File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Millennium post 02 January 2021

ON JAN 8, 2006, THE CITY HAD RECORDED A MIN OF 0.2°C

At 1.1 degrees, Delhi records
coldest New Year’s Day in 15 yrs

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: A severe cold wave
swept through Delhi on New Year's
Day as the mercury plummeted to 1.1
degrees Celsius, the lowest in 15 years,
and “very dense” fog lowered visibil-
ity to “zero” metres, affecting traffic
movement.

On January 8, 2006, the city had
recorded a minimum of 0.2 degree
Celsius. The all-time record is minus
0.6 degrees Celsius registered in Janu-
ary 1935.

The lowest minimum temperature
recorded in January last year was 2.4
degrees Celsius, the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) said.

Kuldeep Srivastava, the head of the
IMD? regional forecasting centre, said
“very dense” fog lowered visibility to
“zero” metres at Safdarjung and Palam
at 6 am.

According to the IMD, “very dense”

fog is when visibility is between 0 and
50 metres. In case of “dense” fog, vis-
ibility is between 51 and 200 metres,
“moderate” 201 and 500 metres and
“shallow” 501 and 1,000 metres.

The Safdarjung Observatory,
which provides representative data for
the city, recorded a minimum of 1.1
degrees Celsius, the lowest in January
in 15 years,

Delhi recorded a minimum of 3.3

degrees Celsius on Thursday. At 15.2
degrees Celsius, the city recorded the
season’s lowest maximum temperature
on December 18.

Srivastava said the minimum tem-
perature will start rising under the
influence of an “intense” western dis-
turbance which will affect north-west
India from January 2 to January 6.

The minimum temperature is pre-
dicted to rise to 8 degrees Celsius by
January 4-5.

Light rain is also expected in the
national Capital under the influence of
the western disturbance from January
3 to January 5.

The western disturbance will lead
to moderate snowfall in the western
Himalayan region, the IMD said.

In the plains, the IMD declares a
cold wave if the minimum temperature
dips to 4 degrees Celsius. A severe cold
wave is when the minimum is 2 degrees
Celsius or less.
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Severe cold wave continues in
Kashmir on New Year's Day

Sub-zero temperature across the Valley resulted in the freezing of water supply lines

OUR CORRESPONDENT

SRINAGAR: Severe cold wave
conditions continued unabated
in Kashmir where the mini-
mum temperature settled
below zero, ma_rking a frozen
welcome to the New Year.

The sub-zero temperature
across the Valley resulted in
the freezing of water supply
lines and water bodies in sev-
eral areas, officials said.

The weather remained dry
across Kashmir but the val-
ley continued to experience
sub-zero nights as the mini-
mum temperature settled sev-
eral degrees below the freezing
point, they said.

The officials said the dry
weather brought disappoint-
ment to hundreds of tourists
at the famous ski-resort of Gul-
marg who had hopes of wel-
coming the New Year amid
snowfall. However, huge icicles
formed at various places in the
resort, against white-cloaked
meadows, presenting a beau-
tiful sight to the visitors who
had rushed there in hordes to
celebrate the arrival of the New
Year, they said.

Icicles hang from the roof of a building at famous ski resort Gul

g in North Keshmi

on Friday

The resort experienced
freezing weather as the mer-
cury there settled at the low
of minus 9.0 degrees Cel-
sius Thursday night and was
the coldest recorded place in
Jammu and Kashmir, the offi-
cials said.

The cold weather across the
valley resulted in freezing of

water supply lines and water
bodies in several areas, they
said.

Srinagar city ~the summer
capital of Jammu and Kashmir
~recorded a low of minus 6.4
degrees Celsius —~down from
the previous night's minus 5.9
degrees Celsius.

Pahalgam, which serves as

the base camp for annual Ama-
rnath yatra in south Kashmir,
recorded a low of minus 7.8
degrees Celsius.

Qazigund -the gateway
town to the valley -recorded
the minimum of minus 5.7
degrees Celsius, while Kup-
wara, in north Kashmir, regis-
tered a low of minus 5.6 degrees

Celsius and Kokernag, in the
south, minus 7.8 degrees Cel-
sius, the officials said.

The MeT office has said
while the weather is likely to
remain dry over the next two
days, there is a possibility of a
spell of rain or snow at isolated
to widespread places over a few
days from Monday.

Kashmir is currently under
the grip of 'Chillai-Kalan' -the
40-day harshest winter period
when a cold wave grips the
region and the temperature
drops considerably leading
to the freezing of water bod-
ies including the famous Dal
Lake here as well as the water
supply lines in several parts of
the valley.

