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‘Kinnera’ all set
to flow across TS

State-run Qilfed diversifies into bottled water business

S SANDEEP KUMAR
Hyderabad

In a unique business diver-
sification, the Telangana
State Cooperative Oil Seeds
Growers Federation Lim-
ited (TS- Oilfed) will hit the
market with its own pack-
aged drinking water bottles
under the brand name ‘Kin-
nera’ in a couple of days.

This will be the second
State-run packaged drinking
water bottle supply after
Mission Bhagiratha which
came up with its own pure
drinking water bottles, par-
ticularly for government of-
fices, Initially, TS Qilfed in-
tends tolaunch onelitre and
half litre bottles, followed
by 250 ml bottles. Based on
the response, there are plans
to launch 20 litre bottles as
well, Though, the prices are
yet to be fixed, a one litre
water bottle is expected to
cost Rs 20 and a half litre
bottle much lower.

The idea to launch puri-
fied and packaged drinking
water bottles was borne cut
of the fact that there was
plenty of water available in
the borewells at Appa-
raopeta palm oil factory in
Kothagudem district, TS
Oilfed Chairman K Ramakr-
ishna Reddy told Telangana
Today.

“The groundwater table
here is very good and a cou-
ple of more borewells can
be dug on the factory prem-
ises. After meeting the fac-
tory requirements, plenty of
water is still available and
hence, the idea of setting up
a packaged drinking water
plant was mooted,” he said,

Exploring Avenues

‘KINNERA'’ IS SECOND PACKAGED DRINKING
WATER BRAND AFTER MISSION BHAGIRATHA
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© [nitially one litre,
half litre and 250 ml
bottles planned, 20 litre
bottles in pipeline
© A one litre water bottle is
expected to cost Rs 20
© Oilfed's Rs 3 crore
imported plant
already operational
at Apparaopeta in
Kothagudern district
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and pointed out that there
was a lot of demand for
packaged drinking water in
the market.

“We have not compro-
mised on quality and it is a
Grade I variant. We have
also obtained all certifica-
tions, including BIS, IST and
even registered the brand
Kinnera,” he said. He said

the Rs 3 crore imported
plant was already opera-
tional and trials were con-
ducted successfully last
fortnight. Many bottles
were supplied to hotels,
commercial establishments
as samples and their feed-
back was also encouraging,
Ramakrishna Reddy said,
adding that Kinnera pack-
aged drinking water bottles
would be launched in a cou-
ple of days. (SFEPAGE 2)

‘Kinnera’ all set to flow across T'S

TS Oilfed has good dealership
and distribution network of
about 250 and is presently
marketing Vijaya edible oil
across the State. The federa-
tion will now be adding an-
other product to its portfolio
in the form of Kinnera pack-
aged drinking water. In addi-
tion to the existing dealership
network, it is also looking at
marketing Kinnera drinking

water in Krishna, Guntur, East
and West Godavari districts in
Andhra Pradesh.

“The idea is to make opti-
mum utilisation of the existing
dealership network. Once the
supplies are stabilised, we will
approach government depart-
ments and other bulk packaged
drinking water consumers,”
said Ramakrishna Reddy.

Though the plant has a pro-

duction capacity of 4,000 litres
per hour, currently TS Qilfed
is generating 3,600 litres per
hour. Initially, the plan was to
launch Kinnera bottled water
last year and accordingly, or-
ders were placed for the plant
machinery. However, due to
the lockdown, the shipment
was delayed and eventually
the launch also got delayed by
six months, he added.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Tribune 19-April-2021

Rural houses
togetpiped
drinking water

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, APRIL 18

The Haryana Government
has informed the Union
Jal Shakti Ministry that it
will provide every rural
household piped drinking
water under the Jal Jeevan
mission by November 1,
2022, much ahead of the
national deadline.

This was stated at a meet-
ing convened by the
Department of Drinking
Water and  Sanitation
(DDWS) to consider the Jal
Jeevan Mission annual
action plan of the states for
the year 2021-22.

During the meeting, the
state of Haryana presented
its annual action plan (AAP)
via video conferencing,
charting its plan of action
for the financial year 2021-
22 as well as the saturation
plan for the state.
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Tap water to 251 households
in state by next March

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Karnataka
has informed the Centre that
it plans to provide tap water
connections to 25 lakh house-
holds by March 2022 under
the Jal Jeevan mission.

During a discussion on the
state’s annual action plan for
2021-22 with the Union Jal
Shakti Ministry officials, Kar-
nataka said that it had 91.19
lakh rural households, out of
which only 28.44 lakh (31.2%)
have tap water supply.

So far, 23 panchayats and
676 villages in the state have
been declared ‘Har Ghar
Jal," which means every ru-
ral household has tap water
supply, the state informed
the Centre. In the state, 95%
schools and 95% anganwadi
centres, 84% ashramshalas,
91% gram panchayat build-
ings and 92% health centres
are provided with piped water
connections.

“The state is planning to
cover 17,111 villages falling
under the priority category,
including drought-prone and
desert regions, SC/ST-domi-
nated habitations, aspiration-
al districts in the current fi-
nancial year,” said astatement
from the Jal Shakti Ministry.

The national committee of
the Jal Shakti Ministry head-
edbysecretary, departmentof
drinking waterand sanitation,
analysed the state’s annual

action plan and advised it to
gear up and make concerted
efforts tonotjustcomplete the
task pending from last year,
but also fast-track the work
planned for the current year.

