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River water diversion
to address NK water
woes in offing

BAGALKOT, DHNS: Newly sworn-in Min-
ister Murugesh Nirani has said that a
delegation of MPs from the state will
soon visit New Delhi seeking approval
from the Centre for a project worth
Rs 6,000 crore aimed ar diverting wa-
ter from River Kalito River Malaprabha
to meet the drinking water needs of the
six districes of plains.

Speaking to reporters at Kerakala-
mattl in Badami taluk on Saturday, he
said, the Mudhol-based Nirani Foun-
dation has prepared an action plan
of diverting the surplus 140 tmcft wa-
ter of river Kali which otherwise joins
the sea through Supa reservoir. With
the help of a 35-km pipeline, the river
water can be diverted to River Mal-
aprabha and it can be used to meet
the drinking water needs of plains,
headded.

Nirani said that a proposal has been
already sent to the Ministry of Water
Resources. Discussions will be held in
thisregard with the 28 MPs of the state,
he said.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Morning Standard- 17-January-2021

AN OASIS OF HOPE
in parched Bundelkhand

As tube wells and handpumps go dry, wormen volunteers -,.,..4
build check dams and repair natural water bodies in villages
to regain the wealth they had lost, finds Namita Bajpai

s UTTAR PRADESH

ROM a group of a doz-
en women, they are
now over 750, working
tirelessly to mitigate
the water woes of over
100 villages of peren-
nially parched Bun-
delkhand. They are called *Jal
Saheli’.

Their efforts in the last four
wvears have removed thirst from
over 100 villages across four
Bundelkhand districts. The
others are close to achieving
the target. Over 450 check dams
and 56 lakes have been built in
these villages.

Bundelkhand is one of the
muost water-deficient regions of
UP-Madhya Pradesh. Drought
is a way of life in its six dis-
tricts. People go long distances
to get water just enough to

gquench their thirst. Women.

here are the worst hit as they
are the ones who mostly bear
the responsibility of fetching
water
Amidst this struggle emerged
a group of women of Lalitpur
- adistrict in Bundelkhand -- to
form ‘Jal Sahelis' (friends of
water), a self-help group - with
the help of an organization
called Parmarth Samaj Sewa
Sansthan, which works among
local communities for water
conservation.
The started organ-

izing the women, encouraging
them to revive water bodies in
their village. A dozen women
came forward to fight the big-
gest adversity They began with
repairing the water pumps
near their homes.

“It wasn’t easy...we
were not comfortable
going out to work; our
husbands feared the
wrath of society in
letting us participate
in public events. They
were uncomfortable in
letting us converse with
volunteers who taught us about
water conservation,” says Gay-
atri, 40, a Jal Saheli.

Gayatri's co-worker Rekha
says the women of Lalitpur
would wake up at dawn to fin-
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ADVERSITY

ish off their chores. “When our
husbands left for work and the
children were off to school,
we'd start our task of repairing
the wells near our place,” she
sayvs.

Sansthan's secretary Dr San-
jay Singh says the women
were first sensitized
about water conserva-

tion, groundwater ta-
ble and the need for re-
pairing work. Special
training programmes
were designed by Par-
marith to make the
women water literate,

The initial success came ina
year when Jal Sahelis repaired
all the hand-pumps in and
around their villages in Lalit-
pur and installed a few new
ones too. Even men volunteered
to support the women. “It has
become a movement. . .the wom-
en volunteers are now active in
six district of the region in
both UP and MP. In UF, Jal Sa-
helis have brought about a sea
change in water conservation
in Hamirpur, Jaluan, Lalitpur
and Jhansi. They have also
started working in Chitrakoot,”
says Dr Sanjay Singh.

“I joined the Jal Saheli pro-
gramme four years ago. Despite
all unpleasant comments and
restrictions, I decided to carry
on. I have revived five wells in
my village Manpur in Jhansi,”
says Geeta, as she scans aclean
water body revived by her

The women are divided into
groups who are trained in wa-
ter literacy programmes. They
build check dams in their re-
spective villages. “In some plac-
es, the Jal Sahelis would end up
working for 25 days at a stretch,
digging acres of existing lakes
and converting them intocheck
dams," says Dr Singh. "“The wa-
ter is now available not just for
domestic use, but for irrigation
as well,” he says.

