File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

India Today 06-February-2021

SLOW SAILING

SOME PROGRESS, NOT ENOUGH

EVEN TODAY, ONLY TWO PER CENT OF FREIGHT
TRAVELS ON INLAND WATERWAYS

THE SAGARMALA
INITIATIVE AND THE
PUSH TO USE INLAND
WATERWAYS WILL
DETERMINE THE COURSE
FOR INDIAN SHIPPING

By ANTLESH S. MAHAJAN

n 1951, in India’s first
five year plan, efforts
were made to set up a
Ganga-Brahmaputra
transport board for riv-
er transport. Red tape
severely damaged this
effort—legislation was
only passed in 1986. The law was then
revisited 30 years later, converting 111
river stretches into waterways, 37 of
them on priority.

In terms of international ports, at Inde-
pendence, India gained those at Surat, Mum-
bai, Kochi, Chennai, Puducherry and Kolkata.
Together, they had a cargo handling capacity
of 10-11 MTPA (million tonnes per annum).
In late 2019, the handling capacity of major
Indian ports had reached 1,554.9 MPTA.

In the past decades, though most ports
have gained highway or railway conneetivity,
key transport routes have remained congested.
India has 12 major and 200 non-major/ inter-
mediate ports. Over the next decade, the gov-
ernment’s Sagarmala plan—with 574 identified
projects involving port modernisation, new
port development, connectivity enhancement,
port-linked industrialisation and coastal com-
munity development—will set the trend. So far,
121 of these projects have been completed.

The next big thing for the shipping sector is
inland waterways, In June 2014, India’s biggest
electricity generator, NTPC, transported coal to
its Farakka power plant in West Bengal via the
Ganges waterway, saving Rs 450 per tonne in
transportation costs. Following that, it decided

Five functional waterways, but
no authority to develop it

Lessthan 0.5 hercent ofinland
freight transported on these

No multi-modal frei;ght
infrastructure

No major ports; states

would handle cargo

movement independently

50 minor and intermediate

ports handled by coastal states

Graphic & llustration by TANMOY CHAKRABORTY

TODAY

There are 111 stretches declared
national waterways, with 34
being completed on priority

Twao per cent of inland freight
transported on these
Sagarmala will integrate
highways, raibways and ports
There are today 12 major

ports that together handle
700 million tonnes per year

187 minor and intermediate
ports handled by coastal states

to transport 3 million tonnes of coal annually via this waterway. Similarly,
in November 2018, PepsiCo India transported 16 truckloads worth of
products from Kolkata to Varanasi by river. In the next five years, inland
waterway freight is expected to grow significantly. It is much cheaper;

INDIA @75
THE AGENDA

A Inthe years ahead, the
inland waterways need
tohandle alarger volume
and variety of cargo

A Accelerate progress

of the Sagarmala project
for port development and
connectivity

¥ Build multimodal
freight corridors, which
allow an integration of rail,
road, air and water trans-
port systems

back of the book caleulations sug-
gest it costs about Rs 2.5 per km
to transport goods by road, Rs 1.4
by rail and less than a rupee by wa-
terways. There are environmental
benefits too: waterway transport
produces only about half the CO,
of road transport. However, there
are limitations to consider—for
one, water transport from Kolkata
to Varanasi takes about 10 days,
while road transport takes just
two. Second, inland port infra-
structure is still being developed.
Third is that the construction of
dams and diversion of water for
irrigation means that water levels
can be challengingly low. m
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NOT JUST A
PIPE DREAM

THE GOVERNMENT GOES INTO MISSION MODE TO ENSURE
CLEAN AND SAFE DRINKING WATER FOR ALLITS CITIZENS

By RAJCHENGAPPA

Here is a sobering fact: on August 15, 2020, when India cel-
ebrated its 74th Independence Day, only 16.8 per cent, or 1in
every six, of the 191 million rural households in the country
had functional tap connections that supplied them potable
water for drinking and other domestic use. A majority had to
depend either on a nearby hand pump or a walk to the well.
The burden of collecting the water fell usually on the women
and girl children of the household, resulting in loss of both time
and energy. Besides, there was no guarantee that the water
thus collected was potable, leading to water-borne diseases
that continue to plague much of India.

It is not as if successive governments since Independence have neglected
this vital need. In the 19505 and '60s, the focus was on construction of new
wells and renovation of old ones to provide water to households. With the

launch of the Accelerated Rural Water Supply Programme in 1972 by the then
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, the focus shifted to sinking borewells and
providing hand pumps. When Rajiv Gandhi was prime minister, he launched
the National Drinking Water Mission in 1986 that fixed norms, including the
source of drinking water supply being within half a kilometre of a household
instead of the prevailing 1.6 km and to enhance the per capita norm of 40 litres
to 70 litres a day for each household. Borewells using the latest technology were
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3 Provide piped and clean
drinking water to 127 million
ruralhouseholds

3 Ensure potable drinking wa-
ter in all schools in the country

A With ground water resources
reaching critical levels, to
promote micro-irrigation and
water conservation measures
onamassivescale
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sunk on a massive scale under this mission. By the turn of
the century, the country had ereditably achieved the target
and the focus shifted to providing safe piped drinking water

to households on a gradual basis. INDIA HAS PROVIDED TAP CONNECTIONS
When Prime Minister Narendra Modi was re-elected to TO 64 MILLION RURAL HOUSEHOLDS SO

the postin 2019, he announeced the launch of the Jal Jeevan FAR.IT STILL HAS A LONG WAY TO GO
Mission in his Independence Day address to provide safe

water from a functional tap connection to every house- 191
hold by 2024. The PM also introduced another significant 191 127

