DC CORRESPONDENTS
MEW DELHI, FEB. 7

About 150 labourers work-
ing at a power project in
Tapovan-Reni in Uttar-
akhand are feared dead
while several people are
missing after a glacier
burst in Chamoli region

triggered flash floods
downstream.
Uttarakhand chief minis-

ter Trivendra Singh Rawat
said the bodies of seven
persons have been recov-
ered while 125 are missing.
The ITBP personnel have
so far managed to rescue
16 persons trapped in a
tunnel while efforts are on
to rescue others trapped in
another tunnel.

The flash floods have
also caused damage to live-
stock and properties, the
exact assessment of which
is yet to be made.
Uttarakhand DGP Ashok
Kumar said the glacier
burst took place at about
10.45 am on Sunday, caus-
ing flash floods in the
upper regions. He said
downstream areas were
alerted immediately and
villages along the river
vacated in time to save
life. He added the water
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50+ feared dead in glacier burst

7 bodies found, 16 rescued 125 mlssmg after ﬂoods in Uttarakhand

Avalanche after a glacier broke off in Joshimath in Uttarakhand's Chamoli district causing a massive flood in the
Dhauli Ganga river on Sunday.

has now reached Srinagar
(in Uttarakhand) dam,
where it is stable now. The
state has in 2013 witnessed
a similar disaster leading
to the loss of several lives.

Expressing grief over the
loss of life, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said the
Centre had approved ex-

gratia relief of Rs 2 lakhs
each from PMNRF for the
next of kin of those who
lost their lives and Rs
50,000 would be given to
those seriously injured.
Earlier in the day, he
tweeted: “(I) Am constant-
ly monitoring the unfortu-
nate situation in

Uttarakhand. India stands
with Uttarakhand and the
nation prays for every-
one's safety there. Have
been continuously speak-
ing to senior authorities
and getting updates on
NDRF deployment, rescue
work and relief opera-
tions.”

—PTI

The glacial burst led to
the rise of water levels in
river Rishiganga, which
washed away the
Rishiganga small hydro
project of 13.2 MW near
Raini village.

M Page 2: No danger of
flooding: Officials
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No danger of downstream
flooding, officials say

From Page 1

The flash flood also affect-
ed the downstream hydro
project of NTPC at
Tapovan on the river
Dhauliganga, which is a
tributary of the river
Alaknanda.

Union home ministry
officials said there was no
danger of downstream
flooding and the rise in
water levels has been con-
tained. “There is also no
threat to the neighbouring
villages. At the same time,
the concerned agencies of
the Centre and the state
were asked to keep a strict
vigil on the situation, and
a team from DRDO, which
monitors avalanches, is
being flown in for surveil-
lance and reconnaissance,
NTPC MD has been asked
to reach the affected site
immediately,” officials
said.

The home ministry has
rushed five teams each of
the ITBP and NDRF to
Uttarakhand to assist in
the relief and rescue oper-
ations. Till late Sunday
evening, the ITBP had
managed to rescue 16 peo-

ple. According to ITBP
sources, more than 150
people, most of them
labourers working at the
site of a power project, are
said to be missing.

Home minister Amit
Shah spoke to
Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Tivendra Singh
Rawat and relief teams of
the ITBP NDRF and the
Indian Army were imme.
diately rushed to the
affected areas. Navy divers
were also flown in and air-
craft and all resources of
the Indian Air Force and
Indian Army have been
pressed in for rescue and
relief,

Field hospitals have also
been set up to receive casu-
alties. According to the
IMD, no rainfall is expect-
ed in the region for the
next two days.

He also assured full sup-
port to the state govern-
ment, and said that if
required, additional rein-
forcements will also be
sent.

The home ministry is
coordinating closely with
the Indian Air Force so
that emergency equipment

and personnel can be air-
lifted, following which hel-
icopters will be used to
search for missing per-
S0MS.

“A special control room
was set up at the home
ministry to coordinate
relief and rescue opera-
tions with the
Uttarakhand government,
the Air Force, ITBP and
NDRF. So far the relief
work is going on smoothly
and the exact extent of
damage and loss of life and
property would be
known," a source said.

