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= This reminds me of Ramaswamy lyer,
the well-known water pollcy expert who
underwent a change of heart, from being
a supporter of large dams in the 1980s to
an eloguent critic a decade later. Iyer
lamented the enduring effects of a
colonial 'Promethean’ view that had an
iron confidence in the ability of techmol:
gy to control nature —
he saw this view as
repeating itself after
India’s independence.

There are key fea.
tures of this view —the
first was confidence
that British expertise
was superior to local
knowledge. There was faith that technol-
ogy could rein in nature. Industrial tech-
nologles that harnessed the once-unimag-
inable energy of fossil fuels encouraged
this sense of mastery, and a correspond-
ing faith In growth without limits.

It is important to consider why this
Promethean’ view was so attractive —at
the time of Indla's independence, life
expectancy at birth hovered around 35
years. Famine was a recent memory, Large
dams seemed to offer a way out of the fear
of scarcity — a material freedom to
guarantee political freedom, We can now
see that this approach had deleterious
effects, soclally and ecologically, but it is
Important to understand the decisions
taken in the 1940s and 19505 in terms of
the available options at the time.

Possibly the most characteristic
faature of the colonial view, adopted by
national governments and international
agencies after colonialism, was a one-size-
fits-all approach — the ideal approach now
should emphasise equity, protect biodiver-
sity and recognise the importance of local
ecologies. It should also respect the volces
of communities most directly affected
by infrastruetural schames.
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‘A colonial mindset thought technology could
control nature — that caused climate change’

Sunil Amrith is professor of history at Yale University. Speaking to Srijana Mitra Das at
Times Evoke, he explains the ‘colonial mindset’ towards nature, why this persisted after
colonialism, the inequalities reflected in climate change — and why respecting local
environmental knowledge is vital for South Asia now:

'WHEN THE TIDE TURNS: Large dams hullt In India in the 1950s (abcve) were once seen as
the salvation for developing nations. With climate change now impacting regions like
Uttarakhand (below) with glacial melt and landslides, these need a new perspective

people?
= Inequality is baked into the story of cli-
conributed

matechange — those who most
to the problem are the most insulated from
Its effects. Historian Elizabeth Chatterjee
emphasises that we should not lose sight
of the quest for development and freedom
— epitomised by access to electricity —
when we discuss energy use in South Asia,

The dilemma is clear when we also
think about air pollution and elimate
change. India's struggle with air pollution
Is the result of the incomplete combustion
of the cheapest, mostpollpuﬁns fuels —the

only fuels accessible to millions of people
who live without electricity To reduce these
emissions demands a more equitable
distribution of electricity — however,
unless this is generated from renewable
sources, this would In turn inerease India's
greenhouse gas emissions,

Will climate migration now
grow from South Asla?

& There is noquestion that climate change
will foree many people to uproot their
families in search of safety — but it will
be less a question of migration from South
‘Asia than of migration within South Asia,
We are living through a moment of hostil-
ity towards migration in the United States
and Europe, and the spectre of millions of
‘climate refugees’ at their borders creates
lurid fears. I think richer countries do have
a responsibility to help in situations of
climate change-driven migration. A very
small number have taken some initiative,
notably Mew Zealand in relation to the
small island states of the Pacific, But the
dominant response has been to build walls
and strengthen borders.

In reality, the vast majority of people
displaced by climate change will move
within their own countries, above all, to
large cities which are already under strain
in terms of their infrastructure.

Is such environmental displacement new
in human history?
® The anthropogenic climate change we
are experlencing now is unprecedented;
inthat sense, climate change-driven migra-
tion is new. But there are examples in
history of how sudden climate-related dis-
asters —droughts and floods — intensified
mobility, Imperial Chinese attempts to
mﬁl trol the Yellow River, as early as the
century, caused mass displacements
of people. During the colossal drought of
the late 18705, when millions perished,
migration from some districts of Tamil
Nadu to Sri Lanka increased.

But, for migration tobe a viahle option,
there must exist networks that make it pos-
sible, including family networks or net-
works of labour recruitment and finance.
We should also think of those who can’t
migrate, due to disability or sheer poverty

BLOWING [M THE WIND:
With climate change-
related extreme
weather events.

