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New Delhi: Supplying water
24x7 to all households in the
city wasoneof thel0keygua-
rantees made by AAP in the
run-up to the 2020 assembly
elections. After chief mini-
ster Arvind Kejriwal recent-
ly asked for a time-bound ro-
' m mﬁm Jr:}r lg
- ard (DJB) officials have said
" work on several projects will
be carried out parallelly to
fulfil the promise by 2024,
The major tasks include
closing down the demand-
supply gap, improving and
maintaining water supply
pipeline network, and exten-
ding the physical infrastrue-
tureacrossDelhi. . .
With & peak water de-
mand of 1,150-1,250 million
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24x7 supply? How DJB plans to
ensure it doesn’t stay on paper

SUPPLY

SUPPLY NETWORK STATUS

1,799 March 2022
unauthorised deadline for all
colonies in Delhi 1—‘3 k; :
P E T e Y TR colonies
oy il ave to be
- 1,622 colonies | ﬂ:mf;em:;ﬁmg

UNINTERRUPTED

1,571 colonies | supply

i R R -:
WHERE DJB PLANS TO GET
-wnmgou i

» Mol with Himachal

UPGRADATION OF
NETWORK

Will be required to

R 756 Pradesh for additional water  maintain pressure and
SEsEmmmmmmm4i2  Aftercreation of upstream:  reduce contamination

South ¢) 352 170 MGD potential o
Central & _ mumm » Using high-grade treated starting © ;
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tercreating aupstream stora-
ge, has the potential of ad-
ding 170MGD, said DJB-Offi-
cials are also hopeful that a
project based on the Singapo-
e New Water model for using
high-grade treated waste wa-
ter from Coronation Plant
and re-feeding the Yamuna in
Palla will be cleared by Upper
Yamuna River Board, despite
Haryana trying to make “so-
cial acceptability” an issue.
The project is to pump in
another 1I50MGD.

projects include diverting tre-

traction, and maximising non-
potable uses to ke-
ep drinkable water

nuka, Kishau and

Lakhwar Vyasi — RV IIGE
arebeing construc- WIS TTVAT i)
ted as per Yamuna | @ ITH AT
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reement, but these

are at initial sta-

ges,” headded.

DJB will have to reduce
its non-revenue water (40%)
and water leakages by using
network of flow meters, a

project in Navjeevan Vihar
and  Geetanjali
Enelave  shows
that the netwerk
will need to be lea-
kage-proof to ma-
intain a constant
pressurein the sy-
stem. Appointing
seven-eight priva-
te contractors to
manage and ma-
intain the net-
work will be helpful, an offi-
cial said.

While most of thecity gets
three-four-hour supply now, a

gallon dally(MGD)asagainst | WestDelhi €) EESittd jp pajja supply network to be
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making us water-positive,” more than 1,150- | the city willneed > Reducing water leakage by phases with last target

anofficial said. 1,250 MGD | 1500 MGD by 2031  using network of flow meters  being 2024

An MoU, signed with Hi- : : ]

machal Pradesh last year for  ated waste water for ground- projectthatisonthevergeof  significant part still does not

| sourcing additional water aft  waterrechargeandfurtherex- completion. The pilotsupply  hawe supply lines. Out of the

1,799 unauthorised colonies,
lines have been laid in 1,622
and 1,571 currently have water
supply, with notable deficien-
cles in South and West dis-
tricts. A deadline of March
2022 has been fixed for the
rest, with individual deadli-
nes for each region.

While the work in east
Delhi will be completed wit-
hin eight months of getting
all nods, all South, Central
and North district colonies
will be covered by March
2022, The deadline for West
district is October 2021
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7mn+ litres of water sprayed
in bad air hot spots: Fire dept

Anvit Srivastava

anvit.srivastava@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: With the rise in pol-
lution levels in the national capi-
tal, the Delhi Fire Services (DFS)
said it has sprayed around seven
million litres of water, to sup-
press dust and other pollutants,
over the past one month. The
fire department sprays water at
13 hot spots in the city every
morning and evening.