The Home Minister said
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment was standing
shoulder to shoulder with
the people of Uttarakhand.
Speaking to the media in
Maharashtra, Mr Shah
said rescue and relief
operations by the Centre
and the state government
were on in full swing.
Efforts were being made to
restore normal life at the
earliest.

Mr Shah said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had personally called up
the NDRF team and guided
them.
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m Ukhand fears 2013 repeat; 7 bodies found, 16 rescued; I'TBP, NDRF rushed

150 feared dead, many missing after

AGE
NEW DELHI, FEB. ?

About 150 labourers work-
ing at a power project In
Tapovan-Reni
Uttarakhand are feare(l
dead while several people
are missing after a glacier
burst in Chamoli region
triggered flash floods
downstream.

Uttarakhand chief minis-
ter Trivendra Singh Rawat
said the bodies of seven
persons have been recov-
ered while 125 are missing,
The ITBP personnel have
50 far managed to rescue 16
persons trapped in a tun-
nel while efforts are on to
rescue others trapped in
another tunnel.

The flash floods have also
caused damage to livestock
and properties, the exact
assessment of which is yet
to be made. Uttarakhand
DGP Ashok Kumar said
the glacier burst took place
at about 1045 am on
Sunday, causing flash
floods in the upper regions.
He said downstream areas
were alerted immediately
and villages along the river
vacated in time to save life,
He added the water has
now reached Srinagar (in
Uttarakhand) dam, where
it is stable now. The state
has in 2013 witnessed a
similar disaster leading to
the loss of several lives,

Expressing grief over the
loss of life, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said the
Centre had approved ex-
gratia relief of Rs 2 lakhs
each from PMNRF for the
next of kin of those who
lost their lives and Rs
50,000 would be given to
those seriously injured.
Earlier in the day, he
tweeted: “(I) Am constant-
ly monitoring the unfortu-
nate situation in
Uttarakhand. India stands
with Uttarakhand and the
nation prays for every.
one's safety there. Have
been continuously speak-
ing to senior authorities
and getting updates on
NDRF deployment, rescue
work and relief opera-
tions.”

The glacial burst led to
the rise of water levels in

Chamoli glauer burst leads to floods

The avalanche after a glacner broke off in lushlrnath in Uttarakhand*s Chamoli dlstm:t. causmg a massive flood in
the Dhauli Ganga river on Sunday.

river Rishiganga, which
washed away the
Rishiganga small hydro
project of 13.2 MW near
Raini village. The flash
flood also affected the
downstream hydro project
of NTPC at Tapovan on the
river Dhauliganga, which
is a tributary of the river
Alaknanda.

Union home ministry
officials said there was no
danger of downstream
Nooding and the rise in
water levels has been con-
tained

“There is also no threat
to the neighbouring vil-
lages. At the same time,
the concerned agencies of
the Centre and the state
were asked to keep a strict
vigil on the situation, anda
team from DRDO, which
monitors avalanches, is
being flown in for surveil-
lance and reconnaissance.
The MD of NTPC has been
asked to reach the affected
site immediately,” officials
said.

The home ministry has
rushed five teams each of
the ITBP and NDRF to
Uttarakhand to assist in
the relief and rescue opera-
tions. Till late Sunday

s
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Uttarakhand CM Tri vendra Singh Rawat mspects flood-
hit areas after a glacier broke off in Joshimath in
Chamoli district.

evening, the ITBP had
managed to rescue 16

ple. According to ITBP
sources, more than 150 peo-
ple, most of them labourers
working at the site of a
power project, are said to

be missing.
Home minister Amit
Shah spoke to

Uttarakhand CM Tivendra
Singh Rawat and relief
teams of the ITBP, NDRF
and the Indian Army were
immediately rushed to the
affected areas. Navy divers

- PTI

were also flown in and air-
craft and all resources of
the Indian Air Force and
Indian Army have been
pressed in for rescue and
relief. Field hospitals have
also been set up to receive
casualties. According to
the IMD, no rainfall is
expected in the region for
the next two days.

The home minister also
assured full support to the
state government, and said

Turn to 4
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—PTI

2019 waming
on glaciers
melting faster
New Delhi: As a part of
the Nanda Devi glacier
broke off in
Uttarakhand's Chamoli
district on Sunday, lead-
ing to massive floods, a
study published in 2019
had warned that
Himalayan glaciers have
been melting twice as fast
since the start of this
century due to climate
change.

