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T.S.S. SIDDHARTH I DC
HYDERABAD, NOV. 27

Courtesy of Cyclone
Nivar, which made land-
fall on Thursday, the city
will experience a dip in
the temperature from
Saturday, an official of the
Indian Meteorological
Department-Hyderabad
(IMD) said on Friday.

The rain on Friday devi-
ated from the norm for
this time of the year by
1,800 per cent. Besides, the
maximum temperature in
the city was recorded at
22.4° Celsius, which is 7°C
below normal for this time
of the year and a drop of
about 3°C since Thursday.

The highest rainfall in
the city was registered at
Hayathnagar followed by
Uppal. The rain gauges set
up by the Telangana State
Development Society
(TSDPS) recorded 6.8 mm
and 5.3 mm of rainfall
respectively.

Speaking to  Deccan
Chronicle, IMD-H director
Dr K. Nagaratna said:
“The day would be sunny
from Saturday onwards.
There would be fog and
mist in the morning so
people who are driving
vehicles will have to be
careful.”

While she said that there
would be no rain in the
city for the next few days,
she did say that there
would be high clouds in
the sky, which aren’t rain-
bearing.

The temperature would
begin to fall during this
time, and this would mark
the onset of the winter,
she said.
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Hyd temp plunges 7°C below
normal due to cyclone: IMD

Meteorological department oﬂi(:la]s predlct non-rain bearing high clouds

“rﬂ

T

Motorists protect themselves from the drizzle as a result of Cyclone Nivar that hit the
coast of Andhra Pradesh on Friday.

GHMC in auto pilot mode

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, NOV. 27

The GHMC has put its
response to heavy rain,

under the impact of
Cyclone Nivar, on auto
maode. The Disaster

Response Force (DRF)
teams and monsoon action
teams will deploy in case
of an emergency They
will be followed by road
repair teams.

GHMC officials are con-
fident that there won't be
any emergency from
Saturday since the Indian
Meteorological Depart-

ACCORDING TO offi-
cials, the GHMC did not
receive any instruc-
tions from either the
state government or
higher authorities since
the model code of con-
duct is in place.

ment has predicted the
possibility of 30-40 per
cent rainfall in the next
two days, and the
stormwater network can
cope with this. According
to officials, the GHMC did
not receive any instrue-

— P. SURENDRA

tions from either the state
government or higher
authorities since the
model code of conduct is
in place. He said that offi-
cials, even those on poll
duty, should act in any
case of emergency”“Since
everyone is deployed on
poll duty, it would be at the
discretion of junior offi-
cials to act in the event of
an emergency by deploy-
ing additional teams. No
official instruction would
be given since the mecha-
nism is in place,” a senior
GHMC official said on the
condition of anonymity.

IMD WARNS OF
FORMATION OF
SECOND CYCLONIC
CIRCULATION

DC CORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATNAM, NOV. 27

Even as Andhra Pradesh
is grappling with the
aftereffects of Cyclone
Nivar, that struck the
Tamil Nadu coast on
November 26, another
eyclonie eirculation has
developed on the east
equatorial Indian Ocean
and adjoining south
Andaman Sea, the Indian
Meteorological Depa-
rtment said on Friday

Weather officials said
that under its influence, a
low pressure area is very
likely to form over south-
east Bay of Bengal during
the next 24 hours and
intensify further. It is like-
Iy to move westwards and
reach Tamil Nadu-
Puducherry coasts on
December 2. Under its
influence, heavy rainfall
is likely from December 1
onwards over Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry and
Karaikal.

WEATHER OFFICIALS
said that under its influ-
ence, a low pressure
area is very likely to
form over southeast Bay
of Bengal during the
next 24 hours and
intensify further.



DC CORRESPONDENTS
NELLORE, KURNOOL, NOV. 27

The State Disaster Rescue
Force and police rescued
13 persons stuck in flood
waters in two different
incidents at Chittoor dis-
trict on Friday, in the aft-
ermath of Cyclone Nivar.

In one rescue operation,
which lasted for 20 hours,
SDRF along with fire and
police personnel rescued
six persons belonging to a
family who got stuck in
the Gargeya river at
Akulavaripalle in Pileru
mandal of Chittoor dis-
trict on Friday.

