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DJB in SC against Haryana
as city stares at water crisis

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Facing shortage
of raw water supply from ne-
ighbouring Haryana, Delhi
JalBoard (DJB) has moved the
Supreme Court to avert a “se-
vere water crisis” in the city.

A DJB official said the city
mightfacea severe water crisis
due to high ammonia levels in
the Yamuna and the continuo-
uslydepleting water levelatthe
Wazirabad barrage, which
supplies drinking water to the
Wazirabad, Okhla and Chand-
rawal water treatment plants,
From these plants, drinking
water gets supplied to central,
north, west and south Delhi,

“The water levels that sho-
uld stand at 674.5ftaredown to
an alarming low of 670.4ft.
Raw water issourced from the
Yamuna and is drawn at the
Wazirabad barrage. The avai-
lability of quantity and quali-
ty of raw water is dependent
on the release of water by the
Haryana government,”" DJB
stated. Following the drop in
the water level, the ammonia
level has reached 3.6ppm.

DJB vice-chairman Raghav
Chadha said the Haryana go-

vernment’s lackadaisical attitu-
de was leading to unchecked
dumping of sewerage into the
Yamuna, and the reduction in
thesupply of rawwater to Delhi.

Haryana supplies water to
Delhi in three ways— Carrier-
Lined Channel (CLC), Delhi
Sub-Branch (DSB) and the Ya-
muna. CLC and DSB are supp-
lied water from Hathni-

CHADHA SAYS
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kund through Munak canal
and Bhakra Beas Manage-
mentBoard. Delhiiscurrently
receiving 479MGD water aga-
inst 608MGD from Haryana.
Chadha said DJB had un-
dertaken every possible effort
to seek help from central and
state authorities for a workab-
leresolution. “The continuous

fall in the level of the Yamuna
is a matter of grave concern.
Despite notifying the officers
concerned of the Haryana go-
vernment, there has been no
improvement towards resto-
ring any normalcy” As per a
Supreme Court order of Fe-
bruary 1996, the pond level at
Wazirabad hasto be kept full.
Chadha said Delhi faced a
raw water problem every two
weeks. “This is caused either
due ta less flow in the Yamu-
18, less flow in the Delhi Sub
Branch and Carrier-Lined
Channels, ordueto thedischar-
ge of polluted water in the Ya-
muna. Seeingthe cirrent scena-
rio; DJB has moved the Supre-
me Court against the Haryana
government to avert the severe
water crisis in Delhi,” headded.
Despite regular follow-
ups, “there has been absolute-
ly no efforts on the part of the
Haryana government toredu-
ce the discharge of pollutants
in the Yamuna to decrease the
ammonia levels”, Chadha al-
leged. “This leads to a situa-
tion where the water supplied
for drinking purposes to Del-
hi is completely unfit for use
without significant dilution.”
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All-New Waterbody
Debuts In Dwarka

City Of Lakes Project Shows Some Results |

Paras Singh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Dwarka has a
new waterbody, complete
with wooded islands. While it
may not be fully filled with
water, the newly created 7-
acre pond in Sector 16, Dwar-
ka, will soon present a better
view. From Saturday, the
amount of treated water so-
urced from Pappankalan se-
wage treatment plant being
fed into the lake was increa-
sed from five million litres a
day to10 million litres.

Built under the “City of
Lakes” project by Delhi Jal
Board aimed at rejuvenating
waterbodies in the capital,
the new lake is spread across
28,000 sq metres and will re-
charge the subsurface aqui-
fers with more than five mil-
lion litres of water every day.
Ankit Srivastava, technical
advisor to DJB, said the lake
cost Rs2,5croretobuild,

Srivastava said the whole
exercise was completed in
just seven months. Explai-
ning how the lake water is of
good quality, he said, “The
water from the treatment
plant is passed through a ter-
tiary filter and nutrient filter.
The quality of water ismuch
better and has a higher ratio
of biological oxygen demand
to total suspended solids,” he
said. Some other lake rejuve-
nation projects are in advan-

NATURE’S LAP: The :ne lake is sprad across Z.OGD 50 metres

ced stages at Rohini and Ti-
marpur, Srivastava added.
The lake site is located
within the premisesof the se-
wage (reatment plant and
will not be open to the public
for recreational use, Srivasta-
vasaid that the lake would in-
stead serve multiple purpo-
ses besides recharging the
groundwater in an area whe-
re the levels have gone down
to12-15 metres.
ADJBofficial said that in fu-
ture the possibility of ground-
water extraction could be explo-
red if it reached a sufficiently
high level. “Tubewells may also
beinstalled becauseseveraledu-
cation institutions and the Law
University are located nearby.
Groundwater extraction for in-
stitutional use can be explored

once the levels rise to above 7-8
metres,” the official said.