Atul Garg, director, Delhi Fire
Services (DFS) said the special
drive was started on October 17.
There are 13 hot spots identified
in the city, where pollution levels
are at their highest, including
Okhla, Vivek Vihar, Punjabi
Bagh, Rohini, Dwarka and
industrial areas.

“The spraying is done every
morning for two hours and for
about an hour-and-a-half every
evening. Fifteen fire tenders are
used every day and around
200,000 litres of water is sprayed
every day. This helps settle dust
in the air and clean the trees,”
Garg said.

He said the department will
continue the practice until pollu-
tion levels subside.

A 2019 analysis of Delhi’s pol-
lution sources done by Council
on Energy, Environment and
Water showed that vehicular
emissions contributes to 39.2%
of PM 2.5 (ultrafine particulate
matter with diameter less than
2.5 micrometres) levels in the
city. Dust from roadsides is a
close second, and contributes

37.8%. In PM 10 levels (particu-
late matter with diameter less
than 10 micrometres), the contri-
bution of road dust goes up to
65.9%, while construction activi-
ties contribute 21%.

The Delhi government, as part
of its anti-pollution campaign
this year, has identified road
dust as a primary contributor to
local pollution.

Apart from directing con-
struction agencies to ensure the
installation of anti-smog guns,
which spray water at construc-
tion sites, the government has
also directed enforcement agen-
cies such as the Public Works
Department (PWD), the city’s
municipalities to ensure regular
water sprinkling, to help sup-
press the presence of dust.
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The riverbank area comes under the DDA's Yamuna Riverfront Development plan, and the Garden will come up as part of it,
said an official. Gajendra Yaday

Trees along Yamuna’s west bank to
make way for Central Vista garden

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 22

TREES AND shrubs along the
western banks of the Yamuna will
make way for the New India
Garden or Nav Bharat Udyan as
part of the Central Vista
Redevelopment project. Officials
said the garden will be con-
structed in a way to avoid mon-
soon floods.

Theriverbank area comes un-
der the Delhi Development
Authority's (DDA) Yamuna
Riverfront Development plan,
and the Garden will come up as
part of it, said the official.

The area cuts off from the
Ring Road into an area with
dense vegetation — mostly trees
and shrubs, lacking human

habitation.

As part of the plan to extend
the Central Vista axis fromits cur-
rent 2.9 km to 6.3 km, the Garden
will be constructed over 20.22
acres of area south of the Pragati
Thermal Power Plant near the
Purana Qila and Bhairon Marg.

The Central Public Works
Department (CPWD)inadesign
competition for an "iconic
structure” which can be three
times as high as the India Gate,
stated that it should be de-
signed keeping in mind the
foundation of "sandy soil with
high water table”, and factors
such as "soil stability, wind ve-
locity, seismic forces and vul-
nerability to flooding”.

On December 17, the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs and
CPWD organised a webinar for

interested parties seeking to
know more or enter the design
competition, where the various
guidelines were discussed. Till
date, 223 entries have been re-
ceived by the CPWD for it, largely
from Delhi with 44 entries, The
iconic structure will come up
closer to the Ring Road.

"The garden shall not extend
all the way to the river and will
be situated above the flood lines
there, as there is an embank-
ment running parallel 50 metres
from it. The area contains plan-
tations. The vegetation there will
be removed for the project,” said
the official.

As part of the Yamuna
Riverfront Development the
banks are to be converted to
forests and wetlands, as stated by
LG Anil Baijal recently in a tweet.

Plum trees, guavas, eucalyp-
tus, jamun, mulberry, and saccha-
rum munja, typha and other
forms of grass and shrubs are
found along the floodplains of the
river, said Faiyaz Khudsar, scien-
tist-in-charge of the Yamuna
Biodiversity Park and a professor
at the Delhi University.

"The riverbanks experience
huge floods once every 15-20
years,when entire floodplains are
covered for around a fortnight.
Native species of plants tend to
survive floods, such as jamun
trees," he said.

