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IMD can now alert S Asia flash-flood
warning systems 6-24 hrs in advance

lltldllil!lr declares 10K cr aid for flood-hit areas

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: The India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) in col-
laboration with the World Mete-
orological Organisation (WMO)
on Friday commissioned the
‘South Asia Flash Flood Guid-
ance Services' which is designed
to forecast flash floods in real-
time to support the warning sys-
tem about 6-12 hours in advance.
It will enable member-countri-
es— India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangla-
desh and Sri Lanka — to issue im-
pact-based forecasting at water-
shed and city level of flash floods
with resolution of d4km x d4km.
There is a separate system at Isla-
mabad for issuing similar warn-
ingsfor Pakistanand Afghanistan.
Given that flash floods can oc-
cur at any time or place with di-
sastrous results, the guidance

S-year jail,

T

o,

aharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray on Friday declared
aid worth Rs 10,000 crore for regions affected by the
y&H monsoon-related floods from June to October, reports
'ﬁ Privanka Kakodlkar. The payout for damaged crops will be

higher than the Centre's norms and the state will try to
disburse money before Diwali, he said. Thackeray also
targeted the Centre, saying it owed the state Rs 38,000
“erore and the funds would have come handy indispensing aid.

services, SAsiaFFGS, will help
cope with flash flood threats by
enabling the mandated national
authorities to undertake appro-
priate measures and contribute
to protecting the population at
risk from its disastrous effects. s’

“Theguidance forflash floods |
in the form of threats (6 hoursin

advance) and risks (24 hours in
advance) will be provided by the
Regional Centre to National Me-
teorological & Hydrological Ser-

vices, national and state dizaster
management authorities and all
other stakeholders for taking
necessary  mitigation mea-
sures,” IMD director general
Mrutunjay Mohapatra said at
the online launch of the service.

The system has been devel-
oped by the WMO Commission
for Hydrology in collaboration
with the US National Weather
Service and US Hydrological Re-
search Centre (HRC).

1L fine for Wastage of potable groundwater

Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Wastage or misu-
se of potable groundwater
will now be a punishable of-
fence in India. A directive of
the Central Ground Water
Authority (CGWA)says viola-
tors will face imprisonment
up to five years or fine which
may extend to Rs 1 lakh, or
with both, for non-comp-
liance of a mechanism to be
framed by local eivic bodies to
implement the order.

The local bodies, dealing

with water supply, will specifi-
cally elaboraté on what may

mlitu,ba “wastage' or ‘misu-
se' — both in terms of domes-

ticand commercial use—and

enforce it through proper mo-
nitoring. “Mo person shall wa-
steor misuse potable water re-
sources tapped from undergr-
ound,” said the directive issu-
ed on October B under Envir-
onment (Protection) Act, 1986
acting on an order of the Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT).
It said: “The civic bodies
dealing withwater supply net-
work in states/ UTs, whether
called as Jal Board, Jal Ni-
gam, Water Works Depart-
ment, Municipal Corpora-

tion, Municipal Council, De-
velopment Authority, Pancha-
yatorbyany otliername, shall

ensure that there shall be no
wastage or misuse of potable
water tapped from undergro-
und and evolve a compliance
mechanism, with coercive
measures for violations,”
The NGT order had come

on petitions of Rajendra Ty-

agi and a not-for-profit orga-

nisation, Friends. The peti-

tioners had sought the tribun-
nal's intervention incurbing
wastage of water through
running faucets and deep
bore wells, washing and
cleaning of wehicles with
fresh groundwater, swim-
ming pools and leakages/

thefts in water transmission
and distribution.

