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mentof Delhi government has
built 45 check dams in Asola
Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary to
prevent soil erosion, conserve
rainwater and raise ground-
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Check Dams To Help Asola Animals

Forest Dept To Ready 85 By March To Stop Soil Erosion & Boost Water Levels

Three types of check dams-
—gabions, sand dams and
grass dams— have been marde,
Gabions are stone and wire
meshstructires, sand damsare
made up of sandstone
and unider grass dams, water is
stopped with the help of woo-
den planks and local grasses

water table to help wildlife and ave planted to createa wetland.
improve plantation, Forest of- “Thelocationof check dams
ficialssaid nearly 40additional has been strategically chosen as
check dams would be constrie- = they run through important
ted in the sanctuary by March- wildlife habitats and migration
end. When Delhireceivesrains voutes. Tt will helpbirdsand ani:
in monsoon, around 85 check (A S s mals, including nilgal, leo-
dams would be ready that wo- 8| THREE TYPES OF CHECK pards, monkeys and golden
mgdact asajml:]ddpggh for -hwﬁllh!hﬁﬂ DAMS HAVE BEEN BUILT jadml&mter‘?m&fmeirwmar
wild anim i . requirement,” said Madan.
Eight rainfed streams mu!n’ml b L -.""’“‘%“m‘"' mﬂh ALt The construction of check
ranging from six kilometresto age velocity aroundwates oo dams began in August Jast ye-
11 kilometres length have been 45chee|t dams have beert built, | = Y Lo 2%‘{'&:"&‘5 o Upof | ar “We have built 45 check
identified on which check ‘Canstruction of around 40 m""ﬂ"wlt:“"m arn e dams so far and nearly 40 addi-
dams are being constructed check dams is underway Ih:"nunh widiee | 3. sdams are where | tional check dams will be rea:
‘During monsoon, rain | oo BB L mums migration water is stopped with wooden | gy by March-end. When Delhi
washes and takes away water expugtedto s rudmtﬂns Youtes planks and local grassis planted | yeceives monsoon rains, they
and top soil to city drains, The oAy : _ o create a wetland would be functional’ said
purpose of building check turninto perennial pools. The  Sohail Madan, head, Conser- Aforestofficial said thecheck  Amit Anand, deputy conserva-
dams is to ensure that runoff  check dams are being made  vation EducationCentre, Bom-  damswouldhelpin improvingso  torof forests (South).
does not take place. The water, manually without any distur-  bay Natural History Society, il quality which would further as- Grasses are being planted
which will be collected on the  bancein the forest and noma-  which has been helping the fo-  sist in Improving and  to improve the habitat of wild-
sideof checkdams, willslowly  chinery has been used,” said  restdepartment intheproject.  replenishing the groundwater: life, headded.

No waste plant for industries meets
water quahty norms, reports DPCC

@'tlmesuraup.com

New Delhi: All operational
common  effluent treatment
plants(CETPs) in the capitaldo
not meet the permissible water
quality standards,a report pre-
pared by Delhi Pollution Cont-
rol Committee hasrevealed.
The report, which is based
on samples collected in Decem-
ber last year, stated that 13
CETPs in the city donot comply
with the requisite standards
with respect to. biochemical
oxygen demand, total dissolved
solid, sulphide and chloride
Thereport wasrecentlysub-
mitted o the secretary of the
Union ministry of Jal Shakti.
DPCC also wrote to “CETPs
societies and operators for ta-
king rectification measures to
meet the prescribed standarda.”

The report, based on samples collected in December
last year, stated that 13 CETPs in the city don't comply
with the requisite standards with respect to biochemical
oxygen demand, dissolved solids, sulphide and chloride

According to the report sub-
mitted, a copy of which is with
TOI, Nangloi CETP — which
caters to Nangloi and Udyog Na-
gar industrial areas — did not
meet the prescribed standad
for TDS, sulphide and chloride,

Theeffluent cutlet at Bawa:
na CETP —which has a maxi-
mum capacity of treating toxic
effluent of 35 MLDforchloride
— was maore than the double
the prescribed standard. Simi-
larly, effluent outlet at Bawana
CETP for sulphide was 8mg/1,
against the prescribed stan-
dard of 2mg/L This CETP at

