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Chennai all set to get full
quota of Krishna water

Kandaleru receives record storage

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NELLORE

Chennai can breathe easy as
the Kandaleru reservoir in
Nellore district of Andhra
Pradesh, which augments
the drinking water supply to
the metropolis, has attained
a record storage of
52.94 tmcft for the
first time since the
launch of the Telugu
Ganga canal system
in 1996.

Tamil Nadu can
expect to get its full
quota of Krishna water this
year as the storage in the re-
servoir is expected to go up
further in the coming weeks
to reach closer to its full ca-
pacity of 68.05 tmcft.

“We will maintain the
storage at 60 tmcft, leaving
a flood cushion of about 8
tmcft, to ensure the safety of
the reservoir,” Telugu Ganga

ANDHRA
PRADESH

project Chief Engineer C.
Harinaravana Reddy said
while overseeing the water
release to meet the needs of,
among other cities, Tirupati
and Chennai.

It was in the year 2010
that the reservoir had a rela-
tively comfortable stor-
age of 5065 tmcfi
against the full capacity
of 68.05 tmcft.

Once the farm season
begins in November, the
water realised from
Kandaleru by Tamil Na-
du will come down a bit to
about 600 cusecs from the
present 800 cusecs, after ac-
counting for evaporation
losses and seepage.

“Going by the present
trend, we are in a position to
continue the water release
to Chennai till March 2021,7
Mr. Harinarayana Reddy in-
dicated.
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Karnataka opposes
- T’gana demand on
 Krishna tribunal

Tines News NeTwork

! Bengaluru: The Karnataka
i government took strong ob-
i Jection on Saturday to Telan-
! gana's demand for the setting
¢ upof another tribunal for al-
i location of Krishna river wa-
:  teramong theriparian states.
i State water resources
! minister Ramesh Jarkiholi
: spoke to his counterpart in
i the Union government, Ga-
! jendra Singh Shekhawat,
! urging the Centre not to en-

! tertain Telangana's “illogi-

: cal” demand. “A tribunal al-
: ready allocated Krishna wa-
ter among riparian states
i way back in 2013. Seekingan-
i other tribunal to decide ona
: matter which has already
! been declded is without any
{ logic and unacceptable,”
¢ Jarkiholitold Shekhawat.

i The Telangana govern-
: ment has put forth the de-
mand owing to its dispute
with Andhra Pradesh over
sharing of Krishna water, It
(the matter) is for them to re-

solve between themselves.
Whatever allocation the tri-
bunal made to then unified
Andhra Pradesh should be
shared by both and they
shouldn't seek water from
other states’ shares. Even the
SC hassaid so. The apex court
has also dismissed petitions
seeking a direction to the
Centre to set up a new tribu-
nal,” Jarkiholi said.

The minister also dis-
cussed the Goagovernment’s
objection to the Kalasa-Ban-
durl project with Shekha-
wat. The Goa government re-
cently filed a contempt pet-
ition in the Supreme Court
accusing Karnataka of di-
verting Mahadayl water to
the Malaprabha river, violat-
ing the latter's order. “It's ri-
diculousonthepartof Goato
go to court when the tribunal
verdict has come into force
and the Mahadayi dispute
has reached a logical end,”
Jarkiholi said, adding that
Karnataka will counter Goa
efficiently in court.
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Mega govt plan for rural tap water supply

Tives News NETWORK

New Delhi: Setting itself an
ambitious target, the govern-
ment plans to boost the cover-
age of tap water connections
in villages by a whopping
one-and-a-half times (155%)
by next year in comparison to
thecurrent financial year,
This will be the biggest
juthp under the Jal Jeevan
Mission, which aims to en-
sure universal drinking tap
water connection toevery ru-
ral household by 2024,
Accordingtothe Jal Shakti
ministry, thetarget istoensure
approximately 4.1 crove village
households get tap water con-
nections during this year and

TARGETING 6-FOLD INCREASE

Target to provide rural household tap water connections

2019 -3.3{:
2020 I 4. 1cr

2021 | R 10 <"
2022 14 ™
2003 FROEEINR RN 16 50

2024 R SIS SR R 18 9cr

G
ey

104 crore households by the
next vear, Eventually the aim
will be to extend this coverage
to nearly 19 crore households
inthe next four years,

