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Ahead of monsoon, PM calls for 100-day
campaign to clean up water bodies

Move to conserve
as much of the
MONSoOoN rain as
possible water

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, February 28

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday called for a
100-day campaign to clean
up all water bodies and pre-
pare them for rainwater har-
vesting before the monsoon
starts.

“We shall have to under-
stand our collective respons-
ibilities with regard to water.
In most parts of India, rain-
fall begins in May-June. Can
we right away start a 100-day
campaign for the sake of
cleaning up water sources
around us and conserving
rainwater?,” he said in his
monthly Mann Ki Baat
broadcast.

‘Catch the rain’ campaign
Highlighting that the Union
Jal Shakti Ministry is also

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

launching a campaign with
the theme ‘Catch the rain,
where it falls, when it falls’,
he asked people to commit
themselves for this cause.

“We shall get existing rain-
water harvesting systems re-
paired, clean up lakes and
ponds in villages, remove im-
pediments in the way of wa-
ter flowing into sources; thus
we shall be able to conserve
rainwater to the maximum,”
Modi said.

The Prime Minister also

said that when people feel
proud of indigenous
products, then Aat-
manirbhar Bharat does not
just remain an economic
programme but becomes a
national spirit.

He said there is a need to
make science more popular
across the country and asser-
ted that science cannot be
limited to physics-chemistry
and labs. Modi called for ex-
panding science with a man-
tra of ‘lab to land’.

‘Missed learning Tamil’

He also rued not being able
to make enough efforts to
learn the world’s oldest lan-
guage, Tamil. “In run up to
Mann Ki Baat, 1 was asked if
there was something I
missed out on during these
long years as Chief Minister
and Prime Minister. I feel — it
is aregret of sorts thatI could
not make enough effort to
learn the world’s oldest lan-
guage Tamil. Tamil literature
is beautiful,” Modi said.
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PM calls for water conservation drive

Modi regrets he could not make effort to learn Tamil, a ‘beautiful language’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said there
was a need to start conserv-
ing water right away and that
the Jal Shakti Ministry would
be launching a 100-day
“catch the rain” campaign
soon.

Mr. Modi was speaking
during his monthly radio ad-
dress, Mann Ki Baat, when
he said there was a need to
have collective responsibility
on water conservation,

“In most parts of India,
rainfall begins in May-June.
Can we right away start a
100-day campaign for the
sake of cleaning up the water
sources around us and con-
serving rainwater? With this
very thought in mind, in a
few days from now, Jal Shakti
Abhiyan ‘catch the rain’ is
being initiated by the Jal
Shakti Ministry,” he said, ac-
cording to the English tran-
slation of his address provid-
ed by the government.

There is a lot of
contribution of the
power of science to the
Atmanirbhar Bharat campaign.

We have to move science

forward with the mantra of

‘Lab to Land.

NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER

Since it was National
Science Day on Sunday, Mr.
Modi said the youth should
learn about the history of

science in India and
scientists.
‘Self-reliant India’

“Friends, when we talk of
science, many a time people
restrict it to physics, chemis-
try or labs, but the spread of
science is much more than
that. And there is a lot of
contribution of the power of
science to the Atmanirbhar
Bharat campaign. We have to
move science forward with
the mantra of ‘Lab to Land’,”

said the Prime Minister.

For making India more
self-reliant, Mr. Modi said it
was not just “bigger things”,
such as missiles, aircraft,
tanks and Metro trains, that
would achieve the goal. He
cited the example of a farm-
er in Uttar Pradesh who has
started growing chia seeds.

“Friends, nowadays you
must be hearing a lot about
chia seeds. People connect-
ed to health awareness give a
lot of importance to it and it
has a lot of demand too in
the world. In India, it is
mostly sourced from abroad,
but now people are taking

up the challenge to be self-
reliant in chia seeds, too. Si-
milarly, Harishchandra ji of
Barabanki in Uttar Pradesh
has begun farming of chia
seeds. Cultivation of chia
seeds will also increase his
income and will help in the
self-reliant India campaign
too,” he said.

Answering a question
from a listener about the one
thing he felt he “missed”,
Mr. Modi said, “I pondered
this over and told myself that
one of my shortcomings was
that 1 could not make much
effort to learn Tamil, the ol-
dest language in the world.”

