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The Hindu 21-October-2020

Misery continues

Water woes: Flood-affected residents searching for their belongings in a flooded housing colony following heavy rain on the
outskirts of Hyderabad on Tuesday. =are (rerorT on pAGE &)
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RaIN | PAIN Residents near overflowing lakes keep vigil at night in case of floods

Fear of rains makes people lose sleep

KANIZA GARARI | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 20

Several people in low-lving
areas are suffering from
sleeplessness and related
anxiety issues even as con-
tinual thunderstorms and
lightning at nights are cre-
ating panic across the pop-
ulace caught up in the
flooding.

Those who are living clos-
er to lakes in different parts
of the city across Ranga
Reddy, Medchal-Malkajgiri
area are the most worried
lot, with many people
reportedly remaining
awake late at night to check
the flooding situation out-

side their homes. People
are scared to park their
cars on roads, having seen
visuals and videos of cars
being flooded away by the
force of water, which has
left them very jittery.

Most people who used to
park their vehicles in their
apartment complexes are
opting for higher areas,
where the vehicles can be
safer. With lakes overflow-
ing and water continuing to
flood areas from various
outlets, those living in
lower lying areas are very
worried as there is continu-
ous flow of water.

S. Sreenivasa, a resident
of Malkajgiri, says, “The

lakes are full. More rains
will cause further flooding.
Outlets are open and water
is overflowing water bod-
ies. It will cause more
floods in low lying areas.
Due to his fear factor, resi-
dential colonies close to
lake beds are alert.”

A survey in flood affected
areas by doctors and non-
government organizations
which have set up camps
found that over 40 per cent
of people are suffering from
fungal infections. This is
particularly high amongst
those who have removed
slush and muck with bare
hands. Several people have
developed fever and diar-

rhea due to contamination
of drinking water.

Dr Mohammed Shafi, gov-
ernment doctor, who par-
ticipated in a camp at
Falaknuma says, “We con-
ducted a survey covering
over 150 homes today.
Healthcare workers evalu-
ated people who had symp-
toms of fever and diarrhea
to camps. We are going to
take up door-to-door sur-
veys every day and hope to
reach out to maximum peo-
ple in affected areas.”

Bleaching powder is
being provided to such
homes to help them disin-
fect their homes,

There are 12 ambulances

kept ready for people in

flood affected areas of
Babanagar. Amannagar,
Ganganagar, Talabkatta,

Jubail Colony and other
areas where the rains cre-
ated major havoc. While
GHMC  has  deployed
machines to clear vegeta-
tion, muck and filth on
roads, drains are filled to
the brim as sound of run-
ning water is loud.

At Trimulgerry, the road
towards Mansarovar
Heights has been damaged
and there is forceful move-
ment of water.

M Page 2: Open plots with
water emanate stench
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Thunderstorms, rains

in store for next 2 days

Stay on field for 10
days: KTR to leaders

BALU PULIPAKA | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 20

The weather forecast for
the next two days includes
thunderstorms, lightning,
heavy rains over isolated
areas and light to moder-
ate rain over many dis-
tricts of the state, includ-
ing Hyderabad. For the
people in the city, espe-
cially from those hit twice
by heavy rains in the span
of one week, this may not
be good news.

Even as rescue and relief
efforts by the GHMC and
state government agencies
assisted by NDRF teams
gathered pace and more
volunteer groups and
NGOs began stepping to
help the flood ravaged
families, the Army on
Tuesday said it is ready to
step in again with assis-
tance if called to do so by
the government.

Relief for the flood-hit
people came not just from
much needed supplies of
food, and evacuations to
the safety of relief centres
opened by the GHMC, but
also from several volun-
tary groups that turned

MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 20

Municipal administration
and urban development
minister K.T. Rama Rao
asked public representa-
tives to stay on field dur-
ing the next 10 days and
assist people who needed
help while holding a
review meeting with
Hyderabad MLAs and
MLCs at Pragathi Bhavan
on Tuesday. Mr Rama Rao
asked public representa-
tives to ensure relief mea-
sures were being taken up
promptly.