“Peoplewillnowhavetobe |
cautious and careful in was- |

ting water through incessant-

. ly flowing overhead tanks, i

running faucets, extravagant
lifestyles, pipeline-leakage
and washing of cars” said
Akash Vashishtha, the advo-
cate whorepresented the peti- |
tioners before the NGT. 4

He said the compliance :

mechanism would be issued !

by the respective local bo-

dies in all states and Union

territories for implementa- :
tion of the directives. {
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Parts of Bengaluru flooded
after 3 days of heavy rain

Drains overflow, water enters houses in many localities

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Heavy rain for the third con-
secutive day resulted in
flooding in several parts of
Bengaluru.

Hosakerehalli, Nayanda-
halli, Basavanagudi, Bom-
manahalli, Kengeri and sur-
rounding areas were the
worst hit.

With the southwest mon-
soon continuing well into
October, beyond its June to
September period, the city
has been witnessing higher
than normal rainfall. Until
October 23 morning, the city
received 179.3 mm rainfall.
The normal rainfall for the
period is 141 mm.

“It is a departure of 27.2%
from normal in Bengaluru
city,” the IMD duty officer
said.

A video grab showing waterlogging at Hoskerehalli and,
right, Mysore Road due to heavy rain in Bengaluru on Friday.

Drains overflowed, roads
turned into rivulets and
homes were inundated in
many localities coming un-
der Rajarajeshwarinagar,
Bommanahalli and South
aOnes.

Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike’s (BBMP) Com-

missioner N. Manjunath Pra-
sad said help from the
National Disaster Response
Force had been requisi-
tioned.

He said a team of 22 per-
sonnel, along with requisite
boats, was on its way to af-
fected localities.
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Farmers reel under losses due to heavy rains

HARLEEN MINOCHA | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT 23

Thousands of farmers in
the state have been left bat-
tered by the incessant rains
and floods that hit last
week, Hundreds of acres of
land and standing crops on
them have been destroyed
in Khammam and other dis-
tricts.

Decean Chronicle spoke to
an affected farmer, Yasw-
anth Chowdary in Chandr-
upatala village of Khamm-
am district. Chowdary said

Crops damaged as a result of continuous rains.

he and about 500 farmers in
his village had lost over an
acre of land each and paddy
and cotton crop due to the
rains. “So far we have not

Fal vl - st

received any assurance
from the government about
compensation for this mas-
sive loss. It was only today
that officers from the agri-

culture department visited

the village to take stock of

the situation but they did
not tell us anything”
Chowdary said.

He added that this is not
the only issue they are fac-
ing as farmers. Farmers in
Chowdary's village claim
they have not received any
benefits under the Rythu
Bandhu scheme since last
vear. “In my mandal alone,
there are about 3,000 farm-
ers who are yet to receive
money. Imagine how many
farmers who have suffered

the fury of nature may be
awaiting help all over the
district and the state.”

Farmers in Chandrup-
atala are furious over the
small compensation for the
land that was acquired in
the village. The govern-
ment took over a large sec-
tion of the land at low rates
for the highway from Sur-
yvapet to Devarapalli, which
passes through the village.
Farmers claim that while
the land costs 220 lakh per
acre, the government has
valued it at 23 lakh.
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Relook free-water policy

Delhi must charge for water, get wastewater treatment right

ELHI IS SET to face acute watershortage this festive season, since the sup-

ply from the Yamuna is low and the Ganga canal is undergoing repairs.

Delhi’s present water-stress should wake the government of the National

Capital Territory (NCT) up to the wastefulness of its free water policy as
well the national capital’s crying need for water conservation. It is not as if the NCT
government has been caught unawares; a 2018 study by NITI Aayog had put Delhi
among 21 cities that faced severe water-stress risks. Yet, the government continues
to provide 5.3 lakh households 20,000 litres of water per month free of charge; con-
sumption above this will invite charges per usual for the full consumption. Some
argue that this is a good way to ensure a cap on consumption while treating water as
abasicpublicgood and a governanceright.But, freewatercapped at 20 kilolitres,with
tariff-policy discouraging consumption above this, hasn’t really helped limit con-
sumption—indeed, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) had noted in an order last year
that housing societies were side-stepping the cap by supplementing consumption
with water extracted from illegal borewells; by July this year, the Delhi Jal Board (D]B)
had identified over 19,000 illegal borewells and sealed over 7,000.

