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After Haryana, raw water
supply disruption from UP

Bhagirathi, Sonia Vihar Water Treatment Plants Affected

Paras.Singh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: At a time when the city is
facingasurgein Covid casesand increa-
sed levels of ammonia and industrial
pollution in Yamuna, water supply
from Uttar Pradesh has also been affec-
ted. DelhiJal Board reported that the le-
vel of water in Gangnahar or Upper
Ganga Canal wentdown from 2.3 metres
to 1.7 metres on Saturday morning, the-
reby affecting operations at Bhagirathi
and Sonia Vihar water treatment plant
(W'T'P) that provides the supply to parts
of south and east Delhi.

By Saturday afternoon, the opera-
tional capacity of both these plants was
reported to be down and residents were
advised tostoreand use water judicially.
A senior DJB official said that the levels
in the Upper Ganga Canal are fluctua-
ting. The CEO of the board has contac-
ted the irrigation and water resources
department of Uttar Pradesh to restore
theregularraw water supply to Delhi.

DJB issued an advisory, stating that
due toreduced availability of raw water
from Upper Ganga Canal, the produe-
tionand pumpingfrom Sonia Viharand
Bhagirathi WTPs has been affected by
25% to 80% and water supply in many

areasislikely to be affected on Saturday
evening. The supply may remain affec-
ted till thesituation of raw water impro-
ves, However,a DJB official said that so-
meimprovement inwater levels wasob-
served by Saturday night.

DJB OFFICIAL SAYS

The areas likely to be impacted in-
cluded east Delhi, northeast Delhi,
parts of south Delhi and parts of New
DelhiMunicipal CouncilsuchasGokul-
puri, Sonia Vihar, Karawal Nagar, Ba-
barpur, Tahirpuy, Dilshad Garden,
Nandnagari, Shahdara, Laxmi Nagar,
Geeta Colony,Mayur Vihar, Kondli, Dal-
lupura, Yamuna Vihar, Karawal Nagar,
Jafrabad, Jhilmil, Mandawali, Laxmi
Nagan, Shakarpurand Vivek Vihar:

The list also includes places like
Okhla, Badarpur, Sarita Vihar, Vasant
Kunj, Mehrauli, Greater Kailash, So-

uth Extn., Lajpat Nagar, Lodhi Road,
Kaka Nagar and adjoining areas.

Meanwhile, the ongoing problems
duetoriseinammonialevels in Yamu-
nacontinued with 3.00pm ammoniale-
vels reported on Saturday, which is
three times the maximum treatable 1i-
mit, The Wazirabad pond level was re-
ported to be 669.7 ft instead of normal
levelsof 674.5ft.

A senior DJB official said that as
pertheinterstateagreementsand MO-
Us, Uttar Pradesh is supposed to supp-
ly 470 cusecs of raw water supply, out
of which 270 cusecs come from Tehri
dam water sharing while 200 cusecs
come due to bilateral purchase agree-
ment with theneighbouring state. “25-
30% of thenormal supply isimpacted,
due to which around 50 MGD water
supply can be impacted,” a senior DJB
official explained.

Delhi is a water-stressed state with
most of its raw water supply soured
through other neighbouring states,
To supply 930-940 MGD water to
city residents, DJB sources 612 MGD
water from Haryana and 254 MGD
from Uttar Pradesh, while rest comes
from subsurface sources like tube-
wells and ranney wells.




reservoirs in state

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Chronicle 18-April-2021

Water levels drop at

But officials see no drinking water problem this summer

Sunkesula makes it easy
to get water from Sagar

L. VENKAT RAM
REDDY I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 17

Water levels in major
reservoirs across the
state have dropped sig-
nificantly when com-
pared to last year.

However, officials see
no drinking water prob-
lem in the summer,
insisting that the exist-
ing reserves can meet
the requirements,

“Drinking water is
supplied through Mis-
sion Bhagiratha.
Approximately 10 per
cent of water has been
allocated in all the proj-
ects for Mission
Bhagiratha. As such,
there will be no problem
for drinking water
either in Hyderabad or
elsewhere,” a senior offi-
cial of water resources
department said.

The water levels in Sri-
sailam and Nagarjunas-
agar, the two major
reservoirs on the
Krishna, that serve the
irrigation and drinking
water needs of Telang-
ana and Andhra Pradesh
have fallen significantly
over from last vear

The FRL (full reservoir
level) and gross storage
of Srisailam are at 885
feet and 215 tme ft (thou-
sand million cubic feet),
On Saturday, the water
stood at 807 feet and the
dam had 33 tmc ft. Same
day last year, Srisailam
had water at 815 ft and
storage at 37 tme fi.

