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The retreating monsoon created a deep
depression over the west-central Bay of
Bengal which weakened as it moved
over coastal States, resulting in heavy
downpours over several districts of
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Maharash-
tra, and Odisha. The heavy downpours
for a week created a flood-like
situation in these States, which were
already weighed down by the coron-
avirus pandemic.

The massive flood-like situation in
these States put additional fiscal pres-
sure on the economy and crippled it.
Thousands of hectares of agricultural
land were flooded, and most of the rabi
crops are damaged, Mid-October is the
peak season for harvesting soybean,
paddy and other vegetable crops. The
question of lives and livelihood is a
matter of deep concern for small and
marginal farmers as well as the socio-
economically disadvantaged sections
of society.

According to the Ministry of Home
Affairs, in 2019, it was estimated that
around 496 human lives, 7,102 livestock
and around 5.99 lakh houses were dam-
aged besides crops were affected in 4.01
lakh hectares due to flood and rain-re-
lated events.

Farms Most Vulnerable
It is found that floods mainly affect agri-
culture and its allied sectors, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka and Ma-
harashtra are the major agricultural
States with multi-crop diversity in an
agriculture season, Around 68.84% of
the population lives in rural areas and
around 31% in urban areas (Census 2011).
The percentage of the rural population
of these States is higher than other
States, excluding Maharashtra, which
has an average of about 70%.
Agriculture and allied activities con-
tributed the largest share to the gross
State domestic product (GSDP), and a
majority of people are directly or indi-

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Telangana Today 13-November-2020

|: Lives and Livelihood :|

Flood of problems for farmers

The Central government does not have any strategy to help marginal farmers hit by floods in many States

DISASTERS CONTINUE TO COMPOUND FARMERS'
MISERY DESPITE INDIA BEING A SIGNATORY TO
SENDAI FRAMEWORK FOR DISASTER RISK
REDUCTION, SDGs AND PARIS AGREEMENT
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rectly dependent on this sector for em-
ployment, as per the government report
of 2018-19. The unexpected rains and
floods created uncertainties for agricul-
ture activities such as sowing, plantation
and breeding, automatically washing out
crops and farmland.

Women Hard Hit
Another important aspect is the impact
it has on women, Women are the most
vulnerable section of society during a
flood or in the context of any disaster.
All the household work as well as agri-
cultural activities are mostly done by
women, Households headed by a female
often depend on agriculture for their
livelihoods, mostly the socially- disad-
vantaged sections like the SCs and the
STs. According to Census 2011, around
25% and 13% respectively in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, while around
16% SC and 17% ST in Karnataka and 16%
SCand14% ST households in Maharash-
traare headed by a female member.,
These households are considered as
the most vulnerable members of the
community from the socio-economic
point of view. However, women are
mostly viewed as agricultural labourers
rather than farmers, They undertake
agricultural operations such as sowing,
plantation, weeding and harvesting.
‘Women are employed as agricultural
labourers and often paid less than men
for the same work. Along with agricul-
tural activities, they also perform do-
mestic work such as cooking, cleaning

il

and raising children and are involved in
subsistence farming mainly for family
consumption. The women are always
running from pillar to post for livelihood
during a crisis like a flood. They are
also engaged as casual workers in
such circumstances.

Livestock Population
Livestock rearing is one of the most im-
portant economic activities for rural
areas, It is found that livestock is an im-
portant tool for livelihood transforma-
tion and women empowerment. How-
ever, decrease in livestock population
due to floods is a common occurrence.
Livestock also contributes signifi-
cantly to the national economy. It has
generated regular income for small and
marginal farmers and is also a safety net
for landless farmers or social-economi-
cally marginal sections of people. Apart
from providing regular income, live-
stock is also a better alternative source
of nutrition in the form of meat, egg,
milk, and milk-based products. There-
fore, livestock is an additional alterna-
tive source of income and nutritional se-
curity for a majority of households.
The poor and marginal sections rear
smaller livestock like goat, sheep, pigs,
chicken and ducks, while better-off
farmers rear cattle, buffalo and horses.
According to the Department of Animal
Husbandry and Fisheries, poultry
population is around 320.8 million and
cattle 33,5 million (Livestock Census,
2019). The early flood situation

washed out almost all the poultry and
livestock, thereby affecting the lives of
these people.

No Strategic Plan

The present government at the Centre
does not have any strategic plan to tackle
flood situations in these States. On the
other hand, State governments are busy
with the pandemic and its management,
while the loss of lives, crops, and live-
stock continued for a couple of weeks,
There is an acute shortage of food and a
latge number of animals are dying with-
out grass and fodder.

It’s ironic that such disasters com-
pound the misery of the people despite
India being a signatory to the three
frameworks — Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction, Sustainable
Development Goals and the Paris Agree-
ment — to reduce the disaster risk vul-
nerability in a sustainable manner. To
control the flood risk, the State govern-
ments should collaborate with agencies
like civil society organisations and other
stakeholders so as to come up with bet-
ter flood management plans, Besides, lat-
est technologies to forecast flood for
monitoring reservoirs or rainfall data on
a real-time basis could be one of the so-
lutions for mitigating losses and better
flood management.