Construction of other aspects
of the garden has not begun yet.
The final design for the "iconic
structure” will be chosen through
a competition and will be an-
nounced in the last week of
December.
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NGT directs states, UTs to
designate nodal agency for
protection of water bodies

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Noting that
adequate steps for protection
of water bodies have not been
taken, the National Green Tri-
bunal has directed all states and
Union Territories (U'Ts) to des-
ignate a nodal agency for the
exercise.

The NGT directed that
under the oversight of chief
secretaries of States/U'Ts, the
designated nodal agency may
hold its meeting not later than
January 31, 2021, to take stock
of the situation and plan fur-
ther steps, including directions
to district authorities for fur-
ther course of action.

The tribunal asked the Cen-
tral Monitoring Committee,
formed for monitoring reme-
diation of 351 polluted river
stretches, to monitor the steps
for restoration of water bodies
by all the states periodically, at
least thrice in a year.

First such monitoring may
take place by March 31, 2021,

the tribunal said.

“We find that steps taken
so far can hardly be held to
be adequate...It helps not only
aesthetics but also water avail-
ability, aquatic life, microcli-
mate, recharge of ground water
and maintaining e-flow of the
rivers.

“Under the Public Trust
Doctrine, the State has to act
as trustee of the water bodies to
protect them for the public use
and enjoyment for current and
future generations,” a bench
headed by NGT Chairperson
Justice A K Goel said.

The tribunal was hearing a
plea filed by petitioner Haryana
resident Lt Col (retd) Sarvada-
man Singh Oberoi seeking to
restore Ghata Lake in Gurgaon
besides restoration of 214 other
water bodies and natural chan-
nels in the district and similar
water bodies in Faridabad.

The tribunal had expanded
the scope of the petition to the
entire country, in the interest of
protection of the environment.
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® WATER INFRASTRUCTURE

Make smart water a reality

Holistic water management
that employs smart
technologies is critical to
achieving the goals of the
Smart Cities Mission

ABHAYA K AGARWAL &
VIKAS AGGARWAL

THE OBJECTIVE OF the Smart Cities Mis-
sion is to promote cities that provide core
infrastructure and allow citizens a decent
quality of life. And the key pillars of a smiart
cityare smart energy, smart buildings, smart
mobility, smart governance, smart health-
care and smart water. Rapid urbanisation
coupled with increasing concerns overwater
security in the face of climate change and
aging infrastructure has made the effective
implementation of these provisions diffi-
cult. COVID-19has furtherunderlined how
not having access to safe water can expo-
nentially aggravate the challenges of a pan-
demic, Thus, water management must
move towards holistic and incusive smart
managerment toaddress the said challenges.

Smart Water Management [SWM) uses
ICT and real-time data and responses as an
integral part of the solution. The potential
application of smart systemsin waterman-
agement incdudes monitoring and manage-
ment solutions forwater quality, quantity
measurement/regulation, leaks, pressure

and flow, efficient irrigation, floods, etc.

These technologies not only increase
efficiencyand allow effective management
of the supply chain but also ensure syner-
gised & efficient operations through con-
vergence of real-time information, Further,
Al and Machine Learning-based tools
deliver next-level competencies to identify
pattems, predict and prevent incidents and
direct insights & intelligence forbettervisi-
hility and management.

While the smart technologies are means
to achieve water management, other solu-
tions like circular economy, demand-side
management strategies, rationalised pric-
ing mechanism, watershed development,
green infrastructure for water sensitive

planning,ete.are also of utmost importance.
Therefore, a holistic SWM approach must
align itself to cost-effectiveness and optimi-
sation of the existing infrastructure.

Cost-effectiveness: Energy efficiency
and automation are critical to bringing
down operational costs, It could also further
contribute toa reduction inwaterloss,ascan
MNon-Revenue Water (NEW) reduction by
leak detection systems.

