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Ammonia levels to
affect water supply

New Delhi: Dethi has once again witnessed an
alarming hike in ammonia levels in the raw water
coming from Haryana, The levels reached more
than six times the maximum treatable limit on
Monday. Delhi Jal Board has issued an advisory
stating that water supply mey be hit in some parts
of thecity on Tuesday morning,
“As the level of ammonia pollu-
tant in the Yamuna at Waezirabad
pond is high and on increasing
trend, water production has been
curtailed from water treatment
plants at Wazirabad, Chandrawal RallEllay
and Okhla. Water supply shall beaf: BMAGRALLE
fected in the evening of December ISkt
28and the morningof December 20 Sy
and so on tll the ammonia level redu-
ces to treatable limit," the DJB spokesperson stated.
Areas likely to be affected include NDMC lo-
calities, Civil Lines, Moolchand, South Exten-
sion, Greater Kailash, Kamala Nagar, Pahar-
ganj, old and new Rajendra MNagar, Patel Nagar,
Kalkaji, Govind Puri and Sangam Vihar. Other
areas, which may be Impacted, include Model
Town, Gulabi Bagh, Punjabi Bagh, Cantonment
areas and parts of South Delhi.
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Review Sanjay Lake
plan, says activist

New Delhi: Yamuna activist Manoj Mishraon
Monday wroteto LG Anil Bajjal and CM Arvind
Kejriwal for a third-party evaluation of the pro-
posed Sanjay Lake View Complex project.

Sanjay Lake is the ox-bow waterbody of
the Yamuna and located on theriver's previo-
us channel, said Mishra, convener of Yamu-
nadJiye Abhiyaan. Ita floodplain itivities
are as grave as the Yamuna's, he

“Any highrise apartment on it is highly su-
sceptible to damage and destruction from lique-
faction in caseof a serious earthquake,” Mishra
wrote, claiming that plansof green buildingsand
rense of waste water couldn't take away the fim-
damental risks involved in such constructions.
“Sanjay Lake requires a restoration plan that se-
uumitstﬂﬂmﬂﬁ:rﬂmn’tmﬂinmmm

Authority
official said, “A public consultation will be car-
ried] out before starting any work. The area is
not part of the Yamuna floodplain and the la-
ke's catchment area would not be affected.”

Theplan includes highrise apartments with
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KCR sanctions Huzurnagar
Lift Irrigation Scheme

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 28

Chief Minister
Chandrasekhar Rao on
Monday announced sanction-
ing of Huzurnagar Lift
Irrigation Scheme.

Reviewing works of Water
Resources Department at
Pragathi Bhavan, he also
instructed officials to com-
plete Chanaka-Korata project
barrage in Adilabad district
by June 2021.

He wanted a review of all
medium irrigation projects in
combined Adilabad district,
apart from left-over works,
including Chennur  Lift
Irrigation Scheme. They
should be completed as early
as possible, he underlined.

The Chief Minister wanted
principal secretary (Water
Resources) Rajat Kumar and
other senior officials to visit
areas under the combined
Adilabad district, review the
situation, and take action on
various projects accordingly.

The officers have been
instructed to develop avucut
under Asifabad, Bellampalli,
and Mancherial constituen-
cies, apart from taking neces-
sary measures with regard to
Pranahita Project.

The Chief Minister asked
officials concerned to invite
tenders  immediately  for
Kuppi project in Adilabad dis-
trict, Ghattu Project in
Mahabubnagar district, and
Nagamadugu lift irrigation
project under Jukkal

. Engineer-in-chief

posts raised to six

From Page 1

The number of engineer-in-
chief posts will be raised from
three to six so that each ENC
will look after one out of the
administration, operation and
maintenance wings exclusive-
ly. It was also decided to
increase chief engineer posts
from 19 to 22; superintendent
engineer posts from 47 to 57;
executive engineer posts from
206 to 234, deputy executive

engineer posts from 678 to 892,
AEE posts from 2436 to 2796,
technical officer posts from
129 to 199, assistant technical
officer posts from 173 to 242,
junior technical officer posts
from 346 to 398, and non-tech-
nical personal assistant posts
from 31 to 45,

Accordingly, the superinten-
dent posts will also be
increased from 187 to 238 and
record assistant posts from
134 to 205.

