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Colony being unauthorised no
ground for denylng water: HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

HOLDING THAT residents cannot
be deprived of the right to drink-
ing water merely on the ground
that theirs is an unauthorised
colony, the Delhi High Court
Monday directed the Delhi Jal
Board (D|B) to make a scheme for
supply of drinking water to resi-
dents in Defence Services
Enclave in south Delhi and also
requested the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) to convene a
meeting for a decision on regu-
larising the area.

DJB had earlier told the court
that the water pipeline can be
laid in the area subject to clear-
ance from the Urban Develop-
ment Department, and currently,
water is being supplied for drink-
ing purposes through tube wells
as aninterim arrangement,

Justice Jayant Math said in the
verdict that it is settled legal po-

Wiater is currently being
drawn through tube wells

sition that right to access drink-
ing water is fundamental to life
and there is a duty of the State
under Article 21 to provide clean
drinking water to its citizens.

“The petitioners have been
residing in the said area for the
last 50 years and cannot contin-
uously be deprived of this right
toaccess todrinking and potable
water,” the single-judge bench
said in the ruling.

Requesting the Secretary,

MoD to convene a meeting of
functionaries who can take a de-
cision in terms of directions
passed by a division bench in
March 2015, Justice Nath also
said the Secretary of Ministry of
Urban Development and Chief
Secretary, Delhi may form part of
the Committee.

“The said Committee so con-
stituted by the Secretary, MoD is
requested to take an appropriate
decision as spelt out herein as per
law expeditiously preferably
within four months from today,”
the order reads.

The 53 petitioners before the
court included veterans, deco-
rated officers, war-widows and
Armed Forces personnel and
were allotted plots by MoD in
Khanpuron agriculture land pur-
suance of a scheme formulated
in 1961. However, the authorities
in Delhi declared it an unautho-
rised colony as the allotment was
for the purpose of farm houses
and not residential purpose,
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Every hydel project
under obligation to
release min water
downstream: NGT

NEW DELHI: The National
Green Tribunal has directed
state pollution control boards to
ensure the release of minimum
water downstream by hydro-
electric projects, saying busi-
ness or commercial interests
cannot override the requirement
of maintaining riverine ecology.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel said every hydro-
electric project (HEP) irrespec-
tive of the date of its commission
is under an obligation to release
minimum water downstream

This is a mandate of Sustain-
able Development’ which is part
of the right to life. Accordingly,
the tribunal directed compli-
ance by all the Hydro-Electric
Projects (HEPs), including in
States of Uttarakhand, Sikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh, West Ben-
gal (North Region), Assam and
Jammu & Kashmir, the bench
said.

Environmental flow
describes the quantity, tim-
ing, and quality of water flows
required to sustain freshwa-
ter and estuarine ecosystems
and the human livelihoods and
wellbeing that depend on these
ecosystems.

The tribunal junked the
submission of the National
Hydroelectric Power Corpo-
ration seeking exemption from
releasing water to maintain 15
per cent e-flow (the quantity and
timing of water that is essential
for the river to perform its eco-
logical functions) during the
lean period.

We do not find any sub-
stance in this submission. The
mandate of Sustainable Devel-
opment’ has to be complied.
We do not see any hurdle in
doing so. Whatever changes
are required for the purpose
can certainly be done. m L
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