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Tourism deptapproves
facelift of Karan Lake

PARVEEN ARORA

KARNAL, DECEMEER 23

The Haryana Tourism
Department has given its nod
to the project of facelift and
renovation of Karan Lake,
presently spread on 17 acres,
to Karnal Smart City Limited
(KSCL), a specal purpose
vehicle looking after the Kar-
nal Smart City project.

The green signal was given
tothe KSCLin a recent meet-
ing between RS Verma,
Director, Tourism Depart-
ment; Nishant Kumar Yadav,
Deputy Commissioner-cum-
CEO KSCL; and other offi-
cials of the smart city.

Now, the KSCL will prepare
a detailed project report and
will call the tenders. The
authorities are hopeful that
the work will commence in
January. The exsting infra-
structure of the lake will also
be incorporated in the pro-
posed plan, said Nishant
Kumar Yadav, CEQ.

“We have chalked out a plan
to develop or renovate the
Karan Lake. The Tourism
Department is already con-
structing the banquethall. For
beautification, we will erect
tancy lights as well as proper
signage. Three layers of tracks
will also be laid on the periph-
ery ofthe lake which is around
1.3 kkm. One will be for pedes-
trians, second for cycling and
third one for vehicular move-
ment,” said Yadaw.

A grand fountain would

also be installed in thg__lakem

A prpﬂrsecl layout of the project of facelift and renovation of

Karan Lake in Karnal. TRIBUNE FHOTO

LIGHT-AND-SOUND SHOW WILL BE PLANNED

B For beautification, fancy
lights as well as proper
signage will be erected

BThree layers of tracks
will be laid on the
periphery of the lake

B Besides, a light-and-

sound show will also be
organised in the evenings

B A fountain will be installed

and sitting arrangements
will be made

B A food court will be

made and an island will
also be developed

BThe existing infrastrue-

ture of the lake will be
incorporated in the plan

and proper sitting arrange-
ments for tourists would also
be made. Besides, a light-
and-sound show would also
beorganised in the evenings,
he said. A food court would be
made and a beautitul island
would also be developed to
attract tourists, he added.
Presently, Karan Lake is
dependent on Western Yamu-
na Canal for water, which is
seasonal and gets water from
July to August. “To ensure
round-the-yvear supply of
water, two tube-wells will be

installed. Automatic water
gauges will also be installed
to check the water levelin the
lake,” Yadav said.

Apart from these, ancient
sculpture would also be
installed on the pathway
from National Highway-44 to
Karnal Lake to beautify the
entrance, the DC asserted.

The KSCL hasalsoplanned
to attract local residents apart
from the travellers on NH-44
for which it will developa cor-
ridor from Shrimad Bhagvad
Gita Dwar to Karan Lake.
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Brahmaputra Aamantran Abhiyan flagged off
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Rafting team of the NDRF at Geliing in Arunachal Pradesh on Wednesday. — UB Photos

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Dec 23: The
Brahmaputra Aamantran Ab-
hivan (BAA), an initiative to
popularize sustainable prac-
tices and river rejuvenation,
was flagged off today by Un-
ion Minister Kiren Rijiju.

It is being organized by the
Brahmaputra Board and the in-
itiative 1s being supported by

the state governments of Aru-
nachal Pradesh and Assam.

Various government organ-
izations — North Eastern Coun-
cil, WAPCOS Ltd, Oil India
Ltd, NHPC Ltd, National High-
ways and Infrastructure De-
velopment Corporation Ltd
(NHIDCL), have also extend-
ed their support.

The Brahmaputra Aaman-
tran Abhivan has been organ-

ized with a two-pronged ap-
proach — as a Public Outreach
Programme focusing on the
younger generation through
a river rafting expedition to
inculcate the concept of ‘Liv-
ing with the River," and a proc-
ess of combined scientific data
collection and analysis on riv-
er water quality, river sedi-
ment, river bank erosion and
fish habitat along the entire

route of the expedition.