The glacier collapse at
Joshimath on Sunday led
to a massive flood in the
Dhauli Ganga river and
caused large-scale devas-
tation in the upper reach-
es of the ecologically frag-
ile Himalayas.

The 2019 study, span-
ning 40 yvears of satellite
observations ACross
India, China, Nepal and
Bhutan, indicates that cli-
mate change is eating the
Himalayas' glaciers, the
researchers said. PTI

= More on Page 3
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ITBP personnel carry out search and rescue operation at T

St A s
apovan Tunnel on Sunday.
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Tranquil moming tums tragic for villagers

Horrifying me

Raini ), Feb. 7: It
was a tranquil winter
morning in Raini village
until the residents were
jolted at around 10 am on
Sunday by a loud sound
and the sight of huge tor-
rents of water and sludge
in the Rishi Ganga river
hurtling towards them.

“Before we could make
out what was happening,
the raging muddy waters
of Rishi Ganga had devas-
tated the landscape,”says
S0-yvear-old Dharam Singh,
a resident of the village.

The scenes brought back
to the people horrifying
memories of the 2013
Kedarnath deluge that
killed thousands.

Many were feared swept
away in the sudden floods
on Sunday including those
who were working near
the river.

Three residents of the
village including a 75-year-
old woman identified as
Amrita Devi who had gone
out to work in her field
close to the bridge on Rishi
Ganga are missing since
the avalanche struck after
the Nanda Devi glacier
burst. Others missing
include Yashpal Singh of
Valli Raini who had gone
to the fields to graze his
livestock and disappeared
along with them.

Ranjit Singh, 25, of the
village who worked in the
Rishi Ganga hydel project
is also missing after the
avalanche.

The avalanche destroyed
the project commissioned
in 2020. A major motorable
bridge on the main border
road was also washed
away.

Pradeep Rana of Juwa
Gwan village said Sanjay
Singh, a resident of the

AJOR NATURAL DISASTERS IN UTTARAKHAND A

2013 NORTH INDIA FLOODS: In
June 2013, a multi-day cloud-

1991 UTTARKASHI

earthquake of 6.8 magnitude hit the undi-

Rescue operations underway
Sunday.

same village who had gone
out to the fields to graze
his goats, is also missing.

Some ancient temples
built about 20 metres
above the confluence of
Rishi Ganga and Dhauli
Ganga rivers have also
been swept away by the
violent avalanche.

Umeli Devi, 34, who had
come from Nepal to work
in the Rishi Ganga hydel
project said ten of her col-
leagues had been swept
away in the avalanche,

She said male members
of her family who worked
as labourers in the power
project are all missing.

Dharam Singh of Raini
said as the deluge came
gurgling loudly it sent a
chill down the spine of
people living in the area
who find it hard to forget
the 2013 tragedy.

The forest area of Nanda
Devi National Park has
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near Dhauliganga hy

also suffered great devas-
tation due to the ava-
lanche, he said.

Meanwhile, the MeT
department on Sunday
said no adverse weather
events are expected over
Chamoli, Tapovan and
Joshimath in Uttarakhand
on February 7 and 8, in a
relief for the area hit by a
major glacier burst.

India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) Addition-
al Director General Anand
Sharma said Chamoli, Ta-
povan and Joshimath are
likely to witness dry wea-
ther during the two days.

“No snowfall/rainfall is
likely on February 7-8,"
the IMD said in its special
weather advisory for the
state. However, light rain-
fall/snowfall is likely in
the northern parts of the
Chamoli  district on
February 9-10, the adviso-
ry added. — PTI

AKE:

dropower project on

Damaged dam of the Rishi Ganga Power Project, after a glacier broke
= PTI off in Joshimath in Chamoli district.

Himalayan glaciers melting
twice as fast, finds 2019 study

New Delhi, Feb. 7: Melting
of Himalayan glaciers has
doubled since the start of
the 21st century due to ris-
ing temperatures, losing
over a vertical foot and
half of ice each year and
potentially  threatening
water supply for hundreds
of millions of people in
countries, including India,
according to a study pub-
lished in 2019.

