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Centre to refer
Krishna water
dispute to
tribunal afresh

New Delhi: As part of multi-
pledecisions taken on'the con-
tentious issue of sharing riv-
er waters of Krishna and Go-
davari, the Centre on Tuesday
decided to notify jurisdictions
of both the river management
boards despite objection on
this move from Telangana. It
however, agreed to the Telan-
Eana government's request to
refer the state's dispute with
Andhra Pradesh on Krishna
river afresh to the inter-state
water disputes tribunal.

Telangana CM K Chandra-
selkhar Rao, on his part, agreed
his state would withdraw the
case it had filed in the Supreme
Court on the issue to enable the
Centre to move forward on re-
ferring the Krishna water shar-
ing issues tothe tribunal.

On Godavari, the Centre
will set up a new tribunal after
getting formal requests from
both states. Telangana is learn-
ed to have decided to send its re-
quest to the Centre on Wednes-
day. The decisions were taken in
an apex council meeting ch-
aired by Jal Shakti minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat. i

Fullreport on wwiw. toi.in
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Centre to fix jurisdiction of river boards

Meeting called to resolve differences between A.P. and Telangana on sharing Krishna, Godavari waters

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Centre will determine
the jurisdictions of the Krish-
na and Godavari river man-
agement boards (KRMB and
GRMB), Union Water Re-
sources Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said on
Tuesday.

He was speaking after con-
vening an apex council meet-
ing involving the Centre,
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana, the second since 2016.
The meeting is primarily to
resolve the conflict between
the two States over executing
irrigation projects and shar-
ing water from the Krishna
and Godavari rivers.

Crucial talks: Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat at the apex
council meeting in New Delhi. Andhra Pradesh CM Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy took part through video conferencing.

The key points on the
agenda at Thursday’s meet-
ing which was convened via
videoconference are: juris-

diction of the KRMB and
GRMB, submission of De-
tailed Project Reports (DPR)
of new projects by the two

governments for appraisal
and sanction by the apex
council, establishing a me-
chanism to determine the

share of Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana in the Krishna and
Godavari waters, and shift-
ing the headquarters of the
Krishna River Management
Board to Andhra Pradesh.
“The Centre will go ahead
with notifying the jurisdic-
tion of both KRMB & GRMB.
Telangana Chief Minister dis-
sented on this, but as per the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisa-
tion Act, no consensus is
needed. Both Chief Ministers
agreed to submit the DPRs of
all the projects taken up by
their States. Their technical
appraisal will be done in the
shortest possible time-
frame,” said Mr. Shekhawat.
The headquarters of the
KRMB would be located in
Andhra Pradesh, he added.
With regards to sharing of
river waters, the Telangana

Chief Minister agreed to
withdraw the case filed in Su-
preme Court, to allow the
Centre to refer water sharing
issues to the Krishna Goda-
vari tribunal.

Regarding the sharing of
Godavari waters, both the
States were asked to send in
their requests to the Centre
so that it could refer them to
the tribunal, a statement
from the Water Resources
Ministry said.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Red-
dy and his Telangana coun-
terpart K. Chandrasekhar
Rao had taken tough stands
on projects such as the Raya-
laseema lift  irrigation
scheme and enhancement of
the carrying capacity of the
Pothireddypadu head regu-
lator.
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Andhra CM discusses
river water sharing
disputes with T In
apex council meet

Hyderabad: Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan
has clearly scored over his
Telangana counterpart K
Chanc%rasekhar Rao at the
Apex Council meeting con-
vened by the Centre via video
conference on Tuesday to
resolve river water sharing dis-
pules between both the States.
Jagan could secure most of
his major demands from this
crucial meeting while the Centre
simply ignored the demands put
forth by KCR. The Apex Council
developments proved how Ja
remains favoured CM for BJP-
led government at the Centre
over KCR. It may be mentioned
that Jagan rushed to Delhi a day
ahead of ApexCouncil meeting
and met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi just an hour
before the council
meeting. PNS
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Water levels of major rivers
rising in Hailakandi district

CORRESPONDENT

HAILAKANDI, Oct 6: The
water levels are rising abruptly
in all the three major rivers of
Hailakandi district following in-
cessant rainfall in the Barak Val-
ley and neighbouring Mizoram.

All the three rivers in
Hailakandi district have record-
ed a sudden rise in water level
in the past 72 hours. The
Dhaleswari river has crossed
the danger level of 28.05 me-
tres while the Katakhal and
Barak rivers are flowing a few
notches below the danger mark.

