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Rice production in Telan-
gana has increased by more
than 20 per cent on a year-
en-year basis, The produc-
tion for the year has now
touched 1.3 crore tonne in
2019-20. It was 625 lakh
tonne in 2017-18, 51.7 lakh
tonne in 2016-17 and 29.6
lakh tonne in 2015-16.

Also, Telangana ac-
counted for about 63 per
cent of Food Corporation of
India’s total paddy procure-
ment across the country till
date, a record of sorts for the
farmers of the State, With in-
crease in land under irriga-
tion, the rice production is
going to increase further in
the coming years, said indus-
try body FT'CCl in a report.

State support

More than 60 lakh acres of
additional land was brought
under irrigation due to com-
pletion of many major and
minor irrigation projects
such as Devadula Project,
Kaleswaram project and re-
vival of tanks under Mission
Kakatiya,

Availability of water cou-
pled with 24x7 free power
supply to farmers con-
tributed to substantial im-
provement in productivity
and production of food
grains and pulses, said
FTCCI report ‘Rice exports
from Telangana: Opportuni-
ties and way forward,’ which
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TS rice production touches 1.3 cr tonne

State accounts for about 63 per cent of Food Corporation of India's total paddy procurement across country

Rlce bowl

29.6

lakh tonne in
2015-16

02.5

lakh tonne in
2017-18

was presented to Telangana
State Planning Board Vice-
chairman B Vinod.

Export potential
Telangana, which grows
rice in about 14.19 lakh
hectare, has seen its share to
the national rice production
improve considerably from
2.84% in 2015-16 to 5.54% by
2017-18, doubling the pro-
duction levels in three years,
Rice production at the na-
ticanl level is pegged at
11747 million tonne in 2019-
20. However, Telangana’s
share in total rice exports of
non-basmati from India did
not improve much. Telan-
gana, which exported 10,425

© About 63%
of the total
paddy procured | © Availability of water coupled with 24x7 free power supply

by Food
Corporationof |
India across the |
country was
from Telangana |

| © With increase in land under irrigation, rice production to
increase further in coming years

to farmers contributed to substantial improvement in
productivity and production of food grains and pulses

growing districts

tonne during 2019-20, ac-
counted for just 021 per cent
of the total exports of 5,08
million tonne at India level.
AP, during the same time,
exported 169 lakh tonne
(which is 33.6 per cent of the

total India exports).
Challenges for exporters
Exporters flagged high

transportation cost, termi-
nal handling charges, higher
pesticides residues in rice
and dearth of infrastructure
facilities, the report said
adding that Telangana
strictly implementing the
minimum support price for
paddy made the rice pur-
chases from the State rela-

. © A new integrated container depot can be developed at
Dichpally or Janakampet to cater to transport needs of rice

tively costlier compared
with other States. T'S can fol-
low the Taiwan model
where in government buys
paddy and auctions for the
exporters to buy at market
price, the report said.

New integrated container
depot should be considered
at Dichpally or Janakampet
in Nizamabad, which al-
ready have warehouse facil-
ities, to cater to rice growing
districts Nizamabad, Adil-
abad and Karimnagar.

The current two ICDs -
Sanathnagar and Timma-
pur- are making transport of
the bulk good costly, the re-
port said. adding that more
dry ports are needed. Ter-

minal handling charges are
zero for exports to Singa-
pore from Chennai Sea Port.
Howevet, but for consign-
ments to be sent from ICD
Sanathnagar or ICD Timma-
pur, the charges are high at
Rs 9000 to 10,000 per con-
tainer, it said.

Large multinational com-
panies like Nestle were
procuring rice from Telan-
gana but now have stopped
buying due to As contami-
nation, the FTCCI report
said. Telangana is encourag-
ing cultivators to shift from
long grain paddy variety to
short grain paddy variety
named as “Telangana Sona’
to increase the fine variety
rice production. However,
exporters feel that only long
grain ricehas demand in the
international market and
shifting to a short grain vari-
ety may affect the exports
adversely, it said,

TS should consider devel-
oping export zones in the
State. Egypt, Mexico,
Malaysia, Indonesia, and
Philippines are the potential
markets. Telangana has
about 2,000 rice mills and
these can be modernised by
giving some incentives.

It is necessary to im-
prove quality, productivity,
Modern milling capacity,
better testing, storage and

handling infrastructure to
effectively market to other
countries and also to pro-
vide better income to
farmers,
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Launched in April 2018, the
Rs ™ crore Badkhal Lake
revival project has been
marred with slow progress.

The construction work on
the Rs 26 crore sewage treat-
ment plant (STF) to refill the
lake has failed to take shape
even after over two years.

The STP is the most vital
part of the project as it will
supply 10 MLD of treated
water daily into the lake bed.
Sources say the lake isunlike-
Iy to get filled till April 2021
and the project is likely to
miss the three-year deadline
set by the officials concerned.

An important tourist spot
in the NCR till 2000, the lake
has been lying dry since
then. Its revival was one of
the prominent promises of
the current government.
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Badkhal Lake pr0]ect likely to miss deadline
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The dried up Badhkal Lake in Faridabad.