Optimisation of existing infrastruc-
ture: Enhanced monitoring & automation
can help prevent infrastructure overload,
and reduce the need for new infrastructure.

Making smart water a reality
The concept of SWM is gaining great impe-

tus with states and the industry at large.
While the technology toimplement SWh is
readily available, several hurdles hinder its
successful implementation, such as lack of
demonstration for water utilities to repli-
cate, regulatory support, motivation to shift
from traditional approaches, contextually
relevant customisation of solutions. Cities
around the world like Toronto, Ashland,
Maples,Ontario,etc.are already using smart
technologies to consistently supply high-
qualitywaterand improve customer service.

Ashiftisvisible in the Indian context too
where cities have started to increase adop-
tion of ICT/1oT led technologies like online
quality analysers, manhole sensors, pump
automation, predictive asset management,
centralised SCADA based operations, etc.,
apart from smart meters,

Going forward, the realisation of a smart
water future will have to be achieved with
collaborations (with countries like South
Korea, Singapore, etc. that have an SWHM
roadmap) and private sector partnerships.
The Gol initiatives—Jal Jeevan Mission, Dig-
ital India, Atmanirbhar Bharat —aid SwW.
Synergies must be built among stakehold-
ers involved in water management. There is
a need to move towards new business mod-
elsand leverage performance-based financ-
ing mechanisms. The Centre can further
provide a platform for demonstration of
pilot projects for innovative solutions, Pol-
icy & regulations will be a major driver in
SWMimplementation, Sector-driven tech-
nological standardisations and develop-
mentof normsbased on best practices shall
promote interoperability and reliability.

Abhaya K Agarival is Partrer — Infrastrc-
toere, Gowt and Puliic Sector and Vikeas
Agparieal is Partner — Technology Consuilr-
irve, Gowt and Pulilic Sector, EY India
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Modi laysfoundationstoneof rural drinking waterprojectsinUttar Pradesh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW, 22NOVEMBER

Prime Minister NarendraMod
on Sunday bemoaned the
lack of development in UP's
Vindhyachal for decades after
Independenceandsaid despite
resources, the region faced
scarcity.

The scarcity forced many
people to migrate from the
tegion, he said after laying the
foundation stone of rural
drinking watersupply projects
in Mirzapur and Sonbhadra
districts of the Vindhyachal
tegion viavideo conferencing.

Modi alsonteracted with
village water and sanitation
committee members during

theevent. “For decades after
Independence, if any area
had fallen prey to neglect,
thenitwas thisarea.Be it Vin-
dhyachal or Bundelkhand,
this entire area despite hav-
ingresouurceshecame anarea
of scarcity. Despite having so
many rivers, this area was
identified as the most thirsty
and drought-affected area.
This was the reason, which
forced manypeople tomigrate
from here,” he said.

Referring to the temple of
Vindhyavasini in the region,
Modisaid the Vindhya hills are
abigcentreofbelief (vishvaas]
and faith (aasthaa).

“With theblessings of Maa
Vindhyavasini, this projectis

beginning. The Vindhyachal
hillshavebeena centreof belief
(vishvaas], piousness (pavit-
rata) andfaith (aasthaa) from
ancient times, Poet Rahimdas
hadsaid 'jaapar vipadaa parat
hai, so aavat yehi desh’ (a
person facingdifficultycomes
to this place). The reason for
thisbelief was the abundant
resources and possibilities
presenthere” he said.

Modi said the foundation
laying of the projects is a
moment of happiness for

mothers, sisters and daugh-
ters. "This projectis anexam-

pleof Uttar Pradesh taking for-
ward stepsdespite Covid-19,"
the PM said.

The prime ministersaidin

the past a year and a half
from the start of the Jal Jee-
van Mission, over 2.60 crore
families have been provided
with piped drinking water in
the country. Headded under
the Jal Jeevan Mission, thelife
of mothers and sisters is get-
fing easier due o easy water
access.

Amajorbenefit ofthis has
been the reduction of many
diseases like cholera, typhoid
and encephalitis caused by
dirty water, he said.