Meanwhile, the District
Disaster Management Au-
thority (DDMA) appealed to

people not to venture out near
rivers in spate and parents to
keep a close watch on their
children in view of several
drowning incidents in the re-
cent past.

The North Eastern Space
Applications Centre, Megha-
laya through its flood early
warning system (FLEWS) has
sounded an alert valid for 36
hours starting at around 5.30
pm on Monday of heavy to very
heavy rainfall in Hailakandi dis-
trict and adjoining areas that
may lead to flooding of Lala,
Hailakandi and Algapur reve-
nue circles following a rise in
water levels of the Barak, Ka-
takhal and Dhaleswari rivers.

The Assam State Disaster
Management Authority has
asked the DDMA, Hailakandi
to take necessary prepared-
ness measures.

DDMA District Project Of-
ficer Rupjoy Maibangsa said
water levels of all the three
rivers are rising rapidly espe-
cially the Dhaleswari at 10 cm
per hour above the danger lev-
el. "Following the alert, all con-
cerned have been informed to
be on vigil to tackle any flood-
related situation,” added
Maibangsa.

Hailakandi's adjoining Kolas-
ib district of Mizoram received
149.60 mm rainfall between
September 26 to October 5.



N. VAMSI SRINIVAS | DC
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In a major breakthrough
the Centre has decided to
leave the water manage-
ment of the Godavari and
Krishna rivers in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana
state to the respective
boards by notifying their
jurisdiction.

Though TS Chief Minis-
ter K. Chandrashekar Rao
opposed the move, the
Centre decided to go
ahead, taking a stand that
the AP Reorganisation Act
does not mandate consen-
sus on the matter.

“The jurisdiction of
boards will be notified
soon,” announced  Jal

Shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekawat after the
second Apex Council meet-
ing held through video
conference with Chandra-
shekar Rao and his AP
counterpart Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy on Tuesday.

Regulation of Krishna
waters will be based on the
award of the Krishna
Waters Dispute Tribunal
(KWDT) 1 and will be
revisited once the KWDT 2
award is published. At one
stage, Rao, who was upset
over the delay in fixing the
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Iver boards to manage
Godavari, Krishna waters

KCR opposes move, Centre says consensus not mandatory

Livid KCR says meet
ignored several issues

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIUAYAWADA, OCT. 6

TS Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao
expressed his ire against
the Union Jal Shakti min-
istry for not incorporating
in the agenda several con-
tentious issues that he
wanted to highlight at the
second  Apex  Council
meeting on Tuesday.

Rao was asked to speak
after the opening remarks
by Union Jal Shakti min-
ister Gajendra Singh
Shekawat and a presenta-
tion made by the ministry
on the agenda. The
arrangement, the minis-
ter said, was done in view
of then chief minister N.

Chandrababu Naidu initi-
ating the discussion in the
first Apex Council meet-
ing. Rao wanted the meet-
ing to be postponed and
reconvened later with a
new agenda.

sShekawat, however,
pacified him and urged to
resume the discussion.
Sources said Rao took
strong objection to the
Centre turning a deaf ear
to his complaints against
the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment going ahead with
a new project, the Rayala-
seema lift irrigation sche-
me (RLIS), without clear-
ances.

B Page 2: KCR for new
water-sharing ratio

new ratio of Krishna water
sharing between the two
states, threatened to go
ahead with new projects
on the Krishna and draw
additional waters.

Plaving a decisive role
this time, unlike in the

first meeting, the Centre
defined the new projects
and insisted that both
states should submit their
detailed project reports
(DPRs) besides the old
ones, the scope of which
was altered. This gained

WILL BUILD NEW
PROJECT, KCR
WARNS AP

S.A. ISHAQUI I DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 6

Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao said the
state government would
construct a barrage at
Alampur-Pedda Marur on
the Krishna river to lift 3
tme ft of water per day for
agriculture purposes, if
the AP government does
not stop construction of
illegal projects on the
Krishna river.

M Report on Page 2

significance in the back-
drop of Telangana state

refusing to treat
Kaleshwaram and
Palamuru-Ranga Reddy

lift irrigation schemes as
new projects. The Centre
also dropped hints of inter-
linking the Krishna and
Godavari basins with that
of the Cauvery.

W Page 2: Move to help in
need-based water mgmt
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TS will reclaim lost water: CM

CM tells Apex Council surplus waters can be diverted outside basin

S.A. ISHAQUI I DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 6

Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao said
the state government
would construct a barrage
at Alampur-Pedda Marur
on the Krishna river to lift
3 tme ft of water per day
for agriculture purposes, if
the AP government does
not stop construction of
illegal projects like the
Pothireddypadu canal and
others on the Krishna
river.

