROIECT

158l
956

gl

NARAYANPUR

B

SRISAILAM

APisactually iverting

= Gross Storage (M) over 350 tmeftto PROJECT
RN nonsin rojets
FRL(nft)
@ Present evel (inft)
= River flow direction

1 Muchumarri Lift Scheme | i
| This project has abearing on the water i '
yields for Palamuru— Ranga Reddy lift POST RE-ORGANISATION

irigation scheme. AP can draw water Undivided AP
from Srisailam with ts levels being above 8l tme

( I | Telngana
Nime ™ Mime

Tungathadra river

Fnlhimldﬁadu

2452



1/32535/2020

culture, industries and for drinking water purposes
in both the States.

LET BYGONES BE BYGONES

Chandrashekhar Rao was magnanimous in
announcing that the disputes and issues
pertaining to river water sharing have been
forgotten in good spirit and both the States
should strive to provide optimum benefit to
their people. “There are no egos, no disputes
over the basins. If we have disputes, we cannot
give water to our future generations. We must
think about ourselves from the peoples’
perspective because they voted for us hoping
that we will do good for them, and hence, it is
our responsibility to do good for them,”
Chandrashekkhar Rao said then.

‘We can save 3,000 tm¢’

In a PowerPoint presentation on the availability of
‘water in the rivers, Chan khar Rao said there
‘was 4,000 TMC of water in Krishna and Godavari
and by utilising them, the two States can enhance ir-
rigation and drinking water capacity. "We have
about 3,000 TMC of water going into the sea every
year, All we need is the wisdom to utilise the water,”
the Chief Minister said,

Headvised AP that it all depends on the efficiency
of both the States in optimally utilising the water. He
further advised the sibling State that there was no
use running around tribunals and courts for share of
‘water, In a fatherly guidance, he said that if both the
states think and together, it will be encugh. He,
however, stressed that both the States should have
unanimity on the utilisation of the water in the two
main rivers, chavarl and Krishna,

¢ g on the Union g
on connectivity of rivers, the Chief Mmulersmdthat
after the needs uf'le]axgmn and Andhra Pradesh
were fulfilled, then the Telugu states can think of the
Centre’s proposal.

Complete data

However, Andhra Pradesh vitiated the friendly at-
mosphete by issuing a GO for expansion of the ca-
pacity of the Pothireddypadu Head Regulator with-
out consulting the upper riparian State. Irked by the
baseless allegations on Telangana with regard to
sharing of river water in its letter to the KRMB and
GRMB, Chandrashekhar Rao decided to effectively
counter the sibling State’s overtures by tabling com-
plete and true information at the ensuing Apex
Council meeting putting an end to the claims of the
neighbouring State.

The Chief Minister, who had held a meeting with
the officers of Irrigation department at Pragathi Bha-
van to chalk out the stand to be taken by the State of
Telangana at the Apex Council meeting called by the
Jala Shakti ministry to discuss the issue of sharing of
river water, reviewed the historical background of
each irrigation projects, He then looked into the
opinion of Andhra Pradesh on each one of ther,

The Chief Minister was of the view that time has
come to give a strong reply to both the Andhra
Pradesh and the Union Governments. “It is highly
deplorable that the AP government is making these
false accusations on Telangana projects. I have of-
fered a friendly hand to AP government by inviting
the heads of that State fora hmch and madeit amply
clear that Telangana is not for basins or bheshajams
(ego clashes).

I have roposed that being neighbours having nat-

we must shun differences to provi
sured irrigation to our farmers,” the Chief Minister
said. He added that he has advised the neighbouring
State to ensure that Thewaher that goes waste intothe
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On Agenda

Jurisdiction of Krishna River
Management Board (KRM B)

Jurisdiction of Godavari River
Management Board (GRMB)
Submission of the Detailed
project reports (DPRs) of
new projects to the river
managements boards _

Establishing a mechanism for
determination of share of
Krishna and Godavari waters
betweenboth the States
Shifting of KRMB
headquarters to AP

Controversial
GORT No 30

(05-05-2020) of
AP

ADMINISTRATIVE
APPROVAL FOR FOLLOWING

® Rayalaseema Pumping System
(3tmc per day) from
Sangameswaram 4km from
Pothireddypadu head regulator
(PHR):Rs3889¢cr