The PM said once piped
water reached thousands of
villages in Vindhyachal, the
health of children would
improveand their physical and
menfal development will be

better.

“Whenyou getfreedom to
take decisions and work on
those decisionsfor thedevel-
opment of your village, it
increases the confidence of
everyoneinthevillage Aatma
Nirbhar Gaanv (self-reliant
villages| willboostthe Aatma
Nirbhar Bharat campaign in
abigway. Ourgovernmenthas
given priority tovillagers, the
poor, thetribal, whowerenot
givenpriorityearlier," hesaid.

Referring to the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana, Modi
said, “What type of house
should be constructed ina par-
ficular area and what con-
struction material should be
used, are no longer decided

inDelhi.

Thehouseshould be con-
structed asperthe living style
of the tribal people,” hesaid.

Theprime ministersaid his
government had worked to
helpwomen getrid of smoke
emanating fromovens using
wood) by providing LPG cylin-
ders."Ourmothersand sisters
used todailyconsumesmaoke
equivalenttosmokegenerated
by 400 cigarettes. This has
also reduced cutting of jun-
gles," he said. Modi said the
area is becoming a leader
(agrani) intheworld in the solar
energysector.

“Thesolarenergy plantin
Mirzapur is writing a new
chapter of development. Help

isalsobeing provided sothat
farmers can produce solar
energy on barrenlandandeam
additional income. Our 'ann-
data (grainproviders) should
become urjadata’ (energy
providers),” he said and
reminded people of the ear-
lier energy situation.

Referring tothe Swamitva
Scheme, Modi said verified
ownership deeds for resi-
dential and land propertiesare
beingdeliveredto the owners
leadingtostabilityand certainty
of titles.

Thisis leadingto an assur-
ance against unlawful
encoachmentupontheprop-
ertyof the poor and improv-
ing the possibility of using

property ascollateral for cred-
it. Speaking about efforts for
theupliftof the peopleofthe
region, Modi said schemes
are reaching thetribalregions
under special projects.

HundredsofEklawa Moddl
schools areoperatinginsuch
regions. Theaimis toprovide
this facility to every tribal
majorityblock Projectson for-
est-based products are akso
being implemented.

A mineral fund has been
establishedsothatthereis no
dearth of funds for tribal
reglons. In Uttar Pradesh, Bs
800 ctore has been callected
under the fund and more
than6,000 projects havebeen
sanctioned, he said.
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Expect rain, Snow
over next4 days

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, NOVEMBER 22
Amidst tightening cold wave
due to continuous drop in
mercury, the local MeT station
on Sunday forecast heavyrain
at isolated places in Shimla,
Mandi, Kullu, Kangra, Kin-
naur, Chamba and Lahaul and
Spiti on Wednesday.

The Met office also predict-
ed rain and thundershowers
in mid hills and rain and
snow in higher hills from
Monday to Thursday as a
fresh western disturbance is
likely to affect the region.

The entire region is in the
grip of severe cold wave as the
ugiiabiagbial termperature
dropped further by few notch-
es. Keylong and Kalpa in tribal
Lahaul and Spiti and Kinnaur
districts and Manali recarded a
low of -64°C | -26°C and 02 °C
while Bhuntarand Solan shiv-
ered at 1.7°C and Sundernagar
and Palampurat 20°C, three to
seven degree below normal
Night temperatures dipped to
36°CatKufn,42°Cat Unaand
5.1 *Cin Shimla.

The weather remained
cloudy with strong chilly
winds sweeping the region
and maximum temperatures

Admn issues alert

Inviewof the snowava
lanche warning, the
Chamba administration
has advised people living
in high altitudes of Cham-
ba district, especially Pan-
gi and Bharmour areas, to
take precautions during
heawvy snowfall. Officials
have also been asked to
remain alert to deal with
any untoward situation.

during day also stayed three
to nine degree below normal.