Mr Rama Rao appreciat-

ed elected public represen-
tatives, especially the
GHMC-based MLAs and
MLCs, for their decision to
donate two  month’s
salaries to the CM Relief
Fund in response to a call
given by Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao.

He said that the govern.
ment would provide sup-
port to every person who
has been affected by heavy
rains. If needed, the gov-
ernment was ready to
spend more on relief mea-
sures.

M Page 2: KTR: Permanent
solution to avoid floods

many marriage function
halls into temporary
homes for the rain vic-
tims. Meanwhile, the
state announced the post-
ponement of all school and
college exams till Dasara.

There was also direct

relief on Tuesday with
minister K.T. Rama Rao
and some of his Cabinet
colleagues  visiting the
worst among the flood-hit
areas and handing over
immediate relief of 210,000
per affected family.



MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 20

Municipal administration
minister K.T. Rama Rao
on Tuesday toured inun-
dated colonies in the city
and handed over financial
assistance of 10,000 to
each of the rain-affected
families. He interacted
with the residents and
stated that the govern-
ment is taking up relief
measures on a war foot-
ing.

The minister said that
the government was pro-
viding financial assis-
tance of 210,000 to each of
the three lakh to four lakh
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KTR distributes 710K
aid to rain-hit families

Officials to soon inspect the damaged houses

K.T. RAMA RAO said that the government was pro-
viding financial assistance of ¥10,000 to each of the
three lakh to four lakh families affected by heavy rains
in and round Hyderabad. Officials and public represen-
tatives will hand over financial assistance at the

doorstep of the citizens.

THE GOVERNMENT will provide more financial sup-
port to the families whose houses were partially or

fully damaged.

families affected by heavy
rains in and around
Hyderabad. Officials and
public  representatives
will hand over financial
assistance at the doorstep
of the
citizens.

Rama Rao along with

minister Talasani
Srinivas Yadav handed
over financial assistance
to rain-affected families in

M3 Maqta and Rajnagar

in Khairatabad. He visited
MdJ Colony in Shaikpet
and Nadeem Colony in
Tolichowki and gave away

210, 000 cheques to the
rain-affected families,

Later, Rama Rao visited
Avvyappa Colony in Nagole
and Lingojiguda in LB
Nagar and
handed over financial
assistance. Speaking at
Avyappa Colony, Rama
Rao said, “As a temporary
relief the government is
handing over T10,000."

Officials will soon
inspect the damaged hous-
es and submit a report to
the government. The gov-
ernment will provide
more financial support to
the families whose houses
were partially or fully
damaged.

Delhi, Bengal donate for
flood relief, actors join

S.A. ISHAQUI | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 20

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal has
announced 15 crore
financial assistance to
Telangana state for relief
and rehabilitation works
following heavy rains and
flash floods in the state
over past a few days.

West  Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee announced 22
crore financial assistance
for flood relief works. The
Tamil Nadu government
has already sent 210 crore,
and Andhra Pradesh is
helping out with boats and
expert swimmers.

Kejriwal in a message
said the Delhi state gov-

ernment would stand by
Telangana state in this
hour of natural calamity,
Mamata Banerjee in her
letter to Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao said,
“We are really sad to learn
about the sufferings of the
people of Telangana state
due to unprecedented
floods following incessant
rains during the last few
days.” She said that the
people of West Bengal
stood by their brothers
and sisters of Telangana
state in this hour of crisis.
Chandrashekar Rao tele-
phoned and thanked Kejr-
iwal and Banerjee on beh-
alf of people of the state,
Meanwhile, following an
appeal by the Chief
Minister, several actors,

directors and producers of
Telugu  film  industry
donated to the Chief
Minister's Relief Fund
(CMRF).