Rao said the state would
not keep quiet if the AP
government attempts to
usurp Telangana's river
water rights as was done
in undivided AP. He was

speaking at the Apex
Council meeting on
Tuesday.

Rao told the Apex
Council: “The injustices
being meted out to

Telangana state in river
water allocation resulted
in the Telangana statehood
movement. The newly
formed state has every

right to get its lawful share
in inter-state water alloca-
tions. The irrigation water
share that Telangana lost
in undivided AP will be
reclaimed and achieved by
the state.”

The Chief Minister said
that it was unfortunate
and painful that despite
Telangana state lodging
several complaints, the AP
government was going
ahead with constructing
illegal projects. He said the
Pothireddypadu canal con-
struction, which illegally
takes water from
Srisailam, had no ayacut
and water allocation. This
project was opposed by
Telangana society during
the statehood movement.

He made a presentation
giving details of river
water sharing and the allo-
cations to be made to the
state as a matter of right.
He said that in the initial
days of formation of the
Telangana state, on July
14, 2014, the government
wrote a letter to the Centre
to constitute a tribunal

K. Chandrashekar Rao

under the Inter-State
Water Disputes Act, 1956,
but the Centre had not
responded so far “After
waiting for one year, the
state government filed a
petition in the Supreme
Court,” the CM said.
Reacting to this, Union
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, who was chair-
ing the Apex Council meet-
ing, said that they would
accept the Telangana state
but since the case is pend.
ing in the Supreme Court,
the Centre was not able to
take any decision.

Rao said the government
would withdraw its peti-

tion if the tribunal is con-
stituted.

Citing Section 89 of the
AP Reorganisation Act
and guidelines of the
Centre, Rao said that after
fulfilling the needs of the
regions within one river
basin, it can be diverted if
there is any surplus. The
AP government has no
right to diver Krishna
waters outside the basin.

Rao said the projects
being built in the state are
not new but were started
by the undivided AP gov-
ernment, and were being
constructed using the
state's rightful share of
967.94 tme ft of Godavari
waters.

Responding to Singh's
request for detailed project
reports on the project, Rao
said that all the details
were in the public domain
and there was no problem
in submitting them.

Recalling the Union min-
ister's letter to AP on
August 20 to stop work on
the Rayalaseema lift irriga-
tion scheme, Rao said it

was still going ahead with
the tenders and had strated
work. He urged that it must
be stopped immediately.

If the AP government
goes ahead with the con-
struction of illegal proj-
ects, Telangana state
would construct a barrage
at Alampur-Pedda Marur,

He demanded that the
Centre finalise water allo-
cations between the two
states and said the state
was ready to resolve dis-
putes through dialogue.

He was unhappy with the
recording of minutes of
the first Apex Council
meeting, and said the
video should be recorded
and the minutes should be
released only after they
are signed off’ by the Union
minister and both the
Chief Ministers.

Rao said that it was an
achievement for the TS
government as the Apex
Council meeting had
decided to constitute a
Tribunal under Section 3
of the Inter-State Water
Disputes Act,
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KCR wants new
water-sharing
ratio for states

From page 1

Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar made a
strong pitch for deciding
a new ratio for sharing
Krishna waters and fix-
ing the share of two
states in the Godavari
surplus waters,

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S5. Jagan
Mohan Reddy urged the
Centre to chalk out a poli-
¢y at the national level to
treat water resources as
national wealth, to bal-
ance the needs of the
backward and the well-off
areas.

He also came up with a
unique proposal of pro-
portionate sharing of
water on a fortnightly
basis in all the reservoirs
in a basin, so that
extreme conditions are
shared by all stakehold-
ers. “The requirement of
drinking water and irri-
gation needs shall take
precedence in the
drought-prone and back-
ward areas while power
generation can only be
incidental,” he said quot-
ing the AP
Reorgainsation Act.

Referring to his previ-
ous meeting with Rao, the
AP Chief Minister said
he was elated over the for-

mer's contention that
each district should get a
minimum of 100 tmce ft of
water to meet the agricul-
ture and drinking water
needs, He urged
Telangana state to not
object the RLIS, which he
described as an arrange-
ment to draw water with-
in the allocated share,
keeping in view the
perennial drought condi-
tions in Ravalaseema and
Prakasam district.