“I could not make myself
learn Tamil! It is such a beau-
tiful language, which is pop-
ular all over the world. Many
people have told me a lot
about the quality of Tamil lit-
erature and the depth of the
poems written in it. Indiais a
land of many languages,
which symbolises our cul-
ture and pride,” the Prime
Minister said.
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‘Ganga highly poHutéd
in Rishikesh, Haridwar’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Dehradun

A study conducted by re-
searchers from Doon Univer-
sity has indicated ‘very high
presence of pollutants’ in ur-
ban stretches of river Ganga
at Rishikesh and Haridwar.
The study indicates that mil-
lions of pilgrims visiting the
two cities, especially Harid-
war, for Kumbh festival
will be ‘exposed to high
concentration of wa-
ter pollutants’,
Surindra Suthar,
associate professor in
Doon University who
led the study, said: “The
pollutants include anti-in-
flammatory and common an-
tibiotics, caffeine and anti-
bacterial medicines, among
others. The overall concentra-
tion of Polypropylene Copoly-
mer (PPCP) in the stretch was
found to be up to 1,104.84 nan-
ograms per litre. Concentra-
tion of anti-inflammatory
drugs and antibiotics were
higher in the winter season,

possibly because of decreased
biodegradation associated
with lower temperature and
inadequate sunlight.”

The researchers detected
this during a study conducted
over three seasons on the riv-
er stretch along Rishikesh and
Haridwar The stretch of Gan-
ga in Rishikesh and Haridwar
is “16kms “and 40kms,
respectively.

According to research-
ers, mass bathing, ur-
ban waste and efflu-
ent from sewage
treatment could be a
source of PPCPs. The
effluent from domestic
sewage, discharge from
hotels and ashrams reaches
the Ganga, causing additional
contamination.

Researchers said they ana-
lysed the water of Ganga at
entry points to the cities and
also in spots before it enters a
sewage treatment plant, Pol-
lution of Ganga has been a
national concern for years.
Despite several attempts, not
much has heen achieved.
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PM calls for 100-day campaign
to clean up all water bodies

New Delhi, Feb. 28:
Underlining the impor-
tance of collective respon-
sibility towards water con-
servation, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
called for a 100-day cam-
paign to clean up all water
bodies and prepare them
for rain water harvesting
before the monsoon sea-
son starts.

In his monthly ‘Mann Ki
Baat’ broadcast, Modi said
water has been crucial for

the development of
humankind for centuries.
“We have to understand
our collective responsibili-
ty towards water conser-
vation,” he said.

The Prime Minister also
said that when people feel
proud of indigenous prod-
ucts then Aatmanirbhar
Bharat does not just
remain an economic pro-
gramme but becomes a
national spirit.

Noting that monsoon

will begin in many parts of
the country by around
May-June, the PM asked
can there be a 100-day pub-
lic campaign to clean up
all nearby water bodies
and prepare those for rain
water conservation.

In this regard, the Union
jal shakti ministry is also
launching “catch the rain”
campaign and its main
theme is “catch the rain,
where it falls, when it
falls”, he said. — PTI
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Modi’s ‘catch the rain’ pitch
to address water woes

SAGAR KULKARNI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

rime Minister Narendra
PModi on Sunday made

a strong pitch for water
conservation, urging people
to *Catch the Rain’ to boost
water availability across the
country.

Modi, in hismonthly ‘Mann
ki Baat’ radio address, asked
listeners to clean up water
bodies and prepare them to
harvest the monsoon even as
he recounted age-old water
conservation practices from
across the country, withaspe-
cial mention of poll-bound Ta-
mil Nadu.

“This is the best time to
think about water conserva-
tion in the summer months
ahead,” he said adding that
the Jal Shakti Ministry would
launch a ‘Catch the Rain’
campaign to harvest rainwa-

ter. “Catch the
rain, where it
falls, when it
falls,” he said
! unveiling the
¥ theme of the
= campaign.
“We shall
get existing
rainwater
harvesting systems repaired,
cleanuplakesand pondsinvil-
lages, remove impedimentsin
the way of water flowing into
watersources; thusweshall be
able to conserve rainwater to
the maximum,” the PM said.
He highlighted water con-
servation practices across the
country from Uttarakhand
to parched areas of Bun-
delkhand and made a special
mention of Tamil Nadu, where
elections are due in April.
“There was a time when in
villages, people would col-
lectively look after wells and

ponds. Now one such effort is
underway at Thiruvannama-
lai, Tamilnadu. ... These peo-
ple are rejuvenating public
wells in their vicinity that had
been lying unused for years,”
Modi said.

Modi also cited the exam-
ple of Murugesan from Ma-
durai who makes ropes from
banana waste and expressed
regret over not learning the
beautiful language Tamil.

