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Rain relief after Delhi
sets cracker ban afire

Jayashree Nandi and
Soumya Pillai

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Pollution levels
soared in the national capital on
Saturday night and early Sunday
as tens of thousands of people
defied the ban on firecrackers,
before providential winds blow-
ing in the right direction flushed
the pollutants out on Sunday,
with a smattering of rain in the
late afternoon and evening
washing everything down.

On Saturday and early Sun-
day, though readings from air
quality sensors across the city
showed a rapid rise in concen-
tration of harmful emissions,
before going on to surpass levels
seen during last year’s Diwali.

The average air quality index
rose from 414 at 4pm on Satur-
day toreach 435 on Sunday, with
PM2.5 and PMI0 emission con-
centration recording a sharp
spike that began at 6pm. Accord-
ing to the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board's emergency dash-
board, concentration PM2.5
went from 306ug/m3 at5pm to a
peak of 672 ug/m3 at 2am.
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The crackers just made
already bad air worse.

“This year air pollution levels
both during pre-Diwali and
Diwali day has been higher than
last year,” said a CPCB scientist.

-
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But then, the region had an
unexpected stroke of luck this
year. “Looking at the dispersion
of pollutants, this was the best
Diwali compared to the last four

years,” said an official. Ps
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RAINS ACROSS
S. GOAST, SEEMA
LIKELY TODAY

DC CORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATMNAM, NOV. 15

A trough in easterlies will
run from Comorin to South
Bay of Bengal and adjoining
west central Bay of Bengal
off Tamil Nadu and south
coastal Andhra Pradesh on
Sunday. Under its influence,
scattered to fairly widespread
rainfall accompanied by
thunderstorms are likely
over coastal Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Naidu and Puducherry.

In the last 24 hours,
Tirupati and Chennai
received 1 cm of rainfall
while many areas across the
coast and  Ravalaseema
remained cloudy. On Sunday,
Nellore received moderate
rains.

“The situation will remain
the same for the next three
days. Ravalaseema and south
coastal Andhra will receive
good rains,” said IMD direc-
tor at Amaravati, 5. Stella.
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Commuters drive amid rain in Jalandhar on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Rain brings cheer
to wheat growers
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A, KOVEME
nght rains d.!'Hﬂ I:hw‘udersl‘mv
ers at most places in the state
on Sunday brought cheer to
farmers, especially  wheat
growers who had sown their
crop without buming paddy
straw: It is also beneficial for
those whoare preparing to sow
wheat and other rabi crops.

Moreover, air pollution lev-
els are also likely to fall after
the state witnessed thou-
sands of incddents of burning
the paddy straw during the
current harvesting season.

Dr Jaswinder Singh Brar,
plant protection  officer,
Moga, said the widespread
rain was expected to boost
wheat crop sowing this sea-
son. An expected drop in the
minimum temperature dur-
ing November would help the
tempemture-sensitive wheat
crop, which needed cold con-
ditions to thrive.

Dr Brar said farmers who
had already sown wheat crop
a few weeks ago without
burning the paddy straw was
likely to benefit alot.

Dr Babwinder Singh, Chief
Agriculture Officer, Moga,
said, “The rain will not only
help inreducing the pressure

RELIEF FROM POLLUTION

Muktsar: The rain brought
a relief fram air pollution in
the district. Stubble burn-
ing incidents and burst-
ing of crackers on Satur-
day night had increased
the air pollution. Tas

on the goundwater but also
help in retaining soill mois-
ture. It will help reduce the
cost inputs. Even where
farmers are going for late
wheat sowing, the rain will be
of immense help to them.”
Bathinda: ERain lashed
parts of Bathinda and
Mansa distriets on Sunday.
Ag per Meteorology
Department officials, rain
was of mild to moderate
degree that lasted for
about 20 to 25 minutes in
some parts of the region.
Meanwhile, residents in
Bathinda rued that even
mild rain that lasted for
half an hour resulted in
accumulation of rainwater
on city roads. They howey-
er, got much needed relief
from the air pollution
caused by burning of pad-
dv stubble lately, — TNS

Telangana Today 16-November-2020
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Special wing for
water bodies in city

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

A special wing will be setup
for protection and conser-
vation of water bodies in
Greater Hyderabad Munic-
ipal Corporation (GHMC)
limits, MA&UD Minister
KT Rama Rao said.