As per the plan, all rural

households in four states and
[UTs — Bihar, Goa, Telangana
and Puducherry — will get
functional tap water connec-
tions next year and another
five — Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,

Manipur, Sikkim and Ladakh
—willachievethis goal in 2022,
A maximum of 12 -states and
UTs including Gujarat, Karna-
taka, Haryana, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and Uttarakhand will be
covered in 2023, All households
in the last lot of 11 states and
UTs including Andhra Pra-
desh, Assam, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajas-
than and West Bengal will get
tap water connections in 2024.
A status document of last
month shows that only 46,767
villages, 351 blocks and nine
districts had 100% functional
househoeld tap water connec-
tions inrural areas.
Full veport www.tol.in
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Goa Ist to provide 100 pc
tap water connections

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 10
The country’s bellwether
tourism state of Goa becomes
the first “Har Ghar Jal” state
by providing tap water con-
nection to every rural house-
hold under the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) ahead of its
national deadline.

The JJM is Centre’s flag-
ship programme aimed to
provide piped water connec-
tions to every rural house-

hold in the country by 2024.
“Providing potable water is
the Union government’s
national priority,” Union Jal
Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said. He
hoped other states would emu-
late Goa. “Goa has successful-
ly provided 100 per cent Func-
tional  Household  Tap
Connections in rural areas
covering 2.3 lakh rural house-
holds,” he added. — TNS
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More rains in store for TS

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

With the low pressure area
over east-central Bay of
Bengal and adjoining north
Andaman Sea intensifying
into a well-marked low
pressure area on Saturday,
the associated cyclenic cir-
culation is very likely to
concentrate into a depres-
sion over central Bay of

on 'S . There is
also a possibility that the
system may further inten-
sify into a deep depression
thereaft

BT.
As a result, thunder-
]stonru'sh a:mmpaniﬁ::c iwith
ightning are to
rat?suht:;gacﬂgvﬁ
lm;mn on  Sunday.
ug likely to

oecur |t isolated places in
Adilabad, Ehammam, Nir-
mal, Mancherial, Jagityal

Peddzﬂ. Jayashan

m ¥, Mulugu,
,  Warangal
urban and rural Ma-
habubabad, Bhadrachalam
and Sury

ﬁlr

It ..|L|

mllur

Mutvarst rrovelling on o rodn sosked coeed in Hvderahod on

Satwrday. — Phoor Arand Dbamana

companied with lightning at
isolated places hesavy to
very heavy rain at isolated
laces over "Uelangana on
onday, and similar condi-
tems to prevail in the State
till Wednesday.

Forecast fm' Hyderabad
includes cloudy conditions
and light tom terain or

o in some
parts at t etsE
at cne or two places :gthe
city. As aresult water pool-
ing on roads and low lying
areas, wet and slippery
roads are expected. Re-
stricted movement was ad-

vised and
ration was directed to issue
dnecesﬁ_ : r]fradﬁ?urjr suchas
ay of warn y
'ﬁe:nwhilt ﬂ'? Cen
Water Commission in
flood report has said
heavy rains were recorded
in the lower Godavari re-

gion and Aood levels might
raise at Dumm
(55.82 meters), Bhadracha-

lam (49,59 meters) and Biu-
runagaram (73.22 meters) in
the coming few days.

Many projects under Go-
davari and A are re-
celving good inflows.



[t tells SC powers
not passed on to
sub-committee

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Tamil Nadu government
has rebutted allegations
made in the Supreme Court
that the Supervisory Com-
mittee for Mullaperiyar dam
“abdicated its duties” to
evaluate the safety of the
structure and water levels.
The State countered alle-
gations that the Supervisory
Committee constituted by
the top court in 2014 had
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TN. defends Mullaperiyar dam panel

Systematic spillways: Tamil Nadu said it informs downstream
authorities before releasing water from the dam. sriLe proto

“delegated” its duties to a
sub-committee.

The court had in Septem-
ber sought a reply from the

State on a petition filed by
Joe Joseph and office-bearers

of the Kothamangalam block

panchayat in Kerala, ex-

pressing their apprehension
about the lack of proper su-
pervision of water levels in
the over-a-century-old dam
located along the Periyar Tig-
er Reserve.