Bawana failed to meet the re-
quisite standard for TDS too.
Anofficial from theenviron-
ment department said: “CETPs
in. Delhi are not complying
with the prescribed standard
of water guality mainly due
topresenceof old solid sludge.”
Experts claimed the work of
CETPswaslotreat toxic induist-
rial effluents hefore it entered
Yamuna, bul since all CETPs in
Delhi have failed to meet the
water quality standard, harm-
ﬂﬂeﬂlummmminglmothe
river “The problem of CETPs
not complying to standard wo-

uld be resolved when all indust-
rial units reuse water dischar-
ged by them and theunits achie-
vezero liguid discharge The fo-
cus of DPCC should be on
achieving zero liguid dischar-
ge," Manoj Mishra, convenorof
YamunaJiye Abhiyaan, said,
“Besides, there are many
illegal industries located
in non-conforming areas,
whichare notconnected toef-
fluent treatment plants and
are discharging toxic waste
directly into the river thro-
ughdrains,” Mishra added.
Delhi has 13 CETPs for ma-
nagement of Industrial efMu-
ent generated from 17 appro-
ved industrial areas. They ha-
veatotal treatment capacity of
2123 million litres per day
A total of 33,600 Industrial
units ar connected to CETPs
in17approved industrialareas.
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All dams have enough
water for summer

Good storage due to heavy rains during monsoon last year

Malkapet reservoir work
gathers momentum

L. VENKAT RAM
REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 6

Most reservoirs in the
Krishna and Godavari
basins in Telangana state
have more water than pre-
vious vears, just before
the onset of summer At
others, the water is close
to the levels seen in 2020,

The government is confi-
dent it can sail through
this summer without fac-
ing drinking water short-
age either in the city or in
the districts.

The good storage is the
result of heavy rains
received during the south-
west monsoon that lasted
till October. The state
received 1,259.7 mm of
rainfall from June 1, 2020,
against the norm of 852.8
mm, an increase of 48 per
cent. In the GHMC limits,
the total was 1221.1 mm
against 723.5 mm usually,
which is higher by 68.8 per
cent.

Nagarjunasagar in the
Krishna basin remains
the major source of drink-
ing water for the GHMC
limits and south
Telagnana districts. As on
Saturday, the water level
at Nagarjunasagar dam
stood at 559.50 ft against
the full reservoir level
{FRL) of 590 ft. It has
231.22 tme ft against gross
storage of 312.05 tme. The
same day last year, it had
551.30 ft and 212.43 tmc ft.

In Srisailam dam, water
stood at 867.30 ft againt
868.8 ft last vear (FRL 885
ft) and the storage was
130.96 tmc ft against 138,93
tme last yvear (total capaci-
ty 215.81 tm ft).

Same is the case with the
major dams in Godavari
basin.

Sriramsagar had water
at 1083.30 ft on Saturday
(last vear 1,084.4 ft, FRL
1,081 ft) and storage of
61.77 tme (last vear 64.99
tme, gross capacity 90.31
tme)..

The Mid-Manair dam is
brimming with water at
1040.72 (last 1.039.93 ft,
FRL 1043.31 ft) and storage

DC CORRESPONDENT
SIRCILLA, FEB. 6

Smitha Sabarwal, secre-

tary to the Chief
Minister’s Office, on
Saturday inspected the

construction work at the
Malkapet reservoir
Malkapeta of Konaraopet
mandal in Rajanna
Sircilla district. The work
is part of package9 of the
Kaleshwaram Lift
Irrigation Scheme (KLIS).

After inspecting the
underground surgepool,
tunnel, pump house, ven-
tilation shaft, delivery cis-

Secretary in the Chief Minister

of 25.52 tmc ft (last year
24.92 tme ft gross capacity
27.50 tme ft).

The Yellampally project,
which also supplies the
city, had water at 484.25 ft
(last year 477.13 ft, FRL

485.56 ft) and storage of
19.06 tme ft (13.60 tmc ft
last year against gross
capacity of 20.18 tmc ft).

As per the latest reser-
voir storage bulletin

terns on Bund-5 works,
the official inguired with
the officials about the
progress of work and
ordered them to speed up
the works and to complete
lining of the tunnel for at
least 80 metres every day.

