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hoL water connections provided
since Jan 1: Jal Shakti Ministry

NEW DELHI: More than 50
lakh tap water connections
have been provided since Jan-
uary 1 and the number has
reached to 3.53 crore rural con-
nections since the Jal Jeevan
Mission was launched in 2019,
the Jal Shakti Ministry said on
Wednesday.

"The Jal Jeevan Mission
announced by Prime Minis-
ter Marendra Modi on 15th
August, 2019 with the aim to
provide tap water connection
to every rural household by
2024 has reached a new mile-
stone by providing 3.53 crore
rural household tap water con-
nections,” the Jal Shakti Minis-
try said in a statement.

"Ower 50 lakh connections
have been provided since 1st
January, 2021," the statement
added.

As on August 15, 2019, out
aof 18.93 crore rural househaolds,
3.23 crove (17 per cent) had tap
waler connections. “The untir-
ing efforts of states/ UTs helped
the Jal Jeevan Mission provide
3.53 crore tap water connec-
tions," the statement said.

Further, every family liv-
ing in 52 districts and 77,000
villages is getting assured tap
water supply in their homes,
Mow 6.76 crore households
(35.24 per cent), more than
one-third of rural households,
are getting potable water
through taps. Goa is the first
state in the country to provide
1K) per cent tap water connec-
tion followed by Telangana.
Potable water supply to water
quality-affected habitations is
a lop priority under the Jal Jee-
van Mission. AGERLIES
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Rescue ops hampered by waterloggmg in Tapovan tunnel

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

JOSHIMATH, FEBRUARY 17
Rescuers pumped out water
accumulated in the NTPC's
flood-ravaged Tapovan tun-
nel on Wednesday as they
continued efforts on the
11th day to find survivors of
the glacial disaster.

Sludge clearing atthe tun-
nel was temporarily sus
pended since Tuesday
evening due to seepage of
water which was flushed
out with the help of sub-
mersible pumps provided
by the NTPC, NDRF Com-

mandant PK Tiwari said.

“Removal of wet debris
with JCBs is difficult. So it
was decided to resume
muck clearing only after
flushing out water accumu-
lated inside the intake adit
tunnel” he said.

Search teams today failed
to retrieve even a single body
from the two rescue sites.

A senior official, who is
supervising the rescue and
search operations after the
floods in Dhauliganga and
Rishiganga, said as the 180-
m main tunnel was now
completely  waterlogged,

efforts were on to clear it by
using high-power pumps.

*We have sent a team to
Gaurikund as we have
received information that
many stray dogs are wander-
ing in the areas,” he said.

A team of the ITBP and
DRDO has reached the
Murenda area near Raini
village, where a natural
lake has formed after the
floods. The ITBP team sur-
veyed the area and
assessed the threat level in
the lake formed due to the
flashfloods.

{With inputs from PTL)

Rescuerﬁ oarltlnuetc search for mlssmg persuns in Tapcwan area afChamuh district on Weclnasdav PTI
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New Delhi: ‘Insignificant
progress’ has been made over
the last one year in relation to
all 11 projects, which were
sanctioned for pallution abate-
memnt work in the Yaopuna un-
der Namami Gange Program-
me, the Cenfral Monitoring
Committes (CMC) has stated
in a report released for Natio-
nal Green Tribumal (NGT).
The commiitee had recently
taken over the role of monito-
ring progress for all the Yamu-
na-related projects after the
Yamuna Monitoring Commil-
tea (YMC) was dissolved.
While42decentralised se-
wage freatment plants
(STPs)are propoesed for Delhi
to trap sewage flowing into
the Yamuna, only one is lik-
ely to be completed before De-
cember 2021, the report says,
All other STPs are likely to
extend beyond June 2022,
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Clean Yamuna: Panel says little progress

New Monitoring Committee Reports To NGT After Surveying 11 River Pollution Projects

The three moest crucial pro-  the report mentions. “The pro-
jects — Rithala, Kondli and  gress of three crocial projects
Olciila — are behind schedule,  inRithala, Kondli and Okhlazo-
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Wﬂ Yamuna
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plants (STPs) L e
15TPof 308 ;

