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Dehradun: Uttarakhand CM
Trivendra Singh Rawat, inan
exclusive conversation with
TOI on Wednesday, sald that
“crystal-clear Ganga water
would be the USP" of the Ma-
ha Kumbh festival slated to
take place in Haridwar.
would be fit for bathing and
drinking. The mesmerising
view of Ganga river, clean wa-
ter and beautiful ghats would
bealifelong cherishing experi-
ence for the pilgrims coming
for the festival,” the CM said.
He added that around Rs
1,600 crore is being spent on
Kumbh-related work in Hari-
dwar. “Majority of the pro-
jects are complete, whereas
some are on the verge of com-
pletion. For instance, the
flyover at Ranipur is being
given finishing touches and it
would be dedicated to people
by the middle of the month.
Covid-19 has delayed our
work by around three
months. However, I am happy
that overcoming all challeng-
a5, we have still been success-
ful in completing projects in
the stipulated time span,” the
chief minister said.
Elaborating on the chal-
lenges ahead for the mega fes-
tival, the CM said that putting
a cap on the number of devo-
tees remains a major con-
cern. Besides, conducting RT-
PCR test {(which has been
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Rawat said that Rs LEIHJ crore is
being spent on Kumbh:-related
work in Haridwar

made mandatory by the Cef-
tre in its SOP released for the
festival) for lakhs of pilgrims
is likely to prove a daunting
task. *We need to develop a
mechanism to set a cap on the
turnout, especially for the
key bathing days. It will be
difficult to stop devotees, es-

pecially those who are com-

ing from far-off states. There-
fore, we are also giving
thought to a proposal to limit
the duration of Kumhbh," the
chief ministersaid.

The mela would have four
‘shahi snans’ — on March 11
(Mahashivratri), April 12
(Somwati Amavasya), April
14 (Baisakhi Kumbh), and
April 27 (Chaitra Poornima).
Besides, there are also six
‘parv snan’, which com-
menced with Makar Sank-
ranti(January 14),
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Shimla receives first snowfall of 2021

Shimla, Feb. 4: Himachal
Pradcsh received fresh
snowfall on Thursday
with tourist hotspots
Shimla, Kufri, Manali
and Dalhousie draping
in white even as the cold
wave intensified across
the state

Capital city Shimla
received 50 cm snowfall
from Thursday morning
till 5.30 pm, which is the
second highest snowfall
in a day in the last 30
years, Shimla met centre
director Manmohan
Singh said. The city had
mcewed 541 cm snow-
fall in a day on February
12, 2002, he added.

Snowfall oceurred at
many places over the
state in the last 24 hours
but its main effect was
in  Shimla, Solan,
Sirmaur and Kinnaur
districts, Mr Singh said.

The temperature in the
state decreased by sever-
al notches while a num-
ber of roads were blocked
due to snow. The tribal
Lahaul and Spiti‘'s admin-
istrative centre Keyvlong :
continued to be the cold- -
est place in the state at Pedestrians use umbrellas as they walk during snowfall in Shimla on Thursday. Himachal Pradesh’s capital Shimla
minus 6.3° Celsius, Mr received the first snowfall of 2021 on Thursday. Fresh snowfall started in Shimla, Kufri, Keylong, Kalpa and several
Singh said. — PTT other high reaches of the state on Thursday morning and continued till filing of the report. - PTI
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Centre faults both AP TS
over new water projects

HaNs NEWS SERVICE
NEwW DELHI

CENTRE has categorically as-
serted that taking up of new proj-
ects by Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana on Krishna or Go-
davari rivers is in violation of sec-
tions and provisions of the 11th
Schedule of Andhra Pradesh Re-
organisation act, 2014, hence
both the states have been asked
not to go ahead with new proj-
ects.

Replying to a question raised
by V Balashowry, YSRCP MP, the
minister of state for Jal Shakti,
Rattan Lal Kataria, stated here
on Thursday that both the gov-
ernments of Telangana and

® To a question by YSRCP
MP Balashowry, Union
Minister of State for Jal
Shakti says taking up new
projects on Krishna and
Godavari rivers violates
Schedule XI of AP
Reorganisation Act

W Both States, which
complained against each
other, have been asked to
put the projects on hold

Andhra Pradesh had mutually
complained against each other
about new projects on Krishna
and Godavari rivers without sub-
mitting their detailed project re-

ports (DPR) to Krishna River
Management Board (KRMB) and
Godavari River Management
Board (GRMB) respectively for
appraisal and clearance.,

He further said an Apex Coun-
cil was constituted under the AP
Reorganisation Act, 2014, for de-
ciding on water related inter-
state matters. The second meet-
ing of the Apex Council was held
under the Chairmanship of the
Union minister (Jal Shakti) with
both the Chief Ministers of the
states. In the meeting, it was de-
cided that both the states would
submit the DPRs of new projects
to KRMB/ GRMB for appraisal
and subsequent sanction by the
Apex Council.
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Jal Jeevan Mission:
A social revolution
through water

In a short span of one year, 3.04 crore
households have been provided piped water
connections as against 3.23 crore households
since Independence. Goa has emerged as the
first state to achieve 100 per cent coverage under
JJM and as on date, 52 dis-tricts, 660 blocks,
39,317 gram panchayats and 73,890 villages
have achieved the targets of “Har Ghar Jal”