During a review meeting
with the officials from mu-
nicipal department on Sun-
day, Rao said the govern-
ment is coming up with an
action plan for water bodies
and nalas in GHMC limits
along with areas inside
Quter Ring Road.

The Minister said a spe-
cial wing headed by one of
the chief engineers from the
Irrigation departmentanda
special commissioner from
GHMC is being set up to
specially protect the water
bodies from encroachments
and also take up conserva-
tion activities.

Bringing in more coordi-
nation between depart-
ments, a task force with offi-
cials from HMWSSB,
HMDA, Revenue, Irrigation
departmtn, will be set up for
the development of lakes

KTR says itis being
set up to protect
water hodies from
encroachments and
to take up activities
for their conservation

and nalas. The Minister said
tougher laws will be incor-
porated on encroachments
of lakes and nalas in the new
GHMC Act and instructed
the officials to take up a de-
tailed study on all the lakes
and nalas in the GHMC lim-
its, keeping in mind the
damage caused by the re-
cent floods in Hyderabad
and neighbouring munici-
palities.

He asked the officials to
study the strengthening and
stabilizing of the bunds and
the municipal officials to
closely work with the irri-
gation department to take
up the study.

Mayor Bonthu Rammo-
han, Principal Secretaries
Arvind Kumar and Rajath
Kumar were present at the
meeting.

Telangana Today 16-November-2020
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More help to those hit
by pandemic, rain: KTR

Says left out flood victims can apply for relief through Mee Seva

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Municipal Administration
and Urban Development
Minister K'T Rama Rao said
the State government has
decided to extend help to
the people who had been
impacted first by the coron-
avirus-triggered lockdown
and later the heavy rains in
the State, particularly in the
State capital.

Speaking to the media
here on Saturday, Rama Rao
said Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao and other
Ministers discussed the im-
pact of Covid-19 pandemic
on the financial condition of
people, as well as the gov-
ernments at the Cabinet
meeting on Friday.

More help

“It was decided that some
more help should be ex-
tended to the people. Ac-
cordingly, the Chief Minis-
ter asked us take necessary
measures to give more relief
to the affected,” the Minister
said. The Minister said the

Minister K'T' Rama Rao speaking at a press meet on Sunday.

flood-affected families in
GHMC and 15 other adjoin-
ing municipalities who did
not receive the flood relief
of Rs 10,000 announced by
the State government, can
now get the aid by submit-
ting an application through
nearby Mee Seva centres,
On providing all relevant
details, the authorities will
verify their authenticity and
provide Rs 10,000 at their
doorstep or deposit the
amount in their bank ac-
counts,

The State government
disbursed more than Rs 470
crore to 4,75,871 families in

GHMC and adjoining mu-
nicipalities towards imme-
diate flood relief, “The Chief
Minister released Rs 550
crore to provide immediate
financial relief to the flood-
affected families. Nearly
five lakh flood-affected fam-
ilies are benefiting from the
gesture, We are giving an-
other opportunities to the
flood affected families who
did not receive the financial
relief announced by the
State government and ask-
ing them to avail the amount
by submitting an applica-
tion through Mee Seva cen-
tres,” Rama Rao added.
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Parliamentary panel
to mull int’l water
treaties next week

NEW DELHI: A parliamentary
committee will consider India's in-
ternational water treaties with
neighbouring countries next
week, including with China amid
less-than cordial relations be-
tween the two countries in the
wake of deadly clash between the
two armies in Galwan Valley in
eastern Ladakh in June. The com-
mittee will discuss issues related
to similar treaties with Pakistan,
Nepal and Bhutan regarding water
resource management as well as
flood management in India. » P10

The Hans 16-November-2020
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Anil denies reduction in
Polavaram project height

