DC CORRESPONDENT
CHEMNAI, FEB. 20

Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
declare the Godavari-
Cauvery river linking proj-
ect as a National Project so
as to benefit lakhs of peo-
ple in Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.
Addressing the sixth gov-
erning council meeting of

NITT Aayog, he said river
Cauvery and its tributaries
had to be rejuvenated on
the lines of “Namami
Gange” and requested the
Centre to accord sanction
and extend financial assis-
tance to the State at the
earliest,

“We are meeting after a
vear, during which period
the world has been struck
by the most extensive pan-
demic we have seen. A
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TN: Declare Godavari-Cauvery plan as national project

series of timely and effec-
tive measures taken in
Tamil Nadu by calibrated
relaxations, effective
RT/PCR testing, tracking
and conduct of fever camps
have ensured total control
of the spread of Covid in
our State,” he said,

He said the State had
been ranked Number One
in the Good Governance
Index released by the
Government of India and

had bagged the ‘Best
Performing State’ title in
the National Water Award,
2019,

The State received the
highest share of invest-
ment proposals (16 percent)
in India during April 2020
to September 2020, as per
the CARE ratings report,
he said, adding that
through the on-line single
window portal, investment
of 222,332 crore nd employ-

ment potential af
76,835 persons had been
cleared.

He also listed the various
business projects launched
in the State like the Multi-
Muodal logistics park being
developed near Chennai in
around 150 acres of land.

“The Tamil Nadu
Protected Agricultural
Zone Development Act, isa
historic enactment to pro-
tect the fertile agricultural

lands and safeguard
the livelihoods of farmers
and agricultural labourers
in the Cauvery delta,” he
said.,

Palaniswami said Lakhs
of farmers were success-
fully enrolled under the
Prime Minister Crop
Insurance Scheme and
compensation of 9,365
crore was disbursed in the
last 4 vears to 54.12 lakh
beneficiaries.
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HYD EXPERTS TO
MEASURE WATER
IN RISHIGANGA

Raini (Uttarakhand), Feb,
20: Sonography experts from
Hyderabad are expected to
measure the volume of water
in an artificial lake that has
been formed on the Rishiganga
river after the recent ava-
lanche and gauge how big a
threat it poses to areas down-
stream.

A team of researchers
arrived in Pang village on
Saturday to inspect the lake. A
team of four scientists from
the Uttarakhand Space Appl-
ication Centre (USAC) led by
its director M.PS. Bisht and
four scientists from the Geol-
ogical Survey of India will try
to reach the lake on foot.

With roads in the area
around Raini Gram Panchavat
washed out in the recent flash
flood and vast stretches turned
into swamps, the team is being
accompanied by a moun-
taineer from the Nehru
Institute of Mountaineering
and SDRF jawans to
ensure their safe journey to
the lake.

“We will inspect the lake
formed over Rishiganga by the
huge volume of sludge that
came from Rauthi stream due
to the avalanche,” USAC direc-
tor Bisht told PTLSonographic
equipment of the Indian Navy
are being used to measure how
much water is contained in the
lake, he said, — PTI
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K’taka sees
threatin TN’s

auvery project

Fearsitmay lose

itswater share;

Jarkiholi tovisit
Delhi

v

AJITH ATHRADY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

arnataka is worried
K:hﬂl Tamil Nadu may

ay claim to surplus
water on the Karnataka side
of the Cauvery basin as Tamil
Nadu is planning to build the
Cauvery-Vellaru-Vaigai-Gun-
dar Link scheme to provide
water toits southern region.

Karnataka feels that Ta-
mil Nadu, which is opposing
the Mekedatu project near
Kanakapura, may demand
maore water from Karnataka
once its river-linking project
is completed.

Though TNslink scheme is
being implemented under the
Centre's river-linking project
to utilise surplus Cauvery wa-
ter, Tamil Nadu may put legal

Ramesh Jarkiholi

hurdles to Karnataka's planto
utilise its share and the excess
water generated inits basinin
the coming days, said an offi-
cialin Karnataka.

Karnataka Water Resourc-
es Minister Ramesh Jarkiholi
and officials of the Water
Resources Department are
rushing to Delhi to meetlegal
experts on Sunday. He is also
likely to meet Union Jal Shak-
ti Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat to apprise Kar-
nataka's concern. However,
Jarkiholi was not available for
comment. According to Kar-
nataka, after ensuring 177 .25
tmeft to Tamil Nadu at Bili-
gundlu warer gauging centre

in a normal year, it can utilise
the rest, which includes its
share of 284.75 tmcftand any
surplus available, However,
Tamil Nadu has been oppos-
ing Karnataka's view.

“If Tamil Nadu says Karma-
taka should not utilise its sur-
plus water, then Tamil Nadu
also has noright toutilise sur-
plus water coming from the
upper riparian state (Karna-
taka).” said an official,

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami will
lay the foundation stone for
the first phase of the scheme
on Sunday.



