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New Delhi: Chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal on Thursday ex-
pressed concern over delays in ti-
melines of the Clean Yamuna pro-

Ject. Hewaschairingareviewmee- |

ting inwhich Delhi water minister
Satyendar Jain and Delhi Jal Bo-
ard officials were also present.

Kejriwal asked the officials
concerned to come up with de-
tailed plans on projects related
to the Yamuna cleaning. Anot-
her review meeting has been
scheduled for next week.,

A senior government offici-
al said that Kejriwal stressed
upon completion of the projects
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Expedite Yamuna project: CM to officials

CM KEJRIWAL SAYS

/
before the scheduled timelines.

“Four major drains are going
into the river. The CM directed
the officials to ensure that no
unireated wastewater flows in-
to theriver,” the official added.
Kejriwal said, “The Clean Ya-
muna project is one of the most

ambitious projects of the Delhi
government. We must ensure
that there is nolaxity in any pha-
se of the project. We should work
towards expediting the Yamuna
cleaning process, every sub-pro-
Ject should be completed within
the stipulated time frame."

DJB officials told the CM
that various low-cost technolo-
gical interventions are being
done to expedite the work.

They presented a detailed
plan to clean four majorsdrains
falling into the Yamuna—Na-
jafgarh, supplementary, Shah-
dara and Barapullah drains.
“Out of the four drains, the
work oninterceptionof twoma-

jor drains i.e. supplementary
and Shahdaraisalmost comple-
te. The untreated water from
the supplementary drain will
be completely tapped and trea-
ted by December 2021, The unt-
reated water from the Shahdara
drain will be completely tapped
in the next few months,” the of-
ficials claimed. “Work on the
Najafgarh and Barapullah dra-
ins willbe completed within the
stipulated deadline,” they said.
Kejriwal also reviewed the
flagship project of septic tank
cleaning in unauthorised colo-
nies, The project may be comp-
leted within the next few
months, theofficials claimed.
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CM unhappy
overdelaysin
‘Clean Yamuna’
project

New Delhi: Stating that
‘Clean Yamuna' is one of
Delhi government’s most
ambitious projects, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
Thursday expressed “un-
happiness” over delaysin
timelines. In a review
meeting on Thursday,
Kejriwal stressed upon
completing ‘Clean
Yamuna’ projects before
the timeline fixed for
them. “He instructed of-
ficials to have a detailed
plan ready by next week,
wherein every project is
scrutinised as per the re-
vised timelines. The CM
will convene another
meeting to deliberate on
the revised plan next
week,” said a statement
from the CM office.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Asian Age 02-April-2021

Kejri unhappy with delays in
Clean Yamuna project: Govt

New Delhi, April 1:
Chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday
expressed unhappiness
over “delays in time-
lines” of the Clean
Yamuna project after
reviewing it, according
to a statement of the
Delhi government.

He also instructed
Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
officials to have a
detailed plan ready by
next week when another
meeting would be con-
vened, during which
“every project is scruti-
nised as per the revised
timelines”.

“The Clean Yamuna
project is one of the
most ambitious projects
of the Delhi govern-
ment. We must ensure
that there is no laxity at
any phase of the project.
We should work towards
expediting the Yamuna

Arvind KejriWaI

cleaning process, every
sub-project should be
completed within the
stipulated time-frame,”
Mr Kejriwal told the
officials.

During the course of
the meeting that was
also attended by Delhi
water minister
Satyendar Jain, the
chief minister also took
stock of the Sewage
Treatment Plants (STP)
project.

The DJB officials rep-

resented a detailed plan
to clean four majors
drain — Najafgarh, sup-
plementary, Shahdara,
and Barapullah.
According to the gov-
ernment statement, out
of the four drains, the
work on interception of
two major drains - sup-

plementary and
Shahdara — is almost
complete.

“The untreated water
from the supplementary
drain will be completely
tapped and treated by
December 2021. The
untreated water from
the Shahdara drain will
be completely tapped in
the next few months.

The remaining two
major drains
Najafgarh and

Barapulla - will be com-
pleted within the stipu-
lated deadline,” the
statement noted. — PTI
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Run-of-the-river dams have
worked to the disadvantage
of both countries. For India,
hydel power projects based
on the run-of-the-river dams
are not cost-effective.
Moreover, there is the
problem of silting of the
dams. The thaw in Indo-Pak
ties must be carried
forward by changing the
clause pertaining to the
type of dams that can be
built. Such an amendment
to the treaty will benefit
Pakistan too.

HE Indus Commissioners of

India and Pakistan met in New

Delhi on March 23-24. The main

issue for discussion was the
designs of the upcoming hydel projects
on the tributaries of the Chenab river.

The Indus Water Treaty was signed
by Pakistan and India at Karachi in
1960, with the World Bank being the
third-party guarantor. India, being the
upper riparian country to all six rivers
(Indus, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas
and Sutlej), had the first right over the
waters of these rivers. Yet, India gave
to Pakistan, through this treaty, more
than its due share of the waters (more
than 80 per cent) of the six rivers. In
addition, Pakistan got the waters of
four Indian nullahs that join the Ravi.
Through this largesse, India hoped to
secure lasting peace with Pakistan.

