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Groundwater near Panipat
refineryuntit for drinking

PANIPAT, JANUARY §
The groundwater in villages
adjoining Indian Oil Corpora-
tion Limited refinery here
has been found unfit for
drinking, according to a sur-
vey by the Central Ground

Water Board. The pH value of

water was not found upto the
mark at certain places while
heavymetals—iron, fluoride
and uranium — were found

Fluoride, uranium
above prescribed limit

in excess of the prescribed
limit at other places.

The Public Health and
Engineering  Department
now proposes to dig new
horewells to provide clean
drinking water. —TNS

Tell Haryana to stop polluting
Yamuna: Jal Board to Centre

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 9
Delhi Jal Board Vice-Chair-
man Raghav Chadha has
appealed to Union Jal
Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat to inter-
vene on behalf of Delhi in
order to stop the Haryana
Government from releas-
ing dirty water in the Yamu-
na. Chadha called for
immediate action after the
Delhi Jal Board carried out
river survey work.

“As per our latest survey
of the Rohtak X-regulator,
it was observed that not
only has the water turned a
dirty green, but the ammo-
nia levels have risen to an

Will hit water supply
in Delhi: Board

alarming 40 ppm. We would
like to bring this to the
immediate attention of
Union Minister for Jal
Shakti Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat. Such alarming
levels of ammonia are
extremely dangerous and

will compel us to shut
down our plants, which will
have a subsequent impact
on the water supply in Del-
hi,” Chadha said in his
statement.

“We request the Haryana
Government to take urgent
cognisance of and immedi-
ate steps to curb the release
of untreated effluents into
the Yamuna,” he added. The
Delhi Jal Board team also
surveyed Barota village and
DD-8 at Piao Manihari.

The vice-chairman raised
the possibility of shutting
down the plants if the
release of untreated water
is not curbed. — TNS
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Disrupted by snow; air traffic
restored as weather improves

SRINAGAR, JANUARY §
Air trafficto and from Kashmir
was restored on late Saturday
afternoon after several flights
were cancelled in the morning
due to fresh snowtall in Srina-
gar and some other parts ofthe
Valley; offirials said
“The flight operations
resumed at the airport late
afternoon and many flights
arrived and departed from
here,” an official of the Air-
ports Authority of India said.
He said air traffic was
restored  after weather
improved in the Kashmir val-
ley and the runway at the air-
portwas cleared off the snow:
Earlier in the morming, the
flight operations were affect-
ed because of accumulation
of snow on the runway.
Several flights were can-
celled, while many others
were delayed due to bad
weather and poor visibility:
The air traffic to and from
the Valley was also affected
earlier this week. It
remained suspended for
four days from Sunday the
wake of heavy snowfall and
was restored on Thursday.
Srinagar and some other
parts of Kashmir received

7 DAYS ON, SRINAGAR-JAMMU NH SHUT

¥ The SrinagarJammu
National Highway remained
closed for traffic onthe sev
enth day on Saturday

B Officials say while the
highway was cleared on
Friday and stranded traffic
was allowed to move,
there has been no fresh
maovement of vehicles yet

FLIGHTS CANCELLED

B On Saturday morning, the flight operations at the Srinagar airport
were affected because of accumulation of snow on the runway

B Several flights were cancelled, while many others were
delayed due to bad weather and poor visibility

fresh snowfall on Saturday
and minimum temperature
dropped across the Valley, offi-
cials said. The fresh snowtall
began early in the morning,
The Valley had received
snowfall for four consecutive
days earlier in the week. The
officials said Srinagar record-
ed fourinches ot snow till 8.30
am. In south Kashmir, Kul-
gam recorded five inches of
snow, Anantnag three, Shopi-
an three and Pulwama four
Bandipora, in the north,
received two inches of snow
and central Kashmir's

Budgam and Ganderbal dis-
tricts recorded three inches
each, the officials said.

There were no reports of
snowtall at the famous ski-
resort of Gulmarg in north
Kashmir and Pahalgam
tourist resort in the south.