Actors Chiranjeevi and
Mahesh Babu donated 1
crore each, while Naga-
rjuna and Junior NTR
announced a donation of
a0 lakh each. Actor Vijay
Devarakonda and director
Trivikram Srinivas along
with Harika and Hasini
Creations donated 710
lakh each. Directors
Harish Shankar and Anil
Ravipudi donated 5 lakh
to the CMRF.

IT and Municipal
Administration Minister
KT Rama Rao thanked the
members of the film fra-
ternity for their gesture.
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Waste bottles and garbage dumped in Poondi reservoir wash ashore as water from Krishna river bolsters storage levels. Andhra
Pradesh has assured Tamil Nadu of providing 4 tmcft of Krishna water till November | p1awanar
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‘Restore
waterbodies,
conserve
rainwater’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

MUNICIPAL Administra-
tion Minister, SP Velumani,
has ordered the officials of
Chennai Corporation to en-
sure that waterbodies are
restored and rain water is
conserved. Addressing the
monsoon-preparedness
meeting at the Secretariat
on Tuesday, Velumani said
that out of the 210 waterbod-
ies identified for rejuvena-
tion, 133 have been restored
at a cost of ¥35.66 crare.
“Restoration works of 77
waterbodies are taking place
in a fast-paced manner.
Among them, three ponds
are being
restored un-
! L der Smart
’v City project
at a cost of
' T26.66
crore,” the

minister said. He said that
47 ponds are being restored
at a cost of T109.88 crore in
the city

Apart from this, out of the
585 waterbodies identified
for restoration in other Cor-
porations in Tamil Nadu,
237 have been restored at a
cost of 258 crore. In the pan-
chayats, restoration works
are underway at a cost of
¥33.42 crore.

Velumani said that close
to ¥3.000 crore has been
spent to desilt various water-
bodies in State between 2016
and 2019, while in 2020, $1250
crore has been allocated for
waterbody restoration.
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Cheques reach flood-hit

Wading through knee-deep water, KTR distributes Rs 10,000 aid to each affected family

CITY BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Even as several parts of Hy-
derabad are still to recover
from the impact of the
floods, financial relief has
started reaching residents,
that too at their doorsteps.

With the State govern-
ment focusing on relief
measures on a war footing
across the GHMC and ad-
joining areas, Municipal
Administration and Urban
Development Minister KT
Rama Rao on Tuesday
began personally handing
ovet the financial aid of Rs
10,000 that was announced
by Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Raoto residents
in rain-affected areas in the
city. This aid would be ex-
tended to around four lakh
families in the GHMC and
surrounding areas.

Home Minister Mohd
Mahmood Ali, Animal Hus-
bandry Minister T Srinivas
Yadav and Deputy Speaker
T Padmarao Goud also
handed over the aid in
Malakpet, Ameerpet and
Lalapet areas, respectively.

Interacting with resi-
dents, Rama Rao assured
them that the State govern-
ment would extend all help
to them and also enquired if
they had received Chief
Ministet Ration Kits, Wad-
ing through knee-deep wa-
ters, he visited areas, in-
cluding MS  Maktha,
Shaikpet, Nadeem Colony,
Nagole and Lingojiguda
among others and handed
over the financial aid.

“During this crisis, I ap-
peal to all MLAs, corpora-
tors, RWAs, NGOs and
other public representa-
tives to assist the govern-
ment to ensure that the as-
sistance reaches the needy,”
he tweeted later.