The analysis, spanning
40 yvears of satellite obser.
vations across India,
China, Nepal and Bhutan,
indicates that climate
change is uatin‘g 4 the

The study, published in
the journal Science Adv-
anees in June 2019, shows
that glaciers have been los-
ing the equivalent of more
than a vertical foot and
half of ice each year since
2000 — double the amount
of melting that took place
from 1975 to 2000.

“This is the clearest pic-
ture yet of how fast
Himalayan glaciers are
melting over this time
interval, and why” said
Joshua Maurer, a PhD can-
didate at  Columbia
University in the US.

While not specifically

Himalayan 3

Iculated in the study, the

researchers said.

glaciers may have lost as

much as a quarter of their
enormous mass over the
last four decades, said
Maurer, lead author of the
study. The study synthe-
sised data from across the
region, stretching from
early satellite observa-
tions to the present,

The data indicates that
the melting is consistent
in time and space, and that
rising temperatures are to
blame, the researchers
said. Temperatures vary
from place to place, but
from 2000 to 2016 they have
averaged one degree
Celsius higher than those
from 1975 to 2000, they

said. — PT1

Am constantly monitoring the
unfortunate situation in
Uttarakhand. India stands with
Uttarakhand and the nation prays

eluge that killed thousands returns to haunt locals

NTPC: TAPOVAN
HYDRO PROJECT
DAMAGED

New Delhi, Feb. 7: State-
run power giant NTPC on
Sunday said that an ava-
lanche near Tapovan in
Uttarakhand has damaged
its  under-construction
hydropower project.
NTPC tweeted, “An ava-
lanche near Tapovan in
Uttarakhand has damaged
a part of our under-con-
struction hydropower pro-
ject in the region. While
rescue operation is on, sit-
uation is being monitored
continuously with the
help of district adminis-
tration and police.”

ITBP RESCUES
WORKERS STUCK
IN TUNNEL

Dehradun, Feb. 7: Covered
in mud, several men were
safely pulled out one after
the other from a slush-cov-
ered tunnel by ITBP per-

sonnel in the Tapovan
power project area on
Sunday.

In a video of the opera.
tion shared by the border
force, the rescuers can be
seen raising slogans of
‘dum lagakey haisha'
while retrieving a couple
of men through the verti.
cal and narrow snout of
the tunnel with the help of
a rope line.

UP MONITORS
WATER LEVEL OF
RIVER GANGA

Lucknow, Feb. 7: The UP
on Sunday asked authori-

burst centered on U'khand caus-
ed devastating floods and land-
slides. kccordin%to state gov-
ernment, more than 5,700 peop-
le were presumed dead in the di-
saster. As bridges and roads we-
re destroyed more than 3
lakh people were trapped in
the valleys leading to the
Char Dham pilgrimage sites.

vided state of Uttar Pradesh in October
1991 in which at least 768 people were
killed and thousands of homes destroyed.

1998 MALPA LANDSLIDE: The small vil-
lage of Malpa in Pithoragarh district was
wiped in the landslide in which about 255
people, including 55 Kailash Mansarovar
pilgrims, were killed. The resulting debris
partially blocked the Sharda river.

hit Chamoli district killing over
100 people. The adjoining
Rudraprayag district was also
heavily affected. Several ground
deformations were reported as
a result of the earthquake, and
landslides and changes in water
flow were also recorded. Cracks
were observed in roads and on
the ground.

ties in all districts on the
banks of river Ganga to be
on high alert and continu-
ously monitor the water
level. In the disaster alert
issued on Sunday, the
Relief Commissioner said,
“Report of breaking of a
part of Nandadevi Glacier
in Uttarakhand has been
received. The districts on
the Ganga river (banks)
need to be on a high alert.”

for everyone’s safety there. Have
. been continuously speak-
ing to senior authorities
- and getting updates on
- NDRF deployment, res-
. cue work and relief
operations,”

— NARENDRA
MODI,
Prime Minister




People inspect the site near the damaged Dhauliganga hydropower project at Reni village in Chamoli district in Uttarakhand. — Photo: AP

