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New Delhi: For a second suc-
cessive year, no idols of god-
diess Durga reached the Ya-
muna, being instead consig:
ned to specially created
pomids and in buckets on Mon-
day: In 2018, the last time idol
immersion was allowed in
the river, seven of the nine
ghats had showed a post-im-
mergion dissolved oxvgen
(DO Jevel of ome/l, much be-
low the 4mg/1 and above nee
. ded to sustain agquatic life,
The blologleal oxygen de-
mand (BOD), healthy reading
of which is 8 maximum of
Amgl, was similarly vecor-
ded in high levels, including
4/l at Budsia Ghat and
36mg/1 at Kalindi Kun). Last
year, these pollution measu-
rements changed dramati-
cally for the batter, with even
the total dissolved solids co-
unt, caused by heavy metals
and toxic dyes introducesd in
the river through the idols,

comingdown significantly
balieve a similar

this wear Delhi Pollution
Contrel Commitiee and Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
tend to test the quality of the
river water a few days before
idol immersion, on the day of
the immersion and a few days
afler the rite. A DPCC affickal
sabd this vear's report, tobe e
laased in a fiew weeks, will con-
tain annoal comparisons to
track improved parameters.
When TOI visited the
city ghats en Monday, no fo-
am or idols could be seen in
the river or on the ghats. Ho-
wever, items associated with
the festive rituals wers seen
on both banks and on the
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No Durga immersion for 2nd year, hope
floats for better oxygen levels in Yamuna
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corporations are empowered
to take action against those
throwing puja discards and
remnanis on the hanks. Such
people can be fined on the
apot,” aaid the DPCC official.

by analysing parameters suci
as acidity suspended and dis-
solved solids, dissolved oxy-
pen and the presence of cop:
per, nickel, iron, cadmiim, le-
ad, zine and other metals, At

Iy from BTEmg/l in 20018 to
mgs] and the total metals
came down to 46mgsl from
12mgsl. Similardy at Qudsia
Ghat, TS8 last Was
24me/] against1Bime/] in 2018,

48 mpd, at Sur Ghat from
12mg/] to 4.6, at Kali Ghat from
20mg/] to 6.2, and at Gludsia
Ghat from 18mg/l o B The
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Groundwater depletion

The National Green Tribunal's notice to the Centre and
the Central Pollution Control Board following a plea seek-
ing quashing of a notification on groundwater should serve
to put the focus on an extremely disquieting concern and
the shocking inertia of the government authorities over it.
Growing depletion and pollution of groundwater have
reached serious propositions across cities and the absence
of interventions by the authorities has worsened the prob-
lem. To further complicate the issue — something also not-
ed by the NGT - the Central Ground Water Authority as
also the authorities under the State Government have been
found to be liberalizing groundwater extraction. Unsus-
tainable extraction of groundwater for commercial purpos-
es has been adversely affecting availability of water for
drinking purposes across the urban landscape. Ironically,
while the rising water scarcity warrants the authorities to
put in place a stringent mechanism for redressal in terms
of conservation and sustainable use of groundwater, the
authorities are doing just the opposite by liberalizing
groundwater extraction in the water-scarce areas. The
NGT has slammed the CGWA in the strongest terms, say-
ing that what it was doing was contrary to the very purpose
for which the CGWA was set up.

In State capital Guwahati, the real estate boom since
the past one-and-a-half decades has hastened the
groundwater depletion process. Large-scale extraction
of groundwater including those done for commercial pur-
poses in violation of law has led to a situation which could
trigger a serious water crisis in the days ahead. With the
much-touted mega water supply project missing innu-
merahble deadlines, the situation is unlikely to improve
soon. Repeated missed deadlines have caused severe
cost escalation of the project and the developments have
also encouraged large-scale corrupt practices. Appar-
ently, a vested interest circle is benefiting from the situ-
ation and the inertia of the Government is equally to be
blamed for the fiasco. Even as all the tall talks of trans-
forming Guwahati into a smart city have been ruling the
roost for quite some time now, the failure to meet many of
the basic needs of the citizens has exposed the authori-
ties to be lacking sincerity in their approach. Indeed, ad-
dressing the basic concerns of the citizens is intrinsic to
good governance and as the last Delhi polls had shown,
much of the AAP’s landslide victory for a third succes-
sive term had a lot to do with the party's honouring its
promise of providing the citizens with a reliable and af-
fordable water and electricity supply network - in addi-
tion to the commendable job it has done about education
and healthcare. With a few months to go for the Assem-
bly polls in Assam, the Government would do well to be
sensitive to the legitimate needs of the citizens and come
up with some innovative approach. Foremost among the
needs for the residents of the State capital is a stream-
lined water supply system — a sine qua non for any mod-
ern metropolis.



ATHER MOIN DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 26

NGOs which are engaged
in relief operations in
flood-affected areas, have
formed the ‘Hyderabad
Flood Relief Coalition” to
streamline relief works.
They have decided to dis-
burse essential com-
maodities to at least 20,000
families.

