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Snowfall likely in J&K, Ladakh

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 13
Moderate to heavy snow-
fall is expected in Jammu
and Kashmir in the next
few davs as per the local
weather office.

An advisory issued by
the local weather office
said, “Secattered to fairly
widespread precipitation
is very likely to occur over
J&K and Ladakh between
November 14 and 15."7

The advisory said air and
surface traffic was likely
to get disrupted during

this period. The traffic dis-
ruption was likely to hit
the Srinagar-Jammu, Sri-
nagar-Leh highways and
the Mughal road that con-
nects the Valley with the
Jammu division.

The authorities have
issued warnings for peo-
ple living in higher reach-
&5 to avoid movement dur-
ing this period  as
landslides can occur at
such places.

Except for scanty
rain/snow in the higher

reaches, J&K has been
experiencing an unusual
dry spell during the last
four months with hardly
any precipitation occur-
ring in the hinterland.

All rivers, lakes, streams
and springs in the Kash-
mir valley are flowing at
their lowest level because
of the dry spell. It is
expected that the perenni-
al water reservoirs in the
mountains  would get
replenished by the expect-
ed snowfall. — TANS
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Flood-hit families
await relief: Uttam

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC)
president N Uttam Kumar
Reddy on Friday con-
demned the State govern-
ment for not helping the
residents of Osman Nagar
in Maheshwaram Assembly
constituency which re-
mained inundated even a
month after the heavy rains
and floods.

Uttam Kumar Reddy, ac-
companied by senior Con-
gress leaders, visited
Osman Nagar and sur-
rounding areas and inter-
acted with the affected fam-
ilies. Later, speaking to the
media, he said that nearly
610 houses were inundated
and the civic authorities did
nothing to help the affected
families. “It is a shame on
the State government that
even one month after the

excess rains, thousands of
houses are submerged in
Hyderabad. It is really inhu-
man that no relief or food-
grains have been supplied
by the government to the
flood ravaged residents of
Osman Nagar,” he said.

He said it was unfortu-
nate that Education Minis-
ter Sabitha Indira Reddy
failed to help flood victims
despite Osman Nagar
falling in her constituency.
“Several localities in Hyder-
abad did not receive any
help from the State govern-
ment, TRS and MIM leaders
have swindled more than
half of Rs 550 crore which
the State government
claims to have spent on
flood relief,” he alleged, crit-
icising MIM chief Asadud-
din Owaisi for not helping
the residents of Osman
Nagar., He demanded the
government take steps to
drain flooded areas.
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Govt’s nod to 34,382cr as
calamity relief to 6 states

New Delhi, Nov. 13: A
high-level committee,
headed by Union home
minister Amit Shah, has
approved the release of
nearly 74,382 crore to six
states as central assis-
tance for the natural
calamities they faced this
yvear.

The funds will be
released to West Bengal,
Odisha, Karnataka, MP,
Maharashtra and Sikkim
as assistance for the dam-
age caused by cyclone,
floods and landslides dur-
ing the year,

The high-level commit-
tee has approved addi-

tional Central assistance
of ¥4,381.88 crore to six
states from the National
Disaster Response Fund,
a statement by the home
ministry said.

For eyelone “Amphan™,
¥2.707.77 crore has been
approved for West Bengal
and 12823 crore for
Odisha.,

For cyclone “Nisarga”,
2268.59 crore has been
approved for Mahar-ash-
tra. For floods and land-
slides during the south-
west monsoon, I577.84
crore has been approved
for Karnataka. — PTT

= More on Page 3
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® For cyclone Amphan, 32,707cr approved

Govt nod to 34,382 crore
as calamity aid to 6 states

New Delhi, Nov. 13: A
high-level committee,
headed by Union home
minister Amit Shah, has
approved the release of
nearly 4,382 crore to six
states as central assis
tance for the natural
calamities they faced this
year.

The funds will be
released to West Bengal,
(Odisha, Karnataka, MP
Maharashtra and Sikkim
as assistance for the dam-
age caused by cyvclone,
floods and landslides dur-
ing the year:

The high-level commit-
tee has approved addition-
al Central assistance of
T4,381.88 crore to six
states from the National
Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF), a statement by
the home ministry said.

For cyclone “Amphan”,
22,707.77 crore has been
approved for West Bengal
and 128.23 crore for
Odisha.

