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Chennai braces for Cyclone Nivar
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Police personnel manage traffic during heavy rainfall ahead of the expected landfall of Cyclone Nivar in Chennai. The evelone is
expected to make landfall between Mamallapuram and Karaikal on Wednesday evening, according to IMD. Related story onpageT FTI
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IMD warns of heavy rain
in city today, tomorrow

T.5.5. SIDDHARTH | DC
HYDERABAD, NOV. 24

The southern districts of
the state would witness
rainfall under the influ-
ence of Cyclone Nivar, the
Indian Meteorological
Department-Hyvderabad
said on Tuesday. Heavy
rain was likely to occur at
isolated places in Hvder-
abad, Ranga Reddy and
Medchal-Malkajgiri dis-
tricts on  Wednesday,
while there is a possibility
of very heavy to extremely
heavy rain on Thursday.
The cyeclone is expected

to cross the Tamil Nadu
coast on Wednesday eveni-
ng. Thunderstorms acco-
mpanied with lightning
were likely on Friday, the
IMD warning said. The
districts that were likely
to witness rains were
Jogulamba-Gadwal, Wan-
aparthy, Nagarkurnool,
Mahbubnagar, Vikarabad,
Ranga-reddy, Hyderabad,
Medchal-Malkajgiri,
Yadadri-Bhongir, Janga-
on, Nalgonda, Narayanpet
and Khammam,

“Under the influence of
these rains the tempera-
ture in the state was likely

to come down,” said IMD-
H director K. Nagaratna.

IMD's impact-based wea-
ther forecast for Wednes-
dayv said: “Light to moder-
ate rain or thundershow-
ers very likely to occur in
many parts of city and at
times intense spells in one
or two areas of citv.” It
gaid the maximum and
minimum temperature
would be about 29° Celsius
and 19°C. On Monday,
with the minimum tem-
peratures dropping to
15.4°C, one notch less than
the norm for this time of
the vear.
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INDIA TO BUILD NEW DAM IN AFGHANISTAN

Jaishankar on Tuesday announced a deal with the Afghanistan
government for the Shatoot dam and also phase four of the high
impact development projects in the country. “India had just concluded
with Afghanistan an agreement for the construction of the Shatoot
dam, which would provide safe drinking water to 2 million residents of
Kabul city. India had earlier built the 202-km Phul-e-Khumri
transmission line that provided electricity to Kabul,” the MEA said.

HC takes serious view
of encroachment on

Chitlapakkam Lake

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

STRESSING that it wonld not
permit anymore encroach-
ment on the Chitlapakkam
Lake, the Madras high court
on Tuesday ordered mainte-
nance of status quo of the
waterbody until further or-
ders. The two-member bench
comprising justices Vineet
Kothari and MS Ramesh pro-
hibited construction in any
form near the lake and
directed the State to
file a report as to the
extent of the water-
body that has been as-
signed for other pur-
poses after classifying it
as ‘Natham Poramboke'.
The court also wondered
under what law the State per-
mitted reclassification of the
waterbody and also asked that
it would reverse all such as-
signments made from the date
of reclassification. Taking
note of the fact that over 1
lakh sqft of the waterbody has
been reclassified and assigned
to the Central Warehousing
Corporation, the court said
that the corporation is also re-

strained from putting up any
new construction in the land.
The court made the obser-
vations in a plea moved by 8
Vaidhyvanathan seeking resto-
ration of the lake. The peti-
tioner sought for the authori-
ties to acquire the government
lands forming part of the
Chitlapakkam Lake from the
illegal occupants, and restore
the lake and its tail-end areas.
During monsoon the Chitla-
pakkam Lake would over-
flow and that since there
was no proper outlet
for the floodwater, it
would inundate all
main arterial road
and layouts of the area
surrounding it, causing
untold hardship to the resi-
dents who have constructed
houses after obtaining due
permission and approvals,
The court observed that
over 1 lakh sq ft of the water-
body has been reclassified
and assigned to the Central
Warehousing Corporation. It
said that the Corporation is
also restrained from putting
up any new construction in
the land and adjourned the
plea by two weeks.
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[ Looking Forward ]

GODAVARI WATERS FOR
MUSI NO MORE A MIRAGE

KCR planned the Godavari-Musi link when the Kaleshwaram project was redesigned

J BS UMANADH
HYDERABAD

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao’s announce-
ment of flushing the pol-
luted Musi river with the
pristine Godavari waters has
obviously stumped the op-
position, but the fact is that
the Chief Minister had fac-
tored it in this plan when he
redesigned the mega
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme.