GEMERATION
likely to impact :
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zones, wind i
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provide a safer
alternative, with
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how this could meet . SssmiEmeans
more energy needs ]

What to non-human species now
mdumﬂ'
m Where they can, other species migrate
toe — many are moving poleward, to
higher elevations or deeper into warming
seas, but many fnd thelr avenues of escape
blocked by human settlements and
infrastructure, An alarming recent study
refers to our being in the midst of a
‘universal redistribution of life on earth’
— for me, the real question is, how could
this possibly not be the biggest of all
stories? Why do we pay this much
less attention than we pay to celebrities on
social media? Have we nunbed ourselves,
or been numbed by the manipulations of
big tech, into such a stiate of distraction

that we simply look away from how

imperiled our planet has become?

THE NEW ABNORMAL

» Extreme weather events
can impact 75% of india's
districts — with a spike in
such events since 2005, these
districts are experiencing
changing microclimate,

causing losses of livelihoods,
property and lives

@ Surveys find a shift
occurring in the pattern of
extreme climate events, with

@ In 2020, foods in Assam
affected more than 60,000
people while Hyderabad

? >
am—_—‘ szstwihd extreme flood events

occurred annually on
average — after 2005, the
yearly average rose to 11,
Similarly, the annual average
for districts affected

floods was 19 — after 2005,
it increased to 55. The yearly
average number of districts
affected by cyclones has
tripled since 2005 — cyclone
frequency has doubled
® Six of the ten extreme
weather events globally in
2020 took place in Asla, with
floods in India and China
causing damages of over
$40 billion. Climate change
could cause over 62 million
people to be displaced in
South Asia by 2050
Rascarch: BB, The Guandan, CHN
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No disagreement, claims
ministry of environment

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
{@ New Delhi

RESPONDING to a news item
headlined ‘Ministry vs ministry
over future of 6 hydel projects’
published on February 9,
the ministry of environ-
ment and forests clari-
fied that there was “no |
disagreement as the
news report tries to por-
tray between (the) Minis-
try of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change and (the)
Ministry of Jal Shakti.”

The clarification further said
that an affidavit based on the
“agreed position” between the

D

two ministries had been “ap-
proved by the secretary,
MoEF&CC on January 19, 2021”
and this would be filed in the
Supreme Court at the next date
of hearing in July.
This newspaper stands
by the story as it was
based on the separate
and contradictory affi-
davits filed to date by
the two ministries since
2016. These affidavits are
available in public domain.
Moreover, as the ministry of
environment and forests has
stated, an affidavit on the
“agreed position” will be filed
in the court only in July.
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U’khand disaster: 350-metre-long
lake formed upstream Rishiganga

SAGAR KULKARNI
RAINI VILLAGE (UTTARA-
KHAND), DHNS

350 metre-longlake has

formed upstream of riv-

Rishiganganearhere,

the Uttarakhand Police said af-

terateam ofthe State Disaster

Relief Force (SDRF) trekked
to the site on Friday.

“As per preliminary infor-
mation, a lake formation has
been noticed near Raini vil-
lage, butit has been discharg-
ing water. It appears that the
lake is 350 meters long,” the
state police said. It said that
more details of the lake would
beshared after the SDRF team
returns from the site.

A team of mountaineers
and disaster relief personnel
had off on a ek to make an
assessment of the formation
of a lake at the place where
the avalanche crashed into

Aerial view shows washed away Tapovan hydel power

project plant after Sunday's glacier burst, in Chamoli district
of Uttarakhand, on Friday. rm

river Rishiganga on Sunday,
leaving behind a trail of death
and destruction. A geologist
with Hemavati Nandan Bahu-
guna University, Naresh Rana,
had shared a video claim-
ing that a lake had formed
eight km from Raini village

and cautioned that it could
lead to flash floods, though
not of the magnitude of the
disaster thatstruck on Sunday.

NDRF personnel tried to
fly drone over the area but
were not successful as the
device malfunctioned and

crashed a little distance away
from here.

Meanwhile, the body of
Basharat Ahmed Zargar, the
general manager of the Rishi-
ganga hydroelectric project,
was found as rescuers man-
aged toreach the tunnel of the
powerplanton Friday.

Zargar, a resident of Srina-
garinJammu & Kashmir, had
beenworking onthe Rishigan-
gaproject formorethanayear
and was visiting the project
site to oversee maintenance
work at the project site when
the disaster struck.