® Up gradation of PH

said. The Chief Minister also found fault
with the attitude of the Union govern-
ment with regard to Telangana projects.
“We are constructing projects as per the
allocated water share, It is highly de-
plorable to object to projects which have
approved allocations, received all per-
missions and huge amounts of money
being spent even before the State is
formed,” he pointed out,

Speakingto Telangana T'oday M Shyam
Prasad Reddy , general secretary of Telan-
gana Retired Engmeers Assomanon said

sea can be effe ly utilided by impl an  that th has been
action plm with regard to release of water from Sri-
“But APis deliberately picking a fight, but wewill  sailam to Nagarjuna Sagar without con-

glve a strong reply at the Apex Council clesmg the
seless arguments of that State once for all,” Rao

sidering the facts. “In f;

Pothireddypadu may siphon out
80,000 cusecs per day

Unauthorised expansion of the project will irreversibly compromise interests of Telangana

JBS UMANADH
Hyderabad

The illegal Pothireddypadu
Head Regulator Project and its
unauthorised expansion by
Andhra sh will irre-
versibly compromise the inter-
ests and rights of Telangana
since the head regulator built
to t:d;; 1500 tuszc:d iniﬁa;lg' is
now being expanded to siphon
out 80,000 cusecs per day from
the depths of the Srisailam

project
'l'he Polhlreddypadu Head
wa d for

CﬂNSIDER PROJECT ON

HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS: JAGAN

capacity of1,500 cusecs to pm
vide drinking water to Chen-
nai, Hnwever.the chernment

of th
mising the interest of Telan-
gana constructed it with a ca-
pacity of 1,150 cusees and
subsequently enhanced it to
,000 cusecs, even though the
matter was sub-judice before
Krishna Water Disputes Tri-
‘bunal (KWDT-I), and did not
have any prior sanction.
“Now they are further ex-
panding it illegally to 80,000
cusecs to transfer Krishna wa-
ters to outside basin areas, into
Pennar,” Sridhar Rao Desh-
pande, OSD (frrigation) CMO
of Telangana told Telangana
Today. Even with the existing
capacity of 44,000 cusecs, AP
has so far lifted 179 tme of
water outside the basin, he said
adding that the CM will raise
this issue prominently at the
Apex Council meeting,
Principal Secretary (Irriga-
tion) Rajat Kumar said despite
the directions of the KRMB on
February 5,2020 asking AP to
submit the details of the proj-
ect, the State has not re-
sponded in that regard. On
May 5, 2020, the State issued a

not a project meant for irrigation, it is

added.

Meanwhile, Irrigation De-
partment of AP proceeded
with proposals of new projects
by issuing a GO (203) on May
5, 2020, giving administrative
sanction to various compo-
nents costing Rs 6,829.15 crore,
envisaging a new project for
installation of a pumping sys-
tem in Srisailam to draw 3 tmc
per day located mear

eswaram to be let into
Srisailam Right Main Canal

However the Andhra Pradesh government urged the g;?gm;ﬁmﬂaﬂ
to consider its proposed Rayalaseema additional water drawing sys-
Llﬂ Ilrlgatmn Prmecttnhft water from Srisailam reservoir on tem, the AP government also
grounds. Chief Minister YS han Reddy proposes to enhance the con-
says the water was meant to provide drinking water to veying capacity of various
Nellore and Prakasam districts. canals in Pennar basin,
Because of the humanitarian nature of the then Rajat Kumar said the AP
Chief Minister YS Raj Reddy, the fi intends to en-
for Palamuru Rangareddy and Dindi projects were gannethglmldnwaln:zpamty
made possible and Kalwakurthy and SLBC took shape. up to 8 tmc per day with the
He always wished well for all Telugu people. When help of the proposed projects.
we plan to take water to provide drinking water, it is “Telangana is dependent on
not right to object ;vatgrr frm]u‘m Sﬂsa;léam t&s{er;oir
- or ing needs of Hyder-
JAGANMOHAN REDDY il Misibn. B Iglﬂﬂl
schemes in old Mahabul
GOgi dministrativesanc-  was in of Sec- and Ranga l;l:g?y
tion to the project. With the tion 84 of the AP Reorganisa-  distticts, besides irrigation
proposed projects, the AP gov-  tion Act, since such projects needs in Nagarjuna Sagar Left
ernment intendstowithdraw8 can be initiated only with the Bank Canal, AMR SLBC,