Two SDRF men with the
help of locals reached the
other side of the river and
tied a rope across the
water: They used a swing
chair to rescue the vic-
tims, including a couple
and their children from to
Doddipalli located the out-
skirts of Pileru town.
Similarly, Tirupati Urban
police rescued seven mem-
bers of a family from a
marooned house in a
mango garden at Kandada
village of Yerpedu mandal

in Chittoor district
on Friday.
According to Urban

Superintendent of Police
Avula Ramesh Reddy, with
the release of water from
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NDREF, SDRF continue rescue op across AP

Bus carrying women employees to Sri City g

—

mandal of Chittoor district on Friday.

Sadasiva konda dam the
house in which they were
residing in the village was
inundated with water
causing tension to the
inmates.

Chittoor district received
an average rainfall of 10.4
cm during the last 24
hours. Gudipala mandal
recorded highest rainfall
with 25.2 em and Tirupati
rural received 2.8 cm on
Friday. Several water bod-
ies across the district br-
eached causing hardships

to the people and halting
the traffic movement.
Cyeclone Nivar dumped
84.4 mm rainfall in the last
24 hours at Chagalamarri
in Nandyal division of the
district. Sirivella, Allag-
adda, Koilkuntla, Orv-
akallu and Atmakur man-
dals were badly affected.
The flood water breached
causeways at various
places in these mandals.
Paddy on 4,500 hectares,
green  gram on 1,900
hectares, maize and horti-

ets stuck in flood waters

culture crops like banana
and papaya were lost. The
district administration
has announced an alert in
low-lying areas.

The flood situation is
grave in Nellore district
following inflow of 4 lakh
cusecs into the Somasila
reservoir. Officials were
releasing all the 4 lakh
cusecs downstream into
the Penna river.

District administration
sounded high alert and
made arrangements to

THE FLOOD situation
is grave in Nellore dis-
trict following inflow of
4 lakh cusecs into the
Somasila reservoir.

evacuate people from
villages on the banks of
the river from Somasila
to  Nellore. Many
habitations are under a
sheet of water and
flood water entered the
ancient Sri Talpagiri
Ranganadha Swamy tem-
ple at Nellore.

Elsewhere, NDRF and
SDRF teams rescued 120
persons at Devarayapalli
in Anantasagaram mandal
apart from 100 members
stranded in RTC buses
which were stuck in the
swirling flood waters at
Saidapuram.

Rescue teams rushed to a
village on the banks of the
river after two youths, Rafi
and Sreenu belonging to
Thoorpukambhampadu
got stuck in the flood
waters of the river and
saved them.

Traffic on NH 16 came to
a grinding halt due to
breaches to the diversion
road close to Audi Sankara
Engineering College near
Gudur. An alternative
road is being laid to
restore traffic.



Over 670

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vellore/Tiruvannamalai

SEVERAL parts of Vellore dis-
trict were affected by flooding
and inundation due to heavy
downpour on Thursday. The
discharge of 30,000 cusecs of
water from Kalavagunda reser-
voir, located in Chittoor district
of Andhra Pradesh, lead to
swelling of Ponnai river in Vel-
lore district.

Flood warning was issued to
14 villages in Gudiyatham taluk
on Thursday evening and an
evacuation drive was started by
the government authorities.
Top officials, including Vellore
district collector A Shanmuga
Sundaram, SP S Slevakumar
and Gudiyvatham RDO M Sheik
Mansoor, camped in Gudiyat-
ham. Threat of flooding loomed
large over several villages, in-
cluding Pavadaithope, Nellore-
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shifted overnight in Vellore

pet, Santhaipet and Indra Na-
gar, forcing the authorities to
evacuate people.

According to Shanmuga Sun-
daram, “As many as 679 people,
including 328 women and 105
children, were evacuated and
accommodated in five relief
centres in Gudiyatham.”

Water flowing out of Palar Anaicut in Walajah, Ranipet district on Friday Isnm:sn

The Mordhana dam in Gudi-
yatham has reached full level
of 37.72 feet. About 10,000
cusecs of water is being dis-
charged from the reservoir, of-
ficials of the Water Resources
Department (WRD) said.

The collector opened the
sluice gates of Mordhana dam

on Friday to discharge water
which will recharge 19 water
tanks. About 46,000 cusecs of
water has been flowing down
on Palar river with 42,000
cusecs discharged through Pal-
ar Anaicut located near Walaja
and another 4,000 cusecs divert-
ed through canals.

Minister for Commercial
Taxes and Registration, KC
Veeramani, visited flood-hit ar-
eas in Vellore, Ranipet and
Tirupattur districts on Friday
and distributed relief materi-
als to the affected people.