Launchedin April 2018,379-crore project
scheduled to be completed in 3 years

Though the construction
of the STP was approved in
November 2018, work on the
ground remained stuck till
December 2019 due to lack
of clearances from the
departments, including the

Forest and Pollution Con-
trol. The Covid pandemic
this year also provedto bea
spoke in the wheel.

Though the boundary wall
ofthe STP has already come
up, construction of the main

building is likely to take one
more year before the plant
could start supplying water
into the lake.

After construction, the STP
may take six to eight months
to fill up the lake spread over
42acres. The Faridabad Smart
City Limited (FSCL), which is
carryingout the project,is also
waiting for the permission to
remove trees and shrubs from
thelake bed as the area isreg-
ulated by the Punjab Land
Preservation Act and Forest
Conservation Act.

The approval is also
required for the works con-
nected with lake bed treat-
ment and its strengthening.

“With the STP work on
full swing and likely to be
ready by September 2021,
the lake is expected to be
filled up by April 2022,"
said Arvind Kumar, an

official of the FSCL.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday took suo motu
cognisance of the rising
pollution level in river
Yamuna in the national
capital and appointed sen-
ior counsel Meenakshi
Arora as amicus curiae to
assist the court in the
matter.

Chief Justice Sharas A,
Bobde heading a bench
also comprising Justice
A.S.Bopanna and Justice
V. Ramasubramanian
took suo motu cognizance
of the pollution level in
the river Yamuna in the
course of the hearing of a
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SC takes suo motu cognisance
of rising pollution in Yamuna

plea by Delhi Jal Board
complaining that Haryana
was discharging untreat-
ed wastewater in the river
which has resulted
increase in the ammonia
level in the river.

While taking suo motu
cognizance of the pollu-
tion in river Yamuna, the
top court also issued
notice to Harvana on a
plea by Delhi Jal Board.

Arora appearing for
Delhi Jal Board told the
court that the sewage
treatment plants for treat-
ing waste water set up by
Haryana government at
different points on the
river Yamuna were not
working as a consequence

untreated wastewater was
flowing in the river con-
tributing to an increase in
the ammonia level.

Arora told the court that
due to an increase in the
ammonia level in river
Yamuna, it was becoming
unfit for consumption and
ammonia mixing with
other pollutants had the
potential to cause cancer.

Coupled with this, she
told the court that the ris-
ing ammonia level was
impacting the working of
the water treatment plants
installed by the Delhi Jal
Board for the treatment of
waste water,

“The plants, particularly
those at Chandrawal,

Wazirabad and Okhla,
have often been forced to
operate at only 50 percent
capacity or lesser due to
the extremely high ammo-
nia levels in the water
This has repeatedly result-
ed in shortage of water
and water crisis in the
NCT of Delhi”, said the
plea by the Jal Board.

The Jal Board further
told the court that on
December 25, 2020, the
ammonia t on December
25, 2020, the Ammonia
level in river Yamuna shot
up to an alarming 12 ppm
and that could result in
complete stoppage of the
water treatment plants in
the national capital.
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SC notice to Hry on DJB's plea to stop releasing untreated water into Yamuna

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court of India on Wednesday
issued a notice to the Haryana
Government on a writ petition
filed by the Delhi Jal Board,
seeking appropriate directions as
the state government in Haryana
was not checking the ammonia
levels before releasing water into
the Yamuna, which is getting
polluted in Delhi due to this.
While the DJB has for a
while now been alleging the
Haryana government was
releasing untreated water into
the Yamuna, the SC also initi-
ated a suo motu plea regarding

the pollution in the river, where
itappointed DJB's lawyer Meen-
akshi Arora as an amicus curiae.

The Delhi Jal Board's peti-
tion in the matter sought direc-
tions to the State government
and its Department of Irrigation
and Water Resources to stop the
discharge of pollutants in the
Yamuna, which is causing an
alarming rise in the ammonia
levels in the river.

DJB Vice-Chairman Raghav
Chadha said, “I'm happy that the
Chief Justice of India has issued
a notice to the Haryana gov-
ernment and listed the matter
for urgent hearing on Tuesday,
January 19, am hopeful that the

decision will be in favour of the
residents of Delhi."

The DJB submitted before
the CJI-led bench of the SC
that the level of ammonia in
the Yamuna had reached 6 on
Tuesday, as a result of which it
had to issue notices to 38 areas in
North and South Delhi, notify-
ing them that water services will
be affected due to this. Arora

IN OTHER NEWS

» CM Arvind Kejriwal chaired a review meet of the DJB's
ongoing projects for ensuring 24x7 water supply in Delhi
and 100% sewer connections. "We have to complete all
the projects within the stipulated time frame to provide
relief to the people and prevent unnecessary expendi-
ture of money,” CM said. Of 1,799 colonies, 1,622 have
a water network. The remaining colonies will be com-
pleted after 8 months of getting demarcation and NOC

submitted for the DJB that
ammonia mixed with chlorine
can cause cancer and when the
CJlasked how the Haryana gov-
ernment can stop this, the DJB
said the problem was with the

state’s Sewage Treatment Plants.