The MeT office had forecast
very light rain or snowtall at
isolated places inJammu and
Kashmir on Saturday, even
as it had said there was no
forecast of any major snow-
fall. It had said the weather
was likely to stay mainly dry
till January 14— PTI
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Cold conditions persistin N India;
Kashmir receives fresh snowfall

Heavy rain at isolated places in Karnataka, TN, Puducherry, Kerala and Kashmir

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: There was no
let-up in cold weather condi
tions in north India on Sat-
urday with fresh snowfall in
parts of Kashmir affecting
flight operations.

A thick layer of fog envel-
oped parts of Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Delhi and Madhya Pradesh,
the Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) said.

Heavy rainfall was observed
at isolated places in Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Ker-
ala and Kashmir.

Some other parts of Kash-
mir received four inches of
snowfall in the morning,
affecting flight operations at
the airport in Srinagar, even
as the minimum temperature
dropped across the valley.

However, air traffic to and
fro Kashmir was restored in
the afternoon after several
flights were cancelled in the
morning due to fresh snowfall.

The valley had received
snowfall for four consecutive
days earlier in the week, drap-
ing everything in white.

In south Kashmir, Kulgam
recorded five inches of snow,
Anantnag three, Shopian three
and Pulwama four. Bandip-
ora, in the north, received two

A man clicks photographs of migratory birds on snow covered Dol Lake after the fresh snowfall, in Srinagar

inches of snow and central
Kashmir's Budgam and Gan-
derbal districts recorded three
inches each.

There were no l'L‘pl)l'lb of

snowfall at the famous ski-
resort of Gulmarg in north
Kashmir, and Pahalgam tour-
ist resort in the south.

Some other areas in the val-
ley received rainfall,

In Himchal Pradesh, Key-
long and Kalpa shivered at sub-
zero temperature.

The tribal Lahaul and Spiti’s
administrative centre Keylong
were the coldest place in the
state at minus 9 degrees Cel-
sius, Shimla MeT centre direc-
tor Manmohan Singh said.

Kalpa in Kinnaur district
recorded a low of minus 3.8
degrees Celsius, he added.

The minimum temperature
in Manali, Dalhousie and Kufri
were recorded at 1, 2.5 and 4.6
degrees Celsius, respectively.

Cold weather conditions

prevailed in Punjab and Hary-
ana even as the minimum tem-
peratures in the region hovered
above normal levels.

Common capital Chandi-
garh recorded a low of 10.8
degrees Celsius, five notches
above normal.

Amritsar, Ludhiana and
Patiala in Punjab recorded
their respective minimums
at 9.4 degrees Celsius, 10.7
degrees Celsius and 10.3
degrees Celsius, up to six

notches above normal for this
part of the year.

The minimum tempera-
tures of Pathankot, Adampur,
Bathinda, Faridkot and Gur-
daspur settled at 11.6 degrees
Celsius, 8.7 degrees Celsius,
6.3 degrees Celsius, 7.5 degrees
Celsius and 8.8 degrees Celsius
respectively.

Rajasthan recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 5 degrees
Celsius.

Bikaner, Ganganagar and
Jaislmer registerd night tem-
peratures of 6.6, 7.2 and 7.3
degrees Celsius.

In Uttar Pradesh, light rains
along with thundershowers
occurred at isolated places over
western parts of the state, while
weather was dry over eastern
parts.

State capital Lucknow
recorded a minimum temper-
ature of 12.4 degrees Celsius,
while Allahabad registered a
low of 15.4 degrees Celsius.

Gorakhpur recorded a low
12 degrees Celsius, Jhansi reg-
istered 13.5 degrees Celsius.

The IMD has forecast min-
imum temperature very likely
to fall gradually by 3-5 degrees
Celsius during the next 3-4
days, causing cold wave con-
ditions over Punjab, Haryana
and Rajasthan from January
11 to 13.
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WATER SECURE

The Manimuthar dam in Tirunelveli reached its full capacity of 118 feet on Saturday,
prompting water discharge of 200 cusecs into Thamirabarani river | v KaRTHIKALAGU
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‘Ken-Betwa
link soon’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BEHOPAL

Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
on Saturday said people
would soon get good news
regarding the Ken-Betwa
river interlinking project as
the governments of Mad-
hya Pradesh and Uttar Pra-
desh were close to an
agreement on it.