. i AR MILLION
change when he consolidated the different ministries deal-
ing with water issues, whether for drinking, irrigation or
conservation, into a super ministry called Jal Shakti for
better coordination and speedier development. For the
Har Ghar Jal Mission, as the piped drinking water cam-
paign was called, he set aside Rs 8.6 lakh crore and ensured
that the states shared anything from 50-50 per cent of the
expenses. Bharat Lal, additional seeretary in the depart-
ment of drinking water and sanitation, says, “By providing
tap water to every rural household, the focus is on assured
quality and supply. The aim is to not only
ensure ease of living but also enhance the

ality of life, especially for the female &

DTy G Ue PR TIT R R

members of the household. Residentsina
In his first term, Modi implemented Delhi locality

the Swachh Bharat Mission to ensure clamour around
that every village, town or city became awater tanker
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WATER SOURCES IN INDIA'S
NORTHWEST REACH
GRIEVOUS LEVELS OF STRESS

CATEGORISATION OF
ASSESSMENT UNITS

Graphics & lustrations by TANMOY CHAKRABORTY
open defecation-free (ODF) by providing
every household with a toilet, besides solid
waste management. By 2019, the govern-
ment had constructed over 100 million toilets
and, on October 2, the country declared itself
ODF. Now, he would focus his attention on
water supply with the same zeal. The Har
Ghar Jal programme has already seen 33 mil-
lion households provided with piped water,
making Lal confident that the remaining 127
million households would be covered by 2024
as scheduled. Technology is being employed
massively to monitor every aspect of the pro-
gramme, inchuding the geo-tagging of every
piped connection and checking of water pota-
bility with instant alerts to maintenance staff
for aberrations. Importantly, all rural schools
are also covered under the programme, so
that children have access to safe water and

Saurce: INDIA-WRIS

“By providing
tap water, we
intend to not
just ensure
ease of living
but enhance
quality of
life fora
household’s
women”’

= BHARAT LAL, Addl
Secy, Dept of Drinking
Water & Sanitation

therefore not prone to water-borne diseases. Simultaneously, there is a pro-
gramme to reuse the ‘grey’ water after having it purified for agriculture or
industry so to avoid wastage. Apart from boosting investment in rural areas,
Jal Jeevan is already proving to be a job generator, employing hundreds of

thousands in the scheme.

i

- WATER TREK
.~ Notmuch seems to have

changed since 1954

Meanwhile, the Jal Shakti ministry is
working on conserving the country’s scarce
water resources. While India comprises 18
per cent ofthe world s population, it has only
4 per cent of the global water resources. Agri-
culture is the biggest water guzzler, followed
by industry and domestic users. Of the total
cropped area of 140 million hectares, only
44 per cent has assured irrigation, with a
demand to expand that area substantially.
With more states opting to provide free pow-
erto farmers, the overexploitation of ground-
water for irrigation has reached critical levels
in several states, including Punjab, Hary-
ana, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh
and Karnataka. The Modi government has
launched schemes to promote micro-irri-
gation for more efficient use of water apart
from rainwater harvesting projects. The
government has been encouraging farmers
cultivating rice and sugarcane--both huge
water guzzlers—to diversify to other crops.
This is an uphill task, but remains crucial if
India has to avert the looming water crisis. m
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SEVERAL lakes in the city and
outskirts remain unprotected
and activists who are engaged in
cleaning works have demanded
that the authorities sit up and
take notice of increasing en-
croachments, They demand fenc-
ing of all water bodies to ensure
their protection.

Many lakes includ-
ingChengicherla, or
Chintalkunta Cheruvu, Sud-
hakunta, Pochammakunta,
Medikuntalake ,Mundikunta
lake, AnumulaKunta lake, Sa-
roornagar Lake and some lakes
in Serilingampally circle were
lifelines for local residents, but
today these lakes are unprotected
and neglected by the State gov-
ernment . Even though a few so-
cial activities took up cleaning
works of these lakes and tried to
restore them, lack of support
from government and public has
slowly turned the lakes into
pitiable condition.

The social activists urged the
officials concerned to fence the
lakes to stop encroachments.
Sadly, the land sharks have
usurped almost 50 percent of all
the lake areas. The lakes are also
turning into cesspools due to il-
legal inflows of sewage water.

“The official apathy has re-
sulted in diverting untreated wa-
ter and dumping of debris into
the lakes thus choking them. It is
not only creating nuisance but
also affecting the human lives
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Many lakes in dire need

tion, protection
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Sadly, the land sharks have
usurped almost 50 per cent
of all the lake areas. The
lakes are also turning into
cesspools due to illegal

.~ inflows of sewage water

Aclmsts allege that 50% of water bodies encroached,;

Demand fencing of lakes to stop encroachments

and degrading the biodiversity.
The Irrigation department,
HMWSSB, GHMC and Pollution
Control board are the major
stakeholders in protecting the
lakes and environment. If we do
not conserve our environment
and resources then it we will
causing a great harm and loss to
the future generations,” said
Vinay Vangala , social worker.
“We have sent many represen-
tations for restoration of the

lakes at Serilingampally circle.
Our NGO is trying to restore
MundikuntaLake but we are fac-
ing hardships due to lack of co-
operation from GHMC and gov-
ernment. While the High Court
is directing the authorities to re-
store the lakes and stop illegal
construction works on FTL of
water bodies, the concerned au-
thorities were only giving false
promises on restoration of lakes,
said Pradeeep, the convener of

SOUL.

"For the past many years we
have been trying to restore the
lakes and sent many representa-
tions. But the encroachments
continue blatantly. To stop this
the irrigation department should
fence all the lakes,” said
Prashanth, a volunteer of Help-
ing Hands Humanity.When The
Hans India team tried to contact
the concerned officials there was
no response.
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