Central Monitoring
MLD '[m Committee has found
Betwee ' 'insignificant progress’
2021 and to have been made in
December 2021 the last one year ng 11
STPs of projects sanctioned for

paollution abatement in
BSﬂ.EdIILB o the Yamuna
Beyond June 2022 Tk
A total of 42 crucial projects -
decentralised Rithala, Kondli and
STPs have been & Okhla STPs~ lagging
proposed in Delhi behind schedule

ne 5TPs are hindered due to

nen-grantingof permission for
tree cutting/ transplantation by

Delhi government. It has eome
to nolice that contractors are
nat being paid Himely for execu-
ted works by DJB. Sinee the sig-
niffeant share of these proj
is borne by the central
ment, there should not
be any restriction on re-
lease of the cantre's sha-
re lying dile with DJB,
This could be utiteed for
resolving these issues
and expediting progress
af work,” the central
commities ohserved,
Thereport statesan
STPof capacity 318 mil-
Hon litres per day (MLD) is k-
aly to be completed between
April 2021 and December 2021,
while STPs with a combined
total of 850.8 MLD capacity
will be completed after June
2022, 1t further states 90 mil-
lion gallons perday of water is
being reused for horticulture
puirposes and at DTC depots.
The CMC, meanwhile, sa-
id anotherld STPs wereawai-
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ting detailed project reports,
all falling in the Najafgarh
zone. The Najafgarh drain
is one of the bigeest sources
of raw sewage entering
the Yamuna. Among the pre-
sent 8TPs, 80% were
found fanctional.

“AnIntegrated Dra-
in Management Cell
has been formed for re-
mediation and mana-
gement of all drains in
Delhi.  Drain-owing
agencles have submit-
ted their action plan
and started ils imple-
mentation,” said the report.

Readings collected by CMC
found the biological oxygen de-
mand (BOD) levels to range
from 26 mg/ to 73 mg/l in
parts. BOD readings should not
exceed 3 mp/l in order to susta:
in aguatic life. A 2008 analysis
by the now dissolved YMC had
founid 6% of the Yamuna's pol-
Tution occurred in a less than 2-
km longstreteh in Delhi.
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STATE BUREAU hardly used to cross 20 lakh acres be-

Siddipet

Finance Minister T Harish Rao on
Wednesday said the area under cul-
tivation in the State had increased to
50 lakh acre during Yasangi for the
first time only because Chief Minis-
ter K Chandrashekar Rao ensured
the completion of Kaleshwaram Lift
Irrigation Scheme (KLIS). Saying
that the area under -cultivation

fore Telangana State was formed,
Rao said the entire credit goes to the
Chief Minister,

Talking to media after releasing
water for Yasangi crop from Ran-
ganayaka Sagar project, which is a
part of KLIS, at Chandlapur near Sid-
dipet, Rao said water was being re-
leased from the project for the first
time since its inauguration in April
2020,
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Atal Bhujal Yojana to
be extended across UP

PNS W LUCKNOW

fter the initial success of

the Uttar Pradesh Atal
Bhujal Yojana, the Yegi
Adityanath Government has
decided to extend it across the
State, The scheme, which aims
at ensuring public participation
and improvement in ground-
water conservation and man-
agement, was introduced as a
pilot project in 10 districts
Mahoba, Jhansi, Banda,
Hamirpur, Chitrakoot, Lalitpur,
Muzatfarnagar, Shamli,
Baghpat and Meerut.

“After getting a favourable
response, the government has
decided to implement the
scheme in other 65 districts as
well. Now, the scheme will be
implemented all over the state,”
a senior official said.

A government order (GOY)

in this regard has been issued.
It says that barring the work
under convergence, the bud,
on other works will be borne by
the departmental budget.

Ot of the 826 in the
state, the scheme was imple-
mented in only 26 groundwa-
ter-stressed blocks but from
April 1, 2021, all 826 blocks
would be covered by this
scheme, a government state-
ment said.

The scheme has been
designed with the principal
ohjective of strengthening the
instituticnal framework for
participatory groundwater
management and for bringing
about behavioural changes at
the community level for sus-
tainable groundwater resource
management. Public partici-
pation through tangible sup-
port as well as on awareness

level has been the major com-
ponent of this scheme,

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath's sustained efforts
to double the income of farm-
ers will alse be served by this
scheme as improvement in
groundwater profile will auto-
matically fulfill the irrigation
requirements,

“With this focus, 10 dis-
tricts, many of them from the
Bundelkhand region, were
taken up in the first go as these
were the areas where water
management was required the
most, the official said.