Farlier, Rama Rao held a
meeting withall MLAs from
the GHMC limits along
with Mayor Bonthu Ram-
mohan and Deputy Mayor
Baba Fasiuddin,

During the next 10 days,
all MLAs must inspect the
situation in rain-affected
areas, and monitor relief
and rescue operations in

4

A man expresses gratitude to MA&UD Minister KT Rama Rao after receiving

= 5

the financial assistance, at Ayyappa Nagar of Nagole in Hyderabad on Tuesday.

their respective constituen-
cies, he said. He instructed
MLAs and corporators to
visit relief camps set up by
the GHMC and to ensure
the distribution of food,
medicines, blankets, drink-
ing water and also the pro-
vision of toilets in the
camps. “If required, the
MLAs should initiate meas-
ures for expediting relief
works. Amid all these activ-
ities, the focus should be on
speeding up restoration
works,” Rama Rao said,
adding that MLAs and cor-
potators must constantly
make inspections at the
field level and instil confi-
dence among the people.
Meanwhile, all MLAs,
MLCs and MPs from the
GHMC limits decided to
contribute  their two
months’ salary to the Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund,

During this crisis, | appeal to all

» HELPING HANDS
Donations
flood CMRF

HYDERABAD

From State governments to private
organisations and film stars to
salaried employees, people are re-
sponding in large numbers to the
appeal made by Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao to donate gen-
erously to the Chief Minister’s Re-
lief (CMRF) Fund and suppott the
flood victims in Hyderabad.
MAZUD Minister KT Rama Rao on
Tuesday thanked all those who had
donated to the CMRF.

Announcing Rs 15 crore financial
aid to the State, Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal said Delhi
would stand by Telangana in this
hour of natural calamity. In re-
sponse, Chandrashekhar Rao tele-
phoned and thanked Kejriwal for
extending the help.

Group: Rs 6 crore
Aparna Group contributed Rs 6
crore to the CMRF, Its managing di-
rector SS Reddy said that the com-
pany believes in helping the com-
munity at the time of need and that
they would assist the State govern-
ment in all the efforts it had under-
taken to manage and mitigate the
ongoing crisis.

My Home Group: Rs 5 crore
City-based My Home Group do-

nated Rs 5 crore and wished for
MLAs, corporal!.'ors' RWAs, N(.ios quick relief to the denizens of Hy-
and °"_her public representatives derabad from these difficult times.
to assist the government to Group chairman Rameshwar Rao
el e R o b i
reaches the needy do our bit for the relief measures.
=KTRAMARAO,  We are pleased to contribute Rs 5
MAZUDMINISTER ~ ctore to the CMRE”, (SEE PAGE 2)
® FORECAST  BIG RELIEF
Rains for2moredays  All exams postponed

HYDERABAD: Rains are expected to lash

the State for two more days with the
India Meteorological Department (IMD)

issuing a weather warning indicating that

heavy rain was ‘very likely’ to occur in

several districts till Thursday. According

to the IMD, heavy rain is very likely to
occur at isolated places in Hyderabad,

Medchal-Malkajgiri, Rangareddy, Medak,

Vikarabad, Mahabubnagar, Khammam,

Yadadri-Bhongir and Siddipet. (SEF PAGE2)

HYDERABAD: All examinations in the
State have been postponed till Dasara
due to heavy rains and flooding in parts
of the State, especially Hyderabad. Edu-
cation Minister P Sabitha Indra Reddy
made the announcement on Twitter, and
an order was also issued by the Higher
Education Department to universities in-
forming them of the decision to postpone
all exams scheduled from October 21to a
convenient date after Dasara. (SEE PAGE 2)
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Unusual phenomenon leaves Hyd battered

Withdrawal of southwest monsoon generally occurs by Oct 15, however, with more low pressure systems forming, there is no respite from rain

The threat of urban flooding

DENNIS MARCUS MATHEW
HYDERABAD

An unusual phenomenon in October, of
low pressure systems that kept forming
continuusly over the Bay of Bengal and
moving into Telangana, has caused the
‘very huge rainfall’ in the State capital,
leading to the floods in different areas of
thedi

city.