The State explained that
the sub-committee is chaired
by the Executive Engineer,
Central Water Commission
(CWC), with headquarters in
Kochi. It has members from
both Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
The sub-committee periodi-
cally inspects the dam, col-
lects data on seepage, col-
lects water samples from the
lake and seepage water, con-
ducts water quality tests on

them and so on, and reports
the details to the Superviso-
ry Committee.

“The  sub-committee
members do not have any
powers to give direction to
the States. It is only doing the
job of collecting information
and data pertaining to the
dam once in every two
months, and if required,
more frequently, as per di-
rections of the Chairman of
the Supervisory Committee,
and furnishing the same to
the committee,” the affidavit
said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE7
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197 2: Accelerated Rural Water
Supply Programme launched to give
drinking water connections to villages

19 B 6 : Ganga Action
Plan launched to prevent

2014 : Namami Gange
launched to save the river from
pollution and to rejuvenate it

201!:Jal.leewntHarEharHaISE
Jal) launched to provide piped water
connection to every house by 2024

= Prerna Hatiyar

t Kasmanli village in Tehri Garb-
wal dismrict of Uttarakhand,
S#-year-old farmer Rai Chand
Ramola walks to a community
rap at & stone’s throw from his
. home to fill his vessels. His eyes lght up as
wiater fills the wares. Kasmauli has 80 famd-
lies. Most residents are engaged in farming.
Each tapis shared by seven to eight famikies.
Bart their problems aggravate every new year
‘when the tap turns dry till May as the ground-
‘watter starts depleting. “Can you see that
mountain?” he asks, poindng 1o 2 mountain
range in the distance. “We walk for 4 km and
‘o hours to bring water from Bosua natural
spring in vessels, " chimes in his elder broth-
er Kurmwar Chand, who says bears and leop-

ards heve crossed his path on such walks.
Jal Shakti Ministry’s Har Ghar Nal Se Jal
(HGNS]), launched last year as part of the Jal

mdtualhmﬂm: of 55 litres per capita per
day, so thar people fike the Ramolas don't
have towalk in bear-infested forests and othr
er treacherous terrains in search of water.
According to the Jal Shakti Ministry, only
28% of households in Indla have tap connec-
tons. “When the PM laumched [/M in 2009,
there were only 3.23 crore tap connections
out of 13.5 crore households. The govern-
ment hasgiven 2.3 crore new connections in

pallution of the river

projects: 130 :
Amount spent: 72,673 Cr

in FY20 vs £171 crore in FY15

B0 nizior rains faifing in Ganga
have been diverted to STPS

muw!ﬁlﬁlﬂn

A1 cities & towns on banks of river

cangz basine 3 States
Uttarakhand, U, Bifar, sharkhand and
West Bengal

‘sim: Provide 55 litres piped
drinking water. per capita per day
to 19 cr rural households by 2024

Totai buczet: T 3.6 lakth cr
for umbreila scheme Jal Jesvan Mission

3.23¢cr
hausehalds hid tap
connections at the time
of laumiching the scheme .

5.58 CT nousenaias

naw have tap connections

13.‘1 €T housshalds mare
to be covered

mtm|mw

Goa: 100 West Bengal: 2.51

Telangana: 98.38 | Meghalaya: 4.31

Gujarat: 80.17 Assam: 4.39
Source: Jal Shakti Ministry

160718 districts

nave 100% functional housshaold
@D connections

the kast one year and .25 lakh connections
per day are being given even during Covid,™
Jal Shakti minister Gajendra Singh Shelchawat
told ET Magazine.

Experts sy the success of the scheme de-
pendsaloton the capacity of various statesto

Organization (WASMO), We should under-
stand that not all states have the political will
or resources like the Narmada in Gujarat.
Similarly, Telangana (98 38% tap connec-
dons) could do it through its widely ac-
claimed Mission Bhagiratha. But how will Bi-
har, which has no reservair, do it? 54ll, toas-
pire for water connection for every
hmnzhounmmuewmlnr
direc-

Uneven Performance
Under HGNS], the states can utilise the funds
fior taking up schemesin quality-affected and
avallahiliry-hit areas on a priority basis. “The
tender process is going on and we should be
able to give tapwater to 80 villages, inchuding
Kasmauli, in the next two months,” says SN
Singh, executive engineer, Peya Jal Nigam,
Mund ki Red, Tehri Garhwal. Uttarakhand has
19.86% coverage with 2.9 lakh connections
provided under [fM.