The rafting team of the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) started the
expedition from Gelling in
Arunachal Pradesh and will
traverse along the Siang/
Brahmaputra river docking
at various stations hefore
concluding at Assameralga
near the Indo-Bangla border
in Assam.
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The water level at Gandikota Reservoir reaches the full storage capacity of 26.85 tme on Wednesday.
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Full Gandikota reservoir makes
CM Jagan’s dream come true

DC CORRESPONDENT
KADAPA, DEC. 23

Making Chief Minister
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s dre-
am come true, Gandikota
Reservoir in Kadapa dis-
trict has reached its full
level of 26.85 tme, thanks
to timely works taken up
by irrigation authorities
under supervision of col-
lector Chevuri Harikiran.
Incidentally, when the
CM last visited the dis-
trict, he had directed
authorities he should be
able to see a full reservoir
when he returns again.
Accordingly, officials
have worked hard and
ensured that for first time

» CHIEF ENGINEER Kamana Shravan Kumar Reddy
said this is the first time that Gandikota Reservoir has
reached the full level. In 2013, for the first time, three
tmc of water was pumped into the reservoir, followed
by 5.5 tmc in 2016, 8.2 tmc in 2017, 12 tmc each in 2018
and 2019. In 2020, however, the reservoir has reached
its full storage level of 26.85 tmc.

in history of Kadapa dis-
trict, Gandikota reaches
its actual capacity of 26.85
tme.

Currently, Gandikota is
receiving inflows of 3,860
cusecs of water while
3.000 cusecs is being
released to Mylavaram
Reservoir. Water level at
Gandikota, which had
reached 26 tme at 3 am on
Tuesday, reached 212

metres, the full storage
capacity of 26.85 tme, on
Wednesday.

Chief engineer Kamana
Shravan Kumar Reddy
said this is the first time
that Gandikota Reservoir
has reached the full level.
In 2013, for the first time,
three tme of water was
pumped into the reservoir,
followed by 5.5 tme in 2016,
8.2 tmc in 2017, 12 tmc each

in 2018 and 2019. In 2020,
however, the reservoir has
reached its full storage
level of 26.85 tme.

Meanwhile, backwaters
of Gandikota have entered
sweet orange farms in
Gangadevipalle village in
Muddanur mandal. Many
of the trees have got com-
pletely submerged in the
water with Gandikota
Reservoir holding water at
the full level.

Farmers said it will cost
them about 15 lakh to
replant and raise the trees.
Concerns have also been
raised over non-distribu-
tion of compensation to all
displaced persons under
the Gandikota Reservoir.
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Rijiiu

flags off Brahmaputra

river rafting expedition

OUR CORRESPONDENT

ITANAGAR: Union minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju on Wednesday
flagged off the Brahmaputra
Aamantran Abhiyaan, a river
rafting expedition and pub-
lic outreach programme, in
Arunachal Pradesh's Upper
Siang district.

The Union Minister for
Sports and Youth Affairs
flagged off the expedition from
the Mayum hanging bridge in
Gelling.

The event is being organ-
ised by the Brahmaputra
Board under the Centre's
Ministry of Jal Shakti with
the support of the state gov-
ernments of Arunachal
Pradesh and Assam and the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF),

The objective of the event
is to act as a public outreach

programme aimed at youths
and students to popularise
the concept of "living with
the river”.

A combined data collec-
tion and sampling exercise
will be undertaken on river
water quality, sediments, bank
erosion and fish habitat along
the entire route, in collabo-
ration with various reputed
institutes.

The rafting expedition will
comprise two legs covering
around 900 km.

The Arunachal leg will
move along the Siang river till
Pasighat in East Siang district.

Upon entering Assam's
Dhemaji  district  from
Pasighat, the Assam leg will
start along the Brahmaputra
river, terminating at Assame-
ralga in Mankachar district
near the India-Bangladesh
border.
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Encroachupents; goy p«g,thy taking toll on Musi banks

- The Musi river originates in  Call it apathy or greed for money or
Vikarabad district in Telangana  politically callous attitude, over the years,
near the Ananthagiri Hillsand  Musi river has been converted into a dump
only a 50 km stretch of the river  yard...Something which Mir Osman Ali Khan,
passes through the present-day the last Nizam of the princely state would
Hyderabad. The river then  have never dreamt of. Successive
merges with the Krishna riverin - governments came with grandiose plans
Nalgonda district. which never really took off and lot of money
On the southern side, Osman  has gone down Musi sewerage. Instead of
Sagar Dam was constructed and  rejuvenating Musi, the encroachment has
Husain Sagar was constructed gone up by several times. The riverbed has
. onthe northern side. Hyderabad  been levelled in several areas including the
city was nicely planned to  land next to Telangana High Court which
ensure enough water supply and  Speaks volumes about the functioning of
proper discharge of water into  the civic administration and its impact was
Husain Sagar so that the city ~Seen when Hyderabad was lashed by heavy

was free from floods.  rains recently.