The Godavari-Musi is a
well-planned component of
KLIS that was to serve as a
precursor to the Musi River
Front project. The interlink-
ing of Godavari with Musi is
also expected to substan-
tially reduce groundwater
pollution in Hyderabad,
Rangareddy, Yadadri-Bhon-
gir and Nalgonda districts.

As per the plan, 700
cusecs of water will be
brought to Osman Sagar
(Gandipet) and Himayat
Sagar from the 15 tme capac-
ity Kondapochamma Sagar
every day, Water from Kon-
dapochamma Sagar posi-
tioned at a height of 618 me-
tres above sea level will be
released to its canal network
and will flow through grav-
ity because of its location.
The 127 km Sangareddy
canal meant for irrigation
and being built on war-foot-
ing will bring the Kondapoc-
hamma Sagar water to the
twin reservoirs of Hyder-
abad.

KLIS Engineer in Chief
(Hyderabad) Hariram Naik
told Telangana Teday that
the Sangareddy canal, in

Interlinking of Riversp

© Water from
Kondapochamma,
positioned at
a height of 618
metres above sea ‘
level, will flow ‘ o
through gravity

fact, has been designed to
carry 5,054 cusecs, of which
4,354 cusecs will be used for
irrigation purposes and 700
cusecs to first cleanse Musi
and subsequently fill the
Musi reservoir in Nalgonda
district with Godavari
water. For this purpose,
water will be diverted to
Ravilkot tank near Shamir-
pet lake from the 27th km of
Sangareddy canal. From
Ravilkot, the water will
travel to the twin resetvoirs
in Hyderabad covering a
distance of 52 km. The gov-
ernment, however, is work-
ing on two options to cover

ey

the 52 km distance.

The Full Reservoir Level
of Osman Sagar is 545 me-
tres and water from Kond-
pochamma Sagar which is at
a level of 618 metres will be
feasible. Similarly, the FRL
of Himayat Sagar is 357.25
metres and sending water
from Osman Sagar to Hi-
mayat Sagar will also be
easy, Naik said, adding that
the water works department
is also mulling another op-
tion of repairing and re-
opening an existing pipeline
between the two resetvoirs.

However, an alternative
plan to link Sangareddy

L8

Works on the 127 km Sangareddy canal meant to bring the Kondapochamma water to the twin reservoirs are progressing at brisk pace.

700 CUSECS OF WATER WILL BE BROUGHT TO OSMAN SAGAR (GANDIPET)
AND HIMAYAT SAGAR FROM KONDAPOCHAMMA SAGAR EVERY DAY

| © Ravilkot |

Cheruvu |

to Twin ‘

reservoirs |

Irrigation |
4,354 cusecs,

kilometers |

canal with the twin reser-
voirs is also under consider-
ation. The aim is to divert
the water with the help of a
22kmlong pipeline from the
104.250 km point of the 127
km Sangareddy canal.

Naik said work on San-
gareddy canal had already
begun and the diversion of
water at Ravilkot to
Gandipet will have to be un-
dertaken by the Hyderabad
Metropolitan Water Supply
and Sewerage Board. “Ofthe
85 km distance from Kon-
dapochamma Sagar to the
twin reservoirs of Hyder-
abad, the water resources

=S

© Diversion at 27th Kilometer to
Ravilkot Cheruvu

© 3.5 tme of Godavari water will
fill each reservoir

| © Osman Sagar to Himayatsagar

link: Gravity or existing pipeline

department will up 27 km of
canal work and the
HMWSSB will have to com-
plete 52 km of the remaining
course,” he said, Water re-
sources department is plan-
ning to fill Osman Sagar and
Himayat Sagar reservoirs
with3.5tmc each once inter-
linking of Godavari with
Musi is completed. The in-
crease of water levels in the
reservoirs is expected to
raise the water table in the
vicinity. The KLIS water
will then be released into
Musi to lessen the pollution
content and increase dis-
solved oxygen levels.
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IMD warns of heavy rains across State