MIM corporator
Ayvesha Rubina said dif-
ferent community and
religious organisations
and NGOs had deploved
volunteers for rescue and
reliefl operations. Now
about 10 NGOs have
come together under one
platform to work in a
coordinated manner.

Rubina  said, “We
observed that due to lack
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NGOs join hands to help rain-hit

Relief workers organise essentials to be handed over
to rain-affected families in Hyderabad, on Monday.

of coordination, some
families got relief mate-
rial from different organ-
izations while some fam-
ilies ended up getting
nothing. We have decided
to collect and segregate
the materials provided
by organisations and
individuals at the space

acquired for the purpose.
We will disburse relief
from here. More than 100
volunteers are extending
their services.”

Feroz Baig of Social
Data Initiatives Forum
{SDIF) said initially Safa
Baitul Maal, Helping
Hand Foundation and

Access Foundation had
decided to work together.
Other organisations also
joined in, including
‘Goonj’, an NGO from
Delhi.

“We have distributed
about 1,500 kits so far
and it will touch 5,000
kits,” Baig said.

Krishna water disputes
panel to resume work

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 26

The Krishna Water
Dispute Tribunal
(KWDT)., headed by
Justice Brijesh Kumar,
has informed the
Telangana state and
Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernments that it will
resume its hearing
from November 25 for
three days on the water
disputes between the
two states. The tribunal
has been inactive for
some time particularly
due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The Centre on April 2,
2004, had constituted
the KWDT to adjudi-

cate disputes between
the states of Ma-
harashtra, Karnataka
and erstwhile Andhra
Pradesh under Section
4 of the Inter-State
River Water Disputes
(ISRWD) Act, 1956,

The tribunal submit-
ted its report in Decem-
ber 2010. Subsequently,
the Union ministry of
water resources dis-
solved the tribunal.

On July 31, 2020, the
Centre extended its
term for a period of one
year with effect from
August 1, It is expected
that the tribunal will
take up arguments on
project-wise allocations
on the Krishna river

and also look for possi-
ble ways of allocation
when the guantum of
water available in the
river basin is less. In
view of the decision of
the tribunal to resume
the hearing, the
Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) dire-
cted the Krishna River

Management  Board
(KRMRB) to send all the
contentious issues

between the Telugu
states to the Brijesh
Kumar tribunal.

The tribunal is likely
to take up hearing the
issue of the sharing of
water diverted from the
Godavari to the
Krishna basin.



SUNNY BASKI
HYDERABAD

Starting off as a much
needed solace after a
scorching summer and caus-
ing widespread destruction
after triggering floods that
ravaged the State and the
State capital in particular,
leaving many homeless and
penniless, the Scuth West
monsoon is bidding bye to
Telangana. While the dip in
water levels in the River
Musi stands as a positive
sign, the situation on both
sides of the Musi, however,
stand testimony to the
havoc wreaked this year by
the monsoon which has
withdrawn in some parts of
the State on Monday.
According to the India
Metecrological Department,
Hyderabad, the southwest
monsoon has withdrawn
from some parts of Telan-
gana on Monday and is
likely to withdraw from re-
maining parts of Telangana
and across the country
around Wednesday. Simul-
taneously, the mnortheast
monsoon tains are also
likely to commence over
Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry, coastal Andhra
Pradesh and adjoining areas
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Monsoon withdraws from TS

IMD forecasts no rainfall activity till month-end; temperatures drop below 20 degrees in several areas

Since the beginning of monsoon, Hyderabad, along with other parts of State, received surplus rainfall.

of Karnataka and Rerala.
“The withdrawal line of
the southwest monsoon
now passes through Cooch
Behar, Sriniketan, Ghatshila,
Keonjhar,  Nowrangpur,
Elury, Nalgonda, Nanded,
Nasik and Dahanu. Cyclonic
circulation over Southwest
Bay of Bengal now lies over
southeast and adjoining

Central Bay of Bengal and
extends up to 3.1 km above
mean sea level,” officials
said.

In Telangana, the mon-
soon atrrived on June 12 and
covered the entire Statein a
week. Since the beginning of
monsoon, Hyderabad, along
with other parts of the State,
received surplus rainfall

each month with October
recording the highest ever
rainfall in the history of the
city.

According to the data
from the Telangana State
Development Planning So-
ciety (TSDPS), this mon-
soon, Hyderabad received a
rainfall 0f1249.3 mm against
a normal rainfall of 6633

mm while Rangareddy and
Medchal-Malkajgiri
tecorded 11344 mm and
1,178.1 mm respectively.

The weather forecast
from IMD indicates that
there will be no more rain-
fall activity till this month-
end. However, ahead of the
winter, there would be a
partly cloudy sky with haze
in Hyderabad throughout
this week with the minimum
temperatures hovering 20
degree Celsius.