Even if one was to overlook the fact
that India is the upper riparian coun-
try, basing the allocation on the Indus
river basin area of the two countries,
the division should have been 65 per
cent of the waters to Pakistan and 35
per cent to India.

India’s munificence did not end there.
Canals which originated from India and
carried waters to Pakistan’s fields were
allowed to continue for the next 10 years,
by which time Pakistan was expected to
create a new set of headworks and
canals as replacement of those flowing
from India. India also provided funds to
Pakistan for these new canals.

To take further, and somewhat mis-
taken, advantage, Pakistan was able to
insert the devil in the details of the
treaty, which it figured would work in
its favour. Though the treaty allocates
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Rebuild Indo-Pak ties with Indus Water Treaty

- |

DEVIL IN DETAIL: Pakistan got inserted in the treaty the clause that the dams to be

built by India on the three western rivers could be of the run-of-the-river type only. pTi

the waters of the three western rivers
to irrigate 1.3 million acres of Indian
land (in J-K), action to implement this
has come under objection by Pak-
istan. Thus, vast tracts of virgin lands
in various valleys in the Ladakh
region could not be irrigated.
Pakistan was able toinsert in the treaty
the clause that the design of the dams to
be built by India on the three western
rivers could only be the ‘run of the river’
type. However, it has come to play a neg-
ative role for Pakistan. This restriction
on the type of dams was, perhaps, due to
apprehension that India may, in the
event of a conflict, flood Pakistan.
Further, even in the construction of
various run-of-the-river dams, such as
Sallal, Uri, Dul Hasti, Baglihar and
Neelam, Pakistan, along with the
World Bank, has been creating imped-
iments and consequent inordinate

delays in their completion. In the case
of the Sallal dam on the Chenab near
Ryasi, which was originally built as a
storage dam, it had to be converted, on
Pakistan’s insistence, into a run-of-
the river configuration dam.

These run-of-the-river dams have
worked to the disadvantage of both
countries, more so for Pakistan. For
India, hydel power projects based on the
run-of-theriver dams cannot fully
exploit the flow of the water because
during the rainy season, the flow is more
but much less in the dry season, result-
ing in lesser number of turbines operat-
ing during the dry period. So, such dams
are not cost-effective. There is also the
problem of silting of the dams.

For Pakistan, the disadvantage from
such dams is greater because it cannot
store excess water of these rivers during
the rainy season and, consequently, it

flows into the Arabian Sea. As a result,
much less water is available during the
dry season and Pakistan is highly water-
stressed. In addition, fertile soil and
nutrients which the waters from storage
dams carry downstream are arrested in
the run-of-the-river dams.

On its part, India has tried to meet this
shortage of water for irrigation by reck-
lessly sanctioning tubewells and provid-
ing free electricity to them, which has
resulted in the groundwater going down
to dangerous levels. India has also failed
to fully utilise the waters of the three
eastern rivers (Ravi, Beas and Sutlej),
more so of the Ravi, due to the delay in
the construction of the Shahpur Kandi
barrage and stopping of leakage due to
poor maintenance of sluice gates at the
headworks on these rivers.

In the Ladakh region and at some
locations in Himachal Pradesh, where
the water current in various
rivers/tributaries is very fast, it is pos-
sible to make channels and lower tur-
bines into these waters (similar to Per-
sian wheels working in the reverse
order and with suitably designed
blades). By such improvisations, elec-
tricity on a small scale can be pro-
duced for local use at remote places. A
system to lift and lower turbines can
be worked out, depending on changes
in the water levels in these rivers.

The current thaw in the strained
relations between India and Pakistan
needs to be carried forward by chang-
ing the clause pertaining to the type of
dams that can be built on the three
western rivers. Such an amendment
to the treaty will be of advantage to
Pakistan in four ways.

First, wasteful flow of water into the
sea during the rainy season would be
reduced. Secondly, the flow of water
would be regulated throughout the
year for irrigation. Thirdly, abundant
electricity generated from hydel proj-
ects in J-K and HP (based on storage
dams) can be made available to Pak-
istan at concessional rates. Fourthly,
soil nutrients, which otherwise get
arrested at the run-of-the-river dams,
would flow downstream to fertilise
Pakistan’s fields.

In any case, the two dams — 850 MW
and 3,800 MW — are on the tributaries
of the Chenab and not on the main riv-
er and, as such, fall outside the
purview of the Indus Water Treaty.

Equally, it should accept that some
of the waters of the Chenab (Chandra
Bhaga, as it is known in Lahaul-Spiti)
be diverted into the Beas and, in lieu,
some water from the Ravi can be
made available to Pakistan to irrigate
fields in the Kartarpur Sahib and
Lahore regions. Water to this end can
be released from the Madhopur head-
works and, in exchange, waters of the
Chenab can be diverted into the
Beas. The height of the dam on the
Neelam river, where its waters have
been diverted to the Wular lake, can
be adjusted so that downstream
fields, earlier watered by this river,
continue to receive the required
quantity of water.

It is time for the two countries to
tread the path of goodwill, friendship,
and prosperity. It is an appropriate
time to carry forward the spirit of
goodwill projected by both the PM and
the Army Chief of Pakistan.
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