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

The India Meteorological
Department, Hyderabad, on
Tuesday issued a warning
that there could be heavy
rains in Hyderabad and
across the State as well over
the next three days.
According to the IMD,
heavy rain was likely to
occur at isolated places in
several districts including
Hyderabad, Ranga Reddy
and Medchal-Malkajgiri on
Wednesday, while thereisa
possibility of very heavy to
extremely heavy rain on
Thursday as well, Thunder-
storms accompanied with

lightning were likely on Fri-
day, the warning said. The
districts likely to be affected
were Jogulamba Gadwal,
Wanaparthy, Nagarkurnool,
Mahabubnagar, Vikarabad,
Ranga Reddy, Hyderabad,
Medchal, Yadadri-Bhongir,
Jangaon, Nalgonda,
Narayanpet and Khammam,

The sudden change is at-
tributed to a deep depres-
sion over the south west Bay
of Bengal, which has moved

Heavy rain is likely to occur on Wednesday and very
heavy to extremely heavy on Thursday in several
districts, including Hyderabad, RR, Medchal

west-northwestwards and
intensified into the cyclonic
storm ‘Nivar’. This was very
likely to intensify further
into a severe cyclonic storm
during the next 24 hours, an
IMD report said.

“It is very likely to cross
Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry coasts between
Karaikal and Mamallapuram
around Puducherry around
evening on November 25 as
a severe cyclonic storm with

a wind speed of 100-110
kmph gusting to 120 kmph,”
officials said. IMD’s impact-
based weather forecast for
Wednesday said necessary
advisory may be issued by
municipal corporations for
displaying warnings on re-
stricted movement and to
remain alert on account of
the heavy rains.

Meanwhile, after withess-
ing quite sultry weather
over the last one week, the
signs of a cold winter were
back in the city on Monday,
with minimum tempera-
tures dropping significantly
to15.4 degree Celsius, which
is one degree Celsius below
normal,
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|: Severe Storm ]

‘Nivar’ to make landfall today

Nearly 1,200 NDRF rescue personnel deployed in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Puducherry

PTI
NEW DELHI

Nearly 1,200 National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) res-
cue personnel have been de-
ployed in Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh and Puducherry and
800 others are on standby in
view of cyclone Nivar, the
“very severe cyclonic storm”
which is expected to make
landfall Wednesday evening.

NDRF chief SN Pradhan also
said they are prepared for a
“high level of intensity and the
worst form” of the cyclonic
storm as it surges from the Bay
of Bengal towards the southern
coastline.

“We are keeping a close
watch on the development and
we are cocrdinating with the
affected States,” hetold a press
conference here, “It is a rapidly
developing situation and it
could take the shape of a very
severe cyclonic storm that has
aspeed of about120-130 km per
hour.” Pradhan said a total of
50 NDRF teams has been eat-
marked for combating any sit-
uation emerging out of the cy-
clone that is expected to make
landfall late Wednesday
evening.

An NDRF team typically
comprises about 40 rescue
troopers, A total of 22 teams
have been pre-deployed while
eight are on standby in the two
affected States of Tamil Nadu
and Andhra Pradesh, and in the
Union Territory of
Puducherry, Pradhan said.

“Out of these 30 teams, 12 are
deployed in Tamil Nadu, seven
in Andhra Pradesh and three in
Puducherry”, he said. Anaddi-

o

=

High tidal waves lash the coast at Mamallapuram where Cyclone Nivar is expected to cross, on Tuesday. — Photo:PT|

Kalpakkam nuclear plant all geared up

tional 20 teams will be on
standby to be airlifted fromlo-
cations such as Cuttack
(Odisha), Vijayawada (Andhra
Pradesh) and Thrissur (Rer-
ala), he said.

The NDRF chief said the
teams are equipped with all
communication gadgets, pole
and tree-cutters and the per-
sonnel have been provided
with personal protection kits in
view of the Covid-19 situation.

“Qur teams will continue to
be deployed in the affected
areas as long as they are re-
quired and they will ensure
that situations like heavy rain-
fall, flooding and waterlogging
that follow a cyclonic storm
are tackled effectively,” he said.

CHENNAL: The atomic power
complex in Kalpakkam about
70 km from here is geared up
to meet Cyclone Nivar that is
expected to cross the coast
near Mamallapuram and
Karaikal in Puducherry on
Wednesday evening, said the
top official of the Disaster
Management Committee.