Temperature in Chamba
was rtecarded to be 178
degree, nine degree below
normal while Dalhousie and
Dharamsala recorded a high
(maximum) of 9.8 degree and
132 degree, eight degree
below normal. The day tem-
peratures stayed six degree
below normal at Hamirpur
and Manali, five degree
below normal at Kangra,
Mandi and Bilaspur and four
degree below normal at Sun-
dernagar, Una and Keylong.

Due to dry weather during
the past three days, the
post-monsoon rain deficit
from October 1 to Novem-
ber 22 has increased from
40 to 43 per cent.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Tribune 23-November-2020

2.6 crore households provided
piped drinking water, says PM

Lays stone for rural projects in UP under Jal Jeevan Mission

Trisune News SErvice/PTI

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 22
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said more
than 2.6 crore families,
including in Uttar Pradesh,
have been provided with
piped drinking water in the
country under the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM).

The JIM was launched on
August 15, 2019, with an aim to
provide tap drinking water to
every rural household by 2024.

Laying the foundation
stone of rural drinking water
projects in Mirzapur and
Sonbhadra districts of the
Vindhyachal region in Uttar
Pradesh today via video-con-
ferencing, Modi said they
would go a long wav in
redressing water problems
of the areas, besides boost-
ing the economy.

“Under the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion, the life of our mothers
and sisters is getting easier
due to easy water access in
the comfort of their homes,”

s

1ED

&5 Under the Jal Jeevan
Mission, the life of our mothers
™A { and sisters is getting easier due

'to easy water access in the
comfort of their homes. A

major benefit has
been reduction in
diseases due to
contaminated
water,
Narendra Modi, i

PRAISES YOGI GOVT
FOR DEVELOPMENT
Lucknow: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
lauded the Uttar Pradesh
Government and Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
for the pace of the develop-
ment, despite the

Covid pandemic. H
“The image of UP =

Government and

itsofficialsis e
changing,” Modi "
said. Fmi o

PEOPLETO
BENEFIT

ESTIMATED

2995  42L T5555CR 24

VILLAGES TO GET TAP
WATER CONMECTION

MONTHS FOR

COST | EXECUTION

Modi said. “A major benefit
has been reduction in dis-
eases like cholera, typhoid
and encephalitis, which are
caused due to consumption of
contarninated water.”

The projects will provide tap
water connections to all rural
households in 2,995 villages
and will benefit over 42 lakh

people. The estimated cost of
the projects is about Rs 5,555
crore and are planned to be
executed in 24 months,

In a veiled attack on non-
BJP governments in Uttar
Pradesh, the PM noted that
Vindhvachal or Bundelk-
hand became “regions of
deficiencies”, despite having

resources in abundance.
Modi said once piped water
reached thousands of villages
in Vindhyachal, the health of
children would improve.
“When vou get freedom to
take decisions and work on
those decisions for the devel-
opment of your village, it
boosts confidence,” he added.
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Non-operational thermal plant
leaves Bathinda lakes dirtier

SAMEER SINGH
BATHINDA, NOVEMBER 22
Three lakes in the city are
bearing the brunt of the clo-
sure of Guru Nanak Dev
Thermal Plant here, as the
water is nolonger being used
to generate electricity. As a
result, water recycling is not
happening and the water is
getting dirtier with each
passing day. Besides, the
water level has receded up to
15 feet in the recent past.
Personnel of the National
Disaster Hesponse Foree
(NDRF), who train in the
lake water, have com-
plained of skin diseases.
Commandant Ravi Kumar
Pandita of the Tth battalion
of NDRE said, “Since the
lake water could not be recy-
cled on account of closure of
the thermal plant, it is get-
ting dirtier. In the longrun, it
will pose serious risk to our
personnel. The training ses-
sions which usually start in
April and continue till Octo-
ber can’t be organised due to
the Covid-19 spread and
partly due to the unclean
water. Apart from training,
our personnel also carry out

Water not being recycled; NDRF divers,
who train in lakes, develop skin diseases

rescue operations by fishing
out persons who jump in
lakes here.” Pandita
requested the authorities
concerned to provide a solu-
tion on priority.”