THE CHIEF Minister wanted principal secretary (Water
Resources) Rajat Kumar and other senior officials to visit areas
under the combined Adilabad district, review the situation, and
take action on various projects accordingly.

The officers have been instructed to develop ayucut under
Asifabad, Bellampalli, and Mancherial constituencies, apart
from taking necessary measures with regard to Pranahita

Project.

Constituency and begin
works, He told officials to
complete embankment works
on Godavari in Warangal dis-
trict before the coming rainy
SEASON,

The Chief Minister asked
officers to take up permanent
repair works at Konareddy
Tank in Wardhannapet con-
stituency.

He instructed that pending
works of Konayamakula Lift
Irrigation Scheme in
Parakala constituency should
be completed forthwith.
Asking officials to take up
survey of Achampet Lift
Irrigation Scheme, he wanted
all tanks damaged during the
recent rains to be repaired on
a permanent basis.
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|: Holistic Approach :|

945 new posts in Water Dept

KCR finalises its restructuring process; major, medium, minor irrigation divisions under one umbrella

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The Telangana government
hasrevamped the Water Re-
sources Department in tune
with the major changes that
have taken place in the Irri-
gation sector in the State.

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao on Monday
finalised the restructuring
process and functions of the
department bringing major,
medium and minor irriga-
tion divisions under a single
umbrella,

All water resources, in-
cluding projects, reservoits,
canals and tanks within a
territory, will now function
as a single unit headed by a
Chief Engineer (CE).

At a meeting the Chief
Minister had with tep offi-
cials of the Water Resources
Department at Pragathi Bha-
van here, it was decided to
increase the number of En-
gineers-in-Chief from the
existing three to six and as-
sign them with specific re-
sponsibilities of general ad-
ministration, and operation
and maintenance, besides
assigning three senior offi-
cers with responsibilities in
the ENC cadre replacing the
regional CEs.

‘While the territorial juris-
dictions have been in-

MORE MANPOWER
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creased from the existing 13
to 19 at the field level, each
jurisdiction will be headed
by a CE, The 19 water re-

sources tertitories include
Adilabad, Mancherial,
Nizamabad, Kamareddy,

Jagitial, Karimnagar, Rama-
gundam, Warangal, Mulugu,
Sangareddy, Gajwel, Nalgo-
nda, Suryapet, Wanaparthy,
Mahabubnagar, Na-
garkurnool, Hyderabad,
Kothagudem and Kham-
mam. Subsequently, the
government has given anod
for creating 945 additional

Engineers-in-Chief

posts in various cadres in
the Water Resources De-
partment.

Projects in fast lane

Reiterating that the con-
struction of irrigation proj-
ects was high on the agenda
of the State government,
Chandrashekhar Rao in-
structed the officials con-
cerned to complete a few
link projects on a fast-track
mode, He instructed the offi-
cials to complete the
Chanaka-Korata barrage,
pumphouse, canals and

1Vl

other works in erstwhile
Adilabad district by June
next. Emphasising the need
to review the progress of all
the medium irrigation proj-
ects in erstwhile Adilabad
district, the Chief Minister
asked Water Resources
Principal Secretary Rajat
Kumar and other senior offi-
cials to personally visit the
erstwhile district, review the
situation and take action
accordingly.

He wanted them to in-
crease ayacut under the Asi-
fabad, Bellampalli and

Mancherial constituencies,
and initiate necessary meas-
ures for the progress on the
Pranahita project in erst-
while Adilabad. He also
wanted all the leftover
works, including the Chen-
nur LI Scheme, to be com-
pleted at the earliest.