He also said the atomic
power reactor of Madras
Atomic Power Station (MAPS)
belonging to Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Ltd
(NPCIL) will generate power if
everything pertaining to the
grid is normal.

“We had a review meeting.
We are all geared up to meet
Nivar. All our diesel gensets
are ready to kick in when
needed and there are sufficient
diesel reserves,” Arun Kumar
Bhaduri, Director, Indira
Gandhi Centre for Atomic Re-
search (IGCAR) and also the
Chairman, Disaster Manage-
ment Committee, Kalpakkam
complex.

The Kalpakkam complex
about 70 km from here houses
various nuclear facilities of
IGCAR, NPCIL, Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre (BARC) and
the fast breeder reactor com-

pany Bharatiya Nabhikiya
Vidyut Nigam Ltd (Bhavini).

According to Bhaduri, the
disaster management rescue
force has been stationed here.
“We are also monitoring
Nivar's movement continu-
ously on our own and also with
the weather department,”
Bhaduri said. According to him,
workers in highrise structures
have been asked to stop their
work. Meanwhile MAPS said it
has activated its cyclone pro-
tection machinery. The MAPS
have two 220 MW nuclear
power units of which one unit
is functional. ians
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‘Nivar to intensify into severe cyclonic stonn’

Pedestrians wade thmugh a waterlogged road during heavy rain triggered by

Cyclone Nivar in Chennai on Tuesday. Cyclonic storm “Nivar® moved westwards,

about 350 km southeast of Puducherry and 410 km east southeast of Chennai. It is
very likely to intensify into a severe cyclonic storm, Indian Metrological Department
= Report on Page 3

said on Tuesday evening. — PT/

Nivar may be in ‘very severe’ category

Storm expected to cross TN, Puducherry coasts today with wmd speed of 130km/hr

New Delhi, Nov. 24:
Cyclone Nwal is expected
to intensify into a “very
severe” cyclonic storm
and cross Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry coasts
between Karaikal and
Mamallapuram on the
late evening of November
25, IMD director general
Mrutunjay  Mohapatra
said on Tuesday.

The India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) had
initially predicted that
Cyclone Nivar was likely
to intensify into a
“severe” cyclonic storm
but has now estimated
that it willintensify fur-
ther.

Nivar is the second
cyclone in the Bay of
Bengal this year. In May,
Cyclone Amphan had
developed into a “super”
cyclonic storm.

“Our forecast is it will
intensify into a very
severe cyclonic storm by
(Tuesday) tonight

“It is very likely to cross
Tamil Nadu and Puduche-
rry coasts between Kara-
ikal and Mamallapuram
around Puducherry dur-
ing November 25 late
evening as a very severe
cyclonic storm with a
wind speed of 120-130
kilometres per hour gust-
ing to 145 kmph,” Mr
Mohapatra said.

Besides strong winds,
the cyclone is also expect-
ed to bring heavy rains.
The India Meteorological
Department has issued
red alert for coastal and
north interior

Police personnel manage traffic on a road during heavy rains triggered by Cyclone
Nivar in Chennai on Tuesday. TI

Tamilnadu, Puducherry
and Karaikal, for
November 25 the top
meteorologist said.
“Isolated extremely
heavy rainfall activity
also  very likely over
coastal and north interior
Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry (Pudukottai,
Thanjavur, Tiruvarur,
Karaikal, Nagapattinam,
Cuddalore, Ariyalur and
Perabalu districts during
24th and Kadalur,
Kallakurchi, Puducherry,
Villupuram,
Tiruvannamalai,
Chengalpattu to Ariyalur,
Perambalur and Karaikal
districts during 25th) and
over Nellore and Chittoor

 THE IMD has also
suggested total suspen-
sion of fishing operations
and motorboats and
small boats, shifting of
people residing in coastal
areas to safer places,
judicious regulation of
road, air and rail traffic

| BESIDES STRONG
winds, the cyclone

is also expected to bring
heavy rains

districts of  Andhra
Pradesh on 25th and over
Rayalseema and south-
east Telangana an
November 26, the IMD

said.

He added that cyclone
leads to multi-hazard sce-
nario. In event of the
cyclone, there could be
serious damage to
thatched huts, disruption
of power and communica-
tion lines, damage to
roads, uprooting of trees.
There could be damage to
horticulture crops like
banana and papaya.