PANAJI, DHNS

oa Chief Minister Pramod

Sawant raised the issue of

the Mahadayi inter-state wa-
ter dispute at the governing council
of the NITI Aayog on Saturday, re-
questing the Central government's
intervention toresolvethe deadlock
and ensure justice to Goa.

Amid a series of sustained pro-
tests related to three central gov-
ernmentprojectsrelated toroad, rail
expansion and drawing of a power
transmission, Sawant also told the
governing councilofthe NITI Aavog,
that his government fully backed the
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Mahadayi: Goa CM seeks Centre’s
intervention at NITI Aayog meet

controversial projects.

“The Mahadayi issue is in the
Supreme Courtagain. Weneed in-
tervention. We use Mahadayi water
for drinking purposes. The river's
salinity testing is being conducted
by the Union Jal Shakti Ministry
currently,”Sawant told themeeting.

“Mahadayi water is being di-
verted and if the water level in the
river reduces, then the salinity may
increase, which may again cause
problems. This is a sensitive issue
inthe state,” Sawant said.

The Opposition in Goa has al-
readydemanded Sawant’s resigna-
tion, accusing him of compromising

Goa's interests in the river water
dispute with Karnataka.

Goa has already filed two peti-
tions in the Supreme Court in con-
nection with the water dispute. Ina
special leave petition, the Goa gov-
ernment has challenged the award
of the Mahadayi Water Dispute Tri-
bunal, and in a contempt petition
the state government has accused
Karnatakaofillegally diverting wa-
ter from the Mahadayi river.

Sawant also backed the three
controversial central government
projects, in the face of vociferous
protests, by the civil society groups,
the Oppositionand someruling BIP

MLAs.

“...we will provide all support to
take ahead the central projects,”
Sawant said.

The chief minister, however, re-
quested Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to provide an option of verti-
cal mobility for Central government
projects, especially when it came
to small states, which do not have
spare landmass.

“Central projectsneed huge land.
We are requesting vertical mobili-
ty for such projects. This will bring
relief for small states, which can-
not spare a lot of land for Central
government projects,” Sawant said.
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TN wants national project tag
for Godavari-Cauvery link plan

TAMIL NADU CHIEF minister
K Palaniswami on Saturday
urged the Centre to declare
the Godavari-Cauvery river
link initiative as a national
projectand saidifitwasdone,
it would benefit people in
Telangana, AP and Tamil
Nadu.

Speaking during the vir-
tualmeeting of the NitiAayog
being chaired by Prime Min-

ister Narendra  Modi,
Palaniswami noted that
Tamil Nadu stood first in the
country in coverage under
micro irrigation in 2019-20
and 2020-21.He stressed on
the rejuvenation of the Cau-
veryriver.Herequested Modi
for the declaration “so as to
benefit lakhs of people in
Telangana, AP and Tamil
Nadu.” —PTl
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Khattar pushes for SYL
canal at Niti Aayog meet

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, FEERUARY 20
Haryana CM Manohar Lal
Khattar on Saturday sought
the Centre's intervention in
resolving the long-pending
issue of Sutlej-Yamuna Link
(SYL) and Hansi-Butana
Link canals so that the state
could get its “legitimate
share of river water™,

“To overcome the water
shortage in the state, the
government will soon be
signing an MoU for Kishau
dam. Besides, MoUs have
already been signed with the
Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh Governments for
Lakhwar and HRenuka
dams.” said Khattar,

He made the comments

GRIM SITUATION

#8 Scveral areas of the
stateareinthedark
zone category due to
depleting groundwater
levels. Therefore, if the
SYL and HansiButana
Link canal issues are
resolved, the problem of
water scarcity
inHaryana
will be
resolved. ™
Manohar La
Khattar, CHIEF MINETER

-
LS

"

while speaking during the
sixth Governing Council
meeting of the Niti Aayog
held under the chairmanship
of PM Narendra Modi

through video conferencing
held on Saturday.

Highlighting the fact that
though Harvana is at the
forefront in GST collection,
the CM said despite that, the
state gots only 20 per cent
GST due to Input Tax Credit.
He urged PM Modi to formu-
late a plan for incentivising
the states having the maxi-
mum GST collection.

He apprised PM Modi that
for reducing compliance -
den at the state level and for
‘Ease of Doing Business',
Haryana Enterprise and
Employment Policy 2020 has
been launched. On the cre-
ation of jobs, the CM said the
state has recently passed
Haryana State Employment
of Local Candidates Bill.
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TN: Declare Godavari-Cauvery plan a national project

AGE CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, FEB. 20

Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
declare the Godavari-
Cauvery river linking
project as a national proj-
ect s0 as to benefit lakhs of
people in  Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu. Addressing
the sixth governing coun-

cil meeting of NITI Aayog,
he said river Cauvery and
its tributaries had to be
rejuvenated on the lines of
“Namami Gange"” and
requested the Centre to
accord sanction and
extend financial assistance
to the State at the earliest.

