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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/ CHENNAI

National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) is well prepared
ahead of Cyclone Burevi strik-
ing the coasts of Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and Odisha on Thursday,
the NDRF officials said here on
Wednesday,

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) tweeted,
“The cyclonic storm ‘Burevi’
over Southwest Bay of Bengal
moved west-northwestwards
with a speed of 18 kmph during
past six hours and lay centered
at 0830 hours IST of today, the
2nd December, 2020 over
Southwest Bay of Bengal near
Lat. 8.6degN and Long.
83.0degE, about 200 km east of
Trincemalee (Sri Lanka), 420
km east-southeast of Pamban
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Cloudy weather conditions ahead of Cyclone Burevi in Kanyakumari on Wednesday. — Photo: PTI

(India) and 600 km nearly east-
northeast of Kanyakumari
(India). It is very likely to in-
tensify further during the next
12 hours.” “It weould then move
nearly west-southwestwards
very close to coast slowly and
cross south Tamil Nadu coast
between Kanniyakumari and
Pamban during 3rd December
night and 4th December eatly
morning as a Cyclonic Storm
with a wind speed of 70-80
kmph gusting to 90 kraph,” the
tweet added.

“Twoteams of NDRF are de-
ployed at Thoothukudi, in view
of Cyclone Burevi, Burevi is ex-
pected to cross South Tamil
Nadu between Kanniyakumari
and Pamban on the morning of
December 4,” as per IMD.
NDRF teams were also de-

Burevi set to strike Kerala, TN today

e

ployed in Kerala’s Thiruvanan-
thapuram and Tamil Nadu's
Kanniyakumari.

“Cyclone Burevi will likely
hit Thiruvananthapuram dis-
trict tomorrow. We've asked
fishermen to return and have
completely banned fishing and
regulated movement in hilly
areas. We are expecting very
high rainfall with wind speeds
of 75- 80 kmph,” said Navjot
Khosa, District Collector,
Thiruvananthapuram,

“We had a special District
Disaster Management Author-
ity (DDMA) meeting with de-
fence forces that are stationed
here. Unit heads of these forces
attended the meeting and we
planned rescue, relief and
search cperation strategies, if
the need should arise,” Khosa

added. “Cyclone Burevi will be
over 1,300 km away from
Odisha. So, there will be no di-
rect impact here. We have not
issued any warnings across the
districts. The next five days will
see dry weather prevail over
the State,” the IMD.

Modi speaks to CMs
Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spoke with the
Chief Ministers of Tamil Nadu
and Kerala and discussed the
situation prevailing in parts of
the States. “We discussed the
conditicns prevailing in parts
of the State due to Cyclone Bu-
revi, Centre will provide all
possible support to TN. I pray
for the well-being and safety of
those living in areas
affected.”anyen
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Keylong in Lahaul-Spiti district witnessed 57 cm of snowfall in November. FHOTO: JAI KUMAR

Kalpareceived 64.6 cm snowin
November;, highestin 16 years

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, DECEMBER 2

Kalpa and Keylong in trib-
al Kinnaur and Lahaul
and Spiti districts
received 64.6 cm and 57
em of snowfall last month,
the highest in the past 16
and 11 years, respectively,
while Manali witnessed 12

cm of snow after a decade.

The state received 43.1
mm of rain against the
normal rainfall of 20.3
mm, around 112 per cent
excess during November.
In the past few years, the
highest rainfall of 49.1
mm (142 per cent excess)
wasrecorded in November
last year while the lowest

rainfall 0.0 mm (minus 100
per cent) was recorded
mn 2016.

The lowest minimum
temperature of minus
9.9°C was recorded in Key-
long on November 27 and
the highest maximum
temperature of 31.3°C was
recorded at Una on
November 3.
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Cyclone Burevi: Red alert
in four districts of Kerala

AGE CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DEC. 2

Red alert has been sound-
ed in four districts of
Kerala with the MET
department forecasting
Cvclone Burevi to cross
Neyvattinkara taluk in
Thiruvananthapuram dis-
trict between December 3
night and December 4
morning.

The red alert was issued
for Thiruvananthapruam,
Kollam, Pathanamthitta
and Alappuzha district for
December 3. As many as 26
relief teams have been
deployed in Tamil Nadu
and Kerala by NDRF.