“...one of myshortcomings
was that | could not make
much effort to learn Tamil,
the oldest language in the
world; I could not make my-
selflearn Tamil,” Modi said in
response to a question from a
listener. “Itis such a beautiful
language, which is popularall
over the world. Many people
have told me a lot about the
quality of Tamil literature and
thedepthofthe poemswritten
init,” the prime minister said.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE
Deccan Herald, Bengaluru
Monday, 1st March 2021; Page: 3
Width: 9.82 cms; Height: 9.65 cms; ad; ID: 50.2021-03-01.20

PRESS INFORMATION BUREALU
ﬁ i
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Ad ATEREN

Citizens take partindriveto
clean Kothanur Lake

BENGALURU, DHNS: Citizens
and volunteers residing in
andaround JP Nagar7thand
8th Phase on Sunday joined
inthe driveto clean the space
around Kothanur Lake.

More than 100 volunteers
took partinthe clean-upwork
that went on for four hours.

Volunteers went around
the 19-acre lake to pick up
plastic waste strewn around
by local residents.

B R Shivaswamy, presi-
dent of the Kothanur Lake

Development Association,
said about 1.25 tonnes of gar-
bage had been collected and
handed over to the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like for disposal.

This apart, the volunteers
also conducted an awareness
campaign around the lake,
urging the public not to litter
the shore.

Theyalsotookanoath with
theslogan—Don'tthrow gar-
bage and don'tallow othersto
throw.
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‘Ganga highly polluted
in Rishikesh, Haridwar’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Dehradun

A study conducted by re-
searchers from Doon Univer-
sity has indicated ‘very high
presence of pollutants’ in ur-
ban stretches of river Ganga
at Rishikesh and Haridwar.
The study indicates that mil-
lions of pilgrims visiting the
two cities, especially Harid-
war, for Kumbh festival
will be ‘exposed to high
concentration of wa-
ter pollutants’.
Surindra Suthar,
associate professor in
Doon University who
led the study, said: “The
pollutants include anti-in-
flammatory and common an-
tibiotics, caffeine and anti-
bacterial medicines, among
others. The overall concentra-
tion of Polypropylene Copoly-
mer (PPCP) in the stretch was
found to be up to 1,104.84 nan-
ograms per litre. Concentra-
tion of anti-inflammatory
drugs and antibiotics were
higher in the winter season,

&

possibly because of decreased
biodegradation associated
with lower temperature and
inadequate sunlight.”

The researchers detected
this during a study conducted
over three seasons on the riv-
er stretch along Rishikesh and
Haridwar. The stretch of Gan-
ga in Rishikesh and Haridwar
is 16kms and 40kms,
respectively.

According to research-
ers, mass bathing, ur-
ban waste and efflu-
ent from sewage
treatment could be a
source of PPCPs. The
effluent from domestic
sewage, discharge from
hotels and ashrams reaches
the Ganga, causing additional
contamination.

Researchers said they ana-
lysed the water of Ganga at
entry points to the cities and
also in spots before it enters a
sewage treatment plant. Pol-
Iution of Ganga has been a
national concern for years.
Despite several attempts, not
much has been achieved.
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India must focus on
water conservation: PM

PNS B NEW DELHI

Asking the country to think
ahead, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
highlighted the need for water
conservation saying the
Government would “in a few
days” launch a campaign ‘Catch
the Rain’ “where it falls when
it falls”

In his monthly radio-talk
‘mann ki baat, Modi called for
a 100-day campaign to clean up
water bodies and%'narvest rain-
water,

“This is the best time to
think about water conservation
in the summer months ahead.
Water has been crucial for the
development of humankind
for centuries,” he said.

In his 74th edition, second
for 2021, radio address Prime
Minister touched on various
issues concerning the nation,
including water conservation,
coronavirus and self-reliance.

“Many people from across
the country are contributing to
Atmanirbhar Bharat...
Aatmanirbhar Bharat is not
merely a Government efforts.It
is the national spirit of India,’
said Modi.

Modi stressed the impor-
tance of water conservation
during his address and
announced that the Jal Shakti
Ministry would soon launch a
water conservation campaign
called ‘Catch the Rain’

“On March 22, World
Water Day will be celebrated.
We must understand our
responsibility towards water
conservation. In a few days, the
Jal Shakti Ministry will launch
a campaign Catch the Rain. Its
slogan is Catch the Rain, where
it falls when it falls. This is the
best time to think about water
conservation in the summer
months ahead. Water has been
crucial for the development of
humankind for centuries,” he
said.