"“We are meeting after a
year, during which period
the world has been struck
by the most extensive pan-
demic we have seen. A

series of timely and effec-
tive measures taken in
Tamil Nadu by calibrated
relaxations, effective
RT/PCR testing, tracking
and conduct of fever camps
have ensured total control
of the spread of Covid in
our State,” he said.

He said the State had
been ranked Number One
in the Good Governance
Index released by the
Government of India and

had bagged the ‘Best
Performing State’ title in
the National Water Award,
2019.

The State received the
highest share of invest-
ment proposals (16 per-
cent) in India during April
2020 to September 2020, as
per the CARE ratings
report, he said, adding that
through the on-line single
window portal, investment
of 222,332 crore nd employ-

ment potential of
76,835 persons had been
cleared.

He also listed the various
business projects launched
in the State like the Multi-
Modal logistics park being
developed near Chennai in
around 150 acres of land.

“The Tamil Nadu
Protected Agricultural
Zone Development Act, is
a historic enactment to
protect the fertile agricul-

tural lands and safeguard
the livelihoods of farmers
and agricultural labourers
in the Cauvery delta,” he
said.

Palaniswami said Lakhs
of farmers were sucCcess-
fully enrolled under the
Prime Minister Crop
Insurance Scheme and
compensation of 29,365
crore was disbursed in the
last 4 yvears to 54.12 lakh
beneficiaries.



Effortscontinueto clearsludge-filledtunnels of flood-hit Tapovan hydel project

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
GOPESHWAR (UTTARAKHAND),
Z0FEBRUARY

hree more bodies

were recovered from

the NTPC'sflood-rav-

aged Tapovan-Vish-
nugad hydel project site on
Saturday taking the toll in the
February 7 glacial disaster in
Uttarakhand to 65, officials
said.

The bodies were recov-
ered from the desilting tank
near the Tapovan project bar-
rage on Saturday, NDRF Com-
mandant P KTiwari told PTL.

Search operations at the
projectsite have beenunder-
wayon awar footing for more
than13dayssinceitbore the
brunt of an avalanche trig-
zered by a glacial burst over
Rishiganga river in Chamoli
district.

The 13.2 MW Rishiganga
hydel project was totally
demolishedin the avalanche
whilethe Tapovan-Vishnugad
hydropower project suffered
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Uttarakhandtragedy:3 more
bodiesrecovered, tollrisesto65

extensive damage.

With the recovery of three
more bodies, the toll in the
tragedy has gone up to 65
while 139 people are still
missing.

Meanwhile, Chamoli Dis-
trict Magistrate Swati S
Bhadauria on Saturdayasked
the NTPC to press into serv-
ice additional equipment
and divert the course of
Dhauliganga river totheother
side so that its water does not
flowthrough the barrage into
Tapovan munnel hampering
sludge clearing efforts.

Riverwaterflowingintothe
tumnelfromthe barragehasheen
amajorheadachefor rescuers
atthe tunnel makingthemuck
clearingoperations even more
challenging Bhadauria said.

Deploying additional equip-
mentatthe tunnel anddivert-
ing the course of the river will
speed up the debris removal
exercisewhichhas been under-
wayformore than 13 days, the
DM said.

She said rescue operations

at the main projectsite in Raini
have been completed.

The DM added that the
debris on the upper side of
Rishiganga is now being scoured
for any bodies that could be
trapped, if any.

Meanwhile, a team of
researchersarrived in Pang vil-
lage in Raini on Saturday to
inspect the lake formed over
Rishigangaaftertherecent ava-
lanche and gauge how big a
threat it poses to areas down-
stream.

The tearmled by USAC Direc-
tor MPSBishtand consisting of

four scientists each from the Geo-
logical Survey of India and
Uttarakhand Space Applica-
tion Centrewilltrytoreachthe
lake onfoot by Saturday evening
or Sunday:

Withroadsinthearea around
RainiGramPanchayatwashed
outin therecent flash flood and
vast stretches turned into
swamps, the team is being
accompanied by amountaineer
from the Nehru Institute of
Mountaineering and SDRF
jawans to ensure their safe
journey to the lake.

“We will inspect the lake

formedover Rishiganga bythe
huge volume of sludge that
came from Rauthi stream due
totheavalanche," UUSAC Direc-
tor Bisht told PTL
“We hopeto reach Udiyari
bythe evening whichislocat-
ed above the lake. By Sunday,
we may reach the lake to
inspect it and take its geo-
graphical measurements.
How biga threat the lake can
pose to the population living
downstream of Rishiganga
is something that can be
measured onlyby how much
water it contains,” he said.
Sonographic equipment
from the Indian Navy are
being used to measure how
much water is contained in
the lake, he said.
Sonography experts from
Hyderabad are also expect-
ed to measure the volume of
water in the lake, Bisht said.
Bisht said his teamwill also
incorporate the findings ofa
DRDO team which has
visited the lake into its
analysis.
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