A 2014 report by the Delhi Parks and Gardens Society had highlighted that at
least 200 water bodies in the national capital had been lost to encroachment, thanks
tothe inaction of,and even possible connivance by, the personnel of multiple agen-
cies.Depletion of natural sources apart, Delhi has fared poorly on wastewater man-
agement. It generated an estimated 2,730 million litres of wastewater per day in
2019, while it could treat only 66% of this,as per an ORF paper published in June
this year; its full treatment capacity is just 80% of the wastewater generated. Add
to this factors such as nearly 40% distribution losses (as reported by D]B), poor rain-
water harvesting—less than 10% of 15,706 private buildings and housing soci-

eties that had been registered for mandatory harvesting have the requisite infra-
structure in place—and Delhi’s water mismanagement becomes stark.

While the Union Jal Shakti ministry has set guidelines for water usage by indus-
try, mandating wateraudits and requiring NOCs for groundwater extraction, it also
needs to come up with guidelines for groups such as households and farmers. The
Delhi government needs to seriously reconsider its free water policy.Indeed, correct
pricing would induce judicious use,which would free upwater that can be supplied
to economically vulnerable households, with the water bill eased through direct
transfer of benefits.The national capital also needs to make a more concerted effort
on recycling/wastewater management—as this newspaper has pointed out before,
Israelrecycles nearly 90% of its wastewater through water-smart practices ad tech-
nology. While the Delhi government had talked of a Singapore-style adoption of
wastewater reclamation technology, there is little evidence of this on the ground.
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Depression to bring heavy rains
over northeastern states: IMD

Light to moderate rainfall at most places, with heavy to very heavy falls are likely’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Depression
over the Bay of Bengal will
bring heavy rains on Friday
to the northeastern states of
Tripura, Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram, Assam and Megha-
laya, the Cyclone Warning
Division of the India Meteo

rological Department (IMD)
said.

The IMD said the depres-
sion is very likely to cross West
Bengal and adjoining Bangla-
desh coasts between Sagar
Islands (West Bengal) and
Khepupara (Bangladesh) over
the Sundarbans on Friday.

"Due to this, light to mod-
erate rainfall at most places,
with heavy to very heavy
falls (115.6-204.4 mm/day)
are likely at a few places, and
extremely heavy falls at isolated
places are very likely over Tri-
pura, heavy to very heavy falls
ata few places Nagaland, Mani
pur, Mizoram, south Assam

and Meghalaya are likely," the
IMD said.

Depression is a cyclonic
circulation and is packed with
squally winds and heavy rains.

The depression is expected
to abate and become a well-
marked low pressure area by
October 24. Low pressure area
is the first stage of any cyclone

and a well-marked low pressure
area is the second stage.

This is the third low pres-
sure area that developed in
the Bay of Bengal in October

and second to intensify into a
depression.

Issuing an impact based
forecast for the northeast-
ern states that are likely to be
affected due to this, the IMD
said localised flooding of roads,
water logging in low-lying
areas and closure of under-
passes mainly in urban areas is
expected. It also said there is a
possibility of landslides in hilly
areas of northeastern states,
occasional reduction in visi-
bility due to heavy rainfall and
disruption of traffic in cities.

The rains may also lead to
damage to horticulture and
standing crops in some areas
due to inundation and squally
winds and riverine flooding in
some river catchments.

Light to moderate rain-
fall at many places, with iso-
lated heavy falls are likely over
Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram and Tri-
pura on October 24, the IMD
said.