The death toll of Sunday’s
disaster touched 38 on Friday
of which 11 have been identi-
fied. The rescuers have also
recovered 18 body parts from
different places in Chamoli
district. DNA samples of all
thedead bodiesand body parts
have been takenin a bid to es-
rablish their identity.
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Govt to speed up
free water plan

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 12

Chief Secretary
Somesh Kumar on
Friday directed officials
to speed up implementa-
tion of the free drinking
water supply scheme in

Hyderabad that was
promised by Chief
Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao

during the GHMC elec-
tions in December last.

The Telangana gov-
ernment issued orders
for implementing the
scheme in January. The

Chief secretary held a
review meeting with
Arvind Kumar, princi-
pal secretary, MA&UD,
Dana Kishore, MD,
Water Board, Lokesh
Kumar, GHMC commis-

sioner and N.
Satyanarayana, CDMA,
on Friday.

The Chief Secretary
instructed Kishore to
complete Aadhaar seed-
ing with PTIN and CAN
with beneficiaries to
improve the water sup-
ply system, duly giving
priority to uncovered
and slum areas.
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India has created formidable legislative and institutional
bulwarks to protect its environment, but none manage to
get in the way of potentially damaging projects

* THE NEED FOR
ECOLOGY FIRST,
ECONOMY NEXT
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KJAVAKUMAR

HE Indian state has an ambivalent
position in its relationship with the
environment. The recent lash flood
in the Rishi Ganga river in Chamoli
district of Uttarakhand with its un-
precedented intensity and viru-
lence along with its human misery
and ecological consequences has
once again highlighted this fanlt.
The economic growth model that
thrives on compulsive consumer-
ism and egregious global capital-
ism has admittedly no environmen-
tal sensitivity, Many countries have
awell-articulated position vis-a-vis
environmental concerns. For in-
stance, the US does not have overt
pretences about eco-sensitivity,
though in Joe Biden's presidency
they have rejoined the Paris climate
agreement. On the other hand,
Scandinavian countries and some

nations have a more sen-
sitive and sensible environment
poliey. China is on the other ex-
treme, with scant respect for envi-
vonmental discipline.

The Indian state, however, has a
record of sorts in its hypoerisy on
environmental issues. Successive
governments atthe Centre and state
levels oscillate between environ-
mentally encouraging words and
ecologically devastating action.
Governments have been generous
wilh the green Agenda as well as leg-
islation and institutional arrange
ments for environmental justice,

profile, high-spending programmes
like Mamami Ganga meant to clean
the Ganges. The Centre and state
governments have several initia-
E:uca to prewm conversion of wel-

and encroachment of -
hnﬂ,mllmﬂmnmmmhhme
gones and a number of similar ini-
tiatives. However, several environ-
ment protection and reclamation
projects, high- or low-profile, are es-
sentially half-hearted attempts
rathal;ﬂthlfyn concerted efforts
promp conviction or commii-
ment. Most of them are nothing
mare than photo ops for loeal lead-
ers and enthusiasts.

This fault line and staggering
trust deficit are amplified when it
comes to ts' enthusiasm
for mindless economic develop-
ment. mmﬁ tt.]l?:
above comé n th
way of promptly granting licenses
for reckless quartying of the forest
lands of central India and Odisha.
There are no qualms about clearing

hydroelectric projects and new
damns in the fragile val-
leys. Environmental sensitivity is
unmpletaly sidestepped ﬁ mp;b.ii
tious state-sponsored as as
vate sector projects with the bless-
ing of them%nrernm ent. The
road network con-
:w:tiugtlmchlrmmn at phenom-
enal ecological costs and the mas-
sive Central Vista project are two
such glaring instances. Govern-
ments in power decide on their pet
projects and regulatory bodies
mandated to critically and objec-
tively examine and advise are often
called upon (or intimidated) to say
yes in chorus. The feeble \roiw of
environment aclivists is drowned
in the clamour of ‘national interest’
and the urgency of economie devel-
opment. A typical instance is the
Madhav

the life, climate and sustainability
of the regions lying to the west of

Q

The repeated wamings given by the
mighty mountain, the Himalayas, have
been callously ignoned in our pursuit of
mare pawer, maney and development

Ghats (South Canara and Kerala).
The scientifically tenable report

was quickly vil as regressive
and impractical. Even the subse-
quent watered-down version has
not satisfied the pragmatists. The
Himalayan ecology is far more frag-
ile, There are several reports of ex-
perts warning against wayward
intervention in the Himalayan eco-
system. Nonetheless, there is no
dearth of dams, hydroelectric
projects, construction and touarist
circuits in that rarefied landscape.