The official explained
that the lake could also act as
a polishing unit for further
purifying the water

The 155 waterbodies being
rejuvenated fall in 14 groups,
with the first phase ones ex-
pected to be completed by Ju-
ne, DJB had earlier informed
the monitoring committee.
Another 42 ponds and lakes
are to be revived by January
2022, while the rest are expec-
ted to befinished by December
nextyear The frequently cited
reasons behind delays in

- completion include budgetary

constraints due to the pande-
mie, the lockdown, election
model code of conduct and, in
some cases, local resistance.
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BUDGET CUTS IN REVISED ESTIMATES
Panel asks water resources dept to ‘plug

loopholes’ for ideal utilisation of budget

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 8

HIGHLIGHTING “POOR financial
planning”, a parliamentary
standing committee has asked
the Jal Shakti Ministry's
Department of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation to “plug loopholes”
in the implementation of vari-
ous schemes so that their alloca-
tions are fully utilised and no
scope remains for reduction in

their budget at the RE (revised
estimates) stage.

Analysing the department’s
Demands for Grants for 2021-22,
the Standing Committee on
Water Resources said, “The
Committee are of the opinion
that continuous decrease in
budgetary allocation at RE level
is not only symptomatic of the
poor financial planning by the
Department, but alsorender the
original budgetary allocations
losing their sanctity.”

“Italsoindicates the inability

of the Department to cash the
cheques the Centre writes,” the
Committee said in its report,
which was tabled in the Lok
Sabha on Monday.

“The Committee, therefore,
recommend that the
Department should focus on
streamlining and strengthening
the monitoring mechanisms and
plug loopholes in the implemen-
tation of various schemes / pro-
grammes in order to ensure that
the outlays earmarked for them
are fully utilised...,” it said.

The Statesman 09-March-2021

Polluted rivers: Assam and
Maharashtra have the ma-
¥imum number of poliuted
rivers and it accounts for
over 27% of the total pol-
luted rivers in the country,
revealed the monitoring
committee to identify pol-
luted rivers constituted by
the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board in collaboration
with the State Pollution
Control Boards/Pollution
Control Committees.

L
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‘Only half of govt. schools,
anganwadis have tap water’

Standing Committee submits report before Lok Sabha

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Only half of government
schools and anganwadis
have tap water supply, des-
pite a 100-day campaign for
100%  coverage  being
launched by the Jal Shakti
Ministry in October 2020,
according to information
provided to the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
Water Resources.

Less than 8% of schools in
Uttar Pradesh and 11% in
West Bengal have it, while it
is available in only 2-6% of
anganwadis in Assam, Jhark-
hand, Uttar Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh and Bengal.

At a time when schools
and anganwadis are just
starting to reopen after a
year-long shutdown, CO-
VID-19 safety protocols re-
quire repeated handwashing
by students and teachers. In
its report on the demand for
grants submitted to the Lok
Sabha on Monday, the
Standing Committee urged
the Ministry to take up the
matter with laggard States.

The campaign to provide
potable piped water supply
for drinking and cooking
purposes and tap water for
washing hands and in toilets

Basic need unmet

While seven States in the country
have 100% tap water coverage
in schools, three have abysmally
low coverage of less than 15%