Ason October 8, 2020, the best perform-
ing states include Haryana (76.42%), Guja-



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Economic Times 11-October-2020

Tre Ecosose Tives s

speual report

OCTOBER 1H7, 2020

@Vork to Clean the
Ganga Will Go On
for Generations®

Union Minister of Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 525 that
although the pace of implementation of the Ganga cleaning scheme
has picked up greatly, it is a continuows process. Inan interview with
PrernaKatiyar, he says the water quality in the Ganga is of bathing
standard at most places now. Edited excerpts:

ecember 1020is the deadiine for deaning the Ganga under the am-

bitious Namami Gange project. Are we going to miss the deadline?

The PM hias worked on amission miode and the resules ane now showing

in the entire smetchof the Ganga. 1 can assure you thar exoept for one or

twio stretches, where work is under progress, the water is of bathing
standard on the dissolved oxygen parameter. From Gangodri to Rishikesh, no un-
‘reated sewage will enter the Ganga in the upooming Kumbh,

But are we not Eoing to miss the upcoming deadiine?
MhuﬂMhM“MMMmeﬂdﬂ
river haveb work will continue for generations
pnpl.la.ﬁonnmmdpﬁsmmmdrm Right now, weare try-
mmﬂuwﬁmms@mmﬁwﬂlﬁhmm

Weareworking wmmmmhﬂm
?orum!)le,h 30 out of 32 5TPs arenow fumctional and

states, we have finished 50% of the projects inUP and Bihar, Work is
show in West Bengal bat it is now picking pace. Wi have also begun
wiork on the rributaries.

Unlike the Ganga Action Plan of 1286, we have introduced a hy-
bridannuity mode for sewage infrastructure, underwhich thecon-
iractor will get 4% capex on completion and the remaining G0% in
annasity over 15 years for maintenance, Under One City One Opera-
tor plan, the concessionaire will get a contract for operadon and
mainrenance of the project. All Ganga Grams — and there are 4,500 —
‘were made open defecation free.

Since the entire job of cleaning the Ganga can't lie with the govern-
mmmmnﬂmm:comm andhmtmdﬁmﬂlﬁmanﬂﬂmﬁ
Praharis for afforestati ining aquatic life, creatd
TESE, el

Recuntly, the PM talioed About Stopping India’s water (the Ravi) from entering
Pakistan Has the ministry aiready started working towards this?

OF the three eastern rivers — the Sughej, Ravi and the Beas — that came 1o India as
partof the Indus Waters Treary, Pakistan (which got the Jhelum, Chenab and the
Sindhu) seill gets untapped water from Ujjh, & tributary of the Ravi. | donotwant
o go into any controversy. But as the PM said, we can’t let blood and water flow
together, we won't let our people's share of potable water and arable water go to
Pakistan. Irrigation projects are huge but we are bound

to finish them on mission mode (1o stop this), We

will start working once we gel SLAUTOry sanetions.
‘We won't let a single drop of our water flow to
Pakistan.

‘What is the progress of the Har Char Mal Se Jal
project, which has a deadiine of 20247

‘When the PM launched the scheme, only 3 crore
"households ot of 18.5 crore househodds had t=p
connections. The government has given 2.45 crore
new connections in the last one year. Even during
Covid-19, we provided 1 lakh new connec-
tions a day. Places with poor quality wa-
ter and availability iszues are petting:
precedence. While Haryama,
‘Himachal Pradesh, Bihar and Tel-
angamna have performed exdpy-
tionally well, West Bengal, Ra-

Rai Chard Ramala says the community fap in
Kasmaiili [urns ary Buring January-Apeil

The sewage treatment clant at Lakkar Chat, Uttarakhand,
that the Pa inaugurated on September 26

rat (87.09%), Telangana (98.38%) and Goa
(10:0%), the laggards being West Bengal
(2.51%), Meghalaya (4.31%), Assam (4.39%),
UP{5.37%}and Nagaland (3.56%). "UP has had
legacy Issues with corrupt practices of the
pu't sai:lsm]dngﬂ.metba'e Nunwmeylwve

lmpmmd the pace,” sa}sSha‘k

hawat, water minister.

