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ATHER MOIN | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 28

Flood victimg complained
of discrimination in the
dishursement of fmmedi:
ate relief granted by the
government,

They alleged that people
who are close {o public rep-
resentatives or political
leaders are getting relief
while many are Deing
refuged.

The residents” grievance
was that officials are show
ing discrimination in dis-
ributing the immediate

relief of 210,000, which
reduces their chances of
their getting full relief
later. They complained
that the officials have
selected particular families
on the instance of the con-
cerned corporator or MLA.
They apprehend that if
they raise voice against the
discrimination, they will
be targeted by political
goons and deprived fur-
ther.

Residents of Shaikpet,
Himathnagar, Jubilee Hills
and Amberpet complained
that they were provided
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0 /cry People close to public representatives comering benefits, claims by other people getting rejected
Flood victims see diserimination in relief distribution

with a reduced relief
amount,

Two and sometimes four
families were asked fo
share the amount allocated
for a single dwelling unit,
They said in clusters many
families reside in a single
houge,

In such cases, the amount
was divided among the
dwellers,

In  Ahmed  nagar,
Pochamma basti, Anjuman
area in Vijaynagar colony,
Sabir nagar, Gosha mahal,
many people complained
that only selected residents

THE VICTIMS said if
they raise their voice, they
willbe targeted by politi-
¢al goons and deprived of
further benefits

were  getting  benefits,
Residents of Red Hills also
complained that they were
denied just because they
were not familiar with the
corporator, When  they
approached him, they were
asked to consult the politi:
cal leaders they supported
in the elections,

Amjedullah Khan,

spokesperson for Majlis
Bachao Tehreek, demand:
el an inquiry into the ra-
pant corruption and loot of
the 2350 crore relief pack:
age for flood victims.
Leaders of the ruling party
and its allies with the help
of corrupt officials had
made it a private corporate
fund as it is being released
from their party's exche:
quer,

The public fund is being
Tooted openly and most of
the amount dishursed on
false claims recommended
by political leaders or with-

out proper verification. He
alleged that the state fund
is being dishursed based on
political affiliation as a
campaign for the fortheom:
ing GHMC elections which
defeats the purpose of
relief and the welfare
scheme,

Social  worker, Asif
Hussain, said there is a
need to carry out an inde-
pendent assessment of the
damages due to flood with-
out the involvement of
political leaders to ensure
selection of  genuinely
affected families,

There are a lot of com:
plaints from  different
areas about not receiving
relief  amounts,  said
Hussain. People who lost
their belongings in the
flood should not be denied
aid being distributed by
the government just
because of their political
aliliations or the lack of
them.

He suggested establishing
a grievance confrol room
fo resolve complaints of
discrimination in the dis:
bursement of the relief
amount,

Expedite relief, restoration
works in rain-hit areas: KTR

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 28

Municipal administra-
tion and urban develop-
ment minister K. T. Rama
Rao on Wednesday held a
review meeting with sen-
ior officials of Greater
Hyderabad  Municipal
Corporation (GHMC),
Hyderabad Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewe-
rage Board (HMWSSE),
and TS State Electricity
Board (TSSEB) with
regard to ongoing relief
and restoration works in
the rain-affected areas of
twin cities.

He instructed officials
to speed up relief and
restoration  works in

Officials said they have
launched a special drive
to collect 3,500 metric
tonnes of waste. With
this, about 18,000 metric
tonnes of waste has so
far been removed.

GHMC and surrounding
areas, so that normalcy
could be restored imme-
diately.

Municipal officials in-
formed the minister that
210,000 financial assis-
tance is being handed
over to the rain and flood-
affected families at a fast
pace. Additional mu-
nicipal workers have
been deploved to take up
sanitation works, remove

sludge accumulated due
to rains, dispose of
garbage and spray disin-
fectants. Officials said
they have launched a spe-
cial drive to collect 3,500
metric tonnes of waste.
With this, about 18,000
metric tonnes of waste
has so far been removed.