The Chief Minister di-
rected the officials con-
cerned to invite tenders im-
mediately for the Kutti
project in Adilabad district,
Ghattu Project in Mahbub-
nagar district and Naga-
madugu Lift Trrigation
Scheme under the Jukkal
constituency to begin works.
He instructed the officials to
complete the embankment
works on the Godavari in
‘Warangal district before the
next rainy season,

Further, Chandrashekhar
Rao wanted the authorities
to take up repair works on
Konareddy Tank in the
Wardhannapet con-
stituency on a permanent
basis. He also instructed
them to complete the pend-
ing works of the Konaya-
makula lift Irrigation
Schemein the Parakala con-
stituency and conduct sur-
vey for the Achampet Lift Tr-
rigation Scheme. He also
announced the sanction of
the Huzurnagar Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme, (SEF PAGE 2)
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HP to explore water sports in Pong dam reservoir

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 28 DECEMBER

Himachal Pradesh chief min-
ister Jai Ram Thakur on Mon-
darysaid that permissionshould
be sought from the Bhakra
Beas Management Board
(BBMB) to carry out sporis
activities such as parasailing,
paragliding, water scooter,
kayaking, speed boat, cruise boat,
waterzorbing balls, house boat,
shikara, floatingjettyand float-
ingrestaurantinthe Pond dam
reservoir.

While presiding over the
firstmeetingof Pong Area Devel-
opmentBoard here, hesaid that
possibilities should also be
explored forsetting up of an Insti-
tute of Excellence in Water
Sports in collaboration with
Indian Nawy/ Coast Guard sothat
it becomes an attraction for
tourists. Thakur said that the

main objective of the Board is
o ensureintegratedand planned
development ofthe Pong area
and prepare policies and plans
topromote tourism and culiure
in the Pong area and also help
in generating employment
opportunities. [He said the Pong
dam would also be developed
under the ‘Nai Raahein Nai
Manzilein' tourism scheme.
Hesaid thatthere should be
clarityin the conceptonly than
desiredtargets could be achieved.
He said that Rs 7.96 crore was
beingspentunderthisscheme

CM Jai Ram Thakur
presides over first
meeting of the Pong
Area Development
Board, says birds
watching also needs
to be given impetus
to boost tourism

to develop itas amajortourist's
attraction.
Thechiefministersaid that
effective stepsmust be takento
undertake permissible activi-
tiesinthe area. Hesaid that effec-
tivestepsmustalsobetakento
atiract private fundingforexe-
cution of tourism projects. He
said that steps would be taken
to strengthen the Pong Area
Development Board. He said that
betterroad connectivity would
be provided alongside the Pong
Dam areasothat tourists could

bewooed to visit this destina-
tion. Expressinghis displeasure
overthe poorimplementation
of ADB funded Tranche-1 pro-
ject worth Rs 8.33 crore, Jai
Ram Thakur said that inquiry
would be constituted in this
regard and areport may be sub-
mitted withina month to bring
outthetruth. The chief minis-
tersaid that activities of Region-
alWater SportsCentre at Maha-
rana Pratap Sagar, Pong dam
must be diversified to attract
watersportslovers tothisarea.
He said that lakhs of migrato-
ry birdsvisitthis sanciuary area
every year thus more watch tow-
ers should be erected to facili-
tatethe visitorsto have aglimpse
of these birds.

He said some key points
should be developed in the
vicinity at Fatehpur Sub Divi-
sion to give impetus to bird
watching from tourism point of

view. Thakur said Ransar Giri
[sland in the Pong Dam could
also be developed as thou-
sands oftourists visit this Island
by boats everyyear. He said that
floating jettiesshouldalso be pro-
vided at various strategicplaces
so that people could enjoy the
boating. MLA and Member of
the Board Hoshiyar Singh said
that the Pong dam area has
immense tourism potential.
He said that Haripur Guler
painting is word famous and
needs tobe revived. Hesaid that
severaltemplesaround Haripur
need to berenovated to attract
tourists. Focusmustbelaidon
development of those areas
from tourism point of view
whichwere away from the Pong
Dam area.

