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Training in water management

In the summer of 2019, all four reservoirs that supply water to Chennai ran
virtually dry. The shortage forced some schools to shut, companies to ask
employees to work from home, and hotels to ration water for guests. In this
situation, a ‘water train’ carrying 25 lakh litres of Cauvery water from
Jolarpettai in Vellore district was taken to Chennai on July 12. Two trains were
allotted by Indian Railways for transporting water and they made four trips a
day making the total amount of water transferred 11 million litres
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Govt to provide aid for
setting up plants to stop
groundwater extraction

PARVEZ SULTAN @ New Delhi

TO prevent extraction of
groundwater and ensure unre-
mitting water supply for gar-
dening purposes, the Delhi
government has decided to
grant financial assistance to
Resident Welfare Associations
(RWAs) and Non-Government
Organisations (NGOs), main-
taining parks and gardens, to
set up Sewage Treatment
Plants (STP) to treat wastewa-
ter at the sites.

A RWA or NGO will be pro-
vided an ‘additional’
one time grant of
¥3.55 lakh per acre

Q

network of pipelines from the
STPs to small colonies,” said
KS Jayachandran, chief exec-
utive officer (CEO) of
DP&GS.

According to the society,
about 500 RWAs get grants
from the government for the
maintenance of nearly 1,700
parks and gardens.

In February, the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) direct-
ed Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA) and the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) to ensure that fresh-
water was not used
for gardening pur-
poses in public

for STP of minimum parks.
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for parks and gardens, How-
ever, the city has only 35-40
STPs at different locations
from where treated water has
to be fetched to the park or gar-
den. After STPs at the parks or
gardens, the associations will
not need to spend on tankers
being used to supply water.
The arrangement will also
help the Delhi Jal Board (DJB),
which has to spend on laying a

sistance being dis-
bursed to RWAs and NGOs for
maintenance of parks and gar-
dens from Ztwo lakh per acre
to ¥2.55 lakh per acre without
STP and 22.80 lakh per acre in-
cluding maintenance of Sew-
age Treatment Plants.
Additional Tone lakh per
acre will be given for creation
or development of a new park
for which adequate provisions
were made in the budget.
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