For evclone “Nisarga”,
7268.59 crore has been

IN ALL THE six states,
the govt had :lelzuted
Inter-Ministerial Central
Teams immediately
after the calamities,
without waiting for the
receipt of memorandum
from the affected states

For cyclone ‘Nisarga’,
1268.59 crore has been
approved for Maha

approved for
Maharashtra. For floods
and landslides during the
southwest Monsoon,
¥577.84 crore has been
approved for Karnataka,
2611.61 crore for Madhya
Pradesh, and ¥87.84 crore
for Sikkim.

In the aftermath of
cvelone “Amphan”, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had visited the affected
states of West Bengal and
Odisha on May 22,

As announced by the
Prime Minister, financial
assistance of 71.000 crore

was released for West
Bengal and #3500 crore for
Odisha, in advance, on
May 23 for immediate
relief activities in the two
states,

In addition, the Prime
Minister had also
announced ¥2 lakh ex-gra-
tia for the next of kin of
the dead and 250,000 for
the injured, which was
over and above the ex-gra-
tia provided through the
State Disaster Response
Fund (SDRF) and the
NDRF, the statement said.

In all the six states, the
Central government had
deputed Inter-Ministerial
Central Teams (IMCTs)
immediately after the
calamities, without wait-
ing for the receipt of
memorandum from the
affected states.

In addition, during the
financial year 2020-21, till
date, the central govern-
ment has released
215,524.43 crore to 28
states from the SDRF, the
statement added. — PTT
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Typhoon leaves high water,
mud in Philippines, 30 dead

3.8 mn households in metropolitan Manila, outlying provinces lost power

Manila, Nov. 13: Thick
mud and debris coated
many villages around the
Philippine capital on
Friday after a typhoon
caused extensive flooding
that sent people fleeing to
their roofs and killed at
least 39 people. Thousands
of people have been res-
cued, though waters have
mostly receded.

The military was rescu-
ing people in places where
waters remained high.
Amphibious assault vehi-
cles usually used in count-
er-insurgency operations
were deployed for the res-
cue work, military chief of
staff  General Gilbert
Gapay said in an emer-
gency meeting with disas-
ter-response officials.

“We'll continue to look
for the missing, help in
damage assessment,”
Gapay said. He reported 39
deaths and 32 other people
missing. Typhoon Vamco
passed north of Manila
between Bulacan and
Pampanga provinces
overnight Wednesday and
early Thursday, toppling
power poles and trees and

damaging homes. More
than 3,350,000 people had
been evacuated to safety,
mainly residents fleeing
vulnerable coastal and
low-lying areas before the
typhoon hit. Philippine
National Police said more

than 1,00,000 people had
been rescued, including
41,000 in the capital
region. At least 3.6 million
households lost power in
metropolitan Manila and
outlying provinces, but
crews have restored elec-
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A resident uses a dust pan to shovel away muddy water next to debris in front of her flood-
damaged home in a residential area in Marikina City, suburban Manila, on Friday.

— AFP

tricity in many areas and
power was expected to be
fully restored in about
three days.

Government offices were
closed and classes suspen-
ded for public schools on
Friday. Vamco hit the Phil-

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL
Police said more than
1,00,000 people had been
rescued, including 41,000
in the capital region.

TENS OF THOUSANDS
of people remain dis-
placed. The Philippines is
hit by about 20 typhoons
and tropical storms each
year and also had active
seismic faults and volca-
noes, making it one of the
world's most disaster-
prone countries.

ippines on the heels of Ty-
phoon Goni, one of the st-
rongest typhoons in the
world this year, which left
more than 30 people dead
or missing and damaged or
destroyed 2,70,000 houses.
Tens of thousands of pe-
ople remain displaced.
The Philippines is hit by
about 20 typhoons and
tropical storms each year
and also had active seis-
mic faults and volcanoes,

making it one of the
world’s most disaster-
prone countries. —AP
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Uma slams govt
over reduction in
Polavaram dam height

Alleges that CM Jagan is colluding with his TS counterpart
and acting against the interests of AP farmers

HANS NEWS SERVICE
MANGALAGIRI

FORMER Minister and senior
TDP leader Devineni Uma Ma-
heswara Rao on Friday strongly
objected to the YSRCP govern-
ment’s plan to reduce the height
of Polavaram Project from 45.72
metres to 41.15 metres in utter
disregard for the long-standing
water needs of all the 5 crore
people of the State.