The FRL and gross
storage capacity of
Nagarjunasagar are 590
ft and 312 tmc. On Sat-
urday, water was at 541 ft
and the dam had 191 tmc
ft (last year:543 ft and
195 tme).

The AP government
has sought water from
Nagarjunasagar and
Srisailam to meet drink-
ing water needs in sum-
mer. Accordingly, the
Krishna River

DEEKSHITH |DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 17

Emergency pumping of
drinking water from the
Nagarjunasagar dam for
Hyderabad would soon
be a thing of the past.
The state government's
proposed construction of
an inlet channel at
Sunkesula at an estimat-
ed cost of 21,450 crore
would enable the Hyde-
rabad Metropolitan Wat-
er Supply and Sewerage
Board (HMWS&SB) to
draw water even when
the level falls to 461 feet.

This would save the
Water Board 5 crore to
27 crore annually.

Till now, if the water at
Nagarjunasagar fell
below the 510 feet mini-
mum draw down level

(MDDL), the Water Bo-
ard would pump water
into an open canal in the
Krishna basin. An offi.
cial said from the open
canal, the irrigation dep-
artment would pump the
water to Alimineti Ma-
dhava Reddy Srisailam
Left Bank Canal Project
(AMRP) through which
it travelled 9 km to
AKkkampally reservoir
balancing reservoir from
where it is supplied to
the city,

If the water level reach-
&5 below 496 feet, the Wa-
ter Board used to use em-
ergency pumps. The Wat-
er Board has been
spending 25 crore to 27
crore every summer to
draw water to the city if
the levels fall below 510
feet.

The government has

already planned a new
project to bring water
from Sunkesula near
Nagarjunasagar to
Hyderabad and provided
2725 crore in the annual
Budtet for the project.

The Warer Board has
prepared a detailed proj-
ect report at an estimat-
ed cost of 21,450 crore to
construct an inlet chan-
nel which could be used
to draw the backwater
from the
Nagarjunasagar project.

Water Board officials
said that once the project
is completed, they can
draw water from 460 feet
from the
Nagarjunasagar dam.
This might resolve the
drinking water needs of
the areas in the city sup-
plied by Krishna water
at least until 2050,

Management Board on
Friday sought the con-
sent of the TS govern-
ment. The government
is vet to respond,

In a meeting held on
February 5, it was
agreed to restrict release
of water up to 834 ft in
Srisailam. However, it
was observed that both
TSand AP had drawn
water from Srisailam
reservoir even below
that level.

As such, it was decided
at a meeting on April 9
not to draw water below
B808.80 ft as on April9 and
use water judiciously. It
was observed that the
AP has exhausted its
share in common reser-
voirs as on April 9,

However, both govern-
ments continue to draw
water in Srisailam for

power generation even
at the present low level.
On the Godavari, the
Sriramsagar, Mid
Manair, Lower Manair
and Yellampalli projects
are the major reservoirs.
The water levels in all
these reservoirs are
lower than last vear.
The FRL and gross
storage capacity of
Sriramsagar are 1091 it
and 90 tmc. These were
1066 ft and 23 tme as on
Saturday as against 1,071
ft and 32 tme Mt last vear.
The FRL and gross
storage capacity of Mid
Manair are 1,043 it and
25 TMCs, Water stood at
1,022 ft and 13 tmc ft as
on Saturday (last vear:
1,087 ft and 23 tme ft).
The Lower Manair has
FRL of 920 ft and 24 tmc
ft gross storage capacity.

Water stood at 901 ft and
the project had 10 tme ft
on Saturday (last vear:
892 feet and 7 tme ft).

Yellampalli  project’s
FRL and gross storage
capacity are 485 ft and 20
tme ft. These were 473 ft
and 11 tmc ft as on
Saturday (last year 461
feet and 5 tme ft).

Thanks to the
Kaleshwaram project,
the water levels in Lo
wer Manair and Yell-
ampalli are higher than
last vear's as Godavari
water was lifted from
Medigadda barrage.

Water for Mission
Bhagiratha for the
major part of Telangana
is drawn from these proj-
ects and as such officials
see no drinking water
problem in summer, offi-
cials said,
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A walk by Ganga

Manu MoubGiL

(44 COPE of a river or scope of
defining a river is as vast as
the river itself. It can’t be con-
tained in one description.”
These words from Siddharth
Agarwal sum up his 3,000 km walk along
Ganga— from the sangam in Bay of Ben-
gal to its source in the Himalayas. And it
is much more than just water, he says.

