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New Delhi: After the bizarre
scene of Chhath devotees
standing waist-deep in toxic
froth in the Yamuna near Ka-

Committee (YMC). However, a
year an, the situation doesn't
seem tohave improved at all.

Such vivid scenes may
once again be repeated this
year with heaps of froth

accumulating near
Okhla Barrage.

Similar problems in the
lakes of Bengaluru were eli-
minated by the authoritles,
butthe multiplicity of autho-
rities in Delhi makes the task
much more difficalt. Okhla
Barrage is managed by the
UP irrigation department.

A genior Delhi Jal Board
official said thers were mul-
tiple reasons for foam forma-
tion. “Foam is produced
when organic matter decom.
poses and releases fatty
acids. Synthetic detergents
are nol bicdegradable, so
even they form foam under
favourable conditions. The
organicmatter comes mostly
from decomposing algae and
plants,” added the official,

Presence of hyacinth,
untreated sewage and phosp-
hates were the koy factors be-
hind the presence of surfac-
tants, “When water released
from the barrage s churned,
forth formation starts, Froth
formation is noticed after
monsoon, but its visibility
increases during winter
due to low temperature,” the
official said.

Images of foam in therivwer
had surfaced last August, lea-
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Agencies Dither, Yamuna Full Ot 'loxic Froth

FOAMY RIVER AT KALINDI KU ONE YEAR ON, NO CHANGE

HGNppu‘jrrhdhmma Monitoring Committee took
vlrﬂ pfmws of Chhath devotees standing in

MULTIPLE
REASONS
BEHIND

FRrJTHINIx

dF-b-rgerll

particles
Industrial

run-offs

Pollutants
coming from
UP's Hindon
Canal

ding to YMC issuing direc-
tions to both Delhi Pollution
Contral Committee (DPCC)
and Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) to identify the
eauseof thefrothing.

DPCC, in its reply, stated
that high phosphate levels,
primarily due to the use of
domestic detergents, were
causingfroth to form, especi-
nllywh:eretl:e:i'wmrismgto
the surface. “There Is no
froth formation during nor-
mal flow, but if there is a
change in elevation or new
water is introduced, phosp-

Long-term measure
13 51 p

haterises tothe surface, mix-
es with the water and creates
foam," an official sald.
Untreated sewage also
adds to the woes, “There are
18 drains that discharge abo-
ut T60 MGD wastewater into
the Yamuna. Of these, 610
MGD is from Delhi and 150
MGD from Haryana and UP
Delhi's 100 MGD untreated
sewage comes from non-se-
‘wered and unanthorised are-
as, About 106 MGD untreated
discharge reaches Okhla
Barrage from Haryana thro-
ugh Najafgarh drain and 50

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS (Short-term measures)

MGD from UP through Shah-
daradrain,” said an official.
Hindon cut canal carry-
ing waste water from UP also
meets the river upstream of
Okhla Barrage. “This canal
carrles pollutants from pa-
per and sugar mills in Saha-
Tanpur, Muzaffarnagar,
Shamli and Meerut, They en-
ter Hindon at Indira Kunj,"
theofficial added, .
YMC recently held a mee-
ting with UP' government
highlighting the sewage and
industrial effluents entering
Yamuna via Shahdara drain,

imilar foamy lakes have
) been reported in Hyderabad

which accounts for 15% of
the river's pollution load.
The froth also reflects
that the river is dead and the
dissolved oxygen level is zero
at Okhla barrage. As remedi-
al measures, DPCC stated
that long-term solutions in-
cluded stopping industrial
effluents and domestic sewa-
ge from entering the river
Short-term measures inelo:
ded removal of hyacinth in
the Okhla pondage and useof
bioculture-based foaming
treatment on the lines of Bel-
landur Lake in Bengalura.
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Two men pass thruuﬁh a street in |&K's Gulmarg, following the season's first snowfall on Monday. Heavy

snowfall and landslides in the Union Territory forced closure of the important Jammu-Srinagar National
ngahwgyj;uhde snowfall was also reported from parts of Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. Waseem
Andrabifht
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EPS orders release of
water from 2 dams