‘The chances of snowfall are
most frequent and maximum
during this period and most
areas, especially in the higher
reaches, receive heavy snowfall.

While 'Chillai-Kalan® -
which began on December 21
-will end on January 31, the
cold wave continues even after
that in Kashmir with a 20-day-
long 'Chillai-Khurd' (small
cold) and a 10-day-long 'Chil-
lai-Bachha’ (baby cold).
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m Severe cold wave, dense fog in city on New Year’s Day

At 1.1°C, Delhi records lowest
minimum temp |n 15 years

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 1

A severe cold wave swept
through Delhi on New
Year's Day as the mercu-
ry plummeted to 1.1
degrees Celsius, the low-
est in 15 years, and “very
dense” fog lowered visi-
bility to “zero” metres,
affecting traffic move-
ment.

On January 8, 2006, the
city had recorded a mini-

mum of 0.2 degree
Celsius. The all-time
record is minus 0.6
degrees Celsius regis-

tered in January, 1935.

The lowest minimum
temperature recorded in
January last year was 2.4
degrees Celsius, the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) said.

Kuldeep Srivastava, the
head of the IMD's region-
al forecasting centre, said
“wvery dense” fog lowered
visibility to “zero™
metres at Safdarjung and
Palam at 6 am.

According to the IMD,
“very dense” fog is when
visibility is between 0
and 50 metres. In case of
“dense” fog, visibility is
between 51 and 200
metres, “moderate”™ 201
and 500 metres, and “shal-
low™ 501 and 1,000 metres.

The Safdan jung
Observatory, which pro-
vides representative data
for the city, recorded a
minimum of 1.1 degrees
Celsius, the lowest in
January in 15 years.

Delhi recorded a mini-
mum of 3.3 degrees
Celsius on Thursday At
15.2 degrees Celsius, the
city recorded the sea-
son’""s lowest maximum
temperature on
December 18.

Srivastava said the min-
imum temperature will

P o
People travel along a street amid smoggy condltlons in New Delhi on Friday.

» ON JANUARY 8, 2006, the city had recorded a min-
imum of 0.2 degree Celsius. The all-time record is
minus 0.6 degrees Celsius registered in January,
1935. The lowest minimum temperature recorded in
January last year was 2.4 degrees Celsius, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) said.

start rising under the
influence of an “intense™
western disturbance
which will affect north-
west India from January
2 to January 6.

The minimum tempera-
ture is predicted to rise to

8 degrees Celsius by
January 4-5.
Light rain is also

expected in the national
capital under the influ-
ence of the western dis-
turbance from January 3
to January 5.

The western distur-
bance will lead to moder-
ate snowfall in the west-
ern Himalavan region,
the IMD said.

In the plains,
declares a cold
the minimum

the IMD
wave if
tempera-

ture dips to 4 degrees
Celsius. A severe cold
wave is when the mini-
mum is 2 degrees Celsius
or less.

A cold wave is also
declared when the mini-
mum temperature is 10
degrees Celsius or below
and is 4.5 notches less
than normal.

A “severe” cold wave is
when the minimum tem-
perature  dips to two
degrees Celsius or the
departure is more than
6.4 degrees.

The average minimum
temperature in Delhi in
December was the sec-
ond-lowest in 15 years.

Data released by the
IMD on Thursday showed
that the mean minimum

Hansa India 02 January 2021

— AFP

temperature (MMT) this
December was 7.1 degrees
Celsius. It was 7.6 degrees
Celsius last yearn
According to
Srivastava, multiple west-
ern disturbances affect-
ing the Himalayan region
and the global impact of
La Nina were the major
reasons behind such low
minimum temperatures.
The month of
MNovember last vear was
the coldest in the nation-
al capital in 71 years,
with the mean minimum
temperature dropping to
10.2 degrees Celsius,
according to IMD data.
Delhi had recorded a
mean minimum tempera-

ture of 10.2 degrees
Celsius in November
1949,

Also, the month of

October last year was the
coldest in 58 yvears in the
city. The mean minimum
temperature in October
last vear was 17.2 degrees
Celsius, the lowest since
1962, when it was 16.9
degrees Celsius.
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DESPITE approval from the gov-
ernment, a park proposed on
land abutting Jalpally Lake has
not yet come into being, and sev-
eral acres earmarked for it are,
meanwhile, turning into dump
yard. Heaps of garbage are
dumped by people from sur-
rounding areas, presenting an
eyesore. Sharing the boundaries
with Rajendranagar and Jalpally,
the blissful lake that spreads over
several kilometres is wallowing
in a negligible state as brazen en-
croachments have already
shrunk its area to a large extent.
Following pleas from concerned
citizens, officials took up fencing
work, However, a large extent of
area still faces threat from land
sharks.