He demanded that the gov-
ernment retain the dam height
at 150 ft as per the previous de-
sign so that it would be possible
for storing 194 tmecft of water. A
higher level dam would also help
in the grand plan to interlink
various rivers in the State in or-
der to augment both irrigation
and drinking water to every
nook and corner of the State
from North Andhra to Ray-
alaseema.

Addressing a press conference
here, Uma deplored that the Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy’s regime was
hell bent on destroying the orig-
inal design of Polavaram just to
get short-term political gains
without foreseeing the future
problems for the people. The re-
duction of dam height was pro-
posed with the ulterior motive
to decrease the burden of com-
pensation package to the project
evacuees from Rs 27,000 crore
to Rs 3,500 crore. If this hap-
pens, it would cause permanent
harm to the water rights of AP
people for all generations to
come.

Uma recalled that the previ-
ous Chandrababu Naidu govern-
ment convinced the Central gov-
ernment and got approval from
the Union Jal Shakti Ministry,
the Technical Advisory Commit-
tee and the Central Water Com-
mission for an estimated cost of
Rs 55,548 crore. But now Jagan
and his Lok Sabha 22 MPs were
not doing anything to safeguard
the interests of AP farmers and
people by fighting with the Cen-
tre on Polavaram funds.

On the other hand, Vijayasai
Reddy and other YSRCP MPs
went on a special flight to New
Delhi only to get the Centre to
act against their party rebel MP.
Jagan Reddy was extending his
support to the BJP in Rajya
Sabha only to save himself from
his cases but not to get
Polavaram funds, he said.

Expressing doubts over Ja-
gan Reddy’s secret deals, Uma
said that the CM of the neigh-
bouring State (TS) K Chan-
drashekar Rao said on the floor
of his State Assembly itself
that Polavaram dam height
should be reduced and that AP
was also favourable for that.
“Now, it became clear how Ja-
gan Reddy was colluding with
the neighbouring State to
harm the interests of AP farm-
ers,” Uma said. The AP CM's
lack of commitment reflected
in the fact that he was not ad-
dressing a single press confer-
ence on Polavaram or any
other major issue since he
came to power, he added.
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Silent protest to save lakes

MEGHNA NATH Members

of NGOstryto several occasions we raised the issue

HYDERABAD " draw the attention of the and promises were made by authorities,
authorities to the needto Ut nothing has happened yet,” said

W e btetan ol Rt e, . e

neglect of city lakes, green activists on
Friday held a novel demonstration at

Annarayani Cheruvu and
Raa Cheruvu on the eve

Prashanth, a volunteer of Helping

Hands Humanity, based in Boduppal.
“So, we decided to organise a silent

protest on the lakes bunds by lighting

knampur lake,

different lakes. Holding diyas, at least of Diwali Diyas. There are around 50 volunteers

three teams representing different
NGOs tried to draw the attention of the au-

-~

ra

thorities to the need to revive Neknampur
lake, Annarayani Cheruvu and Raa Cheruvu
on the eve of Diwali.

Social activists Prashanth and Madhulika
Choudhary along with over hundred volun-
teers organised a silent protest by lighting
candles and diyas at these three lakes. They
explained that their intention was to wake up
the authorities and spread awareness about
the present condition of the lakes amongst
general public.

“We have been fighting for years so that An-
narayani Cheruvu at Nagaram and Raa
Cheruvu at Boduppal to get cleaned up and
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Launching soon...

even after the recent flood there seems to be

who are supporting us in this mission. It is a sym-
bolic protest to enlighten the people and authorities
who are yet to wake up for the protection of na-
ture,” he added.

For the past four years, the NGO,

@ ELRESTLEY  Dhruvansh, has been protecting the
of enlightenment Neknampur lake near Taramati
and, hence, the Baradari as it is a biodiversity
demonstration to hotspot. There was a temporary
bring the issue to maintenance shed near lake that had

no action from the officials. Being members of NGO
Helping Hands Humanity, every Sunday along with
6 volunteers, we used to clean both the lakes and
its surrounding areas. The condition of the lake was
improving but now it has turned worst, as we had
stopped the works due to the current pandemic. On

the fore all the equipment for the improve-
ment. But on last Wednesday GHMC
razed it to the ground. There are many
permanent encroachments surrounding the lake,
but no action has been taken. “To highlight the issue
and condemn this act, along with 100 volunteers
we organized a silent protestin the lake by lighting
diyas,” said Madhulika Choudhary who heads Dhru-
vansh, Alkapur.
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