The spirited words of Jawahar-
lal Nehru while inaugurating the
massive Bhakra Nangal dam in
1854, “Bhakra, the new temple of
resurgent India, is the symbol of
India’s progress", are dated hy the
current understanding of dams
and their deleterious impact. With
his scientific temper, Nehru, were

of *  he alive today, would have been an

ardent votary of envirommental
values and formulated a nuanced
development paradigm for the
country. Environmental science
was almost non-existent in the 50s.
It is but natural that in the nascent
glow of national freedom, the coun-
try desired a giant push in the form
of major dams. However, today, aft
ter 50 much information, aware
ness and scientific proof of the im-
pending disaster and global
warming, it is highly myopic and
irresponaible that we still go after

reckless development like the rats
and children behind the pied piper
of Hamelin.

The responses to ecological dis-
asbers cannof only be localised. For
instanee, if warming of the Hima-
layan zone is the cause of the gla-
cier break that led to the flash floods
in Rishi Ganga (the causes have not
so far been officially confirmed),
the solution is nota quick fix in the
Himalayan region. The whole coun-
try, nay, the whole world has to act
in unizon. The present tragedy is
unfortunately not the last one the
Himalayas would experience, The
repeated warnings given by the
mighty mountain have: been cal-
lously ignored in our pursuit of
mare power, money and develop-
ment. Unleas every one of usstarts
chanting and practicing the alter
native mantra ‘less of
the avarice of consumerism will
make us all vicariously liable for
the ecocide waiting in store. We
should rather enrich our llvea with
1885 consumption, extraction and
demand on the environment. The
lunge towards the §5trillion econo-

my could perhaps wait. The present
diaaster should make the Indian
state unambiguously pruc!.a.im
‘ecology fivst, economy next’. The
tempting alternative, ‘economy
L
catag
(kjavakumariesagmail.com)
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[Lake formed by Chamoli
debris a potential threat

From Page 1

A portion of the Nanda
Devi glacier broke off in
Uttarakhand’s Chamoli district
on Sunday, triggering an
avalanche and a deluge in the
Alaknanda river system that
washed away hydroelectric sta-
tions and endangered lives of
people living along the banks.

According to WIHG, a
mass of rock weakened over a
period of time due to freezing
and thawing of snow must
have led to the creation of a
“weak zone” triggering its col-
lapse which brought down sed-

iments. The avalanche was also
accompanied by a thick pack of
snow and ice that overlaid the
rock surface, it stated.

This resulted in the for-
mation of a temporary dam
that eventually breached, caus-
ing the deadly floods in
Chamoli district on Sunday.

The incident occurred
adjacent to the Raunthi glaci-
er. The area also has glaciers
that feed the Rishi Ganga river,
which ultimately joins the
Dhauli Ganga.

The steep slopes of the
mountains in the region further

increased the intensity of the
crash. The stretch of the
avalanche was about three
kilometres with an average
slope of 37 degrees, before
reaching the “Raunthi
Nala/Gadhera” floor at an alti-
tude of about 3,600 metres.

Meanwhile, Chamoli
District Magistrate Swati S
Bhadauria said an eight-mem-
ber team of the scientists of the
Geological Survey of India has
been formed to inspect the lake
and submit its report to the dis-
trict administration at the ear-
liest.
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Baja] Auto supports Janalal
WOW: JanalalWow (Water
on Wheels), an loT-hased
proprietary technology
solution three-wheeler
developed by a Noida-
hased Janalal to deliver
safe drinking water to the
doorsteps of households,
has been approved by the
Ministry of Jal Shalkti as
one of five technologies
to deliver the $50 billion
drinking water scheme
under the National Jal Jee
van Mission. Janalal WOwW
has been recommended to
all state governments and
Union Territories to accel-
erate their respective 'Har
Ghar Jal' targets, said the
Press release. ENE
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