The scheme, which has o
be implemented till 2026, will
take up development of water
security plan in the first year,
cover 75 over-exploited blocks
in second year, critical blocks
in the third and semi-critical
blocks in the fourth year.
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Rescue and relief operation at Tapovan slows down

Priority seems to be to clear tunnel and get dam functional rather than look for bodies, savs activist

JACDB KOSHY

TAPOVAN (UTTARAEHAND}

Ten days after an avalanche
here barrelled down from a
breaking glacier leading to
the death of 58 people and
causing at least 200 to go mis-
sing, rescue and relief opera-
tions aimed at recovering bo-
dies have slowed to a crawl,

Many of those missing
were reportedly workers on
the Sunday shift ar the 520-
MW Tapovan Vishnugadh hy-
droelectric project and swept
away by a storm of ice, water
and debris.

A majority of these work-
ers are believed o have been
trapped in one of the intake
tunnels of the under-con-
struction project, "The tun-
nel is at least two km long,
and we have so far been able
to dig through barely 150
metres,” said a disaster res-
ponse officer working at the
site. Nearly 50 of the 58 bo-

Project. =wv sriswsan

dies recovered and identified
as of Wednesday have been
fram this stretch.

“We are regularly pump-
ing out water from the minnel
to carry on the search for ath-
er workers. The bodies of 1l
persons have been recovered
from the tunnel so far,” said a
search team official,

Then there are workers be-
lieved to be rapped near the

Arduous task: Relief work on at the Tapovan hydro power

barrage of the plant, and lo-
cals say it was only after an
agitation that officials began
digging looking for bodies.
Rescue operations are being
led by the National Thermal
Power Corporation, which is
building the power plant.
“Their priority is to clear the
tunnel and get the dam func:
tional as soon as possible
rather than look for bodies,”

said Atul Sate, an activist at
Joshimath, the tehsil where
the disaster unfolded.

“No coordination’

“In the first three days since
the flood, there was no coor-
dination among the various
agencies — the Army, State
and national disaster res-
ponse force and the compa-
ny. In that time, lves were
lost and bodies became
unreclaimable.”

Earlier, the search team
had drilled a hole to deter-
mine if a silt channel located
12 metres below the main
tunnel could be used to reach
the place where the workers
were said to be rapped. “It
didn’t work out as the chan-
nel was also filled with water
and mud,” an oficial said.

Dipika Nath has come o
Tapovan looking for her ne-
phew. “My relatives and 1
aren't allowed into the site.

With all this equipment it is
difficult 1o believe that the
pace of recovery is so slow,”
she told The Hindu while
perched on a bridge over-
|ooking the dam site.

The site is buzzing with ex-
cavators and other heavy ma-
chinery and has rescue offi-
cials of several companies
working round the clock.

Social organisations such
as the SEWA International
have organised volunteers
from villages surrounding Ta-
povan to cook meals for
them. However, booths set
up for disseminating informa-
tiom are empty.

Two more human body
parts have been found by the
search teams, The identities
of 30 bodies have been esta-
blished so far, while 26 body
paris have been recovered
from different places.

(With inputs from
Devesh Pandey)
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Wabag

achieves financial closure

ina Clean Ganga HAM project

Ropes in IFC, Tata
Cleantech Capital
for debt portion

OUR BUREAU

Chennai, February 87

Va Tech Wabag Ltd, a leading
player in water technology
space, has completed the fin-
ancial closure for its Hybrid
Annuity Model (HAM) pro-
ject received from Kolkata
Metropolitan  Development
Authaority.

The company has also
raised debt from Interna-
tional Finance Corporation
(IFC) and Tata Cleantech Cap-
ital Lod (TCCL) for the pro-
ject.

Wabag had earlier signed a
1575 crore HAM concession
agreement  under  the
Mamami Gange programme
administered by the Ma-
tional  Mission  for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) which in-
cluded the scope of engin-
eerimg, supply and construc-
tion of new sewage
treatment plants, renovation

and up-gradation of existing
Sewage frealment plauls. re-
habilitation of pumping sta-
tions and other associated
infrastructure in Kolkata.

Wabag will undertake EPC
portion of this project over
24 months followed by O&M
of 15 years.

Treating sewage flow

Onee complete, the project
with a cumulative wastewa-
ter treatment capacity of 187
MLD will contribute to redu-
cing the discharge of un-
treated sewage into the
Ganga from Bengal by
around 15 per cent.

The EPC portion of the pro-
ject is to be funded by a mix
of NMCG grant, equity and
debt.

About 40 per cent of EPC
cost will be funded by NMCG
grant during the construc-
tion period and balance &0
per cent will be funded by a
mix of debt and equity.

The debt will be funded by
a consortium of IFC and
TCCL
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