(DrKalu Naik is a Research Associate

at ICAR—National Institute of
Agricultural Economics and

Policy Research, Arun Kumnar is a Senior
Research Fellow at the Institute)
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"Host of options available
to make development of hydro
power economically viable’

SHIMLA: The increasing
thrust on Solar power devel-
opment in India as a means
of economically and environ-
mentally more viable option
is perhaps relegating hydro
power development to the back
burner. The union government
aims at harnessing more than
one lac MW of Solar power in
the country during the next five
years, said Nand Lal Sharma,
Chairman and Managing
Director of public sector SJVN
Limited here today. As a mea-
sure to achieve the target, solar
power in the country is being
harnessed by developing large
solar parks at potential places
and implementing the projects
at competitive tariff based bid-
ding, he said.

With the reducing cost of
solar power at a tariff of around
Rs 2.7 a unit, the other sources
of power generation are being
considered economically less
viable, he explained. Hydro
power which had long been
considered as the most envi-
ronment friendly source is per-
haps also losing its sheen owing
to the high cost of implemen-
tation and the resultant cost of
power atleast during the initial
years of operations, he told.

However there are still
a host of options of making
hydro power development
competitive and economically
viable, he told.

Relating the innovative
approach of reducing cost of
hydro power development in
respect of their 210 MW Luhri
stage-1 and 66 MW Dhaula-
sidh hydro power projects in
Himachal Pradesh and further
receiving investment approv-
als of the government of India
recently, Sharma told how
the levelised tariff had been
brought down to Rs 4.06 a unit
and Rs 4. 46 a unit for the two
projects respectively from Rs 6
to Rs 7 a unit estimated earlier.

The government of India
as well as the government of
Himachal Pradesh, he told,

had accorded all the neces-
sary approvals which helped
bringing down cost of imple-
menting these projects to Rs
1810.56 crore for the 210 MW
Luhari-1 and Rs 687 crore for
the 66 MW Dhaulasidh hydro
power projects.

While SJVN had been suc-
cessful in substantially nego-
tiating the cost of land, which
hitherto was one of the major
cost of the project, with land
owners, the government of
Himachal Pradesh too had
accepted the company’s pro-
posal of partially deferring the
benefits of free power as well as
reducing the State GST to half
in respect of power compo-
nents for the projects. Instead
of getting flat 12 percent free
power from the projects,
Sharma told, the state govern-
ment will now get 4 percent
free power during the initial
10 Years followed by 8 percent
during the next 15 years and
12 percent during the remain-
ing life of the projects estimated
at 40 years and 25 percent
beyond. The government of
India too had extended special
incentives for the hydro power
projects, he told. Hydro power
buying, he said, had been made
mandatory for the DISCOMS
while support of meeting cost
of infrastructural development
for the projects was also being
made.

SJVN targets to compete
implementation of these two
projects within the allocated
time frame and costs.

SIVN has also taken up two
solar power projects in Gujarat
on competitive tariff of Rs 2.80
and Rs 2.73 a unit. The com-
pany is already operating 6.91
MW of Solar Plants. MPOST
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Hindbustan Times

A man steers his boat surrounded by the polluted waters of the Yamuna, which was covered in toxic
foam on Thursday, while the Caprtal city continues to grapple with high levels of air pollution. AFP
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Notices served to State govt

on Kaleshwaram Project

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

THE High Court Chief Justice bench
heard a plea on Kaleshwaram project
filed by Telangana Engineers Forum
convenor D Laxminarayana who chal-
lenged the transfer of 3 tmc ft water
through a pump line system. The peti-
tioner contended that the transfer of wa-
ter through pump line system would
place an additional burden of Rs 8,000
crore on the State government. More-
over, upto 2 tme ft of water has been di-
verted through the canal gravitational
tunnel and lift system so far.

The petitioner contended that the
maintenance cost is Rs 1,000 crore every
year. If the 3 tmc ft pipeline is moved,
there will be problems with the land ac-
quisition as well as electricity. The peti-

tioner told the court that the 3 tme ft
pipeline evacuation should be done
through the old method.The petitioner
informed the court that the National
Green Tribunal had directed the State
government not to construct the project
in Telangana without the permission of
the Central Water Commission. The pe-
titioner alleged that 2 tme ft of water has
so far been diverted through the canal
gravitational tunnel and lift system. Fur-
ther, the work from Medi Gadda to
Kaleshwaram project was done through
canals.

After hearing the arguments of the pe-
titioner counsel, the CJ bench issued no-
tices to the State government, Kalesh-
waram Chief Engineer, Principal
Secretary Irrigation Department, Min-
istry of Water Resources, Minister of En-
vironment, Forest and Climate Change.
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