According to officials from the India Me-
lmm?gica; Department, gydmbigd, it
was adeep depression over the Bay of Ben-
gal on October 13, which moved inward
into Telangana on October 14 as a depres-
sion that caused the heavy rains measuring
191.8 mm, a 117-year-old high and in turn
triyerf‘l;fthe floods. However, instead of
the usual process of withdrawal of such
low pressure systems by October 15, more
were forming, which were behind the con-
tinuingrains over Telangana,

“There are lots of low pressure systems
ove the Bay of Bengal and moving into
Telangana now, which in October is un-
usual. By this time or mid-October, the
withdrawal should have setin, Butinstead,
weareseeing record amount of rainfall in-
cessantly that should allow for the with-
drawal to begin,” said K Nagaratna, head,
IMD-Hyderabad.

IMD) India has already issued a report
saying that the monsoon too, which should
have vacated by October, was unlikely to
leave any soon due to the intense low pres-
stre systems that were forming, in the Ara-
bian Sea and the Bay of too, which
meant apart from the Southwest coast, the
Eastern coast of the country could be the
next venues for suchrai

As for these depressions concentrating
overurban areas like Hyderabad, weather
officials say the reasons could by myriad,
ranging from the now well chronicled
global warming impact to whatis known as
Urban Heat Island Effect as well. The heat
island effect was causing floods in several
urbanareas actoss the world, according to
various reports, they said, adding, con-
struction and similar human activities and
therefore triggering such floods in cities,

Vehicles make their way through heavy showers on the Nampally-Legislative Assembly stretch in city on Tuesday. — Photo: Surya Srdher

Drains can handle only 20 mm rainfall

HYDERABAD: Various reports
from the GHMC over the fast
couple of years indicate that the
city's 1400-km stormwater
drain network was designed to
handle only 20 mm rainfall per
hour, but was receiving rainfall
with an intensity of more than
60mm per hour for the last few
years. This year, the intensity
went much higher, with more
devastating impact.

Among other reasons for the
flooding, the civic body found
that the natural drainage system
was blocked due to high-rise

structures while lake encroach-
ments were resulting in poor
storage capacity and overflow.
There were 530 lakes in GHMC
limits, which were now reduced
£0169. Indiscriminate dumping
of plastic and trash into
stormwater drains was another
major reason. To avoid the
floading, remedial measures in-
cluded clearing nala encroach-
ments, which the GHMC has
begun already while the rains in
September, had prompted aRs
300 crore drainage channel cap-
ping exercise.

REMEDIAL
MEASURES

Shifting utilities like waterlines,

sewer lines, electric cables over

culvert or below drain-bed

0 Altemative | © Rainwater
holding ponds | harvesting
atlowlying | structures all
areas i alongroads

pling
n diverting all sewers by
laying sewerage network
1o avoid sewage flow into
stormwater drains

R

" i

CITY BURFAU
Hycerabad

From Chennai, Tamil Nadu
in2015to Kerala, Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka in
August 2019, and again
Mumbai recently, urban
floods are increasingly be-
coming a major concern in
the country, with Hyder-
abad being the latest exam-
ple of the phenomenon,
‘This, in fact, isnot an
fssue restricted to Hyder-
abad orIndia, with several
countries facing the same
threat, MA&UD Minister
KT Rama Rao had on Mon-
day pointed out that even
global cities were facing
the threat of urban flooding
with such rainfall recording
beyond their handling ca-
pacities, According toa re-
port, The Growing Threat
of Urban Flooding: A Na-
tional Challenge’, done by

the University of Maryland
and the Texas A&M Uni-
versity in 2018, several
cities across the United
States were facing the
issue, In January 2018,
heavy rains unleashed de-
structive rivers of mud and
debris in Southern Califor-
nia leaving at least 3 ﬁecr
ple dead while urban flood-
ing from 2007 to 201 in
Cook County, Mlinois re-
sulted in flood losses of
over $660 million dollars.
In 2016, the city of Baton
Rouge was in byan
estimated 1,000-year rain-
fall event that
48,000 structures and cre-
ated over 81 billion in prop-
erty damage, the report
says. In June 2006, heavy
rainfall caused flooding in
Washington DC while New
York, Houston, Dallas and
Maryland were also
flooded in later years,