Chennai: Chief Minister Edappadi
K Palaniswami on Monday
ordered the release of water for
irrigation from Kuppanatham
dam in Tiruvannamalai from
November 17 to 29. The water
will reach 28 lakes in the district
and benefit 4,498 acres of lands.
Meanwhile, Palaniswami also
ordered release of water from
Marudhanadhi dam in Dindigul
from November 18 for 90 days,
benefitting 6,583 acres of lands.
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Not an inch of Polavaram dam
will be reduced, AP asserts

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD,NOVEMBER 16

THE ANDHRA Pradesh govern-
ment on Monday said that the
height of Polavaram dam will not
be reduced, and that the project
would be completed next year.

Opposition Telugu Desam
Party had earlier alleged that the
YSR Congress Party-led govern-
ment buckled under pressure
from neighbouring Telangana to
reduce the height of the dam.

However, AP Water Resources
Minister Anil Kumar Yadav
brushed aside the allegations and
said on Monday: “We have af-
firmed that there will not be any
reduction in height of the project
and the project will be completed
ontime... Notan inch of the height
of Polavaram project will be re-
duced. It will be ready by
December2021."

Yadav also accused TDP lead-
ersof “planting reports and prop-
agating false news through their
friendly media to divert the peo-

Behind Oppn
charge over
@® damheight

EXPLAINED

OPPOSITION TDP accuses
the AP government un-
der’Y 5 Jaganmohan
Reddy to reduce the
height of Polavaram proj-
ect from 45.72 metres to
41.15 metres. for “short-
term political gains”
without foreseeing fu-
ture problems. The re-
duction of dam height
has been proposed with
an eye on decreasing the
burden of compensation
package to the project’s
evacuees “from Rs 27,000
crore to Rs 3,500 crore”,
the party has claimed.

ple's attention”.
Theminister said that the state

governmentis also focussed onre-

lief and rehabilitation (R&R) pack-

age rather than just constructing
the dam. “The previous TDP gov-
ernment had neglected the R&R
package and concentrated on con-
tracts and commission. It was more
focused on kickbacks,” he alleged.
“The TDP has never reached out to
a single house (displaced house-
hold) for rehabilitation and is now
speaking of the R&R package.”

Besides the Polavaram R&R,
Yadav said, the YSRCP govern-
ment is also committed towards
completing the rehabilitation and
resettlement of people affected by
irrigation projects at Gandikotain
Kadapa district and Veloginda in
Prakasam. The state government
has spent Rs 950 crore towards
R&R package for the Gandikota
projectand Rs 1,200 crore for R&R
in Veligonda project, he said.

All R&R packages are being un-
dertakenina phased manner,and
Opposition leaders have no moral
right to speak on these packages,
Yadav said. By March next year,
20,000 houses will be distributed
to those displaced as part of the
Polavaram project, he maintained.
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CM initiates projects
worthX70 crin Una

OuR CORRESPONDENT

UNA, NOVEMBER 16
Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur today inaugurated
45 public works in the Una
Assembly segment through
a virtual meeting from
Shimla. The total cost of the
works is estimated to be
about Rs 70 crore. In Una, a
meeting was held at Gov-
ernment College where
plagues of all schemes were
unveiled on behalf of the
Chief Minister by State
Finance Commission chair-
man Satpal Singh Satti.
The works inaugurated
include a Tourism Business
Centre at the ITI, Una, resi-
dential quarters at India

Reserve Battalion, Ban-
garh, and Police Lines, Una,
office buildings for the
Home Guard Battalion and
the Vigilance office in Una,
13 drinking water and irri-
gation schemes, a village
road in Dehlan and an addi-
tional building at the Una
Forest Division office.
Foundation stones were
laid for new buildings at
Government College,
besides senior secondary
schools in Una and
Behdala, CHC building in
Basdehra, five drinking

BE ALERT ABOUT
COVID: THAKUR

There has been aspike in
Covid cases. The situation is
under control. People should
exercise restraint and follow
gllidelines, said Jai Ram
Thakur, Chief Minister

water and irrigation
schemes, additional build-
ings for the Una Animal
Husbandry Department, an
office-cum-inspection hut
of the HPSIDC at Mehatpur
and parking space for vehi-
cles near the Ayurvedic hos-
pital besides some others.

