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Ganga canal closure may
lead to water crisis in city

MS Nawaz | tun

Haridwar: Delhi-NCR conti-
nues to face acute water cri-
sis due to closure of Upper
Ganga Canal (UGC) till Di-
wali for the annual mainte-
nance. The UGC provides
around 11,500 cusec water
each day, out of :
which 500 cusee
is provided to
Delhi region per
day to meet the
drinking water
demand.

Each year, the
UGC is closed by
the Uttar Pra-
desh irrigation
department for cleaning the
silt from the canal. However,
the closure time may be ex-
tended this year as the work
for construction of banks is
also going on in wake of
the 2021 Kumbh Mela, sche-
duled to start early next vear.
Since the British era, the
UGC has been closed from

CUSECS OF WATER

PROVIDED TO DELHI
PER DAY TO MEET
THE DRINKING
WATER DEMAND

Dussehra to Diwali to clear
the sand deposits that get ac-
cumulated in the canal.

Afew yearsago, thecapaci-

ty of the canal was increased
from 11,500 cusec to 13,000 cu-
sec butmost of the time the ca-
nal flows with a capacity of
11,500 cusec. However, every
year, the canal was
closed for only 20 da-
ys for yearly clea-
ning, but thistime it
has been closed
from October 15 to
MNovember 14 (30 da-
ys)on the request of
the Uttarakhand go-
vernment to comp-
lete the Kumbh Me-
1a 2021 works which were pen-
dingdue to lockdown.
. Sub-divisional officer (ca-
nal) Vikrant Kumar told TOI,
“This year, we have increased
the time frame as the Kumbh
administration asked us to
close the canal earlier for 21
days, but dueto lockdown that
plan was postponed.”
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Govt: 2.5 cr rural homes get
tap water; Telangana tops

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

OVER 2.5 crore rural households
have been provided tap connec-
tions under the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) since it started in
2019, with Telangana and Bihar
emerging as leading states,
shows data available with the Jal
Shakti Ministry.

The J]MM aims at providing a
functional household tap con-
nection to every rural household
by 2024. Goa has become the
first state in the country to pro-
vide a tap connection to all rural
households, Union Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said Tuesday:.

The data available on the
mission dashboard shows that
Telangana is the top performing
state in terms of providing tap

state in terms of providing tap
connections to a maximum pro-
portion (69.56 per cent) of rural
households, providing about 38
lakh tap connections.

Bihar, which is at second
place, has covered 54.38 per cent
of rural households, followed by
Goa (24.3 per cent), Mizoram
(23.19 per cent), Haryana (21.12

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

per cent), Manipur (20.78 per
cent), Himachal Pradesh (19.99
per cent), Maharashtra(15.4 per
cent), Uttarakhand (14.97 per
cent), and J&K (14.94 per cent).
West Bengal is at the bottom
of the list of 32 states and Union
territories, covering only 1.44 per
cent of rural households since
the start of the mission. The oth-
ers at the bottom of the list are
Karnataka (1.4 per cent), Kerala
(1.78 per cent), Ladakh (2.25 per

(1.78 per cent), Ladakh (2.25 per
cent), Assam (3.39 per cent),
Jharkhand (3.36 per cent) and
Rajasthan(3.69 per cent), among
others.

Shekhawat said. “In the 14
months after launch, we have
been successful in giving 2.55
crore new tap connections dur-
ing global pandemic.”



GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR, NOVEMBER 3

FOUR MONTHS after floating an
Expression of Interest (Eol) and
subsequent allotment of work
orders to the tune of Rs 10,000
crore, the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has suddenly cancelled it
following complaints of irregu-
larities. The state Cabinet de-
cided to cancel the entire allot-
ment process three days after a
Chief Secretary-led committee
was tasked with studying these
complaints.

“The Cabinet has decided to
cancel the entire tender life mis-
sion (EOI) and take action as di-
rected by the Government of
India,” an October 26 statement
from the government said. On
October 23, representatives of
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Chhattisgarh cancels Rs 10,000-crore
work orders under Jal Jeevan mission

local contractors had ap-
proached the Chief Minister’s
Office, claiming more work had
been allotted to “outsiders”, fol-
lowing which Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel announced the
setting up of a three-member
committee chaired by the Chief
Secretary.

