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NGT directs States, UTSs to set up nodal
agencies to protect, restore waterbodies

Officials told to meet by Jan. 31 to take stock of situation

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
Following a plea seeking
identification,  protection
and restoration of waterbo-
dies in Gurugram, the Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT)
has expanded the scope of
the petition and directed all
States and Union Territories
to designate a nodal agency
under respective chief secre-
taries within a month.

A Bench headed by NGT

Chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel directed the no-
dal agencies to convene a
meeting by January 31 to
“take stock of the situation”
and plan further steps, in-
cluding directions to district
authorities for further course
of action. It also directed the
nodal agencies to evolve a
monitoring and grievance re-
dressal mechanism.

Taking note of a report fur-
nished by the Central Pollu-

tion Control Board on rain-
water harvesting, the Bench
observed, “It appears that
the CPCB has not appreciat-
ed the direction of this Tribu-
nal on the subject.”

Stating that there was a
need for “continuous plan-
ning and monitoring” at the
national, State and district le-
vels, the panel observed that
observations of the CPCB
and an oversight committee
needed to be acted upon.
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Naveen thanks Jharkhand CM for dam project

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 21 NOVEMBER

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik thanked his Jharkhand
counterpart Hemanta Soren
for cooperating in providing
water to the inter-state Sub-
arnarekha irrigation project
of Odisha during the kharif sea-
son.

He appreciated Soren’s
effort in taking up construc-
tion work of Ichha dam over
river Kharkai one of the trib-
utaries of Subarnarekha.

The Subarnarekha Multi-
purpose Project was taken
upasafollow-up action forutil-
isation of water resources of

The Odisha CM said his
government will
extend full coopera-
tion for construction
of the dam and reim-
burse Odisha’s share
of the cost.

Subarnarekha-Kharkhai Basin
asper the 1978 tripartite agree-
ment among the erstwhile
Bihar (nowJharkhand), Odisha
and West Bengal.

The Odisha CM said his
government will extend full
cooperation for construction
of the dam and reimburse
Odisha’s share of the cost.

Odisha government has
paid Rs 1026.91 crore to the

Jharkhand government. Stat-
ing that the land acquisition
and Resettlement & Rehabil-
itation (R&R) work in Odisha
portion have been taken up,
the CM said 5196 acres ofthe
total 5283 acres has already
been acquired. Rehabilitation
assistance has been provid-
ed to 1268 persons.

He pointed out that though
the Chandil dam across river
Subarnarekhahasbeen com-
pleted, water has been stored
up to 181.50 metres during
monsoon against the FRL of
192 metres. As the full storage
capacity has notbeen utilised
in the dam during monsoon
season, Odisha s facing floods.
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We need a Namami Gange for Cauvery river: EPS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Chennai

THE State government has
urged Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to intervene in get-
ting Jal Shakti Ministry to
consider the ambitious Cau-
very-Gundar river interlink-
ing project, sanction it on a
priority basis and extend fi-
nancial assistance.

“I had announced that Cau-
very (Kattalai) - Gundar
Project would be implemented
during the current year itself.
This scheme is proposed to be
executed in three phases and
acquisition of land has already
begun,” Palaniswami said in a
letter to Shah.

Stating that he had written to
PM Narendra Modi and Minis-
ter for Jal Shakti in connection
with the implementation of the
project and also sought sanc-
tion and funding from the Cen-
tre, Palaniswami said the
project will have a last-
ing impact on the stabi-
lisation of ayacut in
delta area.

“I request this to be
considered a project of
national importance.
Though the Ministry of Wa-
ter Resources has not favoura-
bly responded to this project, I
request you to direct the Minis-
try to reconsider the decision
in view of its greater impact on
vast area of Tamil Nadu,” Pal-

aniswami said.

Palaniswami also urged the
Centre to provide 300 TMC feet
of water under Phase - Il of the
project when River Mahanadhi
is linked with Godavari. “I re-

quest you to take up the
matter once again with
the Minister of Jal

Shakti, to expedite the

detailed project report

for this project and
take up the work on a
priority basis, so that
needs of the southern States
could be fulfilled while mitigat-
ing the problem of floods in Go-
davari,” the Chief Minister
said. The State has urged the
Centre to rework the plan so as
to terminate the project at Kat-

talai Barrage instead of Grand
Anicut.

He also said the State wanted
the Cauvery, considered as
“Ganges of the South” to be re-
juvenated on the lines of
“Namami Gange” project. A
Detailed Project Report has
been prepared and the cost is
estimated to be 10,700 crore.
Since the State government
cannot execute such a major
project on its own, financial as-
sistance from the Centre is re-
quired. “I request you to take
up this matter with the Jal
Shakti Minister, consider thisa
special project like Namami
Gange, accord sanction and ex-
tend financial assistance,” Pal-
aniswami said in the letter.
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