Despite National Green
Tribunal’'s expert com-
mittee observing that the
RLIS is not a new project,
Reddy offered to share its
detailed project report
with the Krishna River
Management Board and
the Apex Council.

Reddy also proposed
that either the board
jurisdiction should be
notified and they be hand-
ed over water releases
from reservoirs or leave
the task to AP. He differed
with Rao on the proposal
to fix the ratio of
Godavari surplus waters
assuming annual average
levels as 3,000 tme ft. He
wanted the Centre to
reduce the burden of
maintaining reservoirs
on AP which he said was
more compared to the
neighbouring state.



STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
on Tuesday said the Centre
‘would soon notify the juris-
dictions of the Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB) and Godavari
River Ma.nagement Board
(GRMB) “as per the provi-
sions of the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act” despite
objections raised by Telan-
gana State government.

Addressing the media
after a two-hour second
Apex Council meeting held
after a gap of four years, in
which CM K Chan-
drashekhar Rao and his
counterpart from AP Y S Ja-
ganmohan Reddy partici-
pated via video conference,
the Union Minister said the
meeting was held in a very
cordial atmosphere and that
the discussions were lim-
ited to four agenda points as
announced earlier,

“The Centre will go
ahead and notify the juris-
diction of KRMB and
GRMB. Telangana Chief
Minister objected to it, but
we said that as per the Re-
organisation Act, thereis no
need of a consensus and the
Centre can issue the notifi-
cation, He finally agreed to
it,” Shekhawat said.

About the second agenda
poi.nt regarding the s:imis—
sion of Detailed Project Re-
ports (DPR) of new irot}]
ects, Shekhawat said
the Chlef Ministers agreed
to submit DPRs of all new
projectstaken up and the Jal
Shakti Ministry assured
them that technical ap-
g:usal of all projects would

done in the shortest time
without causing any delay.
‘With regard to sharing of
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‘KRMB, GRMB jurisdiction to be notified’

Both Chief Ministers agreed to submit DPRs of all new projects and technical appraisal will be done without delay: Shekhawat

Krishna and Godavari river
waters between the sibling
States, the Minister said Rao
iaﬁreed to withdraw the case

ed by the State in the
Supreme Court immedi-
ately, enabling the Jal Shakti
Ministry to refer the issue to
the Tribunal as per Section 3
of the Interstate River Water
Disputes (ISRWD) Act1956.
He said the Ministry would
take further steps after tak-
inglegal opinion.

‘With regard to sharing of
Godavari water between the
two States, Shekhawat said
that he asked both the Chief
Ministers to send requests
to the Ministry so that the
Centre could refer the same
to the Tribunal as per the
Act. “Rao said his govern-
ment will send the request
within a day,” he said.

The Centre will go ahead and notify the jurisdiction of KRMB

and GRMB. Telangana Chief Minister objected to it, but we said

that as per the Reorganisation Act, there is no need of a consensus
and the Centre can issue the notification. He finally agreed to it

— GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT, Union Jal Shakti Minister

W SEARCHING FOR
SOLUTIONS

@ Second Apex Council meeting
held after a gap of four yearsin
New De\h\

® Telangana CM KChandrashekhav
Rao, APCMY S Jaganmohan Reddy
attend via videoconferencing

KRMB office to
shift to AP

He then said that both the
States agreed to shift the
KRMB headquarters to
Andhra Pradesh as per the
provisions of the Reorgani-
zation Act. Answeringa

on AP govern-

@ Both the Chief Ministers agree to
submit DPRs of all new projects
laken up

® W!Ih negad to shanng uf Krlsh na
and Godavari river waters between
the two States, Rao agreesto
withdraw case filed by TSin
Supreme Cnuv( \mrned\ately

@ This will enahlmg the Mln\stly to
refer the issue to the Tribunal
as per Section 3 of the Interstate
River Water Disputes Act 1956

On sharing of Godavari waters,
both CMs told to send requests

to the Ministry so that the Centre
could refer them to the Tribunal
as per ISRWD Act

Mechanism of sharing waters

With regard to establishing
a mechanism for determina-
tion of share of Krishna and
Godavari waters between
the Telugu States, the Cen-
tre proposed that both
States have a limited role as
water allocation was done
by the respective tribunals.
In case of Krishna, alloca-
tions done by the Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal
(KWDT)-l were in force and
KWDT-11 was presently
hearing the matter of water
allocation between the
States and onceits award
was published, that would
come into force, he said.