States with 100% tap-water
coverage

Andhra Pradesh Least coverage

Goa /
Tamil Nadu :
Handa Uttar 793
Himachal Pradesh Pradesh

Telangana West Bengal | 10.89
Punjab Jharkhand | 12.99

in every school, anganwadi
and ashramshala or residen-
tial tribal school was
launched on October 2,
Gandhi Jayanti. The 100-day
period should have ended
on January 10, 2021. Howev-
er, as of February 15, only
48.5% of anganwadis and
53.3% of schools had tap wa-
ter supply, the Ministry told
the Parliamentary panel.
Seven States — Andhra
Pradesh, Goa, Haryana, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Tamil Na-
du, Telangana and Punjab —
achieved 100% coverage. A
number of other States also
made significant progress in
that time, and 1.82 lakh grey

water management struc-
tures and 1.42 lakh rainwater
harvesting structures were
also constructed in schools
and anganwadi centres.
“However, some States/ UTs
have indicated that they
need more time to complete
the task and sustain the ef-
forts. Therefore, the cam-
paign has been extended till
March 31, 2021,” the Ministry
said. The panel noted that
“children are more suscepti-
ble to water-borne diseases,
more so when there is also a
need for repeated washing
of hands as a precautionary
measure during the pan-
demic”.
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The Vrishabhavathi valley, which

has lost more than half of the 71
lakesit hadin the 1970s, is setto get
aRs 500-crore facelift.

Redemption for
waterbodies, push
to save water

SNEHA R
BENGALURU, DHNS

hestate budgethad madeapitch
forthe developmentofthe lakes,

whose destruction has brought
international shame to the city over
the last few years, and has also given
amuch-needed push for the develop-
mentofthe Vrishabhavathi and Kora-
mangala valleys.

The Vrishabhavathi valley, which
haslost more than half of the 71 lakes
it had in the 1970s, is set to get a Rs
500-crore facelift. Under the project,
308 MLDofwater fromthe valleywill
be processed and channelled tofill 234
tanks in Bengaluru city as well as the
threedistrictsof Bengaluru Rural, Tu-
makuru and Chikkaballapur.

Theannouncementcomesatatime
the state government has come under
pressure from the National Green Tri-
bunal over its failure to look into the
mess in the valley. Thanks to a mon-
itoring committee appointed by the
NGT, the government has finally taken
up major worksin the valley.

The budget has also allotted Rs
169 crore for the development of the
stormwater drain (SWD) in the Kora-
mangala Valley (K-100) project. The
project, which received administrative
approval in January, aims to develop
the valley into a tourist spot by con-
verting the present SWD into a fresh-
water canal. The valley has also been
under the radar of the green tribunal
owingtoanumberofencroachments.

The Koramangala-Challaghatta
Valley will be rejuvenated and the
248 ML D sewage treatment plantwill
be upgraded under a joint project by
Bengaluru Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board (BWSSB) and BBMP at an
estimated costof Rs450 crore.

Also, focussing on improving the
quality of water being supplied, the
budgethaskeptasideRs17 croretoset
upwater testing laboratories acrossa
number of AMRUT (Atal Mission For
Rejuvenation And Urban Transforma-
tion) cities, Bengaluru being one.
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Water crisis: DJB moves SC against Haryana govt

New Delhi, March 8: The
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) on
Monday  moved the
Supreme Court against
the Harvana government
to “avert a potential
severe water crisis” in
Delhi, water utility's vice-
chairman Raghav
Chadha said.

Mr Chadha claimed the
Haryana government has
reduced the supply of raw
water to Delhi, resulting
in shortage of water sup-
plf in the national capi-
tal,

“Such behaviour of the
Haryvana government is
not only undesirable, but
also deeply disappoint-
ing. The regular fall in
the level of Yamuna, espe-
cially during summers,
along with the discharge
of pollutants that cause
rise in ammonia levels, is
a matter of grave con-
cern,” he said in a state-
ment.

“Delhi is facing a poten-
tial severe water crisis

due to high ammonia lev-
els in the Yamuna and the

continuously depleting
water level at Wazirabad
barrage, which supplies
drinking water to the
Wazirabad, Okhla and
Chandrawal water treat-
ment plants of the DJB,"
he said.

The DJB has moved the
SC against Haryana to
avert a severe water cri-
sis in Delhi. It has sought
directions from the apex
court to the neighbouring
state  to immediately

» Water utility’s vice-
chairman Raghav Chadha
claimed the Haryana gov-
ernment has reduced the
supply of raw water to
Delhi, resulting in short-
age of water supply in the
national capital. Such
behaviour of the Haryana
government is not only
undesirable, but also
deeply disappointing

cease the discharge of
untreated pollutants into
the Yamuna and release
sufficient water to the
national ecapital, Mr
Chadha said.