Of the over 1,300 companies
which were allotted works, 13
companies were awarded work
orders worth over Rs 100 crore
each. The three biggest orders
were to Jain Irrigation (Rs 933.34
crore), JMC Projects (Rs 722.78
crore) and Patel Engineering (Rs
606.81 crore).

When asked about the
Chhattisgarh government deci-
siontocancel the tenders under
Jal Jeevan Mission, Union Jal
Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said, “Water being

CM Bhupesh Baghel
announced the setting up
of a committee to probe
complaints of irregularities
inallotments.

the state subject, the planning,
implementation, operation and
maintenance is to be done by the
state. So, it is primarily, and ulti-
mately state subject; they will
have to take care of their spend-
ing, working, implementation

and maintenance.”

Under the Jal Jeewan
Mission, more than 41 lakh rural
families in the state were to get
Functional Household Tap
Connectiontill September 2023,
In Chhattisgarh, only 10 percent
of the rural families in the state
have a household tap connection
as per government records. Over
20 lakh connections were to be
builtin 2020-2021,sources in the
state government said.

Theworks allotted to ensure
100 per cent tapconnections in-
cluded building water tanks, lay-
ing pipelines, civil works, tap
connection, water purification,
pumping equipment, and fluo-
ride removal, in more than 8,000
gram panchayats, amounting to
Rs 10,5159 crore.

In a recent mid-term review
of the Jal Jeewan mission in the

state, the Union Ministry of Jal
Shakti had said Chhattisgarh was
allocated Rs 445.52 crore in
2020-21 Further, under 15th
Finance Commission Grants to
rural local bodies, it was allo-
cated Rs 1,454 crore in 2020-21,
50 per cent of which is manda-
torily to be utilised on drinking
water supply and sanitation
activities.

The Opposition BJP has ac-
cused the state government of
trying to "siphon” funds ear-
marked for the mission. BJP
leader Chandrakant Sahu wrote
to Shekhawat requesting that
funds be handed over to gram
panchayat bodies. Leader of
Opposition Dharamlal Kaushik
has demanded action against the
perpetrators of “irregularities”
that led to cancellation of the
tender.
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JAL JEEVAN MISSION

States with ‘poor show’ may
face fund cut: Shekhawat

DHIRENDRA KUMAR

NEW DELHI: In a move
aimed at creating a “healthy
competition” among the states
for better implementation
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modis flagship Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion, Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat on
Tuesday warned the states with
“poor show” in the implemen-
tation of Har Ghar Jal Yojna
that the funds allocated to them
would be transferred to other
performing states.

The Union Minister
unveiled his “carrot and stick”
policy to give a boost to imple-
mentation of Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion across the county during a
review meeting with state min-
isters and officials in-charge of
water departments. Notably,
the scheme aims to provide tap
water connection to all rural
household by 2024.

While talking to report-

ers about the findings of the
review meeting, Shekhawat
said, “West Bengal, whose per-
formance over the implemen-
tation of the Jal Jeevan Mission
was termed as “dismal” by the
ministry last week, did not
attend the meeting.”

Haryana CM ML Khattar
and Tripura CM Biplab Deb
were present at the meeting.

“Our political commit-
ments could be different but

the enthusiasm the states have
shown in implementation
of the Jal Jeevan Mission is
extraordinary,” he said.
Shekhawat said that since
the mission was launched in
August last year, 2.55 crore
households have been pro-
vided tap water connections.
“Despite the pandemic, states
have performed well,” he said,
adding that Goa has already
achieved the target of provid-

ing tap water connections to
all rural household.

“Telangana, Puducherry,
Gujarat, Haryana and Him-
achal Pradesh are among the
states that have shown a good
pace in implementation of the
mission,” he said.

“The 15th Finance Com-
mission has allocated Rs 30,375
crore as ‘tied grant’ in 2020-21
for critical sectors like supply
of drinking water, rain water
harvesting and water recycling.
Rural local bodies are being
urged to utilise the grant on
water and sanitation activities
in villages,” the minister said.

The total mission outlay is
Rs 3.6 lakh crore, of which the
central share is 2,08 lakh crore,

Hailing the performance
of Delhi government, Shekha-
wat admitted that even though
there are ideological and polit-
ical differences with the Delhi
government, the state had per-
formed better.
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Spectre of drought
looms large over HP

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, NOVEMBER 3
With September recording 77
per cent deficient rainfall
and October remaining
almost dry, a spectre of
drought looms large over
Himachal Pradesh.