In 2021-22, out of 30 dis-
tricts in Karnataka, the state
government is planning to
provide 100% tap water con-
nections to everyrural house-
hold in two districts, said the
statement. The committee
emphasized the need to test
the water supplied to schools
and anganwadi centres,along
with households.

To ensure transparency
and accountability, a robust
grievance redressal mecha-
nism has been developed by
Karnataka called ‘Bhoomi
Online Parihara’.

It provides quick and easy
mechanism of grievance re-
dressalrelated todrinking wa-
tersupply on a daily basis, the
state informed the meeting.

In the previous financial
year2020-21,Rs 1,189 crore of
central fundswasallocated to
thestate, whileinthe financial
year 2021-22, the state is like-
ly to get Rs 3,000 crore, the
statement said.

Jal Jeevan mission aims to
provide 55 litres of potable
water per person per day to
every rural household in the
country by 2024. Thescheme
waslaunchedin August2019.
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Beyond the Jal Shakti Abhiyan

timing right in conducting the rainwater-
harvesting drive, the Jal Shakti Abhiyan
phase-II. The programme was launched on March
22, the International Water Day, much before the
onset of the monsoon, and is slated to continue
till November-end. Normally, soil and water con-
servation measures are taken up during the mon-
soon season, which is an inappropriate time to do
so. Jobs like cleaning, dredging and widening
water streams and water-holding ponds, lakes,
and reservoirs need to be carried out prior to the
onset of the monsoon. The pre-
monsoon dry season is an
opportune period also for build-
ing rainwater collection infras-
tructure or renovating and
expanding the old one. Once the
monsoon sets in, work on these
projects faces frequent interrup-
tions due to rain.
While inaugurating this cam-

F or the first time, the government has got its
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Tankis (in homes), Tankas (in villages), Bowlies (step-
wells) for communities and lakes and ponds devel-
oped at natural depressions in urban centres.
Fortunately, the basic objective of the current
Jal Shakti Abhiyan seems to be in sync with the
age-old concept of in situ capturing and preserving
rainwater. This is reflected in the campaign’s motto:
“Catch the rain where it falls and when it falls.” This
is essentially the fine-tuned version of the earlier
slogan: “Khet ka pani khet mein; gaon ka pani gaon
mein”, meaning preserving rainwater falling in crop
fields and villages in these respective places. Soil
and water experts had viewed
this as the best means of storing
surplus rainwater to meet off-sea-
son contingencies in farms and
villages. The scientists had even
demonstrated the potential of
this approach to augment water
availability in low-rainfall areas.
Yet, regrettably, only a few states
actually put this concept into

paign, Prime Minister Narendra ¢

practice and that, too, only in
farms. Financial assistance was
used by farmers to build small

Modi, gave a very pertinent advice :
to people. “Do not wait for engi- FARM \"EW
neers to draw up a plan for you”, SURINDER SUD

he said, and added, “villagers

know very well how to implement

water conservation and usage strategies”. If this sane
counsel is put into practice, it will make rain conser-
vation a people-driven programme, rather than an
officially imposed liability. The PM’s suggestion is
significant also because water-gathering and -con-
servation practices followed traditionally in water-
stressed areas are the most efficient. These have man-
aged to sustain life in the semi-arid areas of Rajasthan
and Gujarat over centuries and meet water needs of
old urban centres like Chennai and Bengaluru. Their
key components were water storage structures like

ponds in their fields to impound

surplus rainwater and use it for

life-saving crop irrigation. The
gains from this move, in terms of growth in crop
productivity, were noteworthy. But, this could not
be replicated on a larger scale at the village level.
Such contrasting responses are not uncommeon in
the projects to be owned and operated individually
vis-a-vis those by the communities.

The urgency for water conservation can be judged
from the scary demand-supply projections made by
the government’s think tank, the National institution
for Transforming India (NITI) Aayog. It reckons that
nearly 600 million Indians are already facing “high

to extreme” water stress. The situation is set to wors-
en as the water demand is likely to double by 2030.
About 22 per cent of groundwater has either dried
up or is in the critical category. With the business as
usual approach, the country might lose nearly 6 per
cent of its gross domestic product by 2050 due to
water-related factors.

However, the silver lining of this seemingly dis-
mal water profile is that the projected scarcity is
largely the result of mismanagement of available
water and, hence, can be mitigated through its bet-
ter handling. Many meteorologists and hydrologists
believe that India is not an innately water-deficient
nation. It is the indiscriminate splurging of water
that has made it so. In fact, India is located in the
world’s two highest rainfall zones — the equatorial
belt and the monsoon region. The country’s annual
area-weighted average rainfall is 117-120 cm, against
the global average of 100-110 cm. But the bulk of
the rainwater, around 88 ¢cm, comes in the main
monsoon season of just four months (June to
September). Only a small portion comes as winter
rainfall and snowfall in the rest of the year. This
amount of water, if managed prudently, should be
able to meet the country’s genuine water needs.

At present, no more than 10-20 per cent of this
water is captured and safely stored in surface or
underground aquifers for use in the off-season. The
rest runs off wastefully to the oceans, causing floods,
eroding soil and increasing sedimentation in water
bodiesin its wake. The need is to substantially step
up the level of trapping, suitably conserving and
efficiently utilising the available rainwater.
Occasional water conservation drives, such as the
current Jal Shakti Abhiyan, would not suffice. This
campaign would need to be sustained over years
to achieve enduring results.

surinder.sud@gmail.com
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