Completed in over 10 months in 2016-17,
the walk presented a unique way of know-
ing the ecosystem. Through assimilation.
A documentary, ‘Moving Upstream: Gan-
ga’, brings alive this journey. Siddharth
recounts the hiccups, the connections and
the learnings when he negotiated the
maze of varied landscapes, lan-
guages and cultures with Ganga
being the constant companion.

The film showcases unheard
voices to challenge the domi-
nant narratives around devel-
opment and living. It brings
forth beauty of the river as also
the tragedy of the new and old
engineering projects. Most of the time
the screen is graced with people engaged
in farming, catching fish, repairing boats,
dancing, walking through the dry flood-
plain, herding animals, praying...

They are not subjected to an urban gaze
that reduces them to dull countrymen.
They assert themselves, offer ecological
wisdom and divulge their sorrows. These
people have seen their houses washed
away due to barrages, villages submerged
by dams, mountains cut to make way for
highways. They are worried about roads
damaging forests, bigger vessels pushing
out smaller boats, dwindling fish but that

doesn’t stop them from offering food and
shelter to whoever comes walking.

The 105-minute film talks about issues
that don’t get space in the usual news
cycle, Those living along the river are wit-
ness to its slow shift that takes away their
land while acceding territory elsewhere.
However, building of the Farakka Barrage
to divert water towards Kolkata port has
altered the river’s natural course. “Earlier,
it would erode soil only during the mon-
soon but the process now carries on all
year round,” says one villager.

In Bihar, people worry how the vessels
ferrying consignments under the pro-
posed inland waterways transportation
will operate. The project is likely toimpact
the muchfeted Ganga dolphin. In

Uttarakhand, the Char Dham High-
way project promises quicker pil-
grimage by clearing the forests.
Most poignant part of the
film is the sequence on work-
ers from Nepal employed on
the road projects in the
Himalayas. Labouring in anoth-
er country, unable to negotiate the
wages and living conditions, they remain
faceless outsiders, except to the walker.

Directed by Shridhar Sudhir, the film is
a visual delight. It moves from the vast
floodplains of Bengal and Bihar to the
ghats of UP and the narrow valleys of the
Himalayas — the journey being as much
about the inner world of the walker as
about the river. When he finally takes a dip
at Gangotri, the symphony of action and
introspection seems complete. The jour-
ney has resonated with others who subse-
quently took similar walks along Ken and
Betwa, the two rivers in news for the pro-
posed interlinking.

AnllTian
goesonan
arduous
mission of
walking
alongthe
Ganga and
carvesa
unique
path. Afilm
chronicles
the journey

Crossing the
Ganga with
pilgrims at
Sultanganj
in Bihar;
(above)
Siddharth
Agarwal.
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‘Cooperate
with AP to
build Neradi
Barrage’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

CHIEF Minister YS Jagan Mo-
han Reddy has written a letter
to his Odisha counterpart
Naveen Patnaik requesting the
latter’s cooperation in the con-
struction of Neradi Barrage
across River Vamsadhara. Ja-
gan also sought the Odisha
Chief Minister’s appointment
to discuss the issues and arrive
at an amicable solution on the
issue as the barrage will bene-
fit both the States.

In the letter dated April 16,
Jagan pointed out that the Vam-
sadhara Water Disputes Tribu-
nal (VWDT) pronounced its fi-
nal order in September 2017,
explicitly allowing Andhra
Pradesh to take up the con-
struction of the barrage and its
ancillary structures. He noted
that the tribunal had also given
permission to construct the
head sluice on the left side of
the barrage to serve the needs
of Odisha as well.

“The State of Odisha has
filed a clarification before the
tribunal and a special leave pe-
tition in the Supreme Court
wherein it has raised some is-

sues mostly per-

taining to the

function of su-

pervisory

committee.

These issues

can be amica-

bly resolved be-

tween both the

State governments before com-

mencement of the operation of

Neradi Barrage. I, therefore, re-

quest your kind cooperation in

construction of Neradi Bar-

rage by offering the acceptance

of Odisha State for publication

of decision of VWDT dated

September 13, 2017, in the offi-

cial gazette..., for enabling con-

struction of the barrage in or-

der to relieve the suffering of

denizens of most backward ar-

eas of Srikakulam district in

AP and Gajapathi district in
Odisha,” Jagan said.

He also explained the impor-
tance of the project as almost
75 per cent of flood water; i.e. 80
TMC, goes waste into the sea
annually. He added that con-
struction of the barrage, for
which farmers of the both
States in general and of AP in
particular are eagerly waiting,
is imperative.

He stated that the barrage is
in the best interests of both the
States as it caters to the dire
needs of drinking and irriga-
tion water requirements of
people of the backward and
drought-prone Srikakulam dis-
trict in AP and Gajapathi dis-
trict in Odisha.
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