The prolonged dry spell
has affected the sowing of
early varieties of Rabi crops,
mainly wheat, and the situa-
tion could worsen if rains
continued to elude the hill
state for some more days.

“The sowing of crops won't
be possible till there is suffi-
cient moisture in the soil
The production is bound to
fall by 5 to 10 per cent. The
situation is worrisome,” said
NK Badhan, state Agricul-
ture Department Director.

An official said the dry spell
could also take a toll on cauli-
flower and cabbage crops,
which were at transplantation
stage. These crops are grown
over 10,000 hectares-5.200
cauliflower and 4.800 cab-
bage-mainly in Kullu, Mandi
and upper Shimla region.

Rabisowing hitas Sept
sees 77% rain deficit,
Octgoes almost dry

Besides wheat and vegetables,
barley, pulses, mustard and
linsed are among the other
crops grown in Himachal dur-
ing the Rabi season. The
decline in temperature too
could damage the crops, said
agriculture experts.

The winter, meanwhile, has
already set in tribal areas of
Lahaul and Spiti and Kin-
naur districts, causing a
sharp decline in the mini-

mum temperature.



Centre lauds Himachal’s
bid toimplement
Jal Jeevan Mission

HP jal =ﬁah1| minister Manender Singh Thakur during a virtus

meeting with Union jal shaktl mimister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat. in Shimila on Tuesday. EHE

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, 3 NOVEMEER

Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
o Tuesday appreciaed the
Himachal Pradesh govern-
ment over implementation
ofthe Tal Jeevan Mission to
i:m'.ride- tap water (o every
cusehald in the state.

Aftera virtual meeting with
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
State Jal Shakti minister
Mahender Singh Thakur
informed that the Union
Minister reviewed the work

provide 1) percent cover-
age for Una district and
Kinnaur by Decembser 2020,
Bilaspur, Hamirpur and
Solan by June 2021, Mandi
and Kangra by March 2022
and Shimla, Sirmaur, Cham-
ba and Kullu by July 2022,"
he added.

He further stated that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had started a campeign
on 2 October to provide
drinking water through pipes
within 100 days to schools,
Angamwadi and Ashramsha-
la.
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under Jal Jeevan Mission” and
appreciated the govern-
ment'’s efforts which is a
matterof pride for the state,

“Works under Jal Jeevan
Mission are being done on
priority basis and efforts are
being made 1o make tap
water available to every
househald in the State.

During the half-yearly
review meeting. a target has
been set to provide functional
household taps to 2.66 lakh
households in this financial
vear =0 that those villages
which havemore than 70 per-
cent coverage are provided
with water supply in every
household,” he said,

Thakur said during the
current financial vear, 100
percent working household
taps have been made avail-
able in Lahaul Spiti district
and in 5,061 villages of the
state.

Further, a target has been
set in this financial year to
provide 10d percent func-
tional household taps in
LUna and Kinnaur districts.

“Sex far, 100 percent fune-
tional howsehold taps have
been made available at
Kandaghat in Solan district,
Pooh in Kinnaur district,
Spiti and Lahaul develap-
ment hlocks of the district.

Target has been fixed to

O aftotal 16,889 schoals
in the state, 16,476 schoaols
hawve heen provided drink-
ing water facilities and the
wark of ensuring drinking
water supply (o the remain-
ing 411 schoolsis in progress,

O af total 18,925 Angan-
wadi centers in the state,
18,533 have been provided
drinking water facilities, he
said.

“47 water testing labo-
ratories have been set up by
the department (o ensure
water guality in the state. 5o
fiar, abeousr 40 thousamd tests
have been conducted in
these laboratories.

To further strengthen
the water gquality laborato-
ry system, construction of
astate level lahoratory has
been started and 9 sub-
divisional labswill be set up
in far-reaching areas. The
department has also pro-
vided a drinking water facil-
ity at the highest place in
Tashigung. This year all state
level laboratories will be
accredived by NABL.

It esrder to ensure pul-
lic community participa-
tion, the Village Water San-
itation Committes has been
formed in 2008 panchayats
as per the guidelines of the
Jal Jeevan Mission,” he
added.
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