NEW DELHI: The National
Green Tribunal has rapped the
Centre over inadequate mea-
sures to prevent wastage and
misuse of groundwater say-
ing there has to be specific
time bound action plans and
monitoring.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel said the response
filed both by the Ministry of Jal
Shakti as well as Delhi Jal Board
does not show clear enforceable
policy to check such misuse
and wastage.

The affidavit is vague and
general. It is stated that letters
have been written to the States.
This step by itself can hardly be
enough to discharge the public
trust reposed in the Ministry of
Jal Shakti.

"Apart from writing a let-
ter, there has to be specific time
bound action plans and moni-
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NGT slams Centre over inadequate measures
fo prevent wastage of groundwater

toring which should include
coercive measures for enforce-
ment, the bench said.

The NGT said the affidavit
filed by the DJB is wholly inad-
equate to address the problem,

"A very meagre amount is
said to have been recovered
in spite of the acknowledged

problem of wastage of potable
water. The environment law is
not complied by recovery of
some token amount from the
violators.

"Overriding environmen-
tal law principle of 'Polluter
Pays' must be invoked by all
the regulators to ensure that

wastage of water is not profit-

able and cost of such wastage
is recovered which is necessary
for restoration of the environ-
ment without merely limiting
to statutory changes which
are no substitute to 'Polluter
Pays' principle,” the bench
said.

The tribunal was hearing a
plea filed by RajendraTyagi, a
BJP councillor from Ghaziabad
and an NGO, Friends, alleging
that steps are not being taken
to prevent the misuse of water,

The wastage of water is tak-
ing place in many ways such as
overflowing of overhead tanks
in residential and commercial
areas, the plea said.

According to the applicants,
4,84,20,000 cubic metres of
water is wasted every single day
and around 163 million popu-
lation of the country is facing
deprivation of fresh, drinkable

water at the hands of few oth-
ers who are almost habitual of
wasting and misusing precious
fresh potable water,

" Around 600 million people
are facing extreme water stress
in the country. Millions of litres
of fresh potable water are being
wasted in absence of appropri-
ate regulations or action-plans
to curb the same. Flushing sys-
tems are also a major cause of
fresh potable water wastage in
households and commercial
complexes, wasting around
15-16 litres of water in a single
flush,” the plea said.

Referring to a study, it said
that one out of three people
in India tend to waste water
by keeping the water running
from faucets that discharge as
much as five litres in a min-
ute while a regular shower
flows out 10 litres of water per
minute, AGENCIES
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First-of-its-kind flash flood
warning system for South
Asian countries Iaunched

PNS W NEW DELHI

first-of-its-kind system

for South Asian coun-
tries—India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Nepal and
Bhutan — that will provide
alerts for flash floods 6-24
hours in advance was
launched at the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on Friday. India also
shares cyclone warning alerts
with neighbouring countries.

The World
Meteorological Department
(WMO) has entrusted India
with the responsibility of the
Regional Centre of South
Asia Flash Flood Guidance
System for coordination,
development and its imple-
mentation.

IMD director general
Mrutunjay Mohapatra said at
the online launch that the sys-
tem will enable the member
countries to issue impact-
based forecasting of floods
which are very sudden and of
short duration at watershed
and also city level.

Representatives of the mem-
ber countries attended the
event.

Flash floods are highly
localised events of short dura-
tion with a very high peak
and usually have less than six
hours between the occur-
rence of the rainfall and peak
flood.

There is a general lack of
flash flood warning capabili-
ties and capacities amon
countries across the world.
Recognising that flash floods
have a particularly disastrous
impact on lives and properties
of the affected populations,
the 15th WMO Congress had
approved the implementation
of a Flash Flood Guidance
System (FFGS) project with
global coverage.

The system has been
developed by the WMO
Commission for Hydrology,
jointly with the WMO
Commission for Basic
Systems and in collaboration
with the US National Weather
Service, the US Hydrologic
Research Centre (HRC).