To motivate

people
towards nature conservation
Modi gave an example of Jadev
Payeng of Assam. “He has
actively contributed towards
300 hectares plantations in
Majuli island in Assam. He has

been working for forest con-
servation and has been inspir-
ing people on plantation and
conservation of biodiversity”,
he said.

Wishing students ahead
of their examinations, Modi
said, ‘Be a warrior, not wor-
rier! He also invited parents,
teachers for their suggestion
for “Pariksha pe Charcha”

In his address ,Modi
urged sports ministry to pro-
mote sports commentary in
regional culture

“We need to think about
promoting commentary of
Indian sports in regional lan-
guages,’ Prime Minister said.

‘We must think about
promoting it. I would urge the
sports ministry and private
institutions to think about it,”
he said.

Do you ever feel that
something is still missing?
asked a listener to which he
mentioned his “insufficient
efforts” to pick-up Tamil
language.

“You have been PM and
CM for so many years. Do
you ever feel that something
is still missing? asked a lis-
tener,” the listener had asked.

“I could not make suffi-

cient efforts to learn world’s
most ancient language Tamil.
I could not learn Tamil,” said
Modi in his response.

Extending greetings to
the people on ‘National
Science Day’, Prime Minister
noted the immense role that,
he said, played by Science in
making the country self-
reliant.

“Today is National
Science Day. It is dedicated to
the discovery of the ‘Raman
Effect’ by scientist Dr CV
Raman. Our youth should
read a lot about Indian sci-
entists and understand the
history of Indian science,”
said Modi.

“In self-reliant India,
there is immense contribution
of science. We will have to
take science forward with the
mantra of “lab to land” he
added.

Modi began his address
by invoking saint-poet Sant
Ravidas, a day after the nation
remembered him on his
anniversary.

“Sant Ravidas Ji taught us-
keep working, do not expect
anything...when this is done
there will be satisfaction. He
taught people to go beyond
conventional thini‘mg. Sant
Ravidas Ji spoke directly and
honestly about various issues.
He was fearless. We bow to
Sant Ravidas Ji on his Jayanti.
His thoughts inspire us,” said
the Prime Minister.
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Remove encroachments:
Saraswati board to public

NITISH SHARMA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
KURUKSHETRA, FEBRUARY 28
To increase the water-carrying
capacity of the Saraswati and
ensure natural flow of the riv-
er, the Haryana Saraswati
Heritage Development Board
has appealed to the public to
remove encroachments from
the river, failing which action
will be taken against them.
From Pipli to the SYL
canal, the length of the
Saraswati is about 70,000
feet. While the width of the
Saraswati in the Pipli area is
about 65 feet, it reduces to
between 15 feet and 30 feet
towards the city due to the
development of colonies,
badly affected the natural
flow of the river.
“Demarcation of the
Saraswati 1s being carried
out and encroachments
have come to notice at sev-

OFFICIALS ASKED TO SUBMIT REPORT

8 There are encroachments at several places
between Pipli and Jyotisar. Officials have been asked
to complete the demarcation of the river soon and
submit a report on encroachments. bhuman Singh Kirmach,
DY CHAIRMAN, SARASWATI HERITAGE DEVELOPMENT BOARD

eral locations between Pipli
and Jyotisar. Officials have
been asked to complete
their demarcation at the ear-
liest and put up a report
regarding encroachments
identified so that land could
be freed,” said Dhuman
Singh Kirmach, deputy
chairman of the board.
“There are over 20 locations
where encroachments have
been identified. At present,
the board is appealing to peo-
ple to remove encroach-
ments, including domestic
and commercial, on their

own. The board will start
sending notices to them soon
and action will be taken
accordingly. A meeting in this
regard will be held with dis-
trict officials soon,” he said.
“We have big plans for the
Saraswati and there is a need
to ensure smooth flow of
water. After removing the
encroachments, the banks of
the river will be strengthened
and beautified. It will help in
increasing the water-carrying
capacity of the river and pre-
vent a flood-like situation in
Thanesar,” he said.
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PM calls for 100-day campaign
to clean up all water bodies

New Delhi, Feb. 28:
Underlining the impor-
tance of collective respon-
sibility towards water con-
servation, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
called for a 100-day cam-
paign to clean up all water
bodies and prepare them
for rain water harvesting
before the monsoon sea-
son starts.

In his monthly Mann Ki
Baat broadcast, Mr Modi
said water has been cru-
cial for the development of
humankind for centuries.

“We have to understand
our collective responsibili-
ty towards water conser-
vation,” he said.