The Andiappanur Odai res-
ervoir in Tirupattur district
has reached 24.60 feet against
the full level of 26.24 feet and a
flood warning has been issued.
Ranipet collector AR Gladstone
Pushparaj has issued flood
warning to people residing in
low lying areas as the Ponnai
and Palar rivers are in spate.
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A vlew of the Adyar river | psawanan

Tryst with floods: 5 years on, buffer
zone along Adyar river still on paper

CSHIVAKUMAR @ Chennai

THE city’'s frequent tryst with
floods and evelones has been
throwing up novel ideas to min-
imise the damages. However,
many of these plans continue
to remain on paper as they are
hit by development concerns.
Among them is the five-year-
ald proposal to earmark a buff-
er zone along the banks of Ad-
yar to protect residential areas
and commercial establish-
ments from fleoding. After the
devastating floods of 2015, the
Public Works Department
{PWI) wanted to set a buffer
zone of 500 metres along the
river. The plan didn't move for-
ward as it would impact as
many as B52 acres of prime
land which was initially ac-
quired for the Chennai airport
expansion, but later
denatified.

It is learnt that when the
PWIY's proposal for buffer zone
came up, the Chennai Metro-
politan Development Authority
(CMDA) opposed it on the
ground that a buffer zone up to
#M0m or any other distance
would be arbitrary and may not
reflect the actual flooding con-
dition. However, PWD sources
told Express that the CMDA felt
it is a sensitive issue involving
several plot owners and pro-
spective construction of sever-
al homes.

The 852 acres, acquired in
2007 for constructing a parallel
runway, was not made to use as
the Airports Authority of India
in 2011 dropped the plan, stat-
ing that no significant improve-
ment in aireraft movement
wonld be achieved with the new
runway. Ever since, this land

has been lying idle as it is yet to
be reclassified by the CMDA.
The denotified land is located
at Manapakkam, Gerugam-
bakkam, Kolapakkam, Thara-
pakkam and Kovar villages in
Sriperumbudur taluk of
Kancheepuram district.

CMDA reclassifying
under the buffer zone

EVEMN as the buffer zone plan is
gathering dust, the CMDA has
been reclassifying the lands
which come under the buffer
zone of 300 metres based on
conditional approval from the
PWIL The CMDA only recently
called for a detailed flood study

Q

The area reserved for alrport
expansion has been defreezed and
thae officials are still conducting a

study to assign the land use

An official

by appointing a consultant in
the field of flocd madelling, to
comply with a Madras High
Court order on March 6, 2020,

Sources said appropriate
land use has to be assigned tak-
ing into consideration planning
permissions, approved layouts,
reclassification and ground
conditions, ete.

Om January 19, 2016, a com-
prehensive reclassification pro-
posal was prepared and placed
before a technical committes
which recommended that the
layouts falling under the 852
acres of denotified land should
be assipned primarily for resi-
dential use, It also sought de-
tails of maximum flood level

with regard to the 2015 floods
from the PWD for zoning of
flood-prone areas. However,
nothing has moved beyvond it,
except another meeting of the
committee in April 2018. This
meeting also falled to arelve at
a decision.

When Express contacted an
official, he said that the issue
has gpot nothing to do with
flonds. The area reserved for
airport expansion has been de-
freezed and the officials are
still conducting a study to as-
sign the land use, he added.

State yet to enact Flood
Plain Zoning says CAG report

According to a Comptroller and
Auditor General report, the
State has vet to enact the Flood
Plain Zoning, a concept to regu-
late land use in the flood plains
to restrict the damage caused by
floods and determining the loca-
tions and extent of areas for de-
velopmental activities so that it
does not affect environment. It
was mandated by the Central
Water Commission, which in
1975 circulated a model Bill of
FFPZ. Even the Second Master
Plan of Chennai prepared by
the CMDA's planners did not
provide roam for FPZ

K P Subramaniam, a former
professor of Urban engineering
in Anna University, said that the
Centre in 2003 issusd a guide-
line that Aoodplain zones should
be excluded from any develop-
ment but it has yet to be inchad-
ed in the development
regulations,

The CAG report states that
the CMDA has approved 241 lay-
outs in Chennai Metropolitan
area of which 127 were within
15 metres of waterways.
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Untimely drizzle adds to chill in city

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

A light rainfall that per-
sisted through the day was
only one side of the sudden
change in the city’s weather
on Friday. The change that
more people noticed was
the sharp fall in tempera-
tures, which dropped seven
degrees below normal to
22.7 degree Celsius. The
drizzle and low tempera-
ture combination made
people reach out for their
sweaters and jackets quite
early in the day, with many
also getting drenched by the
time they reached homes in
the evening on account of
the light rain.

