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2 weeks of clean-up: 3 tonnes of
garbage cleared from Korattur lake

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Chennai

OVER three tonnes of gar-
bage have been cleared from
the Korattur lake by a group
of volunteers in the past cou-
ple of weeks. A group of near-
1y 50 volunteers have joined
hands to clean the lake every
weekend to its original
condition.

Like-minded nature con-
servationists from the area
began a 52-week challenge on
April 11 and have been clean-
ing the polluted lake ever
since. Initially the drive hap-
pened on Sundays, but now it
is to be shifted to Saturdays

here on, owing to the com-
plete lockdown.

“The lake is heavily pollut-
ed. Most of the waste com-
prises liquor bottles. This not
only spoils the lake, but ques-
tions the safety of the area.
We have also complained to
the police,” said S Sekaran,
Korattur People’s Welfare
and Awareness Trust. Though

As aresult of discharge of

effluents, groundwater
@ table would again deplete.
Soon, tap water will give
out foul smell and we'd be
forced to buy drinking
water, just like every year

P Karthika, Resident

there is a 3.5-km walkway
surrounding the lake, many
avoid it due to the stench that
emanates from the garbage. It
may be noted that the lake
was once a primary drinking
water source for over 18,000
houses in the area.

Another issue which has
been going on for years is the
release of industrial effluents
into the lake. The National
Green Tribunal had also act-
ed on this and passed an or-
der to form a joint committee
and suggest measures. A re-
cent inspection report by the
State to NGT found that the
top soil of Korattur lake is
heavily contaminated.
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