The DJB's petition said,
“The plants, particularly those
at Chandrawal, Wazirabad and
Okhla, have often been forced to
operate at only 50 percent capac-

ity or lesser due to the extremely
high ammonia levels in the
water.”

Delhi Jal Board's plea stated,
“Increased ammonia levels have
resulted in severe impairment
of the functioning of the water
treatment plants of the peti-
tioner to purify the water, and
supply it as drinking water in
the NCT of Delhi."

"Delhi Jal Board has spoken
to the Haryana government to
their officers, appealed to them,
sought help for the benefit of the
two crore population of Delhi;
explained how water supply in
Delhi was getting affected, but to
no avail,” Chadha added.
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CONTAMINATION OF RIVERS

Pollution-free water fundamental
right, state bound to ensureit: SC

SC directs CPCB to submit a report identifying municipalities along the river Yamuna

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Taking cogni-
sance of contamination of riv-
ers by effluent, the Supreme
Court Wednesday said pollu-
tion-free water is a fundamen-
tal right which a welfare state
is bound to ensure , and issued
notices to the Centre, CPCB
and five states including Delhi
and Haryana on the issue.

The top court, which
directed its Registry to register
the suo motu case as 'Reme-
diation of polluted rivers', said
it would first take up the con-
tamination of the Yamuna river
and asked Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) to sub
mita report identifying munic-
ipalities along it which have not
installed total treatment plants
for sewage.

The order, widening the
scope of judicial scrutiny of
contamination of water to riv-
ers across the country, was
passed by a bench headed by
Chief Justice S A Bobde which

was hearing a plea of Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) alleging that water
containing high pollutants is
being released into the Yamuna
river from Haryana.

DIB alleged that the water
released by neighbouring
Haryana into the Yamuna
has pollutants including high
ammonia content which
become carcinogenic after mix-

ing with Chlorine.

We find that in addition
to the issue raised by present
petition, it will be appropri-
ate to take suo motu cogni-
zance with regard to the issue
of contamination of rivers by
sewage effluents and ensure
that the mandate is imple-
mented by municipalities as
far as discharge of sewage into

rivers is concerned, said the
bench which also comprised
justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian.

It said the DJB's petition
related to increased ammo-
nia levels in Yamuna due to
discharge of pollutants, but it
highlighted an issue of great
Sigﬂiﬁl:‘.ll'lce ﬂlld censequcncf
not only for general public but

all living beings dependent
upon open surface water .

Let notice be issued to State
of Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana, Delhi and
Uttar Pradesh. Notice shall also
be issued to Secretary, Min-
istry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change and Sec-
retary, Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, Government of
India and Central Board of Pol-
lution Control in addition, it
ordered.

The top court directed the
CPCB to submit a report iden-
tifying municipalities along
the river Yamuna, which have
not installed total treatment
plants for sewage as per the
requirement or have gaps in
ensuring that the sewage is not
discharged untreated into the
river.

CPCB may also highlight
any other source of prominent
contamination within the lim-
its of Municipalities. It shall
also submit priority-wise list of
Municipalities, river stretches

adjacent to which have been
found to be most polluted, it
said. Article 21 of the Consti-
tution of India, provides for
right to life and also right to
live with human dignity. The
right to clean environment and
further, pollution free water has
been protected under the broad
rubric of the right to life guar-
anteed under Article 21, it said.

The bench referred to con-
stitutional schemes and said a
duty is also cast on every citi
zen to protect and improve the
natural environment includ-
ing forests, lakes, rivers and
wildlife.

It is manifestly clear that
pollution free water forms the
basic right under the Consti-
tutional framework and a wel-
fare state is bound to ensure
the same, it said. In the pro-
ceedings conducted through
video conferencing, the top
court also appointed senior
advocate Meenakshi Arora as
amicus curiae to assist it in
hearing the suo motu case.
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SC notice to Hry over
pollution in Yamuna

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13
Taking cognisance of the
pollution in the Yamuna,
the Supreme Court on
Wednesday issued notice to
the Haryana Government
after the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) alleged that water
containing high pollutants
was being released in the
river from the state.

“We are issuing notice
without argument. We are
taking suo motu cognisance
of pollution in the entire
Yamuna river,” a Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India SA Bobde said as the
DJB pointed out that the
water released by Haryvana
into the Yamuna had pollu-
tants, including  high
ammonia content which
hecomes carcinogenic after
mixing with chlorine.

The Bench appointed sen-
ior advocate Meenakshi
Arora as amicus curiae to
assist it in hearing the case
and posted the matter for
turther hearing on Tuesday.

The DJB usually halts
water supply in Delhi when
the ammonia content in
water rises. It has moved
court seeking a direction to
Haryana to ensure that pol-
lutant-free  water was
released in the river.

They have to have an
ammonia treatment plan in
Haryana. The National
Green Tribunal had said
that their STP at Sonepat is
not working, Arora said.
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