CHAMOLI

Nearly 150 people are miss-
ing or ‘feared dead’ as a sud-
den flood inundated apower
project at Reni village in
Joshimath area of Uttarak-
hand’s Chamoli district on
Sunday following a glacier
burst, the 'TBP, which is en-
gaged in rescue and relief
operations there, said.
Citing updated inputs re-
ceived from local adminis-
tration, T'I'BP spokesperson
Vivek Pandey said at least10
bodies have been recovered
so far from the spot, and sev-
eral people have been res-
cued, while that there is no
information about other per-
sons, In its initial informa-
tion received from the spot,
the TTBP had, through a
statement said that “more
than 100 labourers at the bar-
rage and 50 plus in the tun-
nel lost their life as per the
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Glacier burst: 150 feared dead

Portion of Nanda Devi glacier breaks off in Uttarakhand’s Chamoli district

© Glacier break
triggered massive

and Dhauliganga
rivers

© NTPC's Tapovan-
Vishnugad hydel
project and Rishi
Ganga Hydel Project -
extensively damaged

AT LEAST 10 BODIES HAVE
BEEN RECOVERED SO FAR

et e L

KCR expresses condolences

HYDERABAD: Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao has
expressed shock over the floods in Uttarakhand.
Terming it as an unfortunate incident, the Chief Minis-
ter expressed profound condolences to the families of
those who lost their lives in the disaster.

incharge of Tapovan NTPC

work site... As many as 150

people are missing”,
Clarifying these inputs,

Pandey said; “As 150 people
are still missing, it is difficult
to say that all are dead. They
can be said ‘feared dead’ or

l"?' = ST

‘missing’. Missing persons
cannot be declared dead till
seven years.” The tragedy
took place after the water
level in Dhauliganga river,
one of the six sources of the
Ganga river, suddenly
surged on Sunday morning
following an avalanche near
the Rishi Ganga power proj-
ect. The 85-km river meets
the Alaknanda river at Vish-
nuprayag at the base of
Joshimath mountain. The
TTBP said that the flash flood
occurred in Rishi Ganga at
around 10.45 a.m. due to a
glacier falling into it and ex-
ponentially increasing the
volume of water, Due to this,
the Rishi Ganga hydro proj-
ect was completely devas-
tated, it said. Meanwhile,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced Rs 2 lakh
ex-gratia for next of the kin
of all those who have lost
their lives, (SEEPAGES 2,7)
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2019 study had warned
Himalayanglacierswere
meltingat alarming pace

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MEW DELHI, 7 FEBRUARY

A 2019 study had warned
aboutthe dangers of clim-
atechangeandsaid Him-
alayan glaciershavebeen
melting twice as fasisince
the start of this century.

The glaciercollapseat
Joshimath led to a massive
flood in the Alaknanda
river system and caused
devastation in the upper
reachesofthe ecologically
fragile Himalayas.

Two years earlier in
June 2019, a study span-
ning 40 years of satellite
ohservations across India,
China, Nepal and Bhutan,
indicated that dimatech-
angeis eating awayatthe
Himalayas' glaciers.

The study, publishedin
the journal Science Ad-
ancesin]une2019, shows
that glaciers have been
losing the equivalent of
more than a vertical foot
and half of ice each year
since 2000 - double the am-
ountof melting that took
place from 1975 to 2000.

Ter the Hood teceded o

culated in the study, the
glaciers may have lost as
much as aquarter of their
enormous mass over the
last four decades, said
Joshua Maurer, lead author
of the study.

The studysyn thesised
data from acrossthe region,
stretching from early satel-
lite observations to the
present. The data indi-
cates that the melting is
consistent in time and
space, and thatrising tem-
peratures are to blame, the
researchers said.

Researchers analysed
repeat satellite images of
some 650 glaciers spanning
2,000 Klometres from west
to east. They found that
from 1975 to 2000, glaci-
ersacross the region lost
an average of about 0.25
metres ofice each yearin
thefaceofslightwarming,
Following a more pro-
nounced warming trend
startinginthe 1990s, start-
ingin 2000 the loss accel-
erated to about half a
metre annually.
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12 KILLED, 170 MISSING

All 16 labourers rescued frorn tunnel

DEHRADUN/NEW DELHI:

A PORTION of the Nanda
Devi glacier broke off in Ut-
tarakhand’s Chamoli district
on Sunday, triggering an ava-
lanche and flooding in the
Dhauli Ganga, Rishi Ganga
and Alaknanda rivers that
washed away hydroelectric
stations, swept away homes
and left at least 12 people

dead and 170 missing, Chief | *
Minister Trivendra Singh !

Rawat, however, put the
death toll at seven.