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Pioneer 24-October-2020

Maha announces 310 cr
aid for flood-hit farmers

TN RAGHUNATHA ® MUMBAI

he Maharashtra

Government on Friday
announced a 10,000 crore
relief package for the farmers
who suffered huge crop losses
during the heavy rain and the
consequent floods witnessed in
various parts of the State
between June and October this
year.

Talking to media persons
after reviewing the situation
arising out of heavy unseason-
al rains and consequent floods
in various parts of the state,
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray unveiled a relief
package for the affected farm-
ers in Western Maharashtra,
Marathwada and Konkan
regions in the state. He said that
the relief package would be dis-
bursed to the farmers before
the Diwali festival.

Of the total package, the
Maharashtra government set
aside ¥5,500 crop losses suf-
fered by farmers, 32,365 crore

for carrying out repairs dam-
ages caused to roads and
bridges, ¥1,000 crore for repair-
ing damaged rural roads and
restoring water supply system.
T300 crore for urban develop-
ment works, 239 crore for
electricity works and ¥102
crore water resource works.

Crops on more than 10
lakh hectares were destroyed in
the torrential downpour in
over 10 districts in the state.

The chief minister said
that the farmers would be
compensated for crop losses at
the rate of ¥ 10,000 per hectare
of irrigated and non-irrigated
land and 25,000 per hectare of
horticultural land.

Uddhav said that the state
government would have come
out with a bigger relief package
for farmers, had it not been for
the Covid 19-triggered finan-
cial crisis that his administra-
tion was dealing with.

The Chief Minister
slammed the Narendra Modi
government at the Centre for

its delay in the release of a stag-
gering 38,000 crore, which is
due to the state towards com-
pensation of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) and devo-
lution of taxes for the current
fiscal (2020-21).

Earlier in the day, the chief
minister presided over a meet-
ing called to review the rain
and flood situation in the state.
Deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar, Revenue Minister
Balasaheb Thorat, Water
Resources Minister jayant Patil,
Relief and Rehabilitation
Minister Vijay Wadettiwar and
Transport Minister Anil Parab
were among the ministers pre-
sent at the review meeting
held at the chief
minister’s official residence
“Varsha” here.

Uddhav had toured sever-
al parts of the rain and flood-
affected affected areas in the
state earlier this week. He had
assured the farmers that the
state government would come
out with a relief package.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Jansatta 24-October-2020

U Rl U foRar selie at 5 91T
T @I U Thelt & SieT ot et

Prachi.Yadav@timesgroup com T @ A E g §) defeen e
2 forwedl - ST 9 e W 0 3 R HE G Vi W & wed S § | e S A
g O i A A SEE o T e e e e, =R A e e A
AT O T A A A g 2 e @ e e, T g e
T dier FUE(Hftesn) 3 38 dag ¥ o o 2 o T R e ot i
¥ fRgE S W 1 S A, S A 8|3 e (e oA A uAie
_ T A T 1 9 # e i deiesy # Tee o aftrgEe sl
a0 ¥ rh 9 Al F el s A w9 A A T R ew

STw O g S HIE F e 9 U O S USSR S e R e

-
P TR

Amar Ujala 24-October-2020

31 d1G BT 24 E¢ U &l T SO Oel
lﬁaﬁmeﬁmﬁlmaﬂﬁaﬂéﬁmmﬁqﬂlﬂmﬁaﬁ!ﬂmm

7§ fwdt v wim T
=i ofirend g F AW W
SEF S A A o e
6 W 24 HE WEH M A0
= o fEan # a = .
o e 1 T PR 24 W wEE

#lg T WAG A G A W oqfie P W feE
2, Wl oY UE e =g W W H A0 gl e
Ttz s et el e A dsdt iy e o ol fiven
WE T TE el ww w w B A v deit
e S A # ) T SR S =
A Tt favm & A A O smE wm
(Eegumai) 3 = m A R
i e wednw foen dwow F gufes, ov fy
{ TR ) ¥ W S AT A e i s