tme of water every day ad-
versely impacting the interests
of inhabitants of Telangana,
Rajat Kumar argued in a three-
page letter dashed to Chair-
man KRMB on May 12, 2020.
“Srisailam reservoir being a
common project, AP cannot
plan ot initiate any additional
diversion of water without
consulting Telar\gana. It is not

approval of the apex council
consisting of Union Minister
for Water Resourcesand Chief
Ministers of both the States.
The Telan, government
said it was brought to the no-
tice of the Board on January 29,
2020, that there were reports
of proposed new projects in
AP without following the
statutury mandate of the AP
Act 2014, The

expected ofa
in the Federation of India, to
conduct its affairs in this man-
ner,” he noted.

Rajat Kumar, said the pro-
posed Ra LIScheme

countered

it with the

Board in turn had dashed offa
letter tothe AP government on
April 2, 2020 asking it to fur-
nishdetails of the projects. Till
date, AP has not responded, he

mention of

Kalwakurthy Lift Trrigation
Scheme, Palamuru Ran-
gaReddy Lift Irrigation
Scheme, Dindi LI Scheme and
power generatlon under Sri-
sailam  Left Power
House,” he wrote.

Clandestine diversion

“AP has been resorting to clan-
destine diversion of water
through PRP by suppressing
facts even before Krishna
‘Water Disputes Tribunal -1,
by creating a power channel to
divert an additional 5,000
cusecs,” Rajat Kumar said.

formation of Telangana. Recalling the

meant for generation of hydroelectric
power,” he said.

He pointed out that projects that were
conceived during erstwhile AP were not
meant to meet the needs of the Telangana
region and after formation of the State,
Telangana embarked on redesigning of
the projects based on the present day
needs of the new State.

He recalled that Telangana movement
is in fact aimed at achieving the region's
legitimate rights in river water, because of
the gross injustice meted out to Telan-
gana, Countering AP’s allegations the irri-
gation expert recalled that AP has raised

biection about Pal R ddy lift

Sagar has to beﬁ]ledﬂrstand Srisailam is

irrigation project but when Telangana

Muchchumarri project undertaken by that
State it agreed to continue both the proj-
ects. On the other hand three barrages on
Penganga received Tribunal’s approvals

ts were made way back in
1975 l‘he erts have pte ated
to present these etails, rela't
ernment orders, and the extent of lami a:
quired during the Apex Council meeting
scheduled for Tuesday.

A discriminated State

Telangana could complete projects such
as Jurala, Nettempady, Kalwakurthy,
Bhima, and Koilsagar which were taken
up during the combined State, only after

blasting of RDS drain by AP leaders for
the construction of Tummila Lift, Reddy
said that Telangana region was discrimi-
nated at every stage. However he said that
Telangana has started constructing the
projects after bifurcation that too strictly
adhering to allocations only.

“In fact, Telangana requires more
water, We must getanother 1,000 TMC in
the surplus water of Godavari. The catch-
ment of Godavari is more in Telangana.
Hence Telangana must demand for 1,000
TMC of surplus Godavari water from the
2,000 TMC of water that otherwise would

waste into the Sea,” Chief Minister said

ing areview meeting batting for the fu-
ture needs of the State.
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AP cries foul over redesigned projects

All projects it claims are new were taken up in the undivided State and were subsequently redesigned and renamed

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Andhra Pradesh has been crying
foul about seven ‘new’ projects
being taken up by the Telangana
State government on River Go-
davari including the prestigious
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme, earlier known as
Pranahitha Chevella project in
the undivided State, The fact that
the acknowledgment by the
Union Ministry of Water Re-
sources that KLIS is not a new
project seems to have fallen on
deaf ears.

That aside, Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy himself was a willing par-
ticipant in the inaugural function
of the project on June 21, 2019,
along with then Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Phad-
navis and the host Chief Minister
K Chandrashekhar Rao exposes
the blatant attempts by AP to
show the Telangana State gov-
ernment in poor light, The Chief
Ministers of the two States even
held detailed discussions, on the
initiative of Chandrashekhar
Rao, on the interlinking of Kr-
ishna and Godavari rivers that
would benefit both the States
and prevent precious surplus
water from flowing into the sea.