As of date, only 16 out of

India’s TIE digtricts have
100% funetonal tap con-
nections. Our of 73.6 lakh
crore allocated for um-
brella scheme Jal Jeevan
Mission, T11,500 crore has
been allotted for FYZL.

tre mary have money to spend, states may now
have different priorites nowsr due to Cowid-19.

Rishikesh zone being a major contributor
(70-80%) of sewage load into the Ganga, the
treatment capacity has been ramped up from
45 million litres a day (MLD) in 2014 1o 145
MLD now in Haridwar.

While De!hl and ELha.r are rhewom w!lh

hmmoumﬁomcdnnaﬂﬁ??smmp]ewd
West Bengal has completed three out of 22
STPs, and UP, where the longest stretch (1,000
km) of the river flows, has completed 20 of 49
sanctioned STPs.

Mzamami Gange was launched in 2014, with
the target of cleaning Canga by 2018, with an ini-
tal budget of 20,000 crore. With a revised
budget of 28,854 crore and deadline of 2020, it
remaing the bigges: ever scheme for the Ganga
tilldate. Asper minkstry data, 130 projects outof
315 have been completed il dare.

&nmmmamﬁmm

e content with 151 plants, ™ says Dy Vinod Tare,

Mot all states are on equal foot- professor, IIT-Kanpur, and
ing in termes of water and fund founding head ofthe Centre for
ity : PROBLEM Gangs River Basin Manage-
If schemes such as Ujjwala, AREAS ment and Studies. Out of 151
PM Awas Yojana and Ayushman STPs sanctioned o create 4,574
Eharar have been credited with MLIY reatment capaciry, 51
having boosted Modi's pros- Lack of have already been set up.
pecis in the 2009 elections, the Sewerage Frofessor BD Tripathi, emvi-
HGHS] could be one of the key ronmental scientist at BHU and
planks of the 2024 campaggn. It mn&ugmtﬁ expert member of the National
would especiallybe apprecia- harvesting and Ganga River Basin Authority,
ed by women voters, who typl- groundwater who has rrained 400 Ganga ME-
cally end up being the fetchers recharging tras for creating awareness
oh’ah:r&umdﬁntrﬂ'.m about Ganga cleanliness, points
Because of its political s No provision for to the need for i ing the
mandbeﬁmllaumsw faecal sludge flow of the river, the lack of
relieve one of the main pain wtlﬂn which is bound to raise pollu-
points of Indian households, and places tion parameters. “Are we dofng
the scheme's progress isbeing ~ WIth MO SeWer SYStemM enough to increase the flow of
et g Inadequate schemes e gt we e preater ef
for management of it =) O,
Guardinga River solid waste ground water recharging, mul-
Meamwhile, back in Rishikesh, tiple use of stored water and
¥ineet Beniwal, the plant man- Lack of coordination reducing wastage in agriculiure
ager of Lakkar Ghat Sewage with states water to maintain the fow,"
Treatment Plamt (STP), is ana- says Tripathi

Iysing the key parameters of
inbet and outlet water through a reading meter.
The plant receives sewer water from the entire
cityand treated water is flown back to the Gan-
#a to make Ganga nirmal and aviral - a target
set under Namami Gange, another key water-
related inidarive of this government.
Uttarakhand has 30 functional STFs out of
32mnmdplams Flow of untreated mu-
nicipal sewage is the kargest source of pollu-
tion mthemnm, and STPs have been key for
Ganga pollution abatement. With Harldwar-

Even s the deadline of De-
cember 3020 for cleaning the Ganga looks un-
likely to be met, experts point to the furility of
fixing deadlines for a problem that will remain
forever. "More efforts should be made to ensure
that no untreated water reaches the Ganga bt
no deadline can be fAxed for it. Even if we can
clean it once, won't it get polluted again? River-
cleaning can never be a time-bound activity but
i process that will go on for generations. After
all, itis nota one-time vaccine, " says Tare. 8

i prerna. katar@ imeggroup.coon
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