The CM urged people to
be cautious to curb
Covid spread.

Union Minister of State
for Finance Anurag Thakur,
who joined the link from
Delhi, deliberated on the
Union Government-spon-
sored Jal Jeevan Mission,
aimed at providing drink-
ing water taps to all house-
holds in the country by
2022. He said the PGI satel-
lite hospital in Una, whose
civil works had begun,
would give a big boost to the
health sector in the region.
He said the Centre’'s Rs 20-
lakh crore package would
help revive the economy.



CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

There were some who said
future wars would be for
water, Not in Hyderabad, at
least till 2050, That is how
far the State government has
planned for the capital city
and its surroundings.

In tune with the rapid ex-
pansion of the city in all di-
recticns, the State govern-
ment had laid plans to
ensure supply of drinking
water to all areas, including
those on the peripheral cir-
cles of GHMC., Beyond the
ORR, for residents in over
180 villages, who were ear-
lier dependent on water
tankers and borewells to
quench  their  thirst,
HMWSSBE is now supplying
sufficient drinking water,

In addition to these, an ex-
clusive reservoir is being
planned at Keshavpuram to
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Enough water for Hyd till 2050

meet the future drinking
water requirements of the
city. All these development
works are being taken up
while according equal prict-

ity to the core city area
drinking water require-
ments and maintenance of
sewerage network. Follow-
ing these initiatives, scenes

g

In tune with rapid expansion of the city, government laid plans to supply drinking water to all areas.

T — —— ——F —Fry
] !
"

V)

of people staging protests
demanding supply of drink-
ing water in the city are not
heard of anymore.

(REPORTS: PAGE 5)
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WHEEL OF CHANGE

YEAR WISE EXPENDITURE
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Rain and

gusty winds let

Delhi, NCR breathe easy

City’s air quality likely to deteriorate tomorrow

New Delhi, Nov. 16:
Delhi's air quality
improved “significantly”
on Monday due to light
rain and favourable wind
speed and was recorded in
the “poor” category after
a 15-dayv spell of “very
poor” and “‘severe” air
days.

The city”s 24-hour aver-
age air qguality index
(AQI) improved to 221,
which falls in the “poor”
category. It was 435 on
Sunday and 414 on
Saturday (Diwali).

The last time Delhi”s
AQI was recorded in the
“poor” category was on
November 2,

The AQI reached the
“moderate’” category by 6
pm.

The central govern-
ment’s Air Quality Early
Warning System for Delhi
said AQI improved “sig-
nificantly”™ after Diwali
owing to rainfall and
strong winds and is likely
to remain in the “moder-
ate” category on Tuesday

The air quality is likely

DELHI HAD recorded
the worst pollution lev-
els on Diwali in the last
four years due to the
combined effect of stub-
ble burninag, firecrackers
and unfavourable mete-
orological conditions

to deteriorate marginally
and hit the “poor” catego-
ry on Wednesday,

In Delhi-NCR,
the levels of PM25 -
which is about three per
cent the diameter of a
human hair and can lead
to premature deaths from
heart and lung diseases -
were 88 microgram per
cubic meter (ug/m3) at 6
pm. The safe limit is 60
HE/ma3.

PM10 level stood at 135
pe/m3 at 6 pm. PM10 lev-
els below 100 pug/m3 is con-
sidered safe in India and
500 pg/m3 is the emer-
gency threshold.

The last time Delhi
recorded such low PMI10
levels was on September
28.