® Lambasts TDP chief and
former ministers for
making false propaganda
on the project

B Asserts that CM will dedicate
the project to the nation in
Dec2021atanycost

® Says the YSRCP govt is
completing all pending
projects on priority basis

HANS NEWS SERVICE
NELLORE__

WATER resources minister P
Anil Kumar Yadav accused for-
mer chief minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu of spreading
false news that the government
the government had decided to
reduce Polavaram irrigation
project’s height thus drastically
reducing its benefits.
Addressing the media at YS-
RCP office here on Sunday, he
stressed that there was no such
proposal and asked Naidu to
visit the project for measuring
its height. Chief Minister Y S Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy was going to
dedicate the project to the na-
tion in December 2021 at any
cost, he said adding the TDP

chlef along with his former min-
isters was making false propa-
ganda regarding the project.
Anil Kumar said Naidu had no
moral right to speak on the is-
sues of project as he had failed
to focus on even rehabilitation
and resettlement (R&R) pack-
age to the farmers who handed
over lands to the project during
his rule. He dismissed the claims
of TDP leaders that they had fin-
ished 70 per cent of the project
works during their regime.
Anil Kumar said that they
would shift 20,000 families in
the first phase under Polavaram
project. He demanded the TDP

Water

. Resources

Minister

" P Anil

Kumar Yadav

addressing

the media

YSRCP office

4 innellore on
Sunday

chiefto reveal their Cabinet res-
olution submitted to the Centre
during 2017.

The minister said that state
government would complete
the irrigation projects on prior-
ity basis providing R&R pack-
ages to the landowners. He ex-
plained that the state
government allocated Rs 900
crore to around 7,000 families
for R&R for Gandikota and Rs
12,000 crore had been allocated
to Veligonda.

He also said they would take
measures for providing relief to
the oustees of Kandaleru proj-
ect in Nellore district.



» The separate wing will be
headed by a chief
engineer from the
Irrigation Department and
a special Commissioner
from GHMC

» Government to bring
stringent rules for
preserving water bodies in
the new GHMC Act

» The Act will have
provision for right to
demolish houses
constructed on water
bodies, and other
encroachments

HANS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

MUNICIPAL Administration
Minister KT Rama Rao on Sun-
day said that the government
would set up a separate wing for
maintaining and preserving the
lakes inside the Outer Ring Road
limits.

The Minister held a review
meeting with the irrigation, Wa-
ter Board, HMDA, Revenue offi-
cials at GHMC office on Sunday.
He said that the government was
taking up aspecial action plan for
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Govt mulls separate wing for
lakes preservation in ORR limits

Municipal Administration Minister KT Rama Rao h

officials at GHMC office in Hyderabad on Sunday

preserving the nalas, lakes in the
GHMC limits. In wake of the
heavy damage caused due to in-
cessant rains and flooding, the
government was preparing a
comprehensive action plan on
lakes and nalas. The Minister
asked the officials to check the
strength of the bunds and stabil-
ity with the help of irrigation de-
partment officials. He said that
there was a need to strengthen
the bunds and if needed, other re-
pairs works should also be taken
up.

The Minister said that the sep-

arate wing would be headed by a
chief engineer in the irrigation
department and there would be
aspecial commissioner from the
GHMC. They would supervise
and remove encroachments on
the water bodies if there were
any. Apart from this, the govern-
ment also proposed to set up a
task force with officials from the
‘Water Board, HMDA, Revenue,
Irrigation and some other de-
partment officials. The task force
would take action whenever
there was a need to take action.
As theirrigation department offi-

olding a review meeting with the Irrigation, Water Board, HMDA, Revenue

cials monitor the water levels in
the dams during the flood situa-
tion, the task force officials would
also check the water levels in
lakes and other water bodies and
check the inflows and outflows
during the rainy season.

The government would bring
stringent rules for preserving the
water bodies in the new GHMC
Act, which would be brought
soon. The Act would have provi-
sion which provides right to de-
molish the houses constructed
on the water bodies and other en-
croachments, he informed.
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