Speaking at a review
meeting held with the offi-
cials and contractors,
Smitha Sabarwal said that
as per the orders issued by
Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao, work
should go on round the
clock in shifts to meet the
deadline,

“By maintaining quality,

issued by the Central
Water Commission
(CWC), live storage avail-
able in the reservoirs in
the southern region is
33.12 billion cubic metres
(BCM), which is 63 per
cent of the total capacity.
The storage during cor-
responding period of last
year was 61 per cent at this
time of the vear. The aver-
age storage in the last 10

complete stone pitching
works of all the bunds,”
she said and wanted a dry
run of the second pump
by April and a trial run of
the project in May.

The senior official said
that the Chief Minister
was very keen to complete
Package-9 as early as pos-
sible and was tracking its
Progress.

She further asked the
collector D. Krishna
Bhaskar to resolve land
acquisition and revenue
issues and bring to her
notice if they face any
major problem.

ffice Smitha Sabarwal inspects the construction
work of Malkapet reservoir on Saturday.

yvears during the corre-
sponding period was 42
per cent.

The southern
includes

region
the states of
Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
There are 36 reservoirs
under the Central Water
Commission (CWC) moni-
toring having total capaci-
ty of 52.81 BCM.
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Jharkhand water conservation eﬂort beanng fnut

MUKESH RANJAN @Ranchi water every year, launched under which trenches pegtnn has increased and barren
Besides increasing the waterlev-  were dug to conserve water, * Jand has become cultivable. Singh
TO deal with rising n‘ater crisis, el thisinitiative of the Jharkhand It was decided that trenches said the water flowing though these
people in 35 villages of interior State Water Shed Mission in as- would be dug to check theunre-  trenches are directed to 52 ponds
Jharkhand have found a solution. sociation with local NGO stricted flow of water. “Un- and water bodies which were cre-
Villagers of Ichak Block in Haz- Jan Jagaran Kendra has der this technigue, 70 ated. These ponds have also helped
aribagh have succeeded in increas-  enabled farmers to do mul- trencheson one hectareof people increase their income
ing the water level by digging 31,000 tiple cropping and make land are dug. In Ichak through fish farming,
trenches, leading to conservation  barren land cultivable. Block, around 31,000 “The Kendra is doing a com-
of over 400 crore litres of water According to Sanjay Ku- trenches on 440 hectares in - mendable job and has brought
and directing it to 52 small and big  mar Singh of Jan Jagaran 35 villages have been dug aboutarevolution in water conser-
water bodies. Under normal cir- Kendra, a campaign called ‘khet which conserves 440 croreliters  vation in the region. They have
cumstances, it is believed that 70  ka pani khet me, gaaon ka pani  of water,” said Singh, succeeded in replenishing water

trenches on one hectare of land gaaon me' (farm water in farms, After digging trenches, it was table,” said Deputy Development
helps conserve one crore litres of  village water in villages) was found that the water table in the Commissioner Abhay Singh.




ARCHANA JYOTI B NEW DELHI

team of scientists from the

Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Kanpur has
found that Ganga river can get
rid of the heavy metal pollution
by a minimum of 50 per cent
in a shorl time span of a few
months il industrial waste-
water discharge is cut down for
51 days.

In contrast, inpuls from
agricultural runoff and domes-
tic sewage like nitrate and phos-
phate remained almost the
same as these sources were not
impacted by the nationwide
confinement.

Based on these observation,
they dismizsed the general per-
ception that the Covid- 19 pan-
demie i:;j-iiu:ed ]-.:Jnikduwn
i water i -
meters of the G 1-1“ mr}rerpil:ﬁ
instead asserted that the dif-
ferent pollutants should be con-
sidered individually.

Researchers in their article,
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Up to 50% reduction in heavy metal pollution in Ganga possible: Study

titled “A Time-3eres Becord
during COVID-19 Lockdown
Shows the High Resilience of
Dissolved Heavy Metals in the
Ganga River, said that they
could quantify the impact of
restricted anthropogenic activ-
ities on the waler chemistry
resilience of rivers fol-
lowing Covid-19 induced lock-
down with minimal human
action.

In the normal times, it is

estimated that industrial waste-
waler contributes nearly 20 per
cent of the total volume of
wastewater generated in the
G Basin.
mﬁ.e research was support-
ed by the Indo-US. Science and
Tech Forum (IUSSTE),
a bilateral organization under
the ent of Science and
Technology (DST) and US.
tment of States. It is pub-
lished in ‘Environmental

Sdence and Technology Letters.