Similar light rains are ex-
pected on Saturday as well,
The sky too could be gener-
ally cloudy with possibility
of rain or thunderstorms,
according to weather offi-
cials. According to the
Telangana State Develop-

ment Planning Society
(TSDPS), Hayathanagar
recorded the highest rain-
fall of 5.3 mm till 6 pm, fol-
lowed by Uppal (4.8 mm),
Hasthinapuram (43 mm)
and Bandlaguda (4.0 mm).
Apart from Hyderabad, dis-
tricts including Warangal
Rural, Nagarkurnool,
Jayashankar Bhupalpally,
Jogulamba-Gadwal, Nalgo-
nda and Wanaparthy too
witnessed light to moderate
rainfall on Friday.

On the temperature side,
the minimum temperature
on Thursday night was 18
degree Celsius, which was
still two degrees above the
normal 16 degree Celsius
witnessed usually during
this time of the year. The
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) attributed
the prevailing weather con-
ditions to a well-marked
low pressure area over
south Coastal Andhra
Pradesh.

An ice cream vendor seen on the Tank Bund in Hyderabad as rain lashed city, on Friday.
— Photo: Surya Sridhar
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Centrereleases
Rs326crto HP
underJal
Jeevan Mission

SHIMLA, 27 NOVEMBER

The Centralgovernmenthas
released Rs 326 crore under
JalJeevan Mission to Himachal
Pradesh. ChiefMinister Jai Ram
Thakur thanked the Centre
governmentforreleasingatotal
amount of Rs 326 crore and
said Himachal was the only
State in the country to have
released all the four install-
ments of Rs 81.5 crore each.

“Thegrantwill facilitate the
state governmenttoachieve
the target of providing piped
drinkingwater to every house-
hold of the state at the earli-
est. All this was possible due
to the continuous efforts
made by State Jal Shakti Min-
ister Mahender Singh Thakur
and other senior officersof the
departmentforempathetically
takingup the case before the
Central government,” he
added. SNS
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Four killed due to Nivar
cyclone in TN; Centre,
state announce relief

OUR CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAI: The Centre on
Friday pledged all support to
cyclone Nivar-affected Tamil
Nadu with both Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister K Palaniswami
announcing relief to the kin of
those killed.

Nivar which wreaked
havoc in 18 districts of the
state has claimed four lives
besides leaving several cat-
tle dead and over 2,000 trees
uprooted, Palaniswami said, a
day after the very severe storm
made landfall.

Modi spoke to Palaniswami
who apprised him of the situa-
tion in the state.

The prime  minister
informed Central teams would
be deputed the state for all
assistance.

"Spoke to Tamil Nadu CM
Thiru @EPSTamilNadu and
discussed the situation in the
wake of the cyclone and heavy
rainfall in parts of the state.
Central teams are being sent
to Tamil Nadu to assist in res-
cue and relief work,” a PMO
tweet said.

In another tweet, it said the
PM condoled the loss of lives

and prayed for quick recovery
of the injured.

"An ex-gratia of Rs. 2
lakh each would be given to
the next of kin of the per-
sons deceased and Rs. 50,000
each to the injured, from the
PMNRE @CMOTamilNadu,”
it added.

Palaniswami announced
Rs 10 lakh each to the families
of the victims.

The cyclone had crossed
the coast between Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry on Thursday
morning, but spared the state
of very large scale destruction
as witnessed during the Gaja
cyclone two years ago that
crossed the coast between
Nagapattinam and Vedaran-
yam in the south.

Apart from uprooting
2,064 trees in the affected
districts, including Chennai,
Cuddalore. Chengalpattu,
Vellore and Nagapattinam,
it caused damage to about
108 power transformers and
over 2,927 electric poles,
Palaniswami said in a state-
ment here.

The work to clear the fallen
trees and restore the trans-
formers was being taken up
on a war-footing, he said.




RITU RAO

Unlike the west,
where the sewer
systems are
separate from
the stormwater
channels, in India,
due to high costs,
the sewer system
has been merged
with the existing
stormwater
channels in
virtually all

the cities
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Death of ariver

While the death of the Sahibi illustrates the general apathy towards rivers,
the same applies to every river in India flowing in urban areas

n his book, The Biology of
Belief, Bruce Lipton nar-
rates a peculiar tree-kill-
ing technique practised
by the tribes of the Solomon
Islands. The tribals encircle a
tree and curse it relentlessly.
The tree eventually dies.Here,
Lipton seeks to highlight the
power of the subconscious
mind to convert positive or
negative sentiments into self-
fulfilling prophecies. You
may take Lipton’s story with a
pinch of salt. But, it appears to
be working in the case of our
commons (water bodies, graz-
ing lands, sacred groves, etc).