In case of Godavari wa-
ters, the Godavari Water Dis-
putes Tribunal (GWDT) had

not given any en bloc alloca-
tions of the river waters. The
Centre made it clear that ap-
praisal of DPRs were essen-
tial for en bloc and project-
wise allocation of waters.

The Centre's argument
was that any project on
inter-State rivers takenup
by any State in the country
entails statutory clearances
suchas hydrology, invest-
ment inter-State and envi-
ronment clearances.

The Jal Shakti Ministry
proposed that all those proj-
ects that had water alloca-
tions from KWDT-l and
those mentioned in Sched-
ule Xl of the APRA 2014 be
tconsidered as old projects.
Mooting the establishment

of a new Tribunal,
Shekhawat said that since
both the States complained
against each other, the
Apex Council was mandated
under APRA-2014 to amica-
bly resolve such issues. “We
have proposed that a mech-
anism for sharing waters in
Godavari basin between the
two States is necessary and
has given two options, ei-
ther by mutual agreement
or the Centre settingupa
new tribunal to decide on
it," he said.

The Centre also said that
amechanism needs to be
worked out for sharing 45
tmc of Godavari water di-
verted by AP from river Go-
davari to river Krishna.

ment’s move to expand
Pothireddypadu and build
Rayalaseema Lift Irrigation
Scheme, he said that any
new project taken up by ei-
ther State needs to un-
dergo similar process
which is submitting DPRs,
and taking approval from
the Apex Council. “They
have to comply with the
laid down procedure,” he
said. Responding to the de-
miand made by Telangana
Chief Minister seeking op-
eration control of Srisailam
project, the Minister said
that management of the
projects would be handled
by the respective boards.

He said that the Ministry
would like to have Apex
council meetings at least
once in ayear. “We want
that the issues won't pile
up because of the delay in
sittings of the Apex Coun-
cil,” the Minister said.

The Minister said that
there were reports that the
Centre had done nothing
sofar to resolve water dis-
putes between the Telugu
States. “We would like to
say that the Centre always
tries to help and resolve
the issues. There are cer-
tain rules mandated by the
law of the land and if they
are not followed by anyone
of the State, then it would
set a wrong precedent. If
we do it right, it would set
a good precedent,”
Shekhawat said.
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Keep off our waters,

KCR warns AP

Says TS will lift 3 tmc from Alampur, if AP does not stop work on Pothireddypadu

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao minced no
words in warning neigh-
bouring Andhra Pradesh on
Tuesday that it would have
to face serious conse-
quences if it went ahead
with the construction of ille-
gal projects such as
Pothireddypadu.

“The Telangana govern-
ment will construct a bar-
rage at Alampur-Pedda
Marur tolift 3 tme of water
every day for agriculture if
the AP government fails to
stop these illegal construc-
tions,” the Chief Minister
said, making Telangana’s
stand on river water sharing
unequivocally clear.

Reiterating that the State
government would goto any
length to protect the interest
of its farmers, he said Telan-
gana would not remain a
mute spectator to AP’s at-
tempts to continue with the
injustice meted out to TS in
river water usage, usurp its
rights and in the process,
flouting all regulations as
was done in undivided AP.

Rao participated in the
Apex Council meeting
through video-conference
convened by Union Jal
Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat on Tues-
day, when he explained in

Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao during the Apex Council
meeting through video link, at Pragathi Bhavan on Tuesday.

Gol TO NOTIFY JURISDICTION OF KRMB, GRMB

HYDERABAD: Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said the Centre would soon notify the juris-
dictions of the Krishna River Management Board and
the Godavari River Management Board “as per the pro-
visions of the AP Reorganisation Act” despite objec-

tions raised by the TS government.

detail with data and facts
about Telangana’s rights on
Krishna and Godavari wa-
ters and its allocations, AP
Chief Minister YS Jaganmo-

(REPORT PAGE 5)

han Reddy also participated
in the meeting,

“The reason for a move-
ment demanding statehood
for Telangana was the injus-

tice meted out to the region
in the allocation of water.
The newborn State has
every right to avail its right-
ful share of inter-State river
waters, Telangana will se-
cure all the water that it had
lost during the combined
State as a legitimate right
now,” he asserted.

Stating that it was painful
to note that AP was going
ahead with the construction
of illegal projects on the Kr-
ishna despite repeated ob-
jections by Telangana and
written directions from the
Union government, he said:
“The Telangana community
has been objecting to
Pothireddypadu even from
the days of Telangana agita-
tion, as it has no ayacut, no
clearances or allocations to
lift water from the Srisailam
project. I strongly deplore
the continuation of the proj-
ectevenafter the bifurcation
of the State,” he said.