The sudden flood in the
middle of the day in the
Dhauli Ganga, Rishi Ganga
and Alaknanda rivers -- all in-
tricately linked tributaries of
the Ganga -- triggered wide-
spread panic and largescale
devastation in the high
mountain areas, Two power
projects - NTPC's Tapovan-
Vishnugad hydel project and
the Rishi Ganga Hydel Proj-
ect — were extensively dam-
aged with scores of labourers
trapped in tunnels as the wa-
ters came rushing in.

Sixteen men were rescued
safely from a tunnel in the
Tapovan project but about
125 were still missing. As
night fell in the ecologically
fragile Himalayas and rescue
work in the difficult to ac-
cess areas became more dif-
ficult, there were fears they
may be dead. Cont’d on Page 7

glacial lake outburst is a
type of outburst flood that
takes place occurs when water
dammed by a glacier or
moraine is released. To simplify
it, GLOF is an outburst that
happens when a dam contain-
ing a glacial lake fails. As per
antarcticglaciers.org, GLOFs
have three main features:
m They involve sudden
(and sometimes cyclic)
releases of water
® They tend to be
rapid events, lasting
hours to days
m They result in large
downstream river

discharges (which often
increase by an order of
magnitude).
Nanda Devi glacier

The Nanda Devi glacier
forms part of the second-high-
est mountain in India -- the

Nanda Devi mrsuntain. While it
the second-highest after

i Kangchenjunga, it is the high-

est mountain located entirely

| within the country as

Kangchenjunga lies on the
border of India and Nepal.

High alert in UP

LUCKNOW: The Uttar
Pradesh government on
Sunday put on alert the au-
thorities in all districts on
the banks of the Ganga and
asked them to continu-
ously monitor the water
levels in the river after a
glacier broke off at Joshi-
math in neighbouring Ut-
tarakhand's Chamoli, trig-
gering a massive flood
there. The glacier burst
triggered an avalanche and
a deluge in the Alaknanda
river system that washed
away hydroelectric sta-
tions, leaving at least seven
people dead and 125 miss-

ing who are feared dead.

4 lakh for those
killed: U’khand CM

DEHRADUN: Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Trivendra
Singh Rawat on Sunday
announced 4 lakh com-
pensation for those killed
by floods in the state and
said it was for experts to
find out the cause while
the government was fo-
cused on saving lives. So
far, the bodies of seven
people had been recov-
ered, the Chief Minister
said, but rescuers put the
number of dead at 12.
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High alertin UP as glacier
breaks off in Uttarakhand

‘People residing on banks of Ganga should be shifted in case of rise in water level

OUR CORRESPONDENT

LUCKNOW: The Uttar
Pradesh government on Sun-
day asked authorities in all dis-
tricts on the banks of the Ganga
river to be on high alert and
continuously monitor the water
level after a glacier broke off
at Joshimath in Uttarakhand's
Chamoli district,

The glacier burst triggered
a massive flood in the Dhauli
Ganga river and caused large-
scale devastation in the upper
reaches of the ecologically frag-
ile Himalayas.

Over 150 labourers work-
ing ata power project in Tapo-
van-Reni are feared dead, an
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
spokesperson said while quot-
ing the project-in charge. Three
bodies have been recovered so
far.

In a disaster alert issued to
all district magistrates in Uttar
Pradesh on Sunday, the relief
commissioner said, "Report of
breaking of a part of the Nanda
Devi Glacier in Uttarakhand
has been received. The districts
on the (banks of the) Ganga
river need to be on a high alert
and the monitoring of water
level needs to be done 24 7.

"If required, people need

e

e
i N

Damaged dam of the Rishi Ganga Power Project, after a glacier b_rolc off in Joshimath in Uttarakhand's

Chamoli district causing a massive flood in the Dhauli Ganga river, on Sunday

to be evacuated. The NDRE,
SDRF and PAC Flood Com-
pany have been instructed to be
on the highest alert," the state-
ment added.

In a tweet in Hindi, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said, "To tackle
the natural disaster in Uttara-
khand, the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment will extend all possible
help.”

In another tweet, he said,
"Feel sad by the news that many
people are feared dead in the
disaster which took place after
breaking of a glacier. I pray to

Lord Ram to give peace to the
souls who have passed away,
strength to the aggrieved fam-
ily members to bear the loss
and speedy recovery to the
injured.”