Based on the central met
departments forecast,
Kerala State Disaster
Management Authority
sajd the cyelone might
pass Thir-
uvananthapuram district
on December 4.

People have been asked
to remain on high alert
and take precautionary
measures as directed by
the administration.
Venturing into the sea

THE RED alert was
issued for Thiruvanan-
thapruam, Kollam,
Pathanamthitta and
Alappuzha district for
December 3.

» AS MANY as 26 relief
teams have been
deployed in Tamil Nadu
and Kerala by NDRF.

PEOPLE HAVE been
asked to remain on high
alert and take precaution-
ary measures as directed
by the administration.
Venturing into the sea
from anywhere along
Kerala coast has been
prohibited.

from anywhere along
Kerala coast has been pro-
hibited. The ban is appli-
cable to all fishing boats.
Those who have already
ventured into the sea for
fishing activities should
return to the nearest
coast. “No one will be
allowed to venture into the
seat till Kerala State
Management Authority

assesses the progression
and path of the cyclone
and gives the nod,” an offi-
cial said here.

Meanwhile, the MET
department has warned of
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall in many parts of the
state between December 2
and 4.

Very heavy rainfall is
expected in
Thiruvananthapuram,
Kollam, Pathanamthitta,
and Alappuzha on
December 3. These dis-
tricts are expected to get
more than 204.5 mm of
rainfall within a period 24
hours.

These districts are also
likely to have high velocity
winds during this period,
KSDMA has directed the
departments concerned to
take all required precau-
tionary measures and
people have been asked to
comply with the instruc-
tions of authorities.

The Kerala State
Disaster Management
Authority (KSDMA) is

closely monitoring the
progress of the cyclone
and the path.
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constituted by the Ministry of
Jal Shakti to settle Pennaiyar
river inter-State water dispute
between Tamil Nadu and Kar-
nataka has failed to resolve the
issue, The committee has rec-
ommended the Ministry to set
up a tribunal for settlement of
the dispute. Tamil Nadu had
moved the Supreme Court, chal-
lenging the illegal construction
of new check dams and diver-
sion structures by Karnataka,

across the Pennaivar and its
tributaries. The apex court, in
its order dated November 4,
2019, had permitted Tamil Nadu
to make an application to seek
constitution of an Inter-State
River Disputes Tribunal.
Accordingly, the State sub-
mitted the request for constitu-
tion of a tribunal to the Jal
Shakti Ministry on November
30, 2019, The Ministry forward-
ed the complaint to all co-basin
States/UT (Tamil Nadu, Karna-
taka, Andhra Pradesh, and Pu-
ducherry) for seeking their

Tribunal needed to settle
Pennaiyar dispute: Panel

Negotiation commmittee fails to solve row between TN & Karnataka

views. A Negotiation Commit-
tee was constituted for resolu-
tion of the dispute on January
20 this year.

As per the official documents
available with Express, the com-
mittee had held meetings on
February 24 and July 7, before
submitting its final report on
July 31. In the report, the com-
mittee mentioned that it made
sincere attempts to resolve the
issue amicably between the two
States, but failed. The commit-
tee has recommended the Min-
istry to consider constituting
the tribunal. “No tribunal has
been constituted so far in the
matter,” said an official from
the Ministry

Karnataka had taken up five

different works in the Pennai-
yar river basin, affecting the
natural flow of the waterbody.
It is constructing a pumping
station to pump the waters of
the river from Thattanur (Tatt-
anur) village in Malur taluk of
Kolar district to Lakkur
Tank, which is at about
65 feet higher elevation,
for distributing water to
about 160 tanks through
underground PVC pipe-
line. There is a lift irriga-
tion scheme at Ellamalla Chetty
tank for pumping 22 MLD (284
meft) of water to fill up the
Hoskote tank, which is located
upstream, using 120 HP
motors.

The most contentious project

that TN is opposing is the con-
struction of a reservoir of 500
mcft storage capacity, across
Markandeya river, a tributary
of Pennaivar river, near Yargol
village, just upstream of Karna-
taka - TN border. TN govern-
ment claims that these
projects would severely
affect the livelihood of
lakhs of farmers in
Krishnagiri, Dhar-
mapuri, Tiruvannama-
lai, Villupuram, and Cud-
dalore districts.

The State alleges that Karna-
taka has violated the terms and
conditions of the agreement be-
tween the then State of Madras
and Mysore made in the year
1892,

. 1
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