Officials took up | Loads of He says it could
fencing work at | garbage, being not proceed as a
the lake off late. | carted through few people

However, a large | lorries and claimed

ownership over
its way directly to land

the site all the .

way neighbouring
areas

Smoke from burnt garbage hangs
thick in the air, choking people

Civic body chairman says
Rs 200-cr plan for park pending

still needed to be
covered which is
posing a great risk

extent of area is trolleys, is making
to the water body

with HMDA

“The site comes under Jalpally
municipality. Loads of garbage is
being dumped in the area by lor-

ries and trolleys. GHMC officials
are aware of the ugly develop-
ments, but are not acting to curb

them. Thick smoke from the

burnt garbage is spoilingambient
temperature and choking the res-
idents, too. Last year when the is-
suetooka serious turn with thick
smoke filling up air, the officials
turned up only to provide tem-
porary relief by carting away the
dumped trash to some other lo-
cation,” said Anwar, a resident.
When contacted, Jalpally Mu-
nicipal Chairman Abdallah Sadi
said, “The idea to develop 191
acres ofland into park at Jalpally
Lake with an outlay of around Rs
200 crore was mooted nearly two
years ago. But a few people raised
objections, claiming ownership
over the land. The proposal is still
pending with the HMDA.” As far
as the dumping of garbage is con-

cerned, he said they even filed
two cases against some people at
Pahadi Shareef police station.
"We will start taking action
against people dumping garbage
on the site soon. In the meantime
we have decided to install CCTV
cameras close to the site to keep
an eye on the lorries and trolleys
dumping trash there and will im-
pose challans on them against
such violations,” he said.

“I am not aware of any such
proposal at the Jalpally Lake but
there is a plan to raise Miyawaki
garden on 3.5 acres of land. We
have already made a proposal and
are waiting to get a nod from the
committee,” informed N, Kista-
iah, Assistant Engineer Jalpally
Municipality.

The Tribune 02 January 2021
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Tattapani-Salappar water
transport gets a push

TriBUNE NEWSs SERVICE

SHIMLA, JANUARY 1
Two jetties and a common
facility will be constructed
at Tattapani and Kasol vil-
lage with an estimated cost
of Rs 2.02 crore to develop
the proposed water trans-
port facilities between Tat-
tapani and Salappar.

Stating this while presiding
over areview meeting regard-
ing inland water transport
here today; Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur said the draft
agreement from the NTPC for
signing an MoU for the use of
land for construction of jetties
had been received.

The Chief Minister said it
would not only provide cost-
effective transportation facil-
ities to the people but also
prove an added attraction to
the tourists. This would also
give boost to economic activi-
ties in the swrrounding areas
by providing job opportuni-
ties to the youth.

He said e-tender tor consul-
tancy services had beeninvit-
ed to prepare detailed project
reports (DPRs) and tender
document for feasible loca-
tions in Kol Dam, Bhakra
Dam, Chamera Dam and

10 ROUTES NOTIFIED

B The Chief Minister said
10 routes had been noti-
fied in Kol Dam.

B As many as 107 inland
water transport routes
have been identified
in the Govind Sagar
reservoir.

BThe Bilaspur to Bhakra
route is the longest cov-
ering about 60 km and
a nominal fare of T80
will be charged.

—adl

The Kol Dam at Tattapani. FILE

@® It will not only provide cost-effective
transportation facilities to the people but
also prove an added attraction to the
tourists. This will also give a boost to
economic activities in the surrounding
areas by providing job opportunities

to the youth.
Jai Ram Th&!'llil‘, CHIEF MINISTER

Pong Dam reservaoirs.

The Chiet Minister said 10
routes had been notified in
Kol Dam. These are Ahan to
Kol, Kyan to Sui via Bio, Sui
to Neri-Roparu wvia Bio,
Neri-Roprau to Karla-Beral,
Daoghri to Karla-Beral, Kyan
to Jartu, Shakra to Kyan,
Chaba to Saraur, Tattapani
to Kayari (Chilla) and
Kayan to Karla with stop-

page Ahan, Jartu, Sui,
Mehandla and Neri Ropru.

He said 107 inland water
transport routes had been
identified in the Govind
Sagar reservoir and 170
permits had been granted.
The Bilaspur to Bhakra
route was the longest of
about 60 km and people
had to pay a nominal fare
of Rs 80 for this.
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