This winter could be colder

SUNNY BASKY
Hyderabad

After aharsh summer anda
devastating monsoon that
is sill ontheramp;fa
Telangana, especially Hy-
derabad,uexpemdmget
asevere wintet aswell,
India Meteorological De-
partment officials said
there was a possibility of a
relatively higher frequency
of cold waves this winter,
Usually, temperatures in
Hyderabad started to dip

from mid-October and
plummet in November.
However, with the delay in
withdrawal of the sou
west monsoon this hJ):r:l“
temperatures are likely to
start dipping from the first
week of November, During
October, the normal mini-
‘mum temperature is 20 de-
gree Celsius,

Given the contimuous
rainfall for more than a
week, even the maximum
temperatures have come
down abit, Last week, it

dipped toalittle over 24
degree Celsius but on
Tuesday, was back upto 30
degrees, with the normal
being 31 degree Celsius,

As }Jer the data with Me-

teorological Department,

the lowest minimum term-
peratute in Hyderabad in
October in the last one
decade has always dipped
below 20 degree Celsius,
sometimes fallingto
around 16 degrees, except
last year, when the lowest
was 21,3 degree Celsius,
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NGT: Kaleshwaram project
gotgreennod inviolationof law

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MEW DELHI, 20 OCTOBER

The Mational Green Tribunal
(NGI) held on Tuesday that
environmental clearancewas
granted to the Kaleshwaram
lift irrigation projectin Telan-
gana "ex post facto” in viola-
tion of legal requirements,
and has formed a committee
to assess the damage caused
as also tosuggest restoration
MEeasLres.

ltdirected the Ministry of
Environment and Forests
(Mo EF) to constinite the 7-me-
mber expert committee and
suggest reliefand rehabilita-
tion measures to be adopted.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice Adarsh
kKumar Goel said thestand that
the pmject executed prior to
the grant of environmental
clearance (EC) is unrelatedto

irrigation is "patently unten-
able”.

It also held that the deci-
sion for expansion taken by
the Telangana government is
without EC and not tenable.

“We are unable to accept
thestand of the project propo-
nent that primarily the project
is for water supply and water
management and thatirriga-
tion is subsidiary or inciden-
tal part of the project so asto
hold thatno ECwas required
prior toexecution of the pro-
ject from 2008 to 2017," the

bench said. “Weare alsounable
to agree thatthestate did not
proceed with the imrigation
component inthe project till
the clearmnceswere granted and
only constructed components
relatingto supplyof drinking
water,” it said.

Thetribunalheld that envi-
ronmental clearance was
granted to the lift imigation pro-
ject”ex postfacto” (having ret-
rospectiveeffect) in violation
of legal requirement.

All activities are clearly
part of the irrigation project
which cannot be separated
from other objectives. It is
difficult to acceptthat allsuch
activities are only for drink-
ing purpose, the bench said.

ltsaid the projecthad seri-
ous implication in terms of
environmentand itwas never
exclusively a water supply
project.
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Bengal to give flood relief
assistance of 32 cr to Telangana

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has extended
her support by announcing an
assistance of Rs 2 crore to Telan-
gana Chief Minister’s Relief
Fund (CMRF) as a mark of
solidarity and brotherhood
with the people of the flood-
affected state.

Banerjee also had a tel-
ephonic conversation with
Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao. She also
wrote a letter to her Telangana
counterpart empathising suffer-
ings of people in the latter’s state
as Bengal had faced huge losses
due to super cyclone Amphan
a few months ago.

So far 70 people died due
to incessant rainfall that led to
flood in Telangana. Extend-
ing gratitude towards the kind

'We are really sad
to learn about

the sufferings

of the people of
Telangana due

to unprecedented
floods following
incessant rains
during the last few
days’

gesture of Banerjee, Telangana
Chief Minister’s Office (CMO)
tweeted: “West Bengal CM @
MamataOfficial announced Rs
2 Cr to the CMRF as a mark of
solidarity and brotherhood with
the people of Telangana who are
suffering due to unprecedented
floods. Hon'ble CM Sri KCR,
over a telephone call, thanked

the West Bengal CM for the
kind gesture.”