In places where farmers
would grow only one crop dur-
ing the maximum availability
of water in the yvear, they are
now getting three crops, cour-
tesy Jal Sahelis. “The farmers”
income is rising and migration
of youth has been contained —a
change being witnessed by
thousands of wvillagers every
day,"” says D Singh.
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Effluents continue to be dumped in Sabarmati and Mahisagar

MAHESH LANGA

AHMEDABAD

The unchecked flow of un-
treated industrial effluent in-
to rivers in Gujarat has led to
increasing pollution in the
Sabarmati, Mahisagar, Nar-
mada, Vishwamitri and Bha-
dar. According to data from
the Ministry of Environment
and Forest (MoEF), the Sa-
barmati is among the most
polluted rivers in the coun-
try.

Gujarat ranks fourth
among the top five States
with highly polluted rivers,
with as many as 20 rivers in
the critically polluted cate-
gory. Recently, a thick froth
on the Mahisagar, along a
stretch of several kilometres,
raised serious concern,
prompting the Gujarat Pollu-
tion Control Board (GPCE) to
constitute a high-level com-
mittee to study the rising le-
vel of pollution in the river.

“Pollution in rivers has
emerged as a major threat in
the last few years because
the lackadaisical approach
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Guijarat rivers remain highly polluted

Death of a river: Untreated effluent being released into the
Sabarmati outside Ahmedabad. «rfiLe PhoTo

of the authorities has embol-
dened the industries to dis-
charge untreated effluents
into flowing rivers,” said Va-
dodara-based environmen-
tal activist Rohit Prajapati.

He said that both treated
and untreated effluent is re-
leased into the estuary of the
Mahisagar and Gulf of Cam-
bay, flouting the guidelines
of the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCE).

As per the official parame-
ters, if the chemical oxygen
demand (COD), which indi-

cates organic pollutant load,
is higher than 250 mg per
litre, then it should not be re-
leased into the rivers.

“Most of the Gujarat rivers
where the effluents are
dumped into, the COD level
is in the range of 700 to 1000
mg per litre. While Dissolved
Oxygen (DO) level [indicat-
ing the health of a river] in
perennial rivers like Mahis-
gar should be in the range of
6 to B mg per litre, it is ac-
tually below 2.9 mg per
litre,” he added.
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In December 2020, Mr.
Prajapati and a few others
wrote a letter to the State
authorities providing evi-
dence, including videos and
photographs, of how toxic
effluents WETE being
dumped into the Mahisagar
and other rivers by indus-
tries.

“The WVadodara Enviro
Channel Ltd, which runs a
55-km-long pipeline to dis-
charge treated effluents into
the deep sea, releases the ef-
fluents into the river. The ef-
fluents are not getting dis-
charged into the deep sea as
required,” a former official of
the Gujarat Pollution Control
Board told The Hindu.

Now, the State govern-
ment has proposed a 2,300
crore project for a deep sea
effluent disposal pipeline to
cater to nearly 4,500 indus-
trial units. The project will
serve four highly industrial-
ised districts (Ahmedabad,
Vadodara, Kheda and Raj-
kot), which are the main
sources of pollution.
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Jal Shakti Minister writes
to CMs of AP, Telangana

Shekhawat seeks detailed reports for all new projects

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

Union Minister of Jal Shakti
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
has asked the Chief Minis-
ters of Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana to take the initia-
tive to submit the detailed
projects reports (DPRs) of all
new projects taken up by the
two governments, as agreed
at the Apex Council meeting
held on October 6, last.

In separate letters ad-
dressed to the Chief Minis-
ters of Telangana and And-
hra Pradesh, K.
Chandrasekhar Rao and Y.S.
Jaganmohan Reddy, respec-
tively, Mr. Shekhawat re-
minded them that they had
agreed to submit the DPRs of
all new projects to the Krish-

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

na and Godavari River Man-
agement Boards (KRMB and
GRMB, respectively) consti-
tuted under the provisions
of the Andhra Pradesh Reor-
ganisation Act.

The Union Minister said
that while Andhra Pradesh
had submitted only one DPR

out of 19 new projects taken
up after the bifurcation of
the combined Andhra Pra-
desh, including 15 in the
Krishna basin and four in the
Godavari basin, Telangana
had not given the DPR for
any of the 15 projects taken
up, including seven in the
Krishna basin and eight in
Godavari basin. Andhra Pra-
desh had submitted the DPR
of the Purushottapatnam lift
irrigation scheme, he noted.

The two State govern-
ments were also required to
secure other statutory ap-
provals and clearances for
going ahead with new pro-
jects, and submission of
DPRs was necessary o re-
solve lingering disputes, the
Minister felt.
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