The Prime Minister also

said that when people feel
proud of indigenous prod-
ucts then Aatma Nirbhar
Bharat does not just
remain an economic pro-
gramme but becomes a
national spirit.

Noting that monsoon
will begin in many parts of
the country by around
May-June, the Prime
Minister asked can there
be a 100-day public cam-
paign to clean up all near-
by water bodies and pre-
pare those for rain water
conservation.

In this regard, the Union
jal shakti ministry is also
launching “Catch the
rain” campaign and its
main theme is “catch the

rain, where it falls, when
it falls”, he said.

“This is the best time to
think about water conser-
vation in the summer
months ahead,” Mr Modi
said.

He also said there is a
need to make science more
popular across the coun-
try and asserted that sci-
ence cannot be limited to
physics-chemistry and
labs. Mr Modi called for
expanding science with a
mantra of “lab to land”.

During the broadcast,
the Prime Minister also
rued not being able to
make enough efforts to
learn the world’s oldest
language, Tamil. — PTI
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PM Modi calls for 100-day
drive to clean water bodies

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 28
Underlining the importance
of collective responsibility
towards water conservation,
PM Narendra Modi on Sun-
day called for a 100-day cam-
paign to clean all water bod-
les and prepare these for
rainwater harvesting before
the monsoon season begins.

In his monthly “Mann Ki
Baat” broadcast, Modi said
the Jal Shakti Ministry was
also launching a “catch the
rain”’ campaign. “This is the
best time to think about
water conservation in view
of the summer months
ahead,” Modi said.

" COLLECTIVE DUTY

&6 Water is crucial for
our development. We
have to understand our
collective responsibility
towards its conservation
Narendra Modi, PRIME MINISTER

He said the Atmanirbhar
Bharat campaign should not
just remain an economic
campaign, but become a
national spirit. “It will be pos-
sible when every person in
the country takes pride in
indigenous products and
connects with the idea of self-
reliance,” he said.

Citing examples of indige-
nous fighter jets, tanks and
missiles, the PM said: “Our
heads are held high when we
see made in India coaches in
meftro trains in advanced
nations or India-made Covid
vaccines reaching other
countries.” — TNS
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Modi Invokes Atmanirbharta,
Calls For Water Harvesting

Times News NeTwonk

New Delhi: Wishing students
ahead of their examinations,
PM Narendra Modion Sunday
urged them to “be a warrior,
not & worrier” as he invited
parents and teachers to give
suggestions for *Pariksha pe
Charcha”. Speaking in his
monthly radio programme
‘Mann ki Baat’, the PM also
wrged the youth to think be-
yond traditional ways.

Noting that the next few
months were of special impor-
tance for students with board
and other exams approaching,
Modi said, “You have to be-
come a warrior, not a worrier,

go gleefully for the examin-
aﬁon and come back with a

.............................................................. D B

denndequawﬂaepaudbﬂ
mindful of time management.
Do not stop playing, for those
who play are theones that blos-
som., and smart
methods of memorisation are
to be adopted, that is, overall,
in these exams, you have to
bringout your best."

He said due to pressures of
traditional thinking, the
youth were often not able todo
what they really liked.

“That is why you should
never hesitate in thinking
new, doing new. In the same
manner Sant Ravidasji has
given another important
message. This message is ‘to
stand on one’s own feet', It is

Stressing the importance of
water conservation, PM Narendra
Modi said the Union jal shakti
ministry will soon initiate a ‘catch
the rain’ campalgn

not fair at all that we remain
dependent on others for our
dreams. Things remaining the
way they are... valdssjt was
never in favour of this.” Modi
underlined that Aatmanirb-
har Bharat was not just a gov-
ernment policy but a national

spirit, and said the mantra of
self-reliant India was reaching
the villages, He called for a 100-
day campaign to clean all wa-
ter bodies and prepare them
for rainwater harvesting be-
fore the monsoon started.
Stressing the importance of
collective responsibility to-
wards water conservation, he
said the jal shakti ministry
would soon initiatea‘eatch the
rain’ campaign with its main
theme being “catch the rain
where it falls, when it falls”,
The PM ruednot being able
to make enough efforts to learn
Tamil. “In the run-up to Mann
kiBaat, I'wasasked if there was
something I'missed out on dur-
ing these long years as chief
minister and Prime Minister: T
feel, it is a regret of sorts, that |
could not make enongh efforts
to learn the world's oldest lan-
guage, Tamil. Tamil literature
isbeautiful,” he said.