Later, in a statement, the
chief minister said in case of
rise in the water level, people
residing on the banks of river
Ganga should be shifted else-
where if needed.

He also appealed to the
people to not believe in any
rumour.

"People should exer-
cise caution and not venture

towards the banks of rivers. In
case of any adverse circum-
stances, cooperate with the dis-
trict administration. The UP
government is taking all nec-
essary steps,” he said.
Interacting with report-
ers in Ayodhya, Adityanath
said, "Ganga covers the maxi-
mum area in Uttar Pradesh,
almost 1,000 kilometres. We
are exercising full caution. We
got information about the inci-
dent and the Jal Shakti depart-
ment was alerted soon after.
"The Home department is
keeping a watch. In Uttara-
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khand, river Alaknanda is fast
approaching towards normal
(level) and our supposition is
that the water will take time to
reach lower areas. After Harid-
war, we will absorb this water
at the barrages in Narora and
Bijnor, and there will be no
problem in the downstream
areas,” he said.

"Despite this, all the 25 dis-
tricts in the state where the
Ganga flows have been alerted.
The emergency and home
departments and the SDRF are
on alert, the chief minister said.

“There is no need to fear.
A disaster like this generally
arises when glaciers break. This
situation possibly arose because
it collided with an under-con-
struction dam. The incident
is sad and in the lower areas
such a situation will not arise,”
Adityanath said.

In Kannauj, District Mag-
istrate Rakesh Kumar Mishra
convened an emergency meet
ing of officials. Diver and rev-
enue officials of villages located
on the banks of the Ganga have
been told to remain on alert.

Mishra inspected the
Mahadevi Ghat in the district
and said in case of rise in water
level, villagers will be taken to
safer places.
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‘Dhauli Ganga river's water
level at Joshimath breached
all records after glacial burst’

NEW DELHI: The water level
of the Dhauli Ganga river at
Joshimath flowed at a peril-
ously high level, breaching all
records, Central Water Com-
mission officials said after a
part of Nanda Devi glacier
broke off in Uttarakhand's
Chamoli district leading to
massive floods.

The glacial burst triggered
an avalanche and a deluge in
the Alaknanda river system
that washed away hydroelectric
stations and trapped more than
100 labourers who are feared
dead. The intensity of the river's
flow in a short span of time was
such that it engulfed whatever
came in its way.

This was a grim reminder of
the Kedarnath deluge of 2013
which led to widespread devas-
tation in the ecologically fragile
Himalayan region.

"At 11 am, the water level
recorded at Joshimath was
1,388 metres,” Saumitra Hal-
dar, Chairman, Central Water
Commission said.

During the 2013 Uttara-
khand flash floods, the highest
flood level (HFL) at Joshimath
was 1,385.54 metres, he added.

However, by 6 pm on Sun-
day, the water level of the river
had reached the normal lev-
els recorded a day before, said
Rajesh Kumar, the superin-
tendent engineer (Upper and
Middle Ganga division) of the

Central Water Commission
(CWC). He said water levels
have started receding.

At Joshimath, which bore
the fury of floods, the water
level recorded at 1 PM on Feb-
ruary 6 was 1,372.58 metres.
At 6 PM on Sunday, hours after
the disaster, the water level was
1,375 metres.

In Nandprayag at the lower
stretches of the river, the water
level at 6 pm was 840.40 metres.
A day before, it was 848.30
metres at 1 pm. Kumar said the
situation was similar in Rudra-
prayag, Srinagar, Devprayag,
Rishikesh and Devprayag.

The water level at the Sri-
nagar Hydroelectric Project
was also at the Mean Draw
Down Level which helped
accommodate excess flow from
the upper stretches. This will be
released slowly, Halder added.

The sudden flood in
the middle of the day in the
Dhauli Ganga, Rishi Ganga
and Alaknanda rivers —all intri-
cately linked tributaries of the
Ganga —triggered widespread
panic and large-scale devas-
tation in the high mountain
areas. Two power projects -
NTPC's Tapovan-Vishnugad
hydel project and the Rishi
Ganga Hydel Project —were
extensively damaged with
scores of labourers trapped
in tunnels as the waters came
rushing in. AGENCIES
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