KTR asked officials to
provide helpline num-
bers to citizens through
which they can ask the
municipal corporation
to clear debris and flood-
related trash from their
areas, He wanted offi-
cials to rope in resident
welfare associations and
NGOs for assistance in
extending relief meas-
ures to the needy He

instructed officials to
immediately start road
repair works along all
major roads to avoid in-
convenience to citizens,

The minister ordered
officials to set up retro
fittings along all flyovers
for ensuring that rain-
water flows down easily
In this context, officials
informed him that they
have sought suggestions
and inputs given by the
irrigation department
for repairing damaged
lakes.

KTR also asked offi-

cials to ensure that
garbage, which had
accumulated in nalas

during recent rains, is
removed,
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Central Govt to award Chhattisgarh CM's Narva programme:
Bilaspur, Surajpur districts selected for National Water Award

OUR CORRESPONDENT

RAIPUR: The state of Chhat-
tisgarh has achieved another
major achievement under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel. The Central
Government will award the
Chief Minister's Narva pro-
gram. Bilaspur district of the
state for the works done for the
renovation of the river/drains
and Surajpur district for the
water conservation work, was
ranked first among the best dis-
tricts in the country for works
done in two years, under the
Narva programme by the Min-
istry of Water Power, Govern-
ment of India.

The National Water Award
for the year 2019 will be given
to both the districts for the con-
servation and promotion of
water sources by the Ministry
of Water Power of the Central
Government. Bilaspur district
has been selected for the first

prize at the national level in
the East Under Revival of River
category and Surajpur district
in the East Under Water Con-
servation category. The award
will be given in the month of
November,

It is worth mentioning that
with the formation of new

government in the state, Chief =

Minister Bhupesh Baghel has
given a new life to the rural
economy of the state with
the vision of saving the four
icons of Chhattisgarh, Narva,
Garuva, Ghurwa and Bari',
Under Narva programme,
an important component of the
ambitious Suraji village scheme
of Chhattisgarh government,
a large number of rivers and
drains are being conserved and
promoted in all districts of the
state. With this, availability
of drinking water is ensured,
development of irrigation
resources, recharge of ground
water is being done giving a

new life to the rural economy.

Under the Narva pro-
gramme, 47 structures were
constructed in various rivers
and drains in Bilaspur dis-
trict and 17.508 million cubic
meters of water-logging capac-
ity was created and up to 152
kilometers, water availabil-
ity was ensured in rivers and
drains. With this, 49 small res-
ervoir schemes are under con-
struction in the district which
will create 48.53 million cubic

meters of water logging capac-
ity. Due to this, water will be
filled in 181 km long river and
drains.

The total length of the 13
main rivers and drains and
local drains flowing in Bilaspur
district is 2352.56 km. In this,
the Water Resources Depart-
ment has constructed one large,
one medium and 165 small
reservoirs and 117 anicut. The
Water Resources Department
has revived a total of 1146.90
km of rivers and drains. 284
structures have been built in
these river-channels, out of
which 13 in Kharang River, 5
in Shivnath, 13 in Lilagar, 17
in Arpa, 12 in Son River, 8 in
Maniyari River, 12 in Ghu-
lagha Nala, 5 in Gokna Nala.
Small reservoirs and anicuts
have been constructed at Tun-
gan Nala, 3 at Narmada Nala,
3 at Champi Nala, 4 at Alan
Nala, 5 at Jevas Nala and 181
at local drains.

Similarly, the Dabri Mahab-
hiyan program was launched
to conserve water in Surajpur
district and raise the level of
ground water. In which struc-
tures like Loose Boulder Check
Dam were constructed to revive
the beneficiary-oriented Dabri,
the well-known small drains in
addition to the well. About 7
thousand Dabri and 4200 wells
have been built in the last two
years under the Dabri Mahab-
hiyan. In this, about 18 thou-
sand acres of land was irrigated
and farmers started taking
crops twice a year. Apart from
this, the work of reviving small
and large drains was started in
the last two years. Structures
like 29 earthen dams, 57 stop
dams, 10 under-ground dykes
and 10,000 contour trenches
were constructed, due fo which
irrigation potential has been
increased in about 12 thousand
hectare land and underground
water level has also increased.
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