Raw water is sourced
from the Yamuna and is
drawn at Wazirabad bar-
rage. The gquantity and
quality of raw water at
Wazirabad Barrage is
dependent on the release
of water by the Harvana
government, he said.

Haryana supplies water
to Delhi through the

—

Carrier-Lined Channel
(CLC), Delhi sub-branch
(DSB) and the Yamuna.

CLC and DSB supply
water from Hathni Kund
via Munak canal and
Bhakra Beas
Management Board,

At present, Delhi
receives 479 million gal-
lons water a day (MGD)
against 609 MGD from
Haryana. Besides, Delhi
draws 90 MGD groundwa-
ter and receives 250 MGD
from the Upper Ganga
Canal.

“The continuous fall in
the Yamuna's water level
is a matter of grave con-
cern. Despite notifying
officers concerned of the
Haryana government on a
daily basis, no concrete
action has been taken vet
and there has been no
improvement  towards
restoring any normaley,”
Mr Chadha said.

As per a Supreme Court
order of February 1996,
the pond level in

éﬂn’?lzirahad has to be kept
ull.

The normal level of the
Yamuna near Wazirabad
Pond should be 674.50 feet
but it has dropped to
670.90 feet,

The drastic fall in the
water level at Wazirabad
pond has affected water
production at Wazirabad,
Okhla and Chandrawal
water treatment plants
which supply drinking
water to central, north,
west and south Delhi.

Currently, Haryana
through CLC eanal is sup-
plying only 549.16 cusecs
against 683 cusecs and
Delhi Sub-Branch canal is
supplying 306.63 cusecs
against 330 cusecs, Mr
Chadha had said on
Sunday. The treatment
capacity at Wazirabad
and Chandrawal water
treatment plants has
dipped by 30 per cent. The
same has reduced by 15
per cent at Okhla WTP, he
had said. —PT1
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'93% homes have piped water,
including 1,571 illegal colonies’

AAISHA SABIR

NEW DELHI: The Economic
Survey presented on Monday
by the Deputy Chief Minister of
Delhi showed that the govern-
ment was now providing around
93 per cent of the city's house-
holds with “piped water supply”.
The Delhi government ensured
free lifeline water of up to 20
kilolitres to every household
which benefitted around 6 lakh
consumers. The government has
provided regular water supply to
the unserved and under-served
areas and has covered 1,571 (87
per cent) unauthorised colo-
nies. The report stated that the
DJB has a total water treatment
capacity of 916 MGD through
12 Water Treatment Plants while
the Board has increased sew-
age treatment capacity of 597
MGD.

“Approximately 55 per cent
of the total generated waste is
processed through Waste to
Energy and Waste to Compost
plants,” the Economic Survey
report stated. The State govern-
ment has also provided financial

The Delhi govt
provided free dry
rations to more
than 60 lakh
people, who did
not have ration
cards, during the
lockdown period
last year

assistance of Rs 2,000 per month
for senior citizens between the
ages 60 and 69 and Rs 2500 per
month for senior citizens above
70 years, the Outcome Bud-
get stated.

The same was also given to
1.06 lakh persons with special
needs and 2.75 lakh women in
distress during the same time
period. Such schemes benefitted
around 4.49 lakh senior citizens
in the current fiscal year 2020-
21 however during 2019-20, the
same scheme had benefitted
around 4.64 lakh senior citizens.

In addition, the Delhi gov-

ernment provided free dry
rations to more than 60 lakh
people, who did not have ration
cards, during the lockdown in
April and May last year. Besides,
71 lakh existing ration cardhold-
ers received free rations from
April to November 2020.

The dry rations were distrib-
uted through approximately 550
designated centres across Delhi
from April 7, 2020.

The government also
enrolled 2,071 SC/ST/OBC/
EWS students in different
coaching institutes under the
“Jai Bhim Mukhyamantri Prat-
ibha Yojana” in 2019-20 with
22 students enrolling for Engi-
neering Entrance exams, 56 for
Medical Entrance exams, 57 for
SSC and 85 students qualifying
for other exams.

However, the Social Welfare
Department has 21 per cent
of its projects and schemes on
the off-track list of the Out-
come Budget. Meanwhile, the
Women and Child Develop-
ment Department has 30 per
cent of its projects on the off-
track list.
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