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TS rejects Centre’s graft
charges in Kaleshwaram

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 3

The Fifteenth Finance
Commission’s remarks on
the K. Chandrashekar
Rao-led TRS government’s
flagship project, Kaleshw-
aram, in its report tabled
in Parliament on Febru-
ary 1 has not gone down
well with the state govern-
ment.

The state government
has found the commis-
sion's stand on Kaleshw-
aram to be “very strange”.
This is because members
of the commission, who
visited the Kaleshwaram
project site on more than
one occasion in the past,
had heaped praises on the
project, mostly between
2018 and 2020,

However, in its report,
the Finanee Commission
“questioned the financial
viability" of this project,

THE 15TH FINANCE
Commission report point-
ed out that this project
“invariably notches up a
massive electricity bill”,
bringing to question the
financial viability of the
project, in the “absence of
a guaranteed revenue
stream”.

being taken up at a cost of
more than 280,000 crore,

The FC report pointed
out that this project
*invariably notches up a
massive electricity bill”,
bringing to question the
financial viability of the
project, in the “absence of
a gllﬂl‘ﬂl’llﬂl}d revenue
stream”.

It goes on to suggest to
the state government that
it “should try to generate
adequate revenue” (like
through user charges) to

at least cover operations
and maintenance cost of
the project.

The report went on to
argue that the state's
“huge investments made
in irrigation, have not yet
resulted in commensurate
returns” in terms of crop
vield improvements.

These remarks are
incongruent to past obser-
vations of the commis-
sion's members and more
aligned to the criticism of
opposition parties, includ-
ing senior BJP leaders,
who are accusing the TRS
government of “wasting
huge public money” on
Kaleshwaram to “get kick-
backs from contractors”,
instead of taking up this
project for overall benefit
of the state, or to empower
and enrich the farmers.

M Page 5: Panel members
had praised KLIS project
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Fresh snowfall in pa.rts of Kashmir

OUR CORRESPONDENT

SRINAGAR: Most parts of
Kashmir received fresh snow-
fall on Wednesday, resulting in
significant improvement in the
minimum temperature across
the valley and providing huge
relief to residents, officials said.

The snowfall began dur-
ing the night and continued at
many places when last reports
came in, the officials said.

The snowfall affected the
flight operations at Srinagar
airport in the morning, caus-
ing some flight delays.

‘The flight operations were
hampered due to the accumu-
lation of snow on the runway
and poor visibility due to the
bad weather.

The MET Office said the
famous ski-resort of Gulmarg,

Pedestrians walk during light snowfall in Srinagar, on Wednesday

in north Kashmir, received
about six inches of fresh snow-
fall, while Kupwara, also in the
north, recorded about three
inches.

Other places, including Sri-
nagar, experienced very light

snowfall, the officials said.
They said there are reports
of fresh snowfall in many other
areas in the higher reaches of
Jammu and Kashmir.
The fresh snowfall, however,
did not affect the movement of

traffic on the Srinagar-Jammu
National Highway.

An official of the traffic
control room said the highway
was through for one-way traffic
from Srinagar towards Jammu.

The minimum temperature
across the valley rose signifi-
cantly on Tuesday night, pro-
viding huge relief to residents.

Srinagar recorded a low of
minus 0.4 degrees Celsius last
night over four degrees up from
the previous night's minus 4.6
degrees Celsius.

Pahalgam tourist resort,
which also serves as a base
camp for the annual Ama-
rnath yatra in south Kash-
mir, recorded a low of minus
3.9 degrees Celsius over five
degrees down from the previ-
ous night's minus 9.3 degrees
Celsius.
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Portal on

Gobardhan

scheme
launched

NEW DELHI: The Jal Shakti
Ministry on Wednesday
launched a unified portal on
the ‘Gobardhan’ scheme, an
initiative aimed at managing
cattle and biodegradable waste
and also help enhance farm-
ers’ income.

Under the new uni-
fied approach, all these pro-
grammes/schemes will be
coordinated by the Department
of Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion under the Swachh Bharat
Mission - Grameen (SBMG).

The key  stakehold-
ers --- Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (MNRE),
Ministry of Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas (MoPNG), Depart-
ment of Animal Husbandry
and Dairying, Department
of Agriculture, Cooperation
and Farmers Welfare, Depart-
ment of Agricultural Research
and Education (DARE), and
Department of Rural Devel-
opment --- are having var-
ious biogas programmes/
policies/schemes.

The programmes are New
National Biogas and Manure
Management Programme
(NNBOMP) of MNRE, Bio-
fuel Policy and Sustainable
Alternative towards Afford-
able Transportation (SATAT),
cooperative schemes through
the National Dairy Develop-
ment Board (NDDB) of Ani-
mal Husbandry Department
and various other similar
schemes.

Under the new uni-
fied approach, all these pro-
grammes/schemes will be
coordinated by the Depart-
ment of Drinking Water and
Sanitation under the Swachh
Bharat Mission Grameen
(SBMG). AGENCIES
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