Chief Secretary Anil Khachi
gave various points of view for
development of Pong Dam
area.
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MM Farooqui
NavAPUL

THE rubber dam based on
Australian technology which
was constructed on the Musi
by spending crores of rupees
continues to be an irritant for
locals. For over a decade, the
structure built as part of Musi
beautification programme re-
mains not only inefficient but
has also turned into achocking
point for water flow. It has also
morphed into a mosquito
breeding ground.
According to social ac-
tivists, whoare closely asso-
L ciated with Medha Patkar
of Narmada Bachao An-
dolan (NBA) apart from
private constructions
and factories in the
city, the govern-
ment is playing a
major role in
encroach-
e, ment of
s t h e
river.

Readers may share the information they have
with pictures, if any, on encroachments on the
Musi river on cityhanshyderabad@gmail.com

“The city of Hyderabad was not
only planned well on the banks of
Musitoensure enoughwater sup-
ply, but also the then rulers en-
sured that it remained free from
flooding through different meas-
ures. One of the instances of ma-
jor encroachments of the riveris
the island on which MGBS was
constructed and later the entire
island slowly encompassed other
facilities such as dumping yard,
huge metro station, a GHMC park
and river slowly shrank,” ob-
served Syed Bilal, the vice-presi-
dent of Human Rights Forum.
Bilal said that crores of rupees
were spent on the beatification of
Musi but all projects failed to
achieve their purpose. “For the
beautification, the government
has established a rubber dam by
spending huge amounts. But, it
has become inefficient and use-
less. Rather it has turned hin-
drance to free flow of water and
whenever one sees huge piles of
unattended garbage li there,” he
said. During the recent floods, the
water in Musi was flowing above
the MGBS bridges and nearly
touched the bridge of Salarjung,
he added.
Another observer said

N that thara ara nat

y *-

SAVE MUSI CAMPAIGN: TALES OF A DYING RIVER

u Activists allege govt itself playing a role in major
encroachment of the once lifeline to the city

u The dam not only proved to be inefficient but has turned
into a chocking point for water flow. It has also morphed
into a mosquito breeding ground

1 To help the river regain past glory and retain it, activists
suggest desiltation of river and removal of garhage and
debris. Besides, nalas must be renovated

croachments near the Salarjung
bridge, two bridges of Nayapul till
Muslimjungpul. The onlyissue is
that the depth of the river has re-
duced. Earlier, the depth of the
Musi was huge 30-40 feet, now, it
is not even half. It is because the

tion waste and garbage dump
vard. Tonnes of tonnes of debris
are being discarded on its banks
and due to this the depth of the
river is reduced and no cleaning
and development of the river
turned it to an eyesore,” said K

river has turned into a construc- ~ Venkatesh, an activist.

| WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE

T0 save the Musi and restore its past glory, the government should de-
silt the river and clear all the accumulated debris as well as garbage -
maost importantly the shifting of the dumping yard is must. The govern-
ment also should come up with fencing and construction retaining walls
along the entire river stretch.,

To stop the pollution of the river, the dumping yard should be shifted
as earliest, the park and dam which were established in the river should
be maintained and the areas must be cleaned from time to time.

For its beautification, there is nothing to establish or spend crore of
rupees, Instead, to help the river restore and retain its glory, major

nalac Araine) whirh ara tad tn tha Muei muct ha

UBBER DAM: A MOCKERY OF
MUSI BEAUTIFICATION
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KINGSTON PG COLLEGE

(Approved by AICTE & Affiliated to Osmania University)
Cherlapally(V), Kapra (M), Medchal (Dist) 501 301,
Ph:040-29886000, 9949693359, 9885858728, 7013321182
Emailki llege@gmail.com. www:ki Ilege.com

MBA SPOT ADMISSION NOTIFICATION
Applications are invited for admission into MBA Course
under Spot Admission (ICET Code : KING) for the academic year 2020-21




File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Hans 29-December-2020

THIS

Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao holding a meeting with
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top irrigation officials at Pragathi Bhavan on Monday

1,000 Irrigation
posts to be filled

CM sets deadline for officials
to complete pending projects

HANS NEWS SERVICE

THE Telangana state govern-
ment now seems to be fo-
cussing on long-pending
medium and minor irrigation
particularly in Warangal,
Nalgonda, Adilabad and
Mahbubnagar districts.

Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao, who held a
high-level meeting with irri-
gation officials, cleared filling
1,000 posts in the key irriga-
tion department which has
been overhauled and rechris-
tened as the Water Resources
department recently.

KCR put a timeline for the
officials to complete the
Chanaka-Korata project bar-
rage, pump house and canals
by June 2021 to ensure irri-
gation facility in the old Adi-
labad district. All the leftover
works, including the Chen-
nur lift irrigation scheme
would also be completed
quickly. Necessary measures
would be taken to develop the
ayacut under Asifabad, Bel-
lampalli, and Mancherial
constituencies by completing
the works of the Pranahita
project.

As part of the action plan,
the Kuppi projectin Adilabad
district, Ghattu project in

Mahbubnagar district and
the Nagamadugu lift irriga-
tion projectunder the Jukkal
constituency would also be
taken up on a priority basis.
The CM instructed the offi-
cials to complete the em-
bankments works on Go-
davari in Warangal district
before next rainy season. The
CM also instructed the offi-
cials to complete the repair
works of the Konareddy tank
in the Wardhannapet con-
stituency, pending works of
the Konayamakula lift Irriga-
tion scheme in the Parakala
constituency, survey for the
Achampet lift irrigation
scheme. Another decision
taken at the meeting was the
sanctioning of the Huzurna-
gar liftirrigation scheme.
The high-level meeting fi-
nalised the administrative
structure and form ofthe de-
partment. The CM has de-
cided toidentify the 19 Water
Resources Regional Centres
in the State and each centre
would be headed by a Chief
Engineer as the monitoring
officer. Six Engineers-in-
Chiefare also appointed, and
responsibilities are given. It
is estimated that after the re-
vamp of the entire irrigation
wing, itis estimated 945 posts
are required additionally.
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Luni river rejuvenation project to improve irrigation,
drinking water supply in 9 dists

TNN | Dec 29, 2020, 04.43 AM IST

Jaipur: A major rejuvenation project is likely to be carried out at seasonal river Luni to provide water for irrigation, drinking and

to revive old streams in nine districts of the state.
The central government run Arid Forest Research Institute (AFRI), Jodhpur, has prepared a detailed Luni River Rejuvenation

project for the ministry of environment and climate change.

The project will see the plantation of 60.77 lakh trees which will be different as per the landscape along its basin. The
plantation will pass through hilly tracts, plains, urban area and agriculture fields. The project will cost around Rs 534 crore and

directly and indirectly impact around 2 crore people spread in nine districts.

Since ancient times, the river forms its basin extending over present-day Ajmer, Barmer, Bhilwara, Jalore, Jodhpur, Nagaur, Pali,
Rajsamand, Sirohi and Udaipur districts of Rajasthan either full or in parts. It has always been an important habitat of wildlife like

blackbuck, chinkara, leopard, crocodile, etc.

Over the centuries, the basin region is facing climatic adversities - low and erratic rainfall, extremes of temperatures, wind
velocity and evaporation and poor soil conditions. The situation has aggravated since human habitat and livestock populations
have increased manifold in the basin region. It has given birth to problems like vegetation removal, overgrazing and

groundwater depletion.

“Most recently or in the last 3-4 decades, the new problem of industrial effluent has spoiled the water quality in the streams and
in underground water. The problems have been analysed and experts have come to the conclusion that natural resources,
which have been protecting the natural course and can reverse the damage caused in the last few hundred years ago, to be
used to revive the ancient river,” said Genda Singh, scientist and head, forest and climate change division at AFRI.

Plantation work will begin after it covers the first 100 km when the water quality changes from freshwater to saline due to run-
off water from the salt-rich saline surfaces and industrial pollutants in the way. The forestry intervention will enhance the water
conservation leading to the biological diversity and yield of non-timber forest produce (NTFPs).