While it may be difficult
to pinpoint the exact moment
these terms underwent degen-
eration, it seems to coincide
with urbanisation, which came
ata cost to our commons. Their
value was lost on the commu-
nity, with hassle-free availabil-
ity of finite resources through
utilities, predicting a discon-
nect with our natural heritage.
The Sahibi

A particularly poignant
story playing out right before
our indifferent eyes is that of
the Sahibi nadi (river) aka
Sahabi, Sahbi or Sabi. At one
time, this river might have held
perennial flow as is evident by
the presence of several Indus
Valley Civilization sites on its
banks as well as those of its
tributaries, the Sota, Krishna-
vati and Dohan.

Scholars have identified
the Sahibi river with the Dri-
shadvati river of the Vedic
period. We have willfully over-
looked the rich heritage the
nadi represents. Presently, this
ephemeral river rises phoenix-
like from some of the aridest
regions of India. It flows from
the Saiwar hills in Sikar district
in Rajasthan.

It goes forth, collecting the
waters of almost 100 tributar-
ies. In its upper reaches, the
Sahibi drains parts of Rajast-
han like Alwar and the south-
ern districts of Haryana like
Rewari. In its lower reaches,
it receives the waters of the
Indori nala near Pataudi and
Badshah nala further north.,

Beyond Pataudi to the
north, the nadi extends in
two directions: north-west
and north. The latter course
used to join the Yamuna via
the Najafgarh jheel (lake) and
drain number 6. The former
used to link it with the Jhajjar

The Sehibi Nodi near Dwarka in Delhi

depression and drain number
8, which also joins the Yamuna.

Downstream of the Najaf-
garh jheel on the Delhi side,
the nadi used to drain into
the Yamuna just before Wazi-
rabad through a channel now
famously known as the Najaf-
garh drain. The Najafgarh
drain gets its name from the
Najafgarh jheel.
Masani Barrage

Owing to its long passage
through the arid and sandy
country, the Sahibi flows with
strength only during the rainy
season. Heavy floods were
recorded in 1845, 1873, 1917,
1930, 1933, 1960, 1963, 1972
and 1977.

To check the entry of Sahibi

rage to Dhansa, where the river
enters Delhi, up to Najafgarh
jheel is either encroached upon
or altered.

The construction of the
barrage not only sealed the
fate of the Sahibi but also that
of Naiafgarh jhmf. along with
the Najafgarh drain. One of
the fundamental rights of a
river is to flow. Another is to
receive tribute from its trib-
utaries while simultaneously
paying tribute to a larger river.

Killing the Sahibi prema-
turely at Masani barrage and
not allowing it to meet the
Yamuna, is a violation of its
fundamental rights. Amaz-
ingly, nature has a way to cling
on despite humanity’s best

waters in Delhi, a regulator
was constructed at Dhansa in
1964, along with a bund on the
Delhi side of the jheel. Again,
in response to the great flood
in 1977 that affected far-off
places like Janakpuri in Delhi,
the Masani barrage was con-
structed on the Delhi-Jaipur
highway near Masani village
in Rewari,

Several smaller dams have
also been constructed through-
out the hills of Rajasthan to
store rainwater. The construc-
tion of dams has restricted the
flow of water in the nadi and it
is now rare for water overflow
from monsoon rains to reach
up to the Masani barrage.

Downstream from the
barrage, there is no flow in
the Sahibi. The course of the
Sahibi from the Masani bar-

efforts to or destroy
it. Several important wetlands
lie in a series along with the
current and paleochannels of
the Sahibi river.

While legislation is in place
to protect rivers, the wheels
turn ever so slowly. The River
Ganga (Rejuvenation, Pro-
tection and Management)
Authorities Order, 2016 is a
document with an ambitious
scope.

By the time strict enforce-
ment of such orders happens,
perhaps it may be too late for
what is left of the Sahibi and
its series of wetlands or it may
call for the demolition of struc-
tures, which are found to be
in its violation. Such post-
facto actions are bound to be
vociferously contested by the
affected parties in the courts of

the land, with no easy or quick
resolutions.