One of the divers said, “We
aredeveloping skin allergies
becauseofthe contaminated
waterin thelakes. People liv-
ing in nearby ‘jhuggis’ also
pollute the water. The local
administration must come
up with a comprehensive
plan to ensure that lake
water remains clean.”

A seniorretired officer ofthe
Bathinda thermal plant said,
“Once touted as the ‘city of
lakes’, Bathinda is failing to

preserve its old glory. Thermal
lakes that once added a
unigue aesthetic appeal to the
city are falling prey to the apa-
thy of officialdom. Not only
are the lakes getting contami-
nated, but their water levels
are also receding drastically.”

Devinder Pal Garg, Chief
Engineer, Bathinda and
Lehra thermal plants, said,
“The thermal land has been
transferred to PUDA, and
we will bring the matter to
their notice. We can reach a
solution and for that all we
need are heavy outlet water
pipes to release the lake
water in a canal to maintain
the water levels.”
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Vindhyachal gets
new drinking
water projects

PAM Narendra Modi addresses the gathering at the foundation
stone laying ceremony of drinking water projects. — Photo: ANI

LUCKNOW

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday bemoaned
the lack of development in
UP's Vindhyachal region
for decades after Independ-
ence, and said that despite
resources, this region be-
came an area of scarcity.
The scarcity forced many
people to migrate from the
region, he said after laying
the foundation stone of
rural drinking water supply
projects in Mirzapur and
Sonbhadra districts of the
State’s Vindhyachal region
via video conferencing.
Modi also interacted with
village water and sanitation
committee members during
the event. “For decades
after Independence, if any
area had fallen prey to neg-
lect, then it was this area. Be

it Vindhyachal or Bundelk-
hand, this entire area de-
spite having resources, be-
came an area of scarcity.
Despite having so many
rivers, this area was identi-
fied as the most thirsty and
drought-affected area. This
was the reason, which
forced many people to mi-
grate from here,” he said.

Referring to the temple of
Vindhyavasini in the region,
Modi said the Vindhya hills
are a big centre of belief
(vishvaas) and faith
(aasthaa). He said the foun-
dation laying of the projects
is a moment of happiness
for mothers, sisters and
daughters.

“This project is an exam-
ple of Uttar Pradesh taking
forward steps despite
Covid-19,” the Prime Minis-
ter said. em
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Jal Shakti Ministry adopts five novel
technologies to overcome drinki

N o

PNS B NEW DELHI

As it gears up to meet its tar-
get of providing function-
alhnus:.-hnlljd tap connection to
every rural home by 2024 in
the country, the Union Jal
Shakti Ministry has recom-
mended five innovative tech-
nologies to help States/UTs to
deliver drinking water services
of adequate quantity and pre-
seribed quality to rural com-
munities.

These are Grundfos
AQpure, a solar energy based
waler treatment plant based on
ultra filtration, Janajal Water on
Wheel, an loT based electric
vehicle based on GPS location

ble delivery of sa
to the doorstep of households,
Presto Online Chlorinator, a
non-electricity dependent
online chlorinator for disin-
fection of water for removal of
bacterial contamination.

The two others are
Johkasou technology - an
inbuill packaged black (sewage)
and grey water (Kitchen and
bath water) treatment system
having advanced anaerobic-
aerobic configuration that can

ng water crisis

be installed underground and
FBTec, a site assembled decen-
tralised sewage treatment sys-
tem using fixed filter media,
said an official from the
Ministry.

He said these technologies
would now be listed in the
innovation k]:lurta] of the

tment o Drin.’ri.ing Water
and Sanitation under the
Ministry. “These technologies
have been appraised at differ-
ent levels before consideration
and recommendation by a
high-scientific level technical
panel of the Ministry,” said the
official. He added that more
technologies will be included in
case they pass certain criterias
specified by the panel.
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