Temperatures drop
Meanwhile, temperatures in
the city have started to drop
over the last five days, par-
ticularly during the night, in-
dicating that the conditions
wete  slowly  turning
favourable for the onset of
winter. On Sunday night,
areas including Qutbullah-
pur, Ghatkesar, Ibrahimpat-
nam, Uppal and Medchal
witnessed  temperatures
plummeting below the 20
degree Celsius mark,
During the last 24 hours,
the lowest temperature of
18.9 degree Celsius was reg-
istered at Subhash Nagar in
Qutbullahpur, while the
maximum temperature of
36.2 degree Celsius was
recorded at Moulali.
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Hearing of Brijesh
panel from Nov 25

Tribunal informs TS and AP about its three-day schuedule

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The Brijesh Kumar Tribunal
looking into the Krishna
water disputes between
Telangana State and Andhra
Pradesh will resume its
hearing from November 25
for three days., The Tribunal,
which has been inactive for
some time, particularly due
to Covid 19 pandemic, has
informed the two Telugu
States about the scheduled
hearing,

The Tribunal, whose
tenure has been extended, is
expected to take up argu-
ments on project-wise allo-
cations on Krishna River
and also look for possible
ways of allocation when the
quantum of water available
in the river basin is less.

The Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) directed the
Krishna River Management
Board (KRMB) to send all
the contentious issues be-
tween the Telugu States to
the Brijesh Kumar Tribunal.
Issues such as the carry-over
of unused water from one
water year to ancther as de-
manded by Telangana and
its demand for considering
only 20 per cent of the 17 tme
of Krishna water used by it
for the drinking purposes of
Hyderabad city will come up
for discussion,

Telangana State has de-
manded that 50 tmc of water
allocated for the 2019-20
water year could not be
utilised and that the quan-
tum of water should be al-
lowed to be used during the
2020-21 water year, How-

The tribunal will look for possible ways of allocation when the
quantum of water available in the river basin is less.

ever, the CWC said the
Bachawat Tribunal’s order
that allowed such a carry-
over system when erstwhile
AP was the lower riparian
State, doesnt apply for
Telangana that became a
separate State in 2014,
Ancther issue that will
come up for hearing will be
the share of water diverted
from Godavari to Krishna
basin, Telangana has con-
tended that the State has a
share in 45 tmc of water
being diverted by the AP
government, Qut of the 80
tme of water utilised in Kr-
ishna delta down Prakasam
barrage, 35 tmc was meant
for Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra. However, the Bajaj
committee appointed to
look into the matter expired
without making an award
and the CWC referred the
matter to the Tribunal.

Issue only between
Telugu States

Meanwhile, Union Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh

Shekhawat, in a tweet, has
made it clear that the min-
istry will not seek any fresh
allocations for all Krishna
river basin States Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh,

“Instead, the Centre is
locking for sharing of water
between Telangana and AP
only,” he said. This means
that the Centre will only
refer the disputes of Krishna
river water between Telugu
States to Brijesh Kumar Tri-
bunal. The Union Minister
assured the Telangana gov-
ernment during the recent
Apex Council meeting that
the Centre was ready to
refer Krishna water alloca-
tion to the Krishna Water
Disputes Tribunal headed
by Justice Brijesh Kumar if
Telangana withdrew its
pending petition in the
Supreme Court, He was re-
ferring to the Telangana
government’s petition seek-
ing fresh allocation of Kr-
ishna river water among all
basin States.
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IMD: South West Monsoon
withdrawing from Odisha

OUR CORRESPONDENT

BHUBANESWAR: After over-
staying in Odisha for about a
fortnight, the South West Mon-
soon on Monday started the
process of withdrawing from
the state, the Meteorological
Centre here said. The South
West Monsoon has completely
withdrawn from eight districts
of Sundergarh, Jharsuguda,

Deogarh, Sambalpur, Bargarh,
Subarnapur, Bolangir and Nua-
pada, it said.

"It has also withdrawn from
some parts of Mayurbhanij,
Keonjhar, Angul, Boudh, Kan-
dhamal, Kalahandi, Nabarang-
pur and Koraput districts of
interior Odisha today," it said.

Conditions are becoming
favourable for further with-
drawal of the South West

Monsoon from the rest of the
coastal state during next 48
hours and also from the entire
country around October 28,
it added.

The South West Monsoon
generally withdraws from the
state by October 15 but this
time it has been delayed by
about a fortnight, H R Biswas,
the director of the Regional
Meteorological Centre, said.
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Power generation
resumes in 2 units

at Srisailam plant

HANS NEWS SERVICE
_ HYDERABAD

TWO months after a fire mishap
which brought power genera-
tion to a halt at the Srisailam
Left Bank Hydro Electric Sta-
tion following a major blast, the
TSGENCO resumed power gen-
eration formally in the unit 1

i and 2 of the total 6 units on
Monday.

Power generation was
stopped in the 6x150 megawatt
underground hydro power sta-
tion near Eegalapenta in Na-
garkurnool district after a fire
mishap due to short circuit in
four and six units which claimed
nine lives on August 21.

In the presence of State En-
ergy Minister G Jagadish Reddy
and TS TRANSCO and GENCO
Chairman and Managing Direc-
tor D Prabhakar Rao, power
generation was resumed in the
two units. Asthe Sirsailam
reservoir was receiving good in-
flows, officials said that the hy-
del power generation in two
units will help the government
meet the increasing power de-
mand in the state.
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