The Musi Riverfront Development Corporation authorities identified that there
are nearly 6,350 encroachments around Musi. This was in 2017. The Hans India
invites public participation in coming up with suggestions on how to Save
Musi. Readers may share the information they have with pictures, if any, on
_encroachments on the Musi river on citvhanshyderabad @amail.com




Vasavi KALERU &
UpAy PULLURI
. Nagoe

MUSI river, once the lifeline of Hy-
derabad city, is in a sad state, with in-
creasing encroachments shrinking its
bed across the city. The situation at
Nagole is getting worse by the day. At
least 60% of buffer zone of the river
is encroached upon by private estab-
lishments, residential complexes, de-
plore environmental activists. Many
are utilising the riverbanks for park-
ing and other purposes.

“Encroachments have been taking
place for long under the very nose of
authorities, but there is no effort to
check obliteration of water bodies
and their banks. We still don’t have
any specific data on how much is en-
croached and the government negli-
gence is aiding its reckless destruc-
tion. There is no official acting against
it,” rues Bhavesh Patel, a plywood
manufacturer in Nagole.

Speaking of the Musi encroach-
ments, Lubna Sarvath, a social ac-
tivist, observes that countless en-
croachments have taken place on the
riverbanks. “For a decade, the river
has been losing its width and water
flow is reduced for a number of rea-
sons, mainly on account of encroach-
ments. A few commercial and domes-
tic establishments have encroached
the banks and it is disappointing that

Musi River Front Development Cor-
poration (MRFDC) has failed to carry
out its legitimate duty in protecting
the river.”

Demarcation of Musi boundary
and buffer zone was to be completed
in April. The survey began on March
10, 2020, and soon after Covid-19
pandemic stalled it. Later, unprece-
dented rains also came in the way.
"Conduits cannot be placed when the
place is muddy but now work is un-
derway and we plan to complete the
remining 20% survey. The next exer-
cise is to demarcate the river bound-
ary and buffer zone which we plan to
complete in the next two months,”
Devireddy Sudheer Reddy, the LB
Nagar MLA and Chairman of Musi
River Front Development Corpora-
tion (MRFDC), had told The Hans In-
dia earlier.

On the enormity of the situation,
an official of MRDC said on condition
of anonymity that a survey on Musi
encroachments is underway. “We are
trying to pinpoint encroachments
along with the identification of geo-
metric measures of the river to get a
clarity on the situation. Once we com-
plete the survey, we shall take an im-
mediate action against the encroach-
ers and evict them. In Nagole,
Janapriya Apartment is constructed
in the buffer zone of river and action
will be initiated. On the other hand,
we are alsoworking on beautification
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“ CHIEF MINISTER'S VISION

| Wish to restore Musi River to its Past glory.
Qur vision is to make Musi as the pride of
Hyderabad and the State. The revitalised
Musi River Corridor, with the river cleaned
and restored, meaningful green lung spaces,
thoughtful reinvigorating landscape designs
and improved transport connectivity, will
set the path for a sustainable and

inclusive future

of riverbanks with walkways for
denizens.”

The 50-metre buffer zone is yet to
be demarcated. As per a 2017 study,
there were 6,400 encroachments.
Now, the emphasis is on restoration
of the buffer zone, and the first phase
envisages removing shrubs, clearing
silt and fogging. An action plan on en-
croachments was also planned to be
taken up simultaneously. The
drainage systems of several localities
are deplorable. In recent months,
there was rise in cases relating to
‘dengue’ infections especially among
children. Because of the stagnant wa-
ter, hyacinth and garbage dumped
into the river, people in the neigh-
bourhood of the waterbody channels
are suffering due to rise in mosquito
breeding.
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For a decade, the river has been losing its width

i for a number of
and water flow is reduced
reasons, mainly on account pf encroachmentts. It
is disappointing that Musi River Developme:
Corporation (MRDC) has failed to carry out its

iti ty of protecting the river .
s — Lubna sarvath, a social activist

ARADHANA SCHOOL OF BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

(Affiliated to Osmania University — Approved by AICTE)
Near to Pillar 216, Kismatpur, Rajendra Nagar, Hyd-86

ADMISSIONS NOTIFICATION (Category B)

Intake: 120 Seats & Category B: 36 Seats
Interested candidates can apply on or
before Mon 28-12-2020. Eligibility:
Course  |As per Govt rules,

Application Fee is Rs.1000/-
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