Allthe projects that AP claims
are new are in fact projects taken
up in the undivided State that
were subsequently redesigned
and given new names based on
popular local sentiments,

AP Special Chief Secretary,
Water Resources department
Adityanath Das in a letter to Go-
darvari River Management Board
on May 5 2020 alleged that
Telangana was building several
irrigation projects in violation of
the provisions of the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act.

He said the total water avail-
able to both States from Go-
davari River was 1,430 tmc, in-
cluding 776 tme for AP and 650
tmc for Telangana State. “How-
ever, Telangana has been exe-
cuting seven new projects, in-
cluding Kaleshwaram  Lift
Irrigation Scheme (KLIS), with
utilisation of 450 tme feet with-
out furnishing the detailed proj-
ect reports to GRMB and ap-
proval of apex council. What is
more, Telangana has enhanced

the utilisation of waters under
Kaleshwaram from 225 tmc to
450 tme, which will affect the
Andhra projects like Polavaram
in the downstream,” he said,
Sridhar Rao Deshpande, OSD
(Irrigation) in the Telangana
Chief Minister’s Office, dis-
missed the AP allegations as
farce. “In fact, all the seven proj-
ects were contemplated, de-
signed, and grounded by the erst-
while AP State itself, well before
bifurcation took place in 2014” he
told Telangana Today. Adminis-
trative and technical sanctions,
water allocations, finalisation of
contracts and land acquisitions
were all taken up in the erstwhile
combined State, and an expendi-
ture of Rs 15,000 te Rs 20,000
crores was incurred on these
seven projects even before
Telangana State was formed.
Godavari  Lift Irrigation
Scheme (GLIS) scheme was
given administrative sanction in
2001 and by 2014 an expenditure
of Rs 7,292 crore had already
been incurred on this project.
The Kanthanapally Project,
which was originally a part of the
GLIS scheme, was shifted about
20 km upstream to Tupakula
Gudem village, to avoid submer-
gence of 11,408 acres of tribal
lands in 17 villages. To honour
the tribal people it was renamed
as Sammakka Sagar Project after
the local tribal deity. “These are
not new projects as AP is calling
them but were projects that were
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renamed and redesigned based  share of Telangana region as de-
on the needs of the new State,” termined by the erstwhile
Deshpande said. Andhra Pradesh State, Desh-
Similarly the erstwhile pande argued that these 7 proj-
Pranahita Chevella Project was  ects cannot be called as new

reengineered to avoid submer-
gence of lands in Maharashtra, to
create adequate reservoir capac-
ity as per Central Water Com-
mission’s advice, and make it
suitable for the requirements of
the Telangana State. Keeping in
view the local sentiments and
traditions, the project was re-
named as the Kaleshwaram Proj-
ect. Even the Ministry of Water
Resources has accepted that
Kaleshwaram project is not a
new project.

The Sitarama Project is being
implemented by metging the
erstwhile Rajiv Sagar and Indira
Sagar projects sanctioned in
2005. Due to the bifurcation of
the State the head works of In-
dira Sagar came under the sub-
mergence of Polavaram Project,
and much of the proposed ayacut
went to Andhra Pradesh due to
transfer of seven mandals as per
the amendments made to the Re-
organisation Act by the Govern-
ment of India. Hydrological
clearance for the redesigned
Sitarama Project has also been
duly obtained by Telangana
State. While making these modi-
fications in the projects started in
the combined State, it was
scrupulously ensured that the
water allocation and utilisation
was well within the earmarked

projects by AP,

Diversion tactics

The multi Stage KLIS was inau-
gurated on June 21, 2019 by the
Chief Minister in the presence of
his counterparts from Maharash-
tra and Andhra Pradesh, and the
Governor of Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. At that time
nearly 95 percent of work on lift-
ing 3 tme per day was already
completed. “Tt now appears that
Andhra Pradesh is objecting
about the Kaleshwaram Project
with the sole purpose of divert-
ing attention from their own
unauthorised and illegal activi-
ties at Pothireddypadu Regulator
and Rayalaseema Lift [rrigation
Scheme,” Deshpande observed,

Godavari water utilisation

In February 2014, the then Chief
Minister of combined AP made a
detailed statement on the floor of
the Legislative Assembly provid-
ing project-wise allocations for
all the existing and ongoing proj-
ects in the State. The projects in
Telangana State were allocated
967.94 tmc water and 518.215tmc
was allocated to AP, This was
based on an estimation of
1486.155 tmc water availability in
Godavari for the combined State.
This allocation works out to be

65.13 per cent of the total water
for Telangana, though 80 per
cent of river catchment lies in
Telangana region of the erst-
while Andhra Pradesh.