Banerjee also mentioned in
her letter that “we are really sad
to learn about the sufferings of
the people of Telangana due to
unprecedented floods follow-
ing incessant rains during the
last few days. There has been
a huge loss of life and property
in the state. Our heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved fam-
ily members of those who lost
their lives”.

“The people of West Bengal
stand by the brothers and sis-
ters of Telangana in this hour
of crisis. As a mark of our soli-
darity and brotherhood with
the people of Telangana, the
West Bengal government would
like to contribute a token sum
of Rs 2 crore to the Telangana
CMRE’ Banerjee mentioned
in her letter.
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"Low pressure in Bay of Bengal to
bring rains in AP, Odisha, Bengal’

The withdrawal of the south-west monsoon has been delayed this year

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: A low pressure
area, the third in a month,
formed over the Bay of Bengal
on Tuesday and it is expected
to bring heavy rains in Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha and West Ben-
gal in the next three days, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said.

It said conditions are
becoming favourable for fur-
ther withdrawal of the south-
west monsoon from the
remaining parts of Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, northern West
Bengal and Sikkim, Jharkhand,
the remaining parts of Madhya
Pradesh, northern Chhattis-
garh and Maharashtra, and the
remaining parts of Gujarat dur-
ing the next two to three days.

The withdrawal of the
southwest monsoon has been
delayed this year.

"A low-pressure area has
formed over central parts of
Bay of Bengal today, the morn
ing of October 20. It is very

~ T O

Irrigation department officials reinstate the breached embankment of the

hea

Belopor Yobul

likely to become more marked
and move initially northwest-
wards during next 48 hours and
then north-north eastwards
during subsequent three days,”
the IMD said. IMD director
Mrutunjay Mohapatra said the
low pressure area will bring
rains over Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha and West Bengal dur-
ing the next three days.

It will move towards Odisha
coast and then recurve caus-

he IMD _PgPm

ing heavy rainfall in northeast
India from October 22-24, he
added.

The low-pressure area is
likely to cause rains in Kolkata
and other parts of West Bengal
during the Durga Puja. Though
the system is likely to move
towards the Odisha-Andhra
Pradesh coast, south-westerly
wind flow will enhance in West
Bengal, resulting in the prob
ability of rain.

"9 killedin rain-related incidents'

AMARAVATI: Nineteen peo
ple have been killed in differ-
ent rain-related incidents in
Andhra Pradesh in the last
few days, the state government
said on Tuesday.

In a release here, the CMO
said Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy directed the
officials concerned to pay an
ex-gratia of Rs 5 lakh each to
the kin of the deceased.

The Chief Minister also
directed the district Collec-
tors to pay Rs 500 to each per-
son lodged in rain/ flood relief
camps in the affected districts.

However, no count of the
persons sheltered in the relief
camps has been mentioned.

The CMO release said the
Chief Minister asked the Col-
lectors to be "humane” while
disbursing relief to the affected

people.

Jagan Mohan Reddy also |
directed the Collectors to |
submit a detailed report by |
October 31 on the damages [
to various crops, along with |
the required budget estimates. |

As per preliminary esti
mates, agricultural and horti- |
cultural crops in over 71,000 |
hectares across the state have |
been affected due to heavy |
rains and floods. The Chief |
Minister wanted input sub- |
sidy to the distressed farmers |
disbursed during the current |
season itself so that they could |
take up alternative cropping.

As it was time for the pos- |
sible spread of seasonal dis- |
eases, the Chief Minister asked |
the administration to be on |
alert and keep required medi- |
cines, particularly for snake |
bites and anti-rabies, ready in |
adequate quantities. MPOST |
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