He said discussions on
the project were underway
and now “some minor is-
sues are left for which there
is need for clarifications”.



STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 9 JANUARY

hief Minister Naveen
Patnaik and Union
Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan today
jointly launched the Bindu
Sagar Lake Cleaning Project
at Ekamra Khetra,
Bhubaneswar.

Not everything was hunky-
dory on stage as BJD Minis-
ter and BJP MP exchanged
barbs and below the state
waorkers of both parties raised
slogans against each other ,
engaged in abusing each
other and tussle in which
quiet a few shirts were torn.

Why has the [OCL and
ICTM stepped in, because
there isno visibledevelopment
at the locallevel, quipped BJP
MP Aparajita Sarangi while
hoping that the project will
becompleted in four months
time.

BIDMinister Ashok Panda
was quick to hit back saying
itwill be done in four weeks
. not four months. He point-
ed out that the centre had
promised funds forlight and
sound shows at Dhauli and
Konark which it never gave,
instead the state government
funded the projects.

The fact is that the Bindu
Sagar cleaningwas taken up
twice prior to this — in 1978
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istoricBindu SagarLake
cleaningprojectiaunched

BJD -BJP slugfest to claim credit, slogans, tussle & tornshirts

and 1981 when de-weeding
was done.

But high on optics and
use of new technologywas the
highlight of todays renewed
effort.

The CSRinitiative of Indi-
anOilin collaboration with the
Institute of Chemical Tech-
nology, Mumbai - IndianQil
Campus, Bhubaneswar
(ICTM-IOCB} is apartofthe
much awaited Swachh Bindu
Sagar project.

While Pradhan, state Min-
isters PK Mallik, Ashok Panda,
MPs Raghunath Mohapatra,
Aparajita Sarangi, Chairman
Indian Oil S MVaidya, VCICT
Mumbai, AB Panditand oth-
ers were present at the holy
lake, the CM opted to inau-
gurated itfrom hisresidence
viavideo conference.

The CM said the cleaning
project will transform Bindu
Sagar which is associated
with socio-cultural life of
Bhubaneswar people.

It is considered as one of
the holiest lakes of our coun-
try as it is linked to every
holy water body of our coun-
try. Each drop of water here
is holy.

It is an embodiment of
national integration and it’s
our responsibility to keep it
clean and green. It is also
ourresponsibility to keepall
other holy ponds and ghats
around this Ekamra Khetra
clean and green ,he said.

Pertinently, the CM has
alreadyunrolled a mega Ekam-
ra Khetra development plan
around the famous Lingaraj
Temple.

Union Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan said,“Bindu
Sagar at Lord Lingaraj's holy
Ekamra Khetra, hasits distinct
identity. Being the largest
water body in Bhubaneswar
it carries rich divinity and is
closely associated with Odia
culture and tradition. Various
rituals of Lord Lingaraj are
closely associated with this
lake.

WithICT'spatented world
class innovative technology
beingused toclean this water
body, the dream project
Swachh Bindusagar is going
to be fulfilled, he said.

The Union Minister noted
that Odishaisgoing to become
the nerve centre of ind ustri-
alisation through rapid devel-
opment in petrochemical,
chemical, polymer, textile
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and fibre sectors. Very soon
in collaboration withthe state
government, a textile park is
going to be set up at Dham-
ra, Bhadrak.

Shrikant Madhav Vaidya,
Chairman, IndianOil informed
that the project worth Rs. 70
lakh includes running and
maintenance costs for three
years which is being invest-
edfromIndian OilCSR fund.

The project dovetails GOI's
Swachh Bharat Mission and
shall result in improvement
oflake ecology, adding to the
aestheticand tourism value.

ICT patented Hydrody-
namic Cavitation Technolo-
gy’ is used to reduce Biolog-
ical Oxygen Demand (BOD),
Chemical Oxygen Demand
(COD) & microbial population
in the water body.
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