TS to utilise 1,950 tmc
The erstwhile State of AP was
awarded all remaining waters
entering into the borders of the
ile State. As per 53 years of
Central Water Commission
(CWC) gauge records at the last
gauging station on Godavari
River at least 3,000 tmc of water
flows into the Bay of Bengal after
the utilisation of both Telangana
and AP, The etstwhile State of
Andhra Pradesh itself had allo-
cated 651 per cent of the Go-
davari waters to Telangana re-
gion. The 3,000 tme of water
flowing into the sea annually can
also be used on a pro-rata basis.

Based on the total water re-
quirement for irrigation, indus-
try and drinking water, Telan-
gana will use 1,950 tmc water per
year against the present alloca-
tion of 967.15tmc. This will be re-
quired for meeting the water re-
quirements of the State capital
which is growing due to the ex-
pansion of I'T and Pharma indus-
tries and the growth of its urban
agglomerations.

TS Irrigation Principal Secre-
tary added that when N Kiran
Kumar Reddy was the Chief
Minister of erstwhile AP, he an-
nounced that the allocation to TS
in Godavati was 967,14 tmc. “The
seventh clause of the Bachawat
Tribunal permitted taking of Go-
davari water allocated to a par-
ticular State to anywhere within
the State, We are using our quota
of water as per our require-
ments,” Rajat Kumar said,

On AP's objections that
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme was sanctioned to lift
225 tmcft and TS was diverting
450 tmc now, Kumar explained
that the Nizam Sagar and SRSP
which got a combined allocation
of 243 tme, never got more than
50 or 60 tmc in their history, due
to the projects constructed by
the upper riparian States. Rajat
Kumar said that when AP was di-
verting Godavari waters to Kr-
ishna basin through Pattiseema
lift, Telangana should get 45 tme
water above Nagarjuna Sagar
Project in Krishna River.
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Second apex
council meet today

STATE BUREAU
Hiy el ras el

The second meeting of the Apex
Council, constituted to resolve
the water sharing issues be-
tween Telangana State and
Andhra Pradesh will be held on
Tuesday at 11 am.

Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao will be
participating in the meeting
chaired by the Union Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat,
through video confer-
ence. Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister ¥YS Ja-
ganmohan Reddy will
be attending the meet-
ing in a similar fashion.

The agenda points
set by the Jal Shakti
Ministry include juris-

diction of Krishna
River Management
Board (KRMB) and Go-

davari River Manage-

ment Board (GRMB),
submission of the de-

tailed project reports

(DPRs) of new projects to the
river managements boards, es-
tablishing a mechanism for de-
termination of share of Krishna
and Godavari waters between
both the States, and shifting of
KRMB headquarters to Andhra
Pradesh.

The Apex Council meeting
was necessitated because of the
unresolved disputes between
the sibling States regarding river
water sharing. Telangana State
urged for an early meeting to
discuss the Andhra Pradesh gov-

ernment’s plan to lift 3 tmc of
Krishna water from the Sri-
sailam project by enhancing the
capacity of the Pothireddypadu
head regulator.

1st meeting in 2016
Chief Ministers of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana at-
tended the first meeting of the
Apex Council formed under the
provisions of the AP Reorgani-
sation Act, 2014, to discuss irri-
gation projects on Kr-
ishna and Godavari
rivers on September
21, 2016 in New Delhi.
The Apex Council met
under the Chairman-
ship of the then Union
Water Resources Min-
ister Uma Bharati, and
Chief Minister of
Telangana K Chan-
drasekhar Rao and the
then Andhra Pradesh

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
participated.

The first meeting

held in a cordial man-

ner decided to set up telemetry

systems for water gauging on

river Krishna to provide accu-

rate and up to date data on flow
of water in the river.

The council also decided to
constitute joint teams for river
basin study of both the States.
The joint teams were supposed
to have experts from both the
States and Centre. The teams
will submit their report about
water sharing which will be for-
warded to Krishna tribunal for
speedy decision.
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