The Chief Minister de-
manded justice for the State
through his detailed expla-
nation of its legitimate
shares in both the major
rivers, “Immediately after
the formation of the State on
July 14, 2014, we demanded
that the Centre refer the
inter-State disputes to a T'ri-
bunal under Section-3 of the
Inter States River Water
Disputes Act,1956.”

(SEF PAGE)
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Water crisis: The elephant in the room

Addressing water risks requires the fundamental
shift from enhancing short-term systemic
performance to ensuring equally long-term
resilience. The best time to act on it is now

GAURAY TANEJA &
ABHAYA K AGARWAL

The authors are partners, Government and Public Sector,

EY India. Views are personal

THE WATER SITUATION in India is
grave owing to tremendous water-stress,
depletingaquifers,dyingriversand large
chunks of land facing desertification.
The net water availability, close to 700
BCM, appears to meet the present
demand, but a tremendous variation in
rainfall patterns and surface water
regimes make areas like the northeast
water-rich while others like the south-
west and west extremely water-scarce.
Increasing population, rapid urbanisa-
tion, climatechangeand otherdriversare
onlyfurtherwidening the demand-sup-
ply gap by increasing the demand at
approximately 10% perannum.

Over the last few decades, India has
made large investments in water infra-
structure (estimated at ¥350-400 per
capitaannuallyundervarious schemes),
~3430 billion under INNURM, ~X200
billion under Smart Cities, ~¥80 billion
underAMRUTand ¥50-100billion each
year for NRDWP. Although the country
has benefitted from these investments,
the coverage remains poor with 82%
rural population,about 163 million still
bereft of piped water. Water, unfortu-
nately, remains a pending agenda con-
trary to the other sectors.Waterisa state
subject,and its governance structure has
a fragmented and complex interface
with lackof coordination,accountability
and transparency. Jal Shakti, an aggre-
gatewaterministry,isawelcome step for
ameliorating various waterinstitutions.

Anindependent,transparent regula-

tor with a vision for local issues, could
catalyse the depoliticisation of the water
arena.While somestates like Maharash-
tra have set up a water regulator, they
have fundamental flaws like financial
dependency on the state, limitations in
its powers to regulate water tariffs, lack
of adjudicatory powers and overriding
access to bureaucrats to its committee.

Unregulated and free access to
groundwater has resulted in exploita-
tion. Water-intensive activities in water-
scarce regions must be stringentlyregu-
lated. Thereisaneed forenhancement of
inter-state trade that promotes respon-
sible access towater.

Learning its lessons from the power
sector, thewater sector,whichisamono-
lith institution almost completely con-
trolled by the government, should grad-
ually move towards unbundling,
followed by private participation in cer-
tain inefficient segments. Various mul-
tilateral institutions have played a key
role in facilitating privatisation invest-
ment. Privatisation is a key enabler for
introducingefficiencyin operationsand
investments along with bringing about
contractual and commercial discipline.

Theuseof new-age methodstotrans-
form thewater sectorin orderto provide
alternative sources and improve effi-
ciency can ultimately reduce water
stress, This includes non-revenue water
reduction—smart real-time monitoring,
metering at various levels and automa-
tion will ensure a reduction in systems

losses; circular economy—encouraging
recycle and reuse by various pro-
grammes like the NMCG, development
of reuse policies like Gujarat, Tamil Nadu;
desalination—developing formal policy
and building upon existing efforts with
due considerations tooverarchinguse of
renewable energy to reduce its environ-
mentalimpact. NITI Aayog has proposed
desalination along India’s vast coastline.

Historically,imbalances in the water
supplyhave beenredressed byaugment-
ing more water and developing new
infrastructure. As a result, water
resources are being exploited to the
extent of becoming non-replenishable.
The answer, therefore, lies in reducing
the demand side of the equation.
Demand-side entails pricing of water
rationalised to its value and altering the
public perception that clean and safe
water is a social but an economic good.
Awareness regarding subsidies that go
into the water system could increase
accountability. Irrigation being the top-
most waterconsumerat 80% usage,has
an efficiency as low as 45%0, Rainwater
harvesting, efficient plumbing fixtures,
recycling greywater, and micro-irriga-
tion need to be incentivised.

Addressing water risks requires the
fundamental shift, from enhancing
short-term systemic performance to
ensuring equally long-term resilience.
Thebest time toact to address thewater
crisis was ten years ago, the next best
time is now.
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