The neighbouring cities
of Faridabad (186),
Ghaziabad (207), Greater
Noida (226), Gurgaon (246)
and Noida (243) recorded
their AQI in “poor” and
“moderate” categories
after braving “'severe” air
quality on Saturday and
Sunday.

Delhi had recorded the
worst pollution levels on
Diwali in the last four
vears due to the combined
effect of stubble burning,
firecrackers and
unfavourable meteorolog-
ical conditions.

The air quality on the
day after Diwali was also
the poorest since 2016.

In a special report, the
Central Pollution Control
Board said almost all pol-
lutants reported higher
values on Diwali day this
year as compared to 2019,

It could be attributed to
bursting of [recrackers,
higher share of stubble
burning and unfavourable
meteorology during the
festival season, the CPCB
said. — PIT
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Heavy snowfall in J&K, U'khand, Himachal;
avalanche warning in four Kashmir districts

NEW DELHI: Several high-
altitude areas of Jammu and
Kashmir, Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh were
wrapped in thick white sheets
of snow, with many tourist des-
tinations like Kufri, Manali and
Auli receiving the season's first
snowfall, while temperatures
dipped in Delhi, Haryana and
Punjab following rains.

Heavy snowfall and land-
slides in the Union Territory
forced closure of the impor-
tant Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway in Ramban and
authorities in Kashmir have
issued an avalanche warning
for four districts -- Kupwara,
Bandipora, Baramulla and
Ganderbal.

Upper Himalayan areas,
including Kedarnath, Badri-
nath, Gangotri, Yamunotri,
Auli and Harsil, of Uttarakhand
received the season's first heavy
snowfall, intensifying cold con-
ditions across the state.

Snowfall began on Sun-
day night and continued till
Monday morning, according
to officials.

Heavy snowfall delayed
the departure of Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
and his Uttarakhand counter-
part Trivendra Singh Rawat for
Badrinath after they had offered
prayers at Kedarnath temple
and attended a ceremony for the
closure of its portals for winter.

Himachal Pradesh’s tour-

Fresh snowfall at Badiranath Dham, in Chamoli district of Uttarakhand, Monday

PIC/PTI

ist hotspots Kufri and Manali
received the first snowfall of
the season, the MeT depart-
ment said.

Kufri received 7 cm snowfall
whereas Manali in Kullu dis-
trict received 2 cm in the last
24 hours, Shimla MeT Cen-
tre Director Manmohan Singh
said, adding that Sangla recoded
25 ¢cm snowfall, Gondla 20 em,
Khadrala 18 cm, Kalpa 5.6 cm
and Keylong 4 cm.

Besides, several other areas
of the state including its capital
Shimla experienced 21.6 mm
rainfall.

In Jammu and Kashmir,
security forces have rescued 10
people, including two women
and a child, after they were
trapped in heavy snowfall at
the high-altitude Sinthan pass,

a defence spokesperson said.

The rescue operation was
carried out late Sunday night
after information was received
about a group of civilians
stranded at Sinthan pass that
connects Kishtwar district of
Jammu region with Kashmir's
Anantnag, he said.

The rescue team, compris-
ing army and police personnel,
walked for five hours along the
National Highway 244 in zero
visibility conditions during the
night and brought the stranded
people to Sinthan ground where
they were provided with food
and shelter, the spokesperson
said. Heavy snowfall in the
Union Territory also affected
traffic on major roads.

The Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway, the only

all-weather road connecting
Kashmir with rest of the coun-
try, was closed for traffic follow-
ing snowfall around Jawahar
Tunnel and landslides from
the hillocks at several places in
Ramban district, officials said.
The alternate link between
the valley and rest of the
country, Mughal Road, also
remained closed for the third
day as high-altitude areas expe-
rienced snowfall, while plains
of Jammu and other parts were
lashed by rains since Sunday
afternoon, the officials said.
Light rain, which was trig-
gered by the Western Distur-
bance, was recorded in a few
areas of eastern Rajasthan since
Sunday and Bari in Dholpur
and Mandrayal in Karauli both
received 4 cm rainfall.  AGENCIES
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