“We therefore conclude
that the Ganga river has a high
resilience toward dissolved
heavy metal concentrations and
that the river system would
reverl toward pristine dissolved
heavy metal concentrations in
a short time span of a few
maonths following reductions of
industrial wastewaler dis-
charge” said the team of scien-
tists comprising Tanuj Shukla,
Indra S Sen, Soumita Boral and
Sanjeet Sharma.

“We further emphasise that
Covid-19 lockdown improved
only the dissolved heavy metal
load of the Ganga river, and not
all the vital parameters of river
waler quality, as dlaimed previ-
ously,” they added.

*Therefore, the stalement
that the Covid-19 pandemic
improved all water quality para-
meters of the Ganga river is
incorrect, and the dilferent pol-
lutants should be considered
individually,” the scientisis
asserled.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Telangana Today 07-February-2021

[Connecting with Nature:l

Preserving lakes a ‘parampara’

Madhulika Choudhary explains the importance of saving water bodies through dance and other art forms

SARADA GAYATHRI
HYDERABAD

Madhulika Choudhary be-
lieves in the message of self-
change for a better environ-
ment and that is what she
wants to imbibe in the peo-
ple of the city, Having taken
up the cause of several lakes
in the city from 2016, she is
still fighting to keep the lake
ecosystem here in place.

One such attempt is the
‘Back to Roots campaign -
Parampara series’, where
she explains the importance
of presetving lakes through
dance and other art forms.
On every first Sunday of the
month, the Dhruvansh NGO
founder plans to gather peo-
ple near her ‘groomed baby’,
the Neknampur Lake.

“Our ‘parampara’ (tradi-
tion) and mythology have al-
ways asked us to protect the
environment. So we will be
depicting stories from
Hindu mythology clubbed
with the message we want
to deliver to the public
through Kuchipudi,” shares
Madhulika.

“We will be depicting the
story of Krishna and Go-
vardhan Parvat this Sunday.
If you observe, every lake
was surrounded by hills or
mountains, which are now
vanishing, leading to no
source for freshwater. So,
mountains and lakes are in-
tetlinked. Through the
dance, we will narrate the
story of Krishna asking the
public to worship Govard-
han Parvat and not only

The first episode of the ‘Back to Roots campaign-Parampara series’ will be held from 8 am to 1l am at Neknampur Lake on Sunday.

Lord Indra as it is the Parvat
that brings water to the peo-
ple,” she says, adding that
the dance will be presented
by 23-year-old Kuchipudi
artiste Nihantri and her stu-
dents.

On why she chose dance
as her medium of expres-
sion, Madhulika says: “Peo-
ple don’t tend to understand
if told in a straightforward
mannet, But if T put the mes-
sage through dance, they
might.”

“I don’t mind being de-
famed in any manner if, in
the end, the public under-
stands my point. I will not
leave Hyderabad till all its
lakes are cleaned up and
maintained by both the city
dwellers and the govern-
ment,” she asserts, The 39-
year-old nature-lover is also

QO

Through ‘Back to Root’ campaigns, I want
to bring people back to these lakes

; and create a connection between

& &% humans and the environment

= MADHULIKA CHOUDHARY,
FOUNDER, DHRUVANSH NGO

encouraging the use of
Pochampally clothing
through the campaign. With
the help of a Pochampally
weavet couple explaining
the emergence and evolu-
tion of Telangana’s tradi-
tional weaving style, Mad-
hulika notes that the use of
Pochampally clothes can
minimise harm to lakes or
environment as the cloth de-
composes faster than others.

“If you spend just 15minutes
by a lake, you'll get a sense
of everything happening in
the locality. One can under-
stand there was a wedding,
or some pooja or a death
ceremony and so on. All this
through  the  garbage
dumped in the lake. So, this
is an attempt to make people
responsible about their dis-
posals and to educate them,”
she says. Through her jour-

ney, she had met a few
villagers who wanted to
take up the charge of these
lakes as they grew up swim-
ming in them and had good
memories.

“But that connection with
the water bodies is missing
in today, leading to such
practices. Through these
campaigns, I want to bring
people back to these lakes
and create a connection be-
tween humans and the envi-
ronment,” she adds.

The first episode of the
campaign will be from 8 am
to 11 am on Sunday at Nek-
nampur Lake. Apart from
dance and Pochampally gar-
ments, the campaign will
also have stalls for organic
seeds, homemade food and
clay pots while one can also
create tetracotta pottery.
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