Encouraged by the promising results of Jal
Jeevan Mission for rural households,
Government of India, in the Budget 2021, made
a historic announcement of launch-ing Jal
Jeevan Mission (Urban) to provide potable
piped water supply to 2.68 crore urban
households spread over 4,378 Urban Local
Bodies with an outlay of Rs 2.87 lakh crore over
a period of five years. The far-reaching benefits
of this mission can-not be practically estimated
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grew up in a small village in Haryana, Coming from a poor Dalit

family, poverty and exclusion were the only flavour of life. My par-
ent’s daily schedule hinged around securing 2 course meal for their
family. My father worked as a shoe maker while my mother toiled hard
as a wage labourer. I remember her ordeal, walking tire-lessly up to
the designated well, each day, just to fetch drinking water. Her resolve
to secure drinking water for her children gave her the grit to brave all
physical and so-cial hardships she faced in this process.

Later in life, I was fortunate enough to witness piped water connec-
tions in our vil-lage, but this time the caste-class matrix dictated the
esteemed beneficiaries. The poor and marginalised were again devoid
of their basic right to clean drinking water. Years passed by and by
2019, we as a nation, could provide piped water supply to a mere 3.23
crore rural households out of a total 18.93 crore rural households.

But, it was after 72 years of Independence -2019 that from the
precincts of Red fort, our Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced
his resolve to provide piped water connections to every rural household
under governments flagship program “Jal Jeevan Mission”. Present
at the Red fort at that historic moment ,my past flashed in front of my
eyes. I remembered how late Atal Bihari Vajpayee ji, during his visit to
my village for performing kanyadaan of my sister, described piped
water connection as a conduit to dignity of life for each household.

That moment, I considered myself fortunate to be serving in the
newly formed Jal Shakti Ministry and saw “Jal Jeevan Mission” was a
God sent opportunity. The entire team, led under the dynamic leader-
ship of our Prime Minister is working tirelessly till date to accomplish
this unprecedented task.

I proudly announce thatin ashort span of one year, 3.04 crore house-
holds have been provided piped water connections as against 3.23
crore households since Independ-ence. Goa has emerged as the first
state to achieve 100 per cent coverage under JJM and as on date, 52
Districts, 660 Blocks, 39,317 Gram Panchayats and 73890 villages have
achieved the targets of “Har Ghar Jal”.

Encouraged by the promising results of Jal Jeevan Mission for rural
households, Government of India, in the Budget 2021, made a historic
announcement of launch-ing Jal Jeevan Mission (Urban) to provide
potable piped water supply to 2.68 crore urban households spread over
4,378 Urban Local Bodies with an outlay of Rs 2.87 lakh crore over a
period of five years. The far-reaching benefits of this mission can-not
be practically estimated.

However, there is something more significant that’s happening as
an implication of this Mission. A water connection is being provided
to one and all irrespective of caste, community, religion, race etc. with
anapproach that - “ No one is left behind”. Priority has been placed on
villages with majority SC/ST population with the aim to secure 55 Ipcd
of water per capita. This secular and inclusive approach is primarily
benefiting the people from backward castes and is proving to be a
social revolution.

The Mission mandates provisioning of water supply infrastructure
atanunprecedent-ed scale. It requires skilled manpower like plumbers,
masons, electricians, fitters, pump operators etc. which shall be met
by skilling people from respective villages therefore, opening vistas
for skilled employment in-situ.

The entire Mission follows a bottom up approach. It requires for-
mation of Village water Supply committees/Pani Samitis that shall
prepare a village action plan for themselves. Interestingly, these com-
mittees mandated to have 50 per cent women members since women
are most affected group, therefore their say is seen as a crucial input
for its effective implementation.

Lastly, Information Technology has been leveraged to collate and
display realtime na-tionwide water data on a Portal
www.ejalshakti.gov.in. A Rashtriya Jal Jeevan Kosh (RJJK) is set up
for accepting contributions from people who have moved from vil-
lages but still nurture love for their native place. Soon, they will be
able to donate, at the click of the mouse, for specific water supply
related works by interacting with the members of Paani Samiti through
this portal.

Hence, Jal Jeevan Mission is not merely a scheme whose outcome
is limited to ag-gregate of connections provided, rather its ushering a
social revolution marked by people’s participation, empowerment,
convergence, inclusion and equity.

(The author is Union Minister of State
for Jal Shakti/Social Justice and Empowerment)
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Fresh snowfall
in Himachal

PTI
SHIMLA, 4 FEBRUARY

Himachal Pradesh received
fresh snowfall on Thursday
with tourist hotspots Shim-
la, Kufri, Manali and Dal-
housiedraping in white even
as the cold wave intensified
across thestate  Capital
city Shimla received 50 cm
snowfall from Thursday morn-
ing till 5.30 pm, which is the
second highest snowfallin a
dayinthelast 30 years, Shim-
la Met centre director Man-
mohan 5ingh said.

Thecity had received 54.1
cm snowfall in a day on Feb-
ruary 12, 2002, he added.

Snowfall occurred at many
places over the state in thelast
24 hours but its main effect
was in Shimla, Solan, Sir-
maur and Kinnaur districts,
Singh said.

Theminimum temperaiure
in Kufriand Dalhousie settled
at minus 1.1 and minus 1.2
degrees Celsius respectively.
Bypass road near I1SBT in
Shimla was closed due to
uprooting of trees, a police offi-
cial said.
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