The IMD has also sug-
gested total suspension of
fishing operations and
motorboats and small
boats, shifting of people
residing in coastal areas
to safer places, judicious
regulation of road, air
and rail traffic. — PTI

New Delhi, Nov. 24: The
NCMC on Tuesday took
stock of the status of the
“wvery severe” cyclonic
storm “Nivar” that is
expected to hit coastal
areas of Andhra Prad-
esh, Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry on
Wednesday, and assure
the states of all possible
help, including the early
release of disaster relief

National Crisis
Management Committee
(NCMC), headed by
Cabinet secretary Rajiv
Gauba, also directed all
concerned to continue
work aiming at zero loss
of life and early restora-
tion of normaley in the
affected areas that incl-
ude power and communi-
cations networks, an offi-
cial spokesperson said,
The NCMC reviewed
the status of impending
cyclone Nivar at a meet-
ing held through video
conferencing with the
chief secretaries of
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry.
The chief secretaries of
the three states, directors
general of IMD and
NDRF briefed the NCMC
about their prepared-
ness. — PTI
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Cyclone Nivar: Modi
assures support to Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry CMs

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI 24 NOVEMBER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday spoketothe chief
ministers of Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry ahead of the
impending cyclone ‘Nivar’
that is going to cross into the
state and UT by Wednesday.
“Spoke to Tamil Nadu CM
Shri @ EPSTamilNadu and
Puducherry CM  Shri
@V Narayanasami regarding
the situation in the wake of
Cyclone Nivar. Assured allpos-
sible supportfrom the Centre.
[ pray for the safety and well-
being of those living in the affect-
ed areas,” the PM tweeted.
TN CM Edappadi K
Palaniswami announced a
publicholiday onWednesday
as cyclone Nivar isexpected to
make landfall on Wednesday:.
According tothe IMD, cyclone
Mivar is likely to cross TN and
Puducherry coasts between
Karaikal and Mamallapuram
late on Wednesday evening.
The cyclone will cross as a
severe cyclonic storm with a
wind speed of 120-130 kmph
gustingto 145kmph, said IMD.
Palaniswami also request-
ed people to stay at home
and follow government guide-
lines. “People should be safe
and stay at home. We have can-
celled bus services in seven dis-
tricts for thesafety of the pub-
lic. Notonlythis, the state will
have a public holiday on
Wednesday. Government
offic es will alsostay closed since
extremely heavy rainfall is
predicted,” he said.
“Peopleworkingforessen-
tial services will alone report
for duty. The decision on
extending the leave will be taken
based on thescenario afterthe
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cyclone. The governmenthas
provided directions to set up
relief camps and provide essen-
tialsincluding milk powderfor
children,” headded. Hewillhold
a review meeting in Chennai
onWednesday.

The TN government hasalso
cancelled 24 train services
from Egmaore to the southern
parts of the state. The subur-
ban train services have been
partiallycancelled since 3pm
on Tuesday until 10 am on
Wednesday. From 10 am on
Wednesday, suburban train
services have been fully can-
celled until further notice.

The bus services are can-
celled in Pudukkottai, Naga-
pattinam, Thanjavur, Tiru-
varu, Cuddalore, Vizhupuram
and Chengalpattufrom 1 pm
of Tuesday.

At 12.30 pm today, the
cyclone was 450 kilometres
away from Chennai, and the
city has been receiving heavy
rainfall since today morning.
Several populated neigh-
bourhoods, including Parrys
Corner and Vyasarpadi were

flooded. Further, beaches,
which have been closed since
lockdown, are squally, indica-
tiveoftheapproaching storm.

Six teamsof National Dis-
aster ResponseForce (NDRE)
are stationed in Cuddalore
district while two teams are sta-
tioned in Chennai.

Earlier on Monday, Union
Cabinetsecretary RajivGauba
chaired ameeting of the Nation-
al Crisis Management Com-
mittee (NCMC) to review the
status of the impending cyclone
through video conferencing
with thechiefsecretaries of AR
TN and Puducherry. Gaubahad
told officials that the NCMC
is aiming at “zero loss of life”
and early restoration of nor-
malcyin theaffected areas. He
has ordered strictimplemen -
tation of the advisories.

A deep depression over
southwest Bay of Bengal has
intensified into a cyclonic
storm, centred about 410km
east-southeast of Puducher-
ry and 450 km southeast of
Chennai, said IMD on
Tuesday.
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