Meanwhile, the Najafgarh
drain is the largest contributor
of sewage (55-60 per cent) to
the Yamuna in Delhi, which, in
turn, has been declared, alarm-
ingly, dead for all practical pur-
poses. The pollutants from the
Najafgarh jheel and the drain
are leaching into the soil and
contaminating the aquifers.

However, it wasn't always
like this. Sohail Hashmi talks
about days that dont go back
very far. Up to the 1960s, the
drain had clean water to sus-
tain fish and people used to
catch fish in it.

Hashmi particularly nar-
rates an event of the early
1960s, when a vanaspati (veg-
etable oil) factory at Zakhira
accidentally discharged large
amounts of vanaspati into the
nearby Najafgarh drain.

Since it was winter at the
time, the vanaspati solidified
in the drain water. The water
was so clean at that time that
people in the surrounding
areas collected the vanaspati
from the drain for use in their
homes.

Lessons for India

Sahibi’s story is the story
of all rivers in India. They
have been reduced to the lat-
ter meaning of the terms nala
and drain, especially in urban
areas. This is true for not just
water bodies but all commons.

Traditionally, Indians were
known to live sustainably with
nature. This is evident from

the country’s rich heritage in
harvesting water or protecting
endangered flora or fauna in
sacred groves,

So, when did we stop car-
ing for our water bodies and
started discharging our domes-
tic sewage into our rivers and
streams turning them into sew-
ers? The answer can be found
in journalist and author Sopan
Joshi’s book Jal Thal Mal.

Heattributes the degenera-
tion of our water bodies to the
modern sewer systems. Unlike
the west, where the sewer sys-
tems are separate from the
stormwater channels, in India,
due to high costs, the sewer
system has been merged with
the existing stormwater chan-
nels in virtually all the cities.

Joshi rues the grim state of
our water bodies despite half of
India’s population still not hav-
ing access to toilets. He shud-
ders to contemplate the plight
of our water bodies when all
Indians will have access to
toilets connected to a sewer
system.

Sopan Joshi further argues
how we have continuously
ignored the triangular link of
our excreta with our water and
land. Excreta, which correctly
should have been converted
into manure to enrich our soils,
is being disposed of off into our
water bodies, thereby polluting
them — a clear case of a double
whammy. DTE

The writer is a PhD scholar

on urban water bodies. Views
expressed are personal




o Standing crops in4,30,780
havaluedat Rs1846.85cr
are estimated to have
damaged

o Paddy crop damaged in
2,80,829 ha with maximum
damage reported in Guntur
and Krishna districts

o Bengal gram crop was
affected in 57,234 ha and
black gram in 36,671 ha

HANS NEWS SERVICE
GUNTUR

CYCLONE Nivar caused huge devastation
by damaging the standing crops in
4,30,780 hectare in the state, Paddy farm-
ersarethe most affected followed by those
who cultivated red gram, Bengal gram, cot-
tonand other crops. According to prelim-

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Hans 28-November-2020

THE

)

HANS INDIA

Paddy crop bears the brunt

inary estimates by the office of the com-
missioner of agriculture, the crop loss is
8,32,069 metric tonne. In terms of value,
the loss is estimated at Rs 1,846.85 crore,
The government has to pay input subsidy
of Rs 580.28 crore to the farmers whose
cropswere damaged due to cyclone Nivar.,

Paddy crop was damaged in 2,80,829
hectare with Guntur suffered highest loss

in 1,02,890 hectare, Krishna in 63,503
hectare, followed by 30,146 hectare in East
Godavari district. Crop damage is meagre
in other districts compared with these
three major cultivators,

Similarly, Bengal gram crop was de-
stroyedin 57,234 hectare in the state, Max-
imum crop damage in 45,113 hectares was
reported in Kadapa district and crop was

damaged in 11,871 hectare in Prakasam
district,

Black gram crop was aftected in 36,671
hectare in the state, Highest extent of
damage, in16,360 hectare, is in Prakasam
district followed by 12,966 hectare in Nel-
lore district, Red gram crop was damaged
in 18,608 hectare in all the districts. The
maximum damage of 18,179 hectare was

NIVAR

CYCLONE

in Prakasam district, followed by 349
hectare in Kadapa district. Cotton fields
were damaged in 16,878 hectares in the
entire state with Prakasam district report-
ing damage in 13,188 hectare followed by
1,202 hectarein Kadapa.

Tobacco was hitin